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Preface. 

— ~   1180299 

The  writer  of  tliis  History,  uiiimiitcd  by  u  love  for  historical 
and  anticjuurijin  rescurclu'*,  somo  years  ago  coininonced  to 
collect  interesting  incidents  relating  to  the  early  settlement  of 
Pittsford.    Tliis  \va«  done  with  a  view  to  his  own  gratifuyition, 
.  rather  than  with  the  intentioJi  of  writing  a  book.     lint  the 
nuxtcrials,  wliicli  soon  accuninlated  on  his  hands,  were  of  so 
nnidi  interest  to  himself  that  it  wjw  conceived  they  might  afford 
'  plejisnre  to  others.  In  conversation  upon  the  subject  with  some  of 
our  citizens,  a  desire  was  ex[)re88ed  by  them  that  the  writer  should 
prosecute  his  investigations,  and  prcfpare  a  connected  history  of 
the  town.    Though  aware  that  the  limited  amount  of  time  ho 
could  consistently  spare  from  professional  engagements  might 
^postpone  the  completion  of  such  a  work  beyond  the  ex]>ectnlion 
■  of  those  interested,  Ik;  continued  his  researches,  and  at  the 
,  annual  meeting,  in  March,  1870,  the  sid)jcct  was  brought  before 
the  town,  and  a  vote  carried  re<juesting  him  to  prepare  a  his 
tory  of  tlic  town  for  ]>ul)lication.    lie  then  entered  uj)on  the 
work  with  renewed  energy,  and  sj)arcd  no  necessary  labor  or 
e.\i>(  iiHc  in  collecting  all  available  materials. 

At  several  points  the  writer  Inis  trenched  somewhat  upon  the 
gfuerul  history  of  the  State,  \mt  this  was  indispensable  in  order 
to  explain  certain  events  which  occurred  here  at  an  early  day 
it  hhoidd  be  especially  noted  that  this  wjis  a  frontier  town  during 
tin-  Jicvolutionary  struggle,  and  that  on  tiiis  account  not  a  little 
of  «Mir  town  liistory  has  been  intimately  connected  with  that 
"f  th(;  Sbite. 

Ill  tlu-  prejiamtion  u\'  his  work  the  author  luus  consulted  the 
Ciiloiiial  Records  of  iS'ew  York  and  iSe%v  Hampshire,  and  the 
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Oillcftioiifi  of  the  Historical  Societies  of  Veniioiit,  Kcw  Ilaiiij)- 
»\\'\tv  niu\  Maswiclmsetts,  as  well  as  Williams'  and  Jloskiiis' 
Histories  of  Vermont,  the  History'  of  Eastern  Vermont  and 
the  Early  History  of  Vermont.  He  has  drawn  (jnite  lar{:;ely 
from  tlie  I'roprietury  and  Town  Rccorils,  and  also  from  the 
rw.ords  in  the  archives  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Montpelicr. 

His  acknowledgments  are  due  to  some  of  the  older  inhahi- 
tnnta  of  the  town  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in  the  work, 
nnd  for  information  furnished,  niid  to  none  more  tluin  to  Hon. 
S.  II.  Kellogg,  ^Ir.  Abraham  Owen  and  Deacon  Ahcl  I'entield. 
The  last  named  gentleman  died  March  0th,  1871,  but  he  had 
furnished  the  writer  nnich  valuable  nniterial,  and  one  of  the 
last  acts  of  his  life  was  to  prepare  for  him  a  list  of  all  the  early 
inhabitants  who  had  taken  an  active  i)art  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  writer  is  also  under  great  obligations  to  Kev.  Sim- 
eon Farmclee,  D.  D.,  of  Oswego,  N.  V.,  wlio  has  contribtitcd 
facts  known  to  no  other  man,  for  the  reason  that  he  resided  in 
the  town  earlier  than  an}'  other  man  now  living.  He  came  hero 
in  1787,  when  he  was  five  years  of  age,  and  hv.  has  a  persomd 
knowledge  of  many  events;  which  took  ))lace  at  that  early  day. 

The  writer  would  also  a{;knowledge  his  indebtedness  to  Kx.- 
Gov.  Hall,  of  lienningtoii,  and  to  Cluunxty  K.  WillianiH, 
Henry  Hall  and  F.  AV.  Hopkins,  Escis.,  of  Kutland,  for  favors 
shown. 

The  Inte  Gen.  Ilendco,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  left  in 
manuscript,  a  history  of  his  ancestors,  with  an  account  of  many 
events  wliicli  took  place  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  town.  His 
children  have  very  kindly  placcfl  this  af  the  service  of  flier  au- 
thor, tog(!ther  with  other  writings  by  the  same  hand  throwing 
light  \ipon  the  past. 

Credit  should  also  !)(>  given  to  Ucv.  Myron  A.  Munson  for 
imich  valuable  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  manuscript  and 
the  correction  of  proof  sheets. 
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The  writer  does  not  flatter  himself  tliat  liis  narrative  is  free 
from  error,  but  lie  has  endeavored  to  state  facts  only,  and  in 
lanjjnage  which  nn'ght  be  understood.  The  work  is  submitted 
to  his  fellow  citizens,  not  as  a  contribution  to  literature,  but  as 
a  hearty  effort  to  preserve  the  knowledge  of  interesting  and 
imjiortant  event* ;  and  if  they  shall  t4ike  some  degree  of  pleas- 
ure in  jterusing  its  pages,  he  will  feel  that  his  labor  has  not  been 
in  vain. 
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CHAPTER  T. 

Introduction  ;  The  Indium ;  Early  Explorations ;  French  and 
Indian  War;  3Iilitan/  lioad ;  Charter  of  the  TowneJdp. 

Tlio  more  familiar  wc  become  witli  the  historj'  of  our  country, 
the  Htroiiger  is  our  iitt^icluticnt  to  it.  The  outlines  of  tliis 
history  have  ])een  faithfully  MTitton,  but  the  integral  parts  of 
whicli  it  luis  been  made  u]>  luive  not  received  the  attention  tlicy 
ch'rtcrvc.  We  read  of  liuiiker  Hill,  Brookl>Ti,  Saratoga  and 
Vorktowii,  but  we  should  renioinber  that  those  conflicts  were 
but  the  eniptions  of  fires  that  were  burning  all  over  the 
coinitry,  and  kindling  into  military  life  and  activity  every  city, 
town  luid  hamlet.  Wherever  tliere  were  patriotic  hearts  there 
WHH  a  recruiting  station  or  camping  ground,  where  men  were 
nmstcrcd  or  were  trained  for  the  conflict.  The  scenes  enacted 
at  Trenton,  rrinceton  and  Bennington  were  but  the  more  promi- 
nent exliibitions  of  military  prowess,  seized  upon  and  described  by 
tlie  geinTal  liistorian,  while  the  less  dazzling,  though  equally 
interextiiig  and  inipf)rtnnt  events,  that  transpired  in  rural  districts 
far  beyojid  the  limits  of  the  jjublic  gaze,  obtain  less  attention 
than  they  deserve;.  Now  to  gather  up  these  obscure  items 
<>1'  liistofv  and  to  arrange  them  in  some  pennanent  form  for  the 
l>enejit  of  tliose  who  sliall  hereafter  live,  is  the  work  not  of  the 
general  but  of  the  town  historian. 

1  iiis  traet  of  earth,  called  Pittsford,  though  merely  an 
inxignitieant  si)eek  upon  the  nui])  of  our  country',  has  been 
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Uio  thontre  of  poino  stirrin;;  events,  hut  the  generations  which 
wort?  active  in  them  have  hmj;  since  passed  to  that 

 "  mi(li«o<»vrrf<l  coiintrv,  from  whose  bourn 

No  tmvollcr  n-tiinm  ;  " 

and  an  they  \vi\  hut  tew  records,  we  can  gutlier  Ironi  this  source 
oidy  fragments  of  their  history.  To  connect  tliese  so  as  to 
form  one  contiinious  narrative,  we  are  ohh'ged,  M>nietimes,  to 
rt?sort  to  uncertain  tra(Htion.  This  heing  a  frontier  town, 
v:m  particuhirly  exposed,  during  tJie  Revohitioniirv  war,  to  tho 
incursions  of  the  enemy,  so  that  tlie  iiduihitants  foutul  it 
nw-essary,  at  a  \cry  early  i)criod,  to  unite  in  sonic  measures 
of  common  defense.  Afterwards,  hy  order  of  tlie  State  nn'litar}' 
authority,  these  measures  were  extended  and  rendered  more 
efficient  and  becjimc  a  j)art  of  tho  more  j)\d)Hc  defenses. 
Consequently  some  few  items  of  our  town  history  relating 
to  military  operations — as  well  Jis  to  tlio  land-title  contro- 
vcn»y — have  found  their  way  into  the  general  history  of  the 
Stnte,  Init  by  far  the  larger  j>ortion  of  it  renuiins  unwritten. 
To  write  a  really  complete  history  of  the  to\m  at  this  late 
period,  is  a  task  which  none  can  hope  to  i)erforn>,  as  too  nnich 
of  the  material  is  already  irrecoverably  lost.  Nevertheless, 
we  have  spent  nnu-h  time  in  efforts  to  colle(!t  all  that  is 
available,  and  the  result  will  appear  in  the  following  ])ages. 

Up  to  17(U),  tho  territory,  now  the  State  of  Vermont,  was 
almost  wholly  an  mibroken  wilderness.  A  few  men  from 
Massachusetts  had  located  at  "  Dummer  Meadows,"  within  the 
present  limits  of  Brattleboro ;  others  had  built  a  few  block- 
houMJs  and  connnenced  clearings  at  several  jtoints  further 
n<»rth,  on  tlu;  same  side  of  the  C(»nn(!cticut  river;  and  some 
French  Camidians  had  l)uilt  temporary  residences  at  ( .'liiiimcy 
Point,  in  the  ]»resent  townshij)  of  Addison;  but  till  the  coni- 
mencenutiit  of  the  French  war  a  large  jx-oportion  of  this  region 
wax  littl(!  known  to  civilized  nu-n,  few  of  whom  hud  ever 
jHsnetratcd  its  se(|uestered  recesses. 
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This  territory  had  beoTi  chiiiiied  by  tlic  ^loliicans,  n  tribe  of 
Iiulimis  ill  alliance  witli  the  Iroquois  or  Six  Nations,  and  "whose 
priiiciinil  seat  was  at  Albany,  though  thev  had  temporary 
residences  here  to  which  they  annually  repaired  for  the 
])urposes  of  hunting  and  lishing.  But  it  is  asserted — by  what 
authority  we  cjinnot  say — that  the  north-west  j)art  of  this 
territory  was  conveyed  to  the  Caughnawagas,  u  branch  of 
tJie  !Mo]ia\vks,  formerly  residing  in  New  York,  but  now  settled 
at  Saiilt  St.  J^niis,  near  ^lontreal.  The  territory  thus  conveyed 
was  bounded  as  follows:  "Beginning  on  the  east  side  of 
Ticonderoga  from  thence  to  the  great  falls  on  Otter  Creek,  and 
continues  the  sjunc  course  to  the  lieiglit  of  land  that  divides  tho 
streams  between  Lake  Chamidain  and  tlio  river  Connecticut; 
from  thence  along  tho  height  of  land  oj)j)08ite  Missisquo,  and 
thence  to  the  Bay."  The  valley  of  tho  Croek  being  centrftl  iu 
its  location,  and  abounding  in  all  tJioso  matorials  which  mui- 
ister'd  to  tho  gratification  of  red  men,  wjis  one  of  tlicir 
favorite  haunts,  and  throughout  it«C50iirso  at  cortnin  seasons  tho 
curling  smoke  might  have  been  seen  ascending  from  the  rudely 
coiistnurted  wigwam.  But  the  Indians  more  frequontly  found 
in  tiiis  ]»urt  of  the  valley  of  the  Ott«r  Creek,  and  with  whom 
th(!  early  settlers  were  familiar,  were  from  a  colony  of  the 
Caugliiiawagas  which  located,  in  earlier  times,  at  St.  Regis, 
within  the  present  limits  of  Bombay,  Franklin  Country,  New 
York,  and  were  known  as  the  St.  Regis  Indiana.  Every  year 
large  numbers  of  these  Indians  were  seen  in  their  canoes 
ascending  the  Creek  to  their  favorite  hunting-grounds,  wherein 
tli(!y  constructed  small  huts,  in  which  they  took  up  ^eir  abode 
•  hiring  the  season  favorable  for  the  prosecution  of  their  usual 
cni]>loyiiK'iit. 

Wlmtever  attractions  there  might  have  been  in  other  jiarts, 
tlicn-  is  no  doubt  that  the  territory  now  included  in  Pittsford, 
With  fiivorite  huiiling-ground  with  the  Indians;  and  the  numerous 
rL-li(!»  ol"  their  presence  found  at  an  eai'ly  day  some  distance 


4 


HISTORY  OF  riTTSFORD. 


Boutli  of  tlie  Villnf?e,  indicate  that  ^ngwains  may  once  have 
stood  there  whence  the  red  men  daily  issued  forth  to  pursue 
their  game  iipon  the  mountains,  or  to  find  victims  among  the 
fijiny  tribes  wiiidi  abounded  in  the  Creek,  and  in  the  snialler 
Btrwims  that  meander  tln-ough  the  h)W-lauds.  At  that  early  day  a 
great  variety  and  number  of  animals  had  their  residence  in  the 
forest  and  in  the  waters.  The  moose,  deer,  bear,  wolf,  wild-cat 
and  martin  roamed  in  the  former;  while  the  otter,  beaver, 
nuisk-rat  and  mink  were  found  sporting  in  tlie  latter.  All  of 
tliese  animals  were  sought  by  tlie  children  of  the  forest,  some 
for  food,  <»thers  f<ir  their  fur  which  was  tiscd  not  only  for 
clothing  but  as  an  article  of  tra<le.  To  agriculture  they  gave 
but  little  attention,  and  the  mamigeinent  of  this  deimrtment  of 
labor  wa«  connnitted  wholly  to  tlie  women  ;  and  being  destitute 
of  the  pro]>er  instnunents  of  husbandry  it  is  cusy  to  believe  that 
thoir  efforts  were  attended  with  but  little  success. 

Such  was  the  con<lition  of  this  section  of  the  country  and 
Buch  were  the  inhabitimts  thereof,  at  the  time  civilization  began 
to  approach  \t»  borders.  Doubtless  some  individuals  of  a 
HU])crior  race  actuated  by  the  s])irit  of  adventure  or  discovery, 
I>enetrated  nt  various  times  its  dark  recesses ;  but  they  left 
no  vestige  of  their  presence  and  published  to  the  world  no 
ac^c-ount  of  their  discoveries. 

The  first  exploration  by  the  white  race  of  any  jiart  of  the 
territory  now  included  in  Pittsford,  so  far  as  history  infonns 
us,  was  in  the  year  1730,  an  accoimt  of  which  is  cont.iiiicil 
in  the  diary  of  a  j<»urney  from  Fort  Dummer  to  Lake  (  hnin- 
plain  ])erf<>rmed  by  Mr.  ilames  Cross.  From  this  iUury 
copy  the  following : 

"  Mom>AV,  y>-  27th  April,  1730,  at  about  twelve  of  y-i 
clock,  wo  left  Fort  Dunnner  and  travailed  that  day  three  mik-b, 
and  lay  down  that  night  by  West  liiver  which  is  three 
miles  distant  iVoni  Fort  Dunnner.  Kotabcne.  1  tniviiiled 
with  twelve  Camidy  Mohawks  that  drank  to  great  excess  at  yo 
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fort  and  killed  a  Skatacook  Indian  in  their  drunken  condition 
that  came  to  smoke  with  them. 

Tuesday.  We  travailed  upon  the  great  river  •  about  ten 
miles. 

AVEUNKfiDAY.  We  kept  the  same  course  upon  yt-  great  river, 
travailed  about  ten  miles,  and  cat  a  drowned  Buck  tluit  night. 

TnuitsDAY.  Wc  travailed  upon  the  great  Kiver  within  two 
miles  of  y"'  Great  Falls,!  in  said  river,  tlien  we  went  upon  land 
to  the  Hlack  Kiver  above  yo  Great  Falls,  went  up  in  that  River 
and  lodged  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  mouth  of  Black 
Kiver,  which  days  travail  we  judged  was  about  ten  miles. 

Friday.  We  crossed  Black  River  at  ye  Falls,$  afterwards 
travailed  through  ye  woods  N.  N.  W.,  then  crossed  Black 
River  again  about  17  miles  above  our  first  crossing,  afterwards 
travailed  y"  sanie  course,  and  pitched  our  tent  on  ye  homeward 
side  of  Black  River. 

Saturday.  We  crossed  Black  River,  left  a  great  mountain 
on  yo  right  hand  and  another  on  y"  left.§  Kecj)  a  N.  W. 
<*otirsc  till  we  pitch  our  tent  after  11  miles  travail  by  a  Brook 
which  we  call  a  branch  of  Black  River. 

Saiujath  Day.  Soon  after  wc  began  our  days  work, 
an  old  pregnant  squaw  that  travailed  with  us,  stopt  alone  and 
was  delivered  of  a  child,  and  by  Monday  noon  overtook  us  with 
a  living  child  upon  lier  back.  Wo  travailed  to  Black  River. 
At  y"  three  islands,  between  which  and  a  large  pond  we  pass 
y(«  River  enter  a  mountain  ||  that  afforded  us  a  prospect  of  y« 
jilacc  Fort  Dummer.  Soon  after  we  enter  a  descending  countrj' 
and  travail  till  we  arrive  at  Arthur  Creekf  in  a  descx-nding  laiid. 
In  this  days  travail,  which  is  21  miles,  we  came  U])on  seven 
l)n)okri  which  run  a  S.  W.  course  at  ye  north  end  of  said 
niouiitain.  From  Black  River  to  Arthur  Creek,  we  judge  is  25 
iiiilcH. 


•  Coniicrilcut  Ulvcr.  t  Bellows  Fulls.  }  At  Sprlnjrflt-ld.  ^  In  Ludlow.  ||  lu  Uip 
I'jwunlilj.  of  I'ljiuoulh  where  Blutk  Klvtr  rises.       Olter  Creek, 
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^foNOAY.    !^[adc  canoes. 

Trt>iiiAY.    Hindered  travnilinf;  bv  rain. 

e  go  in  our  canoes  upon  Arthur  Creek  till 
we  nu-et  two  great  falls  in  said  river.*  Said  river  is  verv 
bln<'k  and  dee])  and  surrounded  hy  good  land  toy"  extremity  of 
our  prospect.    This  days  travail,  35  miles. 

TiirKsnAY.  AVe  sail  40  miles  in  Artlnir  Creek.  "We  meet 
with  great  Falls,t  and  a  little  below  them  we  meet  with  two 
other  great  Falls, {  and  about  10  miles  below  y*^  said  Falls 
we  meet  with  two  other  pretty  large  Falls.§  "We  carry  our 
can(»es  by  these  Falls  and  come  to  y"  l.jike." 

Again,  in  1748,  Capt.  Eleazer  Melven,  of  Concord,  ^Nfassa- 
chusetts,  with  eighteen  men  under  his  command,  i)assed  through 
this  territory  on  a  tour  of  observation,  Capt.  Melven  wns  one 
of  the  survivors  of  the  brave  company  of  Capt.  John  Lovewell 
who  fell  at  Peqiniuket  in  1725,  and  was  lieutenant  of  a 
c<»m])any  at  the  siege  of  Louisburg  in  1745,  and  served  as 
ca])tain  in  several  subsequent  campaigns.  From  ^farch  to 
September,  1747,  he  was  stationed  at  Northfield,  on  the  bor- 
<lers  of  New  llam])shire.  Caj)tain  M.  died  at  Concord,  Oct. 
IS,  J 754,  aged  52  years.  We  coj)y  the  following  from  the 
journal  of  his  mar(rh||  through  "Vermont: 

"  May  l.'i.  March 'd  from  Fort  l^ummer  to  No.  2,  and 
tlicrc  camp'd. 

14.  Afarcird  to  No.  4.    Made  no  dis<'overv  of  tlie  eiu'my. 

15.  S\mday  in  the  evem'iig,  miircliM  with  ("apt.  Stevens 
an<l  (-apt.  II()bl)s  to  the  mouth  of  l^lack  liivcr  and  crossed  the 
(iicat  Kivcr  and  cam])'(l. 

Hi.  Mar(;h'(l  altotit  14  miles,  crossed  a  branch  of  IJlack 
River,  wliieh  nms  from  Ascutney.    l^Iadc  no  diheover\ . 

17.     ^larchM  a  N.  W.  j)oint  about        miles.    Came  to  a 

•  fii>riklii'H  KiiHh  niid  HiUIktIiiiiiI  Kiilln,  In  llic-  lowii  it(  Itiitliiiid.  »  Mlililli  l)iirv 
K.ilU.  I  Al  Wiiyl'rl(l(;c.  ^  Al  V»tj;ciiuc<(.  ||  A  |>u;l  uf  lliln  iiiiirdi  w  jm  lliroiitii 
M  liul  Is  iiuw  i'liulurd. 
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lurpo  hrniirh  of  Blac-k  River  iiiul  caiiip'd.  Saw  no  new  signs  of 
the  enemy. 

IS.  Alarcird  a  W.  N.  W.  ])oint,  about  ,  3  miles,  cross'd 
Hlack  Kiver,  kept  the  same  i)oint  about  9  miles  further,  over 
tlie  hei^^ht  of  land,  and  eam[i\l.  Saw  no  new  signs  of  the 
enemy. 

^farcliM  a  N.  AV.  j>oint.  Crossed  several  large  streams, 
U'in^  bnmehes  of  Olter  Creek.  Saw  many  signs  of  the  enemy, 
lM)lh  old  and  «iew,  m  camps,  trees  redded,  *fce.  March'd  about 
10  niileH  this  day,  and  camp'd,  Jiller  we  hud  sent  out  proper 

WOUtM. 

20.  MarehM  about  G  miles,  h  N.  W.  point,  dovni  Otter 
CrtH'k,  there  parted  with  Capt.  Stevens  and  Capt.  Ilobbs  who 
thought  proi>er  to  take  another  course.  March'd  over  Otter 
Creek,  kept  a  K.  W.  ])oiiit  about  8  miles,  and  came  agjiin 
to  the  river,  aboiit  one  mile  below  some  large  falls, — crossed  a 
large  stream  which  came  into  Otter  Creek  on  tlie  wcst  side,  u 
little  below  the  fulls,  and  camp'd.  Saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy 
very  new, 

21.  Ik'iiig  rainy  weather,  murch[ed]  but  two  miles  and 
<'umpM. 

^lun-h'd  N.  "\V.  by  K.  down  Otter  Creek,  about  ten 
milc»«,  then  took  a  N.  W.  point  und  murched  ubout  10  miles 
further,  saw  several  camps  nuide  last  winter,  also  saw  tracks, 
atid  some  <'(*nhi<leruble  beuten  puths  nuule  by  the  enemy,  but 
n<»t  very  new. 

'-,';{.  Murch'd  K.  W.  ubout  three  miles, — came  to  a  large 
ciiuip,  fenced  in  with  a  vi-ry  thick  fence,  where  we  found  a 
ki  |^'  iif  about  4  gallons,  wliicli  a])])eared  to  be  newly  emptied  of 
wine,  an  plaiiilv  ap|>eur(!d  by  the  smell,  and  about  12  jKnmds  of 
g.xxi  French  bread  ; — the  bread  we  took  and  divided  among 
ourwclvcH.  Kej>t  the  same  jioint  about  11  miles  lurther  and 
cjimj.M,  making  no  fm-ther  discovery. 

'J4.    March'd  K.  AV.  ul»out  10  miles  and  came  to  Lake 
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Clianii)laiu  about  4  o'clock.  Marcli'd  about  3  miles  down  the 
lake  and  cauip'd,  making  no  discovery  of  the  enemy. 

25.  In  the  morning  heard  5  gims  about  2  or  3  miles 
distant,  as  we  judged,  but  coidd  not  tell  which  way,  whether  up 
or  down  the  Lake.  March 'd  down  the  lake  northward  about  3 
niiloB, — discovered  a  large  canoe  witli  sails,  conn'ng  from  the 
southward,  with  six  Indians  in  it,  who  passed  by  us  at  so  great 
a  distance  that  we  could  not  hurt  them.  Soon  after  another 
canoe  followed,  with  12  Indians,  wliereui)on  we  ran  to  a  ]ioint 
of  land  about  half  a  mile  distant  towards  Crown  Point  Fort, 
and  the}'  coming  within  about  50  or  GO  rods,  and  apprehending 
wo  might  make  some  8i)oil  upon  them,  and  fearing  we  should 
have  no  better  opportunity,  we  agreed  to  fire  upon  them,  and 
accordingly  fired  six  times  each,  in  about  3  or  4  minutes.  The 
first  shot  they  all  lay  down  close  in  the  canoe,  and  did  not  show 
their  heads  till  tlie  3d  shot,  when  they  made  a  most  terrible 
out-cry,  cut  down  their  sails,  and  aboiit  six  got  to  }>adling  from 
us  lis  fast  as  possible.  At  the  fourth  shot  we  made,  they  fired 
3  guns  at  us,  one  of  which  grazed  one  man's  hand,  and  imme- 
diately they  fired  3  guns  at  Crown  Point,  which  we  judged  to 
be  4-pounderH,  and  at  about  a  mile  distant,  by  the  noise  aiul  the 
rising  of  the  smoke,  which  rose  like  a  cloudy  pillar; — tlien  we 
carefully  retreated,  nuirching  east  through  a  very  thick  ])art  of 
drowned  land,  3  or  4  miles,  the  water  a  great  i)art  of  the  way 
about  mid  leg  deep  : — tlien  we  took  a  S.  E.  j)oint,  and  travelled 
about  10  miles  and  <rampM  ; — heard  several  great  gmis  at 
Crown  l*oint,  as  also  2  next  morning. 

2().  MurchM  a  S.  E.  jxiiiit  about  5  miles,  saw  the  tracks  of 
about  150  or  200  of  the  enemy  gone  that  niorning,  having  got 
upon  onr  tracks  where  we  went  to  tlic  lake — then  we  took  a 
south  ])oint,  and  niarclic(l  iilxmt  11  miles  further  and  (•ani]>\l. 

27.  MarcliM  8.  S.  E.  about  10  miles, — eame  to  Otter 
Creek  about  one  mile  below  the  fii"st  falls  ;  nuir(;h[edj  about 
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4  miles  nbove  tlic  fulls,  and  cnnip'd  after  sending  out  scoots  a* 
was  our  constant  practice. 

28.  ^larch'd  up  Otter  Creek  to  the  Crotch  about  6  miles, 
then  we  took  uji  the  south  branch  of  Otter  Creek,  and  march'd 
about  10  miles  and  camji'd. 

20.  ^farchM  up  the  sf>uth  branch  of  (^tter  Creek  to  the 
head  of  it  ;  then  steered  8.  E.  ;  travelled  over  a  large  moun- 
tain, leaving  anotluT  large  mountain  on  the  N.  W.  Keeping 
our  course  down  the  mountain,  we  crossed  several  streams  we 
KU])pose<l  to  be  the  head  of  Saratoga  river.  ^Marcli'd  this  day 
about  ICt  miles. 

IW.  I^farcird  S.  8.  E.  about  (!  miles, — came  uj)on  u  branch 
of  West  River, — travelled  down  the  river  about  8  miles  and 
camp'd. 

31.  Our  ])rovi8ion8  V)eing  ver}'  short  wo  began  our  marcb 
before  sunrise,  and  travelled  till  about  half  past  nine  o'clock  ; 
being  by  the  side  of  the  river,  several  of  the  company  desired 
to  stop  to  refresh  themselves,  being  faint  and  weary,  whereupon 
we  halted  and  began  to  take  oif  our  ])acks,  and  some  were  set 
down,  and  in  about  half  a  mintife  after  our  halting,  the  enemy 
arose  from  behind  a  log  and  several  trees,  about  20  feet  or  30 
at  furthest  dist;int,  and  lired  about  12  guns  at  us,  but  do  not 
know  wliether  any  nu'U  received  any  hm-t,  tho'  so  near; — 
whereupon  I  called  n]K)ii  th(^  men  to  face  the  enemy  and  nm  np 
the  liank,  which  I  did  myself,  and  several  others  attempted,  but 
the  eiiemv  wen;  so  thick,  they  (;ould  not.  I  was  no  sooner 
juiiipt  n\t  the  bank  but  the  enemy  were  just  upon  me.  I 
di.-elmr<'ed  mv  'Min  at  one  of  them  about  8  feet  frtmi  the  nni/.zle 
of  mv  •'\iu,  who  I  see  fall,  and  about  the  sjime  time  that 
I  di-ehiirged  mv  gun,  the  enemy  tired  about  20  guns  at  tis,  and 
killM  l  men  namely,  .lohn  Howard,  (Ilayward^J  Isaac  Taylor, 
•loliii  l)o(l  and  Daniel  Man.  I'lic  men  which  were  left  alive 
tired  immediatelv  on  the  enemy,  sev<  nd  of  which  shots  did 
execution,  as  can  be  witnessed  by  several  who  see  the  enemy 
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liUl  ; — l)»it  seoitij;  the  enemy  miinerous  and  their  guns  being 
<lischiirir(Hl,  they  retreated.    Several  ran  aerosK  the  river,  where 
they  had  some  of  them  opportunity  to  lire  again  at  the  enemy. 
Siiiiir  run  u])  the  river  and  some  down,  and  some  into  a  thicket 
on  the  same  si(h'  ol"  tlie  river.     For  my  own  part,  after  I  sjuv 
my  men  retreat,  and  being  best't  by  the  enemy  witli  guns, 
hntcliets  and  knives.    Several  of  tliem  attemj)ted  to  strike  at  me 
with  their  hatchets.    Sonie  threw  their  liatchets,  one  of  which, 
or  a  bullet,  I  cannot  ecrtninly  tell  which,  carried  away  my  belt, 
nii<l  willi  it  my  bullets,  all  e.\ee])t  one  I  had  loose  in  my  ])ockct. 
1  ran  down  the  river,  and  two  Indians  followed  me,  and  ran 
almost  side  by  side  with  me,  calling  to  me,  "  Come  Captain," 
"  Now  Ca)>tain,"  but  \\\)o\\  my  presenting  my  gun  towards 
them  (though  not  charged)  they  fell  a  little  back,  and  I  ran 
across  the  river,  charged  my  g»m,  moved  a  few  stejis  and  one  of 
them  fire«l  at  me,  which  was  the  hist  gmi  lired.    I  looked  back 
and  Haw  nine  of  the  enemy  scalping  the  dead  men,  and  six  or 
seven  running  across  the  river,  and  several  about  tlie  bank  of 
the  river  very  busy,  wliich  I  aj)]irehend  were  carrying  olf  their 
<lea(L     1  then  being  aloni;  got  to  the  side-  of  a  hill,  in  sight  of 
the  ]»luce  of  battle,  and  there  seated  myself  to  look  for  some  ol" 
my  men,    and  to  see  if  th((  enemy  made  any  sliout,  as  is 
customary  with  tlicm  wlicn  tiicy  gel  llu;  advantage,  l)ut  licariiig 
no  more  of  ihcm,  nor  seeing  any  of  my  men,  I  made  llu-  l»cst  of 
my  way  to  Fort  Dunnner,  where  I  arrivecj  tlie  nc.\t  day  liefore 
iKKMi,  where  one  of  my  men  got  in  about  an  hour  before  me, 
and  eleven  more;  cann-  in,  in  a  few  hours,  ihougli  in  several 
coni|)anics.    .Ios<'|)li  Vvl\\  was  woun(h-d,  and  I  have  not  yet 
heanl  of  him.    Samuel  Severns  [Sevi-rance]  I  imagine  is  taken. 
I  went  out  next  day  with  above  forty  men,  to  l»ury  tlic  dead, 
and  spent  one  day  in  looking  for  .loseph  I'dty,  wiio  was 
wounded  lait  could  not  lind  him.* 

KLK.XZKU  MKLVKN." 

Coll.  N.  II.  in-lorlciil  .Sim  l.  lv.  Vol.  V.,  207. 
•  ll  wax  iiflerwnrde  found  lliftl  .Stvcruiicc  and  I'l  tly  were  kllUcI  li_v  llu-  liidliiuu. 
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Siicli  wen'  the  two  earliest  exjilonitioiis  ot"  tliis  temtory  of 
wliieli  we  ejiii  find  nn  nutlientie  aeeoiiiit,  but  it  did  not  begin  to 
be  ixenernlly  known  till  1754,  when  began  a  series  of  oi>erationg 
whicli,  Its  we  shall  see,  were  <iestined  to  change  its  wliole 
physical  as|H'<'t  and  to  bring  in  a  race  of  men  bearing  the  stamp 
of  <-ivili/jition. 

The  eastern  j>ortions  of  North  America  were  settled  by  men 
of  <lif}crent  nationalities.  The  French  coloni/cd  Canada  and 
Linisiana;  the  Knglish,  Jsew  England,  Kew  York,  to  a  great 
extent,  and  parts  farther  south ;  and  the  colonists  in  each  of 
thcHc  regions  acknowledged  allegiance  to,  and  acted  in  the 
interest  of  their  resju'ctive  sovereigns.  At  first  these  colonies 
were  wid<'ly  se])arated,  but  by  continual  aecressions  to  their 
numbers,  they  soon  sjyread  over  a  large  territory,  and  as  their 
wttlements  began  to  a]>]>r<)ximate,  it  was  easy  to  foresee  that 
the  two  nations,  eqtially  jealous,  would  sometime  come  into 
coMision  respci'ting  their  boundaries.  By  the  construction  of 
<-lmrt(  rs  and  grants  from  tlie  crown  of  Kngland,  her  colonies 
extended  indefinitely  westward.  The  French  in  attemi)ting  to 
coiiiicct  their  northern  and  southern  settlements,  by  a  chain  of 
furt.s  and  jiosts  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Mississipju, 
ncct>Mirily  interfered  witii  the  clainiH  of  the  Fiiglisli.  In 
exci-iition  of  tliis  ]>urp<)se,  the  French  tf>ok  jxissession  of  several 
iiiipurtiiiit  )i(>s)s  upon  tlie  Oliio  river,  and  declared  their  inten- 
tiiiii  to  M'iz('  every  Knglishnian  within  the  valley.  Thus 
ori^Miiatcfl  tlie  struggle  between  the  ])owers  of  France  and 
I'-nglaiid,  in  which  tlie  avarice  and  ambition  of  these  two  mighty 
nniinns  worked  tliemselves  out  in  a  war  for  conquest — "the 
giiiiic  of  kings." 

.\t  tlijit  time  tlie  colonies  of  New  Kngland  were  se])arated 
from  ilic  Fn-iich  settlements  by  tlie  licit  of  wilderness  which 
mutated  into  the  State  (»f  Vermont  :  and  duriii<r  the  enstiii\<r 
htnig^di-,  this  wa.s  frc(jucntly  jias.-jcd  tluongli  by  military  expedi- 
lion.H  to  the  lakes  and  Canada,  and  eonse(piently  became  much 
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bettor  known.  A  Inruo  jirojiortion  ot"  tlio  New  England  soldiers 
who  served  in  tlio  war,  had  to  traverse  this  wilderness,  and  as 
no  public  In'irlnvay  had  been  opened,  the  passage  was  attended 
with  no  little  dilliculty,  and  the  armv  stores  eould  be  transported 
only  on  pack  horses.  The  route  taken  lay  partly  in. an  old  jmth 
made  by  the  Indiajis  in  their  expeditions  from  Canada  to  Fort 
Duninier,  and  was  by  way  of  Lake  Chamjilain,  Otter  Creek, 
and  Black  and  Connecticut  rivers.  From  the  time  of  the 
earliest  English  settlements,  this  j)ath  wjm  known  as  the  "  Indian 
road." 

Early  in  the  spring  of  IToO,  the  govennnent  of  ]\[asKachn- 
sctts  discussed  the  fea8il)ility  of  constructing  a  road  between  a 
point  on  the  right  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  opposite  Charles- 
town,  and  a  ))oint  on  the  right  bank  of  iMko  Champlain, 
opposite  Crown  Point,  for  the  ]iur]i08c  of  facilitfltnig  military 
operations  in  that  quarter.  As  tiie  result  of  these  deliberations 
the  following  vote  was  passed  in  the  llotise  of  R<>])resentatives 
on  the  10th  of  !March,  and  met  with  the  aip])robation  of  the 
Governor  and  Council : 

"Whereas,  it  is  of  great  imjtortance  tlmt  a  thorougli  knowl- 
edge be  had  of  the  distance  and  ])racticabilitv  of  a  comnnniication 
between  Number  Four  on  (yonnecticut  river  and  Crown  I'oint, 
aiul  tliat  tlie  course  down  Otter  Creek  to  Lake  Champlain 
should  be  known ;  therefore,  voted  that  his  E.\(rellency  the 
Governor  be,  ami  he  is  hereby  desired  Jis  soon  as  may  be,  to 
aj)point  foiu'teen  men  u]>ou  this  service,  seven  of  them  to  go 
from  said  Niuuber  Four  the  direct  cours(>  to  Crown  Point,  to 
njeasiin;  the  distanc(>  and  gain  what  knowledge  they  can  of  the 
cotmtry  ;  and  tlic  other  seven  to  go  from  said  Number  Foju*  to 
Otter  ('reek  aforesaid  and  down  said  creek  to  I>ake  (Jhamplain, 
observing  the  true  course  of  said  creek,  its  depth  of  wafer,  what 
falls  th<'re  are  in  it  and  also  the  natm'e  of  tlie  soil  on  each  side 
tliercof,  and  what  growtli  of  w<mm1s  is  near  if.  Kacli  partv  of 
said  men  to  keep  a  journal  ol"  their  proceedings  and  oliscrvatiouft 
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1111(1  lay  the  same,  on  tlieir  return,  hi'tbrc  tliirt  Court.  They  to 
ohscn-e  all  such  diret^tions  as  they  may  reeoive  from  his  Excel- 
leiwv.  One  man  in  each  ])arty  to  be  a  pkillt'ul  s«urveyor,  and 
the  persons  cnii>love<l  shall  have  a  reasonable  allowance  made 
tJiem  by  the  Court  lor  their  services." 

It  was  also  ])rojK>sed  to  build  a  strong  fort  on  the  height  of 
land  between  Black  Kiver  and  Otter  Creek.  A  military  post 
there  was  deenu-d  im])ortant,  as  it  would  furnish  an  ojijjortunity 
to  ]>rcvent  the  advance  of  the  enemy  from  Lake  Champlain, 
facilitjite  <>itcniti(>ns  against  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and 
ailbrd  a  safe  retreat  for  scouting  jiarties  from  Connecticut  river. 

1'liis  project  ha<l  also  atti'acted  the  attt'nfion  of  Lord  Ix)udon, 
the  coinniander-inH'hief  of  the  Knglish  forces,  who  desired  that 
the  route  should  be  surveyed  and  the  result  rej)orted  to  him, 
Hy  re(piest,  Col.  Williams  drew  up  a  topographical  sketch  and 
a  des(:ription  of  the  coiintry,  com]>iled  from  the  jounialsof  men 
who  had  traversed  it,  and  presented  the  same  to  his  lordsln'i) ; 
but  this  not  being  quite  satisfactory,  he  was  ordered  to  make  an 
n<xr»irate  examination  of  the  (rountry  with  the  assistance  voted 
by  the  (ieneral  Court,  and  to  give  such  additional  informatiim 
jis  might  ai)]>ear  to  hitn  necessary.  But  the  munber  and 
hostility  of  the  Indians  in  that  region  rendered  the  undertaking 
too  luLzanlous.  A<;cordingly,  though  surveys  were  made  us  far 
Jis  the  height  of  liuid,  there  was  no  attem])tat  this  time  to  build 
either  the  road  or  the  fort. 

in  17r>i),  (ieneral  Amherst  i)rojected  the  construction  of  a 
military  r<jad  from  Number  Four  (now  Charlestown)  on  the 
Coiinecticut  river  to  Crown  Point.  This  was  for  the  ])urj)osc 
<it  tnui.sporting  tr()0])S  and  baggage  fntm  (.,'liarlestown,  it  being 
the  n  ii(!e/vo\is  for  men  enlisted  in  New  llanipshire  and  Mas- 
»»acl''..selts.  Cajit.  Stark,  with  two  hundred  Kaiigers,  entered 
n]>uii  tlic  work.  Commencing  at  ('rown  i'oint,  they  con- 
htnictcd  II  -rood  wiiiron  road  to  Otter  Creek,  and  flience  Lieut.- 
Col.  JLiuks  cut  a  bridal  path  over  the  mountains,  but,  for  some 
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nmson,  <li(l  iu;t  r(»iii|iU'to  tln«  work.  The  loll<>\vin<r  spriiii;, 
Vo\.  tJ«ihn  (tolU',  with  a  n'jriiiu'iit  of  NfW  1  Iuiii]>>liir(<  Mildicrs, 
innn-luHl  from  I.itchtii'Ul  1)V  wny  of  I'»«H'rli<irt>*  iiiul  Iuhmh*  to 
NtiniluT  Koiir.  Bcjriiminir  nt  WontwortlTs  I'crrv,  two  miles 
iihovc  tlio  fort,  tlicv  «'oiistnictr<l  a  new  road  twi'iit v-j^ix  miles  in 
tJu'  course  of  IJlack  Hiver,  as  far  as  the  present  town  of  Ludlow, 
where  terminated  the  path  which  had  been  made  tlie  vear  before 
l»v  Col.  Hawks.  In  thi«  thev  passed  over  the  mountains  to 
Otter  ('rook  and  fhonco  j)ro(;eede(l  to  ('rown  I'oint.  Their 
stores  wore  hrouj^ht  in  wagons  as  far  as  the  twentv-six  miles 
extended  and  tiienc^e  transported  on  horses.  A  drove  of  cattle 
for  the  BUpjily  of  the  army  went  from  KumU-r  Four  by  this 
route  to  Crown  Point.  While  the  soldiers  were  enjxaj.red  in 
<Mitting  this  road,  the  trails  of  Indians  were  (xu-^u^ionally  seen  in 
the  adjoim'ng  woods,  but  no  hostilities  ensued. 

The  road  ])a8sed  through  tho  ])rc.s(mt  townHlii]>  of  Pittsford. 
It  entered  from  tho  south  by  two  brandies  which  united  a  little 
M'est  of  Otter  Creek.  The  first  and  older  branch,  and  jjrobably 
the  only  one  travelled  ]>rior  to  ITf)!),  leading  north  from  wluit 
is  now  known  m  Center  lititland,  entered  this  towi\  a  little  west 
of  what  has  since?  been  known  as  Sutherland  Palls.  Passing 
near  the  ])resent  residences  of  Arfemas  C.  Powers  and  Clinpin 
AVarner  to  where  tlie  Gorham  bridge  now  stands,  it  tliencc 
turned  a  little  westerly,  and  running  past  where  Poger  Steveim 
afterwards  lived,  and  past  the  Kiee,  Mead  and  liarnes  places 
to  the  Puck  ])lace,  it  there  took  a  noi-thwesterly  course  and 
pass(>d  near  tin;  Waters  jdacc — now  Abel  Morgan's — and  ]»ur- 
Hued  ab<»ut  the  same  coin'se  by  wliere  lienjamin  Stevens  and 
AhJi  Hhickniorc  once  resided  to  the  sit(;  of  ]>resee's  mills,  and 
thence  on  to  C^'rown  Point. 

'I'he  second  or  later  lii  ancli,o]K'nc(l  in  I  TM*  or  17(><i,  leading 
nortli  from  the  site  of  the  v  illage  of  I']ast  Rutland,  entered  this 
town  near  where  the  present  higliwav,  leading  s<»iitii  from 
AbnerT.  Kayn<dds\  intersects  the  town  line.    Prom  that  point  it 
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]»tirsiUMl  n  iiortliwestorly  couific  tliron<;l>  land  now  owned  by  IS. 
li.  l^ovclimd,  F.  Mnnlfy,  Marshall  Wood,  and  G.  N.  Eayrcs, 
un«l  near  the  jivcsent  res^idenee  of  Amos  C.  Jvellojri;  it  turned 
westerly  and  crossiHl  !Mill  hrook.  Near  wl»ere  Kl>ene7.er  Hop- 
kins afterwards  lived — now  S.  li.  Loveland's — it  tnrned  north, 
jmssed  a  little  west  of  the  site  of  the  ])resent  Village  to  the 
Olinstead  place,  where  it  tJU'ned  nu>re  westerly  and  crossed 
Otter  Creek  at  u  lord*  just  at  the  mouth  of  what  is  now  known 
as  the  Stevens  hrook,  and  eontinuinj;  westerly,  passed  about 
three  rods  west  of  the  ])resent  residence  of  Benjamin  Stevensf 
and  tmited  with  the  branch  formerly  described  about  one  h'ln- 
<lred  rods  south,  or  perhaps  a  little  southeast,  of  where  Benja- 
min Stevens,  sr.,  afterwards  resided. 

The  followin<;  deueription  of  this  road,  written  by  one  whoso 
father  had  travelled  it,  may  be  worth  qi;()tin<it :  "  I  have  tJiought 
it  nu';^ht  interest  some  of  your  readers  to  see  some  aecrount  of 
the  old  French  track  or  road  from  old  Crown  Point  Fort  to 
Ts'o.  Four,  (now  Charlestown,  N.ll.,)  i»revious  to  the  peace  be- 
tween En<;hind  and  France  in  \1(V,).  !My  attention  was  called  to 
this  subje<rt  by  Mr.  llagcr,  the  State  Geoloj^ist,  callinj^  on  me 
to  inform  him  where  it  wjus.  I  said  to  him  I  had  a  general 
knowledge  of  tJie  route,  but  could  not  answer  the  direct  ques- 
tion. He  then  said  he  nnist  give  uj)  the  iinding  it  on  the 
west  side  of  the  mountain;  he  could  trace  the  road  to  Mount 
Holly  and  no  further.  He  then  told  the  object  of  the  inquiry, 
which  was  that  a  new  State  ^laji  was  in  ])rogreKR,  and  he 
wanted  to  have  the  track  of  tlu?  old  French  road  a]>])ear  on 
it  acroKs  the  State  from  the  two  ])oints  named.  And  it  excited 
iiiv  mind  at  once,  for  the  following  reason  :  ^fy  father,  Klias 
Hall,  then  of  New  Cheshire,  N<-\v  Haven  <-ounty,  C(tnnccticut, 
enHKf<'<l   into  tiie  army  of  Lord  Amherst  at  Ilartf(»r<l,  and  tlic 

• 'I  111-,  I'll- l)i-M(  fiinl  Oil  llic  Crrrk,  wan  iiiiinc<l  I*ilt'»  KonI  in  honor  of  Wlllliiiii 
J'lll,  ilir  •  i-li-lir.ilr<l  Ktit;li.-«li  nl;itc:<Mi:iii  iind  liit-nd  ol  the  colonli-n. 
t  Mr  Sii  \i  i|.i'  corn  Imrn  htiinilb  in  tlii^  roud. 
J  .■*<•<■  Kiilland  llEUAl.n,  Jan.  Ki,  ls<il. 
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coloners  imuw  Wliitiiig.  He  was  at  Crown  Point*  and 
acted  as  Sergeant  and  was  on  fatigue  duty  some  of  tliu  time  in 
digging  the  big  well  in  the  northeast  angle  of  the  fort.  •  •  • 
^Vhen  I  was  nineteen  years  old,  I  went  to  look  over  niv  fathcr'a 
ancient  scenes.  •••••«•• 

Crown  point  Fort  juid  Chinuiey  Pointf  heing  oidy  lialf  a 
mile  ai)art,  the  old  French  road  started  at  the  latter  point  to 
cross  what  is  now  Vermont  and  across  the  mountain.  My 
father,  late  in  the  fall  of  1759,  was  taken  with  the  rheumatism, 
and  had  permission  from  lx>rd  Amherst  to  return  home,  and 
went  in  the  old  French  road,  before  there  was  a  family  in  this 
section  of  the  country  except  what  I  have  mimed  ;  and  he  is  the 
only  individual  I  ever  knew  that  walked  it. 

The  first  night  on  his  way  ho  sto])ped  at  Cam]»  Cftld  S])ring, 
near  the  eastern  j>art  of  the  town  of  Shoreham,  and  six  miles 
M'cst  of  Whiting  depot,  and  ten  miles  southwest  of  Middlebury. 
I  have  forwarded  to  Mr.  Bissell,  who  owns  the  farm  where  the 
spring  is,  a  monument,  to  be  placed  there  to  mark  one  sjjot  on 
the  old  P^rench  road  and  to  designate  the  spot  where  my  de- 
cejised  parent  restx^'d  his  weary  limbs  in  the  wilderness,  one 
Inmdred  and  eleven  years  since  ;  and  have  snggcsted  two  other 
places  to  mark  the  road,  of  some  im])ortance  to  history,  from 
Lake  Champlain  to  Connecticut  Kiver.  I  luulerstand  that  Mr. 
linger,  the  Assistant  State  Geologist,  followed  the  information 
I  comnnnncated  to  him  so<^n  after  his  ai)plication,and  it  appears 
on  the  new  map  as  desired.    There  is  no  doubt  that  Pittsford 

*  Mr.  Hull  wan  willi  Aiiilipr»l'«  iiriiiy  when  It  croMHcd  Hie  Inkc  lo  Invest  Tlcdii- 
•leropi.  The  iiriiiy  liiiided  iil  whiit  hiiM  hImcc  ticeii  ciilhid  Ainhernt'H  hiuidliii;,  Jnut 
ejiolofthe  ouHel  i)l  l.nUc  (ii-or^'i',  I.cird  IIowc'm  l.iiiidln^'  Mufi  In  the  rejir  near  a 
uiHe,  iind  w  here  the  Klciinil'niilN  now  hIoii. 

1  in  Hiicakini;  ol' Chimney  I'olnl,  Mr.  Ilidl  hiivh  :  "In  wlmt  wiik  eidled  the  Krenrli 
HnrvInt'  (ironnd,  I  miw  ii  HliillMh-ii|p|>earhiK  >;nive-nt()ne,  In  n  leaning;  [xmltlon,  with 
the  llunreit  172(1  on  II  ;  and  I  Ihink  IliU  was  the  |dnee  the  llrxt  ohi  nelllerM  of 
what  \n  now  the  town  of  AddUon  lined  for  the  tlead.  The  old  Kreiieh  h<<IIIc- 
nienl  exlendlnt,',  perhiijiH,  live  inlleM  on  the  eajit  tilile  of  llie  lake  I'roni  <  hlniney 
I'olnl.  wiiH  entirely  ahandonedliel  h  ceil  17tMI  and  17tWI  ;  and  nevenil  of  the  hardy 
and  eiileriirl-liiLC  liiiinc-r«  who  removed  from  < 'onne<-llenl  and  M ii-haelMi->el Ih,  took 
|iOM.ei.nlon  of  well  Improved  (arms  ;  and  I  am  liiellm  d  lo  ihliik  thai  |iliuc  waM  tho 
llrt.1  mllh  il  111  Verinoiil  ;  and  I  am  e<Millrnied  III  IIiIm  o|iliilon  hv  a  .Mih.S.irah  Mark- 
ham,  a  dau^jlitcr  of  Ueiijamln  Kelloj^),',  who  wiui  anioiif;  tlione  w  lioeiime  Iheru  Uml." 
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SttMtkudc  Fort*  was  on  the  track ;  it  tlien  went  sotitli  tlirco  or 
four  miles,  turned  southwesterly  from  the  place  where  old  Capt. 
J.  Fasscttf  lived  and  by  where  E.  Dmry,  J.  Warner  and  A. 
Lndd  lived,  in  Pittsford  ;  in  Rutland  by  where  Joe  Keeler  lived 
more  than  twenty  years  since,  by  Scth  Keeler's  to  the  old  Maj. 
Cheney  place,  and  then  south  to  Rutland  Union  Store,  near 
whi(!h  are  the  marks  of  the  Rutland  fort ;  then  it  went  sonth 
over  four  miles,  turniiif^  easterly  passed  tlie  Bownum  place  and 
to  the  north  of  Crary's  Mills,  then  east  to  the  road  going  to 
Shrewsbury  Centre  to  where  Mr.  White  lived  eighty  years 
since,  from  there  to  the  twenty-mile  camji,  three  miles  from  tlie 
old  I)utt<»n  Tavern  Stand,  and  thence  to  No.  Four.  The  brave 
and  celebrated  Major  Rogers,  after  inca-edible  sufferings  and 
liardshiiis,  A\nth  what  men  were  not  starved  on  his  return,  after 
the  destruction  of  the  St.  I'Vancis  Indians,  returned  in  this  road 
to  Crown  Point  in  1759,  a  hazardous  expedition. 

Elias  Hall." 

In  the  foregoing,  Mr.  Hall  terms  this  the  "Old  French  Horn]" 
for  what  reason  we  do  not  understand,  as  it  wjis  not  built  by 
the  French,  but  by  the  British  Provincials  for  the  transportation 
of  iiiilitjiiy  stores  from  Niniiber  Four  to  the  troo])8  sent  to 
invade  Canada,  while  Mr.  Hall's  description  of  the  road  is 
undoubtedly,  in  the  main,  correct,  yet  it  is  not  strictly  so  in 
n-hpcct  to  that  secttion  of  it  which  is  included  within  tlie  limits 
<if  ritthford.  Fort  Mott  was  more  than  half  a  mile,  and  Fort 
Vc:igcaiice  was  nearly  one  and  a  half  miles  nortli  of  Pitt's  Ford, 
tin-  point  at  which  the  road  was  nearest  tlie  forts.  The  distance 
iVoiii  this  ford  to  C!ii)t.  Jonathan  Fiussett's  wjis  less  than  two 
iiiili  s.  'J'Ik;  road  already  iiieiitioiied,  as  jiassing  from  Center 
Kiitliiiid  through  this  town,  on  the  west  side  of  Otter  Creek, 
li  lt  the  road  mentioned  liy  Mr.  Hall  at  Eiist  Rutland,  the  fort 
tlirn-  bciii;^'  the  junction. 

•  Korl  Moll. 

«  l  ijo  farm  uow  owned  \>y  the  litira  of  the  laic  David  Hall. 
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Diiring  the  French  war,  the  New  England  soldiers  engnged 
in  it  had  a  favorable  opportunity  of  becoming  ncquaintcd  with 
the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  this  and  otlicr  inilitar}'  routes. 
Among  tliese  soldiers  many  of  tlie  young  men  were  so  charmed 
witli  the  valley  of  the  Otter  Creek,  that  they  resolved  to  make 
it  their  future  abode.  These  lands  were  claimed  by  New 
Hampshire,  and  had  been  promised  to  the  soldiers  as  a  reward 
for  their  services  in  conquering  the  country  from  the  French. 
But  no  sooner  was  peace  restored  by  the  conquest  of  Canada 
in  17G0,  tlian  a  great  crowd  of  adventurers  and  speculators 
nuule  apphcation  for  them.  Benning  Wentworth,  then  governor 
of  New  Ilainpsliire,  had  alreiidy  granted  several  to^nl8hip8 
on  tlie  west  side  of  Connecticut  river,  and  tliinking  this  a 
favorable  opportunity  for  filling  his  coffers  witli  the  fees,  con- 
tinued to  make  grants,  and  so  rapidly  were  tlio  8ur\'eys  extended, 
that  in  1761,  no  less  tlian  sixty  to^vnsl^ips  of  six  miles  square, 
were  granted  on  tlio  west,  and  eighteen  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river.  Besides  the  fees  and  presents  this  avaricious  governor 
reserved  in  each  township,  five  hundred  acres  of  hmd  to  himself, 
which  wjis  to  be  free  from  all  taxation.  Witliin  two  years  the 
number  of  tliese  to\vaiship8  on  tlio  west  side  of  the  river  num- 
bered one  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  each  of  which  wjis  usinilly 
divided  into  seventy  shares,  of  which  sixty-four  were  granted  to 
that  number  of  individuals  whose  names  were  entered  upon  the 
back  of  the  charter.  In  tliis  transaction  the  claims  of  the 
soldiers  were  entirely  disregarded,  and  tlio  lands  piissed  into 
the  hands  of  a  chuis  of  men  who  sought  to  enhance  tlieir  fortunes 
by  selling  out  their  rights  to  those  who  wished  to  become  actual 
set  tiers. 

TittKford  was  grunted  October  12th,  17G1,  to  E])hiaim 
I^oolitlle  and  sixty-tlirco  others,  and  the  charter,  in  the  uKual 
form  of  the  chiirters  granted  by  New  Ilami)Bhire,  was  as 
follows : 


CIIAKTER  OF  THE  TOWNSIIU*. 
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PROVmCE  OF  NEW  HAMPSniRE 
*       George  the  Third, 

By  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  tlie  Faitli,  &c. 

To  JihL  PeK80N8  to  whom  THESE  PKEaENTa  SHALL  COME : 

GREETING : 

KXOAV"  YE,  that  we  of  our  special  gra(;o,  cert«in  knowledge 
and  more  motion,  for  tlie  due  encouragement  of  settling  a  new 
Plantation  wifhin  our  said  Province,  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Beiniing  AVentworth,  Esq.,  our 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  our  Province  of  New 
Hampshire  in  New  England,  and  of  our  Council  of  said  Prov- 
ince, have  upon  the  conditions  and  reservations  hereinafltr 
made.  Given  and  Granted  and  by  tliesc  Presents  for  us  and  our 
Heirs  and  successors,  do  Give  and  Grant  in  equal  shares  unto 
our  Irving  Subjects,  Inhabitant*  of  our  said  Province  of  Now 
Hampshire  and  of  our  other  Government*,  and  to  tlieir  heirs 
and  jissigns  forever  whoso  names  are  entered  on  this  grant,  to 
be  divided  to  and  among  them,  into  seventy  equal  shares,  all 
tliut  tract  or  Parcel  of  land,  situate  Lying  and  being  within  om* 
said  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  containing  by  a  measurement 
twenty-five  Thousand  acres,  whicli  tract  is  to  contain  sometliing 
more  than  six  nn'les  square  and  no  more  :  out  of  which  an 
Allowance  is  to  be  nuide  for  High  Ways^and  unimprovable 
1  jiuds,  by  Rocks,  Ponds,  Mountains  and  Rivers,  One  Thousand 
and  Forty  Acres  free,  according  to  a  Plan  a!id  Sun'ey  tliereof, 
made  by  Our  said  Governor's  Order,  and  retin-ned  into  the 
Scrrcfary's  Oflicre,  and  hereto  annexed,  butted  and  bounded  as 
follow,^,  viz  :  Bcgiuiiiiig  at  the  northwesterly  corner  of  Rutland, 
tlicnci;  Running  North  four  Degrees  west  Six  Miles,  Thence 
Ka-^f  live;   Dcgroes  South  Six  ^Miles,  thence   South  Twenty 

•  Tlir .  imrl.  r,  Mill  to  l.c  nccii  iit  llie  Town  Clt-rk'n  Olllc-p,  wiui  printed  with  larno 
iy|M-,  on  ihi-  kliiil  of  i>ii])cr  In  coMiinon  uhl'  iU  ilmt  time,  Imt  It  ban  been  so  oaen 
»"ldr<l  and  unfolilctl,  tliul  it  1h  now  broken  Into  twclvi-  |ile(  CH. 
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Degrees  East  to  Rutland  afore  said,  tlienco  West  five  Degrees 
Nortli  hy  Rutland,  The  Nortli  westerly  Comtr  Thereof  The 
IJounds  fir8t  Above  Mentioned,  And  that  the  same  l>c  and 
hereby  is  ine^rjiorated  into  a  To^nl8hip  by  the  Name  of  Pitts- 
ford,'  And  the  Inhabitants  that  do  or  shall  hereafter  inhabit  the 
wiid  Township  are  hereby  declared  be  Enfranchized  with  and 
Intitled  to  all  and  every  tlio  Trivilcges  and  Lnmiuntics  that 
other  To^\^^s  within  Our  P^o^'inco  by  Law  Exercise  and  Enjoy. 
And  further  that  the  said  Tovm  as  soon  as  there  shall  bo  Fifty 
Families  resident  and  settled  tliercon,  shall  have  the  liberty  of 
^lolding  Two  Fairs,  one  of  which  shall  be  held  on  tlie  second 
t  And  the  other  on  the  annually,  wluch 

Fjiirs  are  not  to  continuo  longer  than  the  said 
4-nd  that  as  soon  as  the  said  Town  sliall  consist  of  Fifty 
Families,  a  Market  may  be  opened  one  or  more  days  in  each 
Week,  Jis  may  be  thought  most  advantagions  to  the  Lihabitants. 
Also  that  the  said  Meeting  for  the  Choice  of  Town  Officers, 
iigrooablo  to  tlie  Laws  of  our  said  Province,  shall  bo  hold  on 
the  second  Thursday  of  December  next,  which  said  meeting 
Bhall  be  notified  by  Capt.  Ephraim  Doolittle,  who  is  herel»y 
also  appointed  tlie  Moderator  of  tlio  said  first  Meeting  which 
he  is  to  Notify  and  Goveni  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and  customs 
of  Our  said  ProNonce,  and  that  the  annual  Meeting  forever 
hereafter  for  the  Choice  of  such  Officers  for  tlie  sjud  Tom\  sluill 
be  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March  anmially.  To  Uavk  and 
JIoi.i)  the  said  Tract  of  Land  as  above  expressed,  together 
with  all  the  Privileges  and  Appurtenances,  to  tliem  and  their 
respective  lleirs  and  Assigns  forever  upon  the  following  Con- 
ditions, viz : 

L  Tlijit  every  Gnmtee  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  shidl  plant 
and  eidtivuto  five  Acres  of  Land  within  the  Tenn  of  live  Yeare 
for  every  fifty  Acres  contained  in  his  or  tlieir  Share  or  Pro- 

•  Niimcd  from  ItJt  |>rliK-l|inl  ford.    8oc  nolc,  imgo  ir>. 

♦  Till-  c-linn<T  wna  originally  a  printed  binuk,  oud  the  sjiuccjt  Indlcnlcd  by  the 
diuib  wcro  not  llllcd.  « 
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jiortioTi  of  Lnnd  in  said  To^v7l8hip,  and  continue  to  improve  and 
Hcttlc  the  same*  by  additional  Cnltivations,  on  Penalty  of  the 
Forfeiture  of  his  Grant  or  Share  in  the  said  TovTiship,  and  of 
its  reverting  to  ITs  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  to  be  by  us  or 
Them  Rej^ranted  to  such  of  Our  Subjects  as  shall  effectually 
settle  and  cultivate  the  same. 

II.  That  all  -white  and  other  Pine  Trees  V'ithin  the  said 
Townnhip,  fit  for  !M>istin<;  Our  Royal  "Nnvy  be  carefully  pre- 
Her\'ed  for  tluit  Use,  and  none  to  be  cut  or  felled  without  Our 
8])eciHl  Licence  for  so  doing  first  had  and  obtained,  upon  the 
IVnalfy  of  Forfeiture  of  the  Right  of  Grantee,  his  Ilcirs  and 
AsHiguH,  to  Us  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  as  well  as  being 
subject  to  the  Penalty  of  an  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament  Unit 
now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  bo  enacted. 

III.  Tliat  before  any  Division  of  Land  be  made  to  and 
among  the  Grantxjes,  a  Tract  of  Land  as  near  tlio  Centre  of 
the  said  Towjishiji  jis  the  Land  yn\\  admit  of,  shall  bo  reserved 
and  marked  out  for  Towni  Ix)tfl,  one  of  wliich  shall  bo  allotted 
to  emOi  Grantee  of  the  Contents  of  one  Acre. 

IV.  Yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  Us,  Our  Heirs  and 
SiicccHsors  for  the  s])ace  often  Years,  to  be  computed  from  the 
|)at<'  liereof,  the  Rent  of  One  Ear  of  Indian  Corn  only,  on  tlie 
twciity-lifth  Day  of  Decemler  nnmuiWy,  if  lawfully  demanded, 
the  firnt  Payment  to  be  made  on  the  twenty -fiflh  Day  of 
December  17C2. 

V.  Every  Proprietor,  Settler  or  Lihabitant,  shall  yield  and 
I'liy  unto  IIh,  our  Heirs  and  Successors  yearly,  aTid  every  Year 
forever,  frr)m  and  after  tlic  Exi)iration  of  ten  Years  froui  the 
almvc  Hiiid  twenty-fiftli  Day  of  December,  namely,  on  the 
fwcnfy-lifth  Day  of  Decemlier,  in  tlie  Year  of  our  l^)rd  1772, 
"in*  Siiillitifr  Proclamation  Money  for  every  Hundred  Acres  he 

owns,  scttleri  or  jiossesses,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater 
or  Irx^cr  Tract  of  the  said  Land  ;  wliicli  I^foney  sliall  be  paid 
by  the  rcsj)ective  persons  abovcsaid,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns,  in 
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our  Council  Chamber  in  Portsmouth,  or  to  mch  Officer  or 
Officers  as  shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  wiuie ;  and  this  to 
be  in  Lieu  of  all  other  Rents  and  Services  whatsoever. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  sejil  of  our  said 
Province  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  "Witness  BENNIES G 
"WENTWORTII,  Esq.,  Our  Governor  and  Connnandor-in- 
Chief  of  our  said  Province,  the  Twelfth  Day  of  October,  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  CHRIST,  One  Thousand  Seven  Ilundred 
and  Si.\ty-one,  And  in  tlie  first  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

B.  WEJ^TWORTH. 

By  His  Excellency's 
Command  With  Advice 
of  Council. 

Thkouoke  Atkinson,  Secretary. 
Province  of  Now  Hampshire,  October  12,  1762.  Recorded 
in  the  Book  of  Charters,  Pago  249  and  250. 

TuKODOKK  Atkinson,  Secretary. 

The  Names  of  tlio  Grantees  of  Pittsford. 


El'HKAIM  DoOLrrPLE, 

Lucius  Doolittlk, 

AV11J.1AM  Nuttino, 

Eheni-izer  IIa.rvev, 

Samuel  Bowers, 

JoJEPH  Burt, 

JosnuA  HurcniNS, 

Aaron  Burt, 

AiiKAiiAM  Norton, 

Aaron  Deniho, 

John  HuniJARn, 

David  Fieu), 

Alkxandkr  Soott, 

John  Arms, 

AnHRKD  PoWKItfl, 

JoBiAii  Arms, 

Nathaniki.  More,  .Tun., 

Ei.iSHA  Hau.,  Jr., 

Roiiert  Crowfori), 

CiiARKi-aj  Wnim.ESEV,  Esq., 

Edward  Flint, 

Nathaniel  Chanov,  Esq., 

Daniel  McFarlino, 

Luoius  IIali., 

GexiROK  RoilINS, 

Samuel  "WiiiTTLfrflEV, 

Phiniah  IIavward, 

CiiAN(;v  WnirrLMEv, 

Ezra  SAN<iKR, 

Jeiiediah  Winhm>w, 

John  Oakh, 

Timothy  PArrERHON, 

N Aires  OF  THE  GRANTEES. 
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I 'AVID  (,)aK8, 

DaXTJ)  rURPAW, 

John  Jenks, 

Nathan  Jewett, 

John  Benham, 

Benjamin  Huntley, 

Daniel  Thomas, 

Daniei.  Dkeggs, 

El.ISllA  AVllITTLESEY, 

Amos  Jon1':8, 

AsiniEi,  STiLt», 

PhINEAS  NE^VTON, 

Kmsii  IIaix, 

Elisha  Fuller, 

Sami;kl  Manskieu), 

Samuel  Fuller,  Jun., 

John  Haix  tliu  r>tli, 

Elkanah  Fox, 

Lent  2«Ieuiman, 

Elibma  Harvey, 

Daniel  Loud, 

WiLijAM  Steward, 

John  ]/k)MI8, 

Daniel  AVarner,  Esq., 

KiciiAKi)  WiiiERT,  Esq., 

Peter  Johnson, 

Daniel  Boyden, 

Samuel  Brewer,  . 

Theoik)KE  Atkinson,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Samuel  Johnson, 

Joshua  Johnson, 

Jacob  Hemminoway.  , 

His  Excellency  Benning 

Wentworth,  Esq.,  a  Tract  of  Land 

to  cont4iin  five  Hundred  Acres  as  marked  B.  W.  in  the  Plan, 
which  is  to  be  accounted  two  of  the  within  shares.  One  share 
for  the  Tncoq)oration  .for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  l*art8.  One  Share  for  the  Glebe  for  the  Church  of 
Kngluiid  iiK  l)j  Law  Estjiblished.  One  share  for  the  first  settled 
MiiiistjiT  of  the  Gospel,  and  one  share  for  the  Benefit  of  a 
Sch<M)l  in  said  Towii. 

St^N:^  ok  Vermont 
Surveyor  Generars  Office,  Sunderland  July  the  20th  1787. 
K«'«-orded  in  the  Book  of  Charters  for  New  ILiinpshire  Grants, 
Pago  202,  203  and  204. 

J.  I.  Allen,  Sun'cyor  Gener^." 

Of  these  grantees  we  have  but  little  knowledge.  The  most 
of  tlifiii  were  residents  of  Massachusetts,  though  a  few  from 
N<;w  IIiini])shire  joined  them  to  make  the  requisite  number 
(fixty-ioiii)  to  obtjiin  a  charter  of  tlie  township,  but  none  of 
them  ever  had  a  pennanent  residence  within  its  boimds.  The 
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most  nctive  and  influential  wns  Col.  Ephmiin  Doolittlc,  who 
j)robal)ly  did  more  tJian  any  other  to  eftbct  the  scttleniont  of 
the  town.  lie  was  a  resident  of  "\Voroi»Pter,  J^rass.,  and  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  French  war,  received  a  Captain's  coni- 
niission  and  entered  tlie  service  of  tlie  Coloin'cs,  was  with  Gen. 
Anilierst  at  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  in 
1759,  and  it  is  said  that  he  assisted  Stark  in  opening  and  coni- 
])leting  the  military  road  from  Crown  Point  to  Otter  Creek. 
He  was  Colonel  of  the  Massachusetts  Militia  in  tlie  Revolution, 
and  afterward  settled  in  Shorehani,  Yei-niont,  of  which  town 
ho  was  one  of  the  grantees.    He  died  there  in  1 807. 

Thus  the  grantees  by  the  pajnnent  of  a  small  sum  had 
secured  to  tliom  tlic  title  to  a  tract  of  land  which,  as  they  suj)- 
poscd,  would  be  eagerly  sought  by  a  class  of  men  who  wished 
to  make  for  tliomselves  permanent  homes  in  a  new  country. 
Put  unforeseen  events  prevented  the  immediate  realization  of 
their  cherished  hopes.  It  was  soon  found  that  another  State 
jittsortod  its  claim  to  tliis  same  tcrritorj',  and  that  the  vididity  of 
their  title  depended  upon  contingencies  too  uncert^iin  to  com- 
numd  tlio  conlidenco  of  prudent  men.  A  controvers}'  had 
commenced  between  New  York  and  New  Ilanipshiro  res])cct.- 
ing  their  nnitual  boundary.  New  York  asserted  its  right  to  the 
territory  which  New  Hampshire  claimed,  and  till  this  was 
settled,  claimants  under  grants  from  the  latter  nnist  remain 
uncertjiin  wliether  their  claims  woidd  prove  to  bo  valid.  And 
it  was  not  till  the  promulgation  of  the  King's  Order  in  Council 
(if  Ai)ril  11,  17G7,  whicli  was  construed  to  favor  the  claims  of 
New  Hampsliire,  tliat  men  seeking  new  liomes  felt  wiUing  to 
Htako  tj^uir  fortiuics  in  this  newly  gnuited  townshii>. 


THE  OOATJKNOR  8  UYT. 
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ClIArTER  IT. 

J*tvprieior8^  Jlecordit;  0ovemor^9  Lot;  First  Settlement ;  Propri- 
etors^ Meetinijn ;  Pitches  of  Fir  sty  Second  and  Third  Divi- 
•    sioH  Lots ;  Settlers.  1770—1780. 

A«  tho  records  of  tJie  Proprietors  for  tlie  first  t^  years  uro 
lost,  M-o  Imvo  no  means  of  knowing  when  tliey  organized  or 
who  M'ero  tlieir  first  ofKcers  ;  but  it  is  knowii  tluit  at  a  very 
curly  ])eri<)d  they  i)roceeded  to  carry  out  tlic  j)rovision8  of  tlio 
<'hHrtor.  Tlic  township  was  <!areful]y  surveyed,  and  we  are  told 
flint  Governor  Wentworth,  in  tho  loc4ition  of  his  five  hundred 
nero  lot,  was  made  tho  dupe  of  a  little  sharp  ]»ractice.  Capt. 
Doulittle  drew  a  ])lan  of  tho  township,  and  in  the  southeast  part 
it  represented  a  stream  of  water  and  the  oidy  one  on  the  j)lun. 
'I'll in  he  carric.'d  to  Portmnouth  and  laid  iK-'fore  the  Govenior, 
and  on  hiMUg  juiked  what  stream  Avius  there  represented,  replied, 
Kiiht  Cfeek.  His  Excellency  suj)])08ing  it  to  Ikj  Otter  Creek, 
nn<l  knowing  that  the  lands  u])on  that  stream  were  of  the  best 
<jti»lity,  said  that  ho  woidd  have  hio  lot  in  tho  southeast  comer 
of  tho  township.  It  Aviis  surveyed  off  to  him  and  marked 
15.  W.'on  the  ]»la!i.  Some  time  after  this  he  had  the  exquisite 
plciii^iire  of  finding  that  East  Creek  was  not  Otter  Creek,  l)ut  a 
hiuiill  htrcaiii  running  through  tho  ])()orcst  ',tart  of  the  towiishij). 

TIk;  iirst  condLlion  of  the  charter  rcijiiiriiig  "every  grantee 
to  I'lunt  and  cultivate  fi\o  acres  of  land,  within  the  term  of  five 
yciiTH,  for  (!very  fifty  a<tres  cojitaincd  in  his  or  their  sliare  or 
prnporlidii  ui'  land  in  said  townshi]i,"  was  not  fullillcd.  JIow 
•      wiu-i  t<jlfrule(l  we  are  not  inlormed  ;  ljut  we  may  suppose. 
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tliat  ill  (•oiisidcrntioii  of  tlio  confluttiiig  claims  to  this  territory, 
niid  the  uiisetthnl  condition  of  public  nllairs,  Ilis  Excellency 
tlu>iij;ht  it  wise  to  exercise  clemency  towards  his  "loving  sub- 
jiH'ts."  Tlie  township  being  dinded  into  seventy  shares,  tlie 
proportion  of  liiiid  for  eadi  grantee  was  nearly  ;}(50  a(Tes.  It 
woiihl  appear  from  the  records  that,  for  a  time,  the  grantees 
carried  on  (piite  a  traftic  in  these  toMii  shares  or  riglits,  and  at 
one  |»oriod  Capt.  J)ooIittle  owned  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  town- 
ship. 

Though  anxious  to  effect  the  settlement  of  the  township,  if 
was  not  till  170J)  tiiat  the  proprietors  were  able  to  dis])ose  of  a 
right  to  aiyictual  settler.  This  year  Gideon  Cooley  bought  of 
Kphraiiii  Doolittle  one  right  located  in  the  south  part  of  the 
townsliip,  upon  wliicli  he  had  already  made  improvements,  lie 
wnfl  the  son  of  lienjamin  Cooley  who  was  born  in  1702,  mar- 
ried Hetscy  ,  and  located  in  Greenwich,  l^Iass.,  where 

were  born  to  him"  by  this  mniTiage  three  daughters  and  one  son. 
His  wife  lU-tsey  died  about  the  year  1745,  and  the  following 

year  he  married  !Mary  ,  who  was  born  in  1725.  The 

diihlreii  by  this  marriage  were — Ist,  Benjamin,  born  April  30, 
1747  ;  2d,  Keul)eii,  born  April  25,  1752  ;  3d  and  4th,  Azariah 
and  Naomi  (twins),  l)orn  July  20,  1755;  5tli,  Margaret,  l)orn 
Nov(rm1icr  \'.\,  1757.  ^ 

Gideon  (/oolcy  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  by  his  first  wife, 
and  was  born  about  the  year  1737.  At  the  (commencement  of 
tlic  l*'i<;nch  war  lie  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  his 
c()uiiti  v,  and  was  assigned  to  the  c()m])any  commanded  by  Tla])t. 
l)oolitth'.  During  his  three  years  service  he  j)asscd  through 
this  region  of  country  several  times,  and  whenever  he  came  in 
sight  of  tlic  viillcy  of  tlic  Otter  ('reck  we  an;  informed  that  he 
expressed  Ins  liigliest  admiration  of  it.  At  the  expiration  of 
hi.-.  t<-riii  of  (  iilistmciit  he  received  his  discharge,  and  reluriiing 
oil  tiic  iii'';itiirv  roiid  from  Cruuii  I'oiiit,  when  he  liiid  arrived 
iK  iir  ()tt(  r  Creek  he  lollowed  the  old  road  ujt  the  west  side  of 
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it  (ill  he  reached  the  high  hhiff  a  few  rods  -west  of  the  present 
Gorham  Bridge,  and  standing  there  he  remarked  to  a  comrade, 
"That,"  ])ointing  to  the  broad  ex]>aiise  below,  "  is  the  jdace  for 
me."  lint  he  returned  Greenwich,  married  Elizabeth  Osboni 
of  that  town,  in  October,  IToS,*  and  resided  there  till  the 
spring  of  1700,  when  he  came  to  I'ittsford  to  make  a  more 
thorough  e.\])loration  of  the  country  which  had  so  long  llitted 
before  his  ment^d  vision.  By  u  more  critical  examination  of 
the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  known  as  J>utherland 
Falls,  he  discovered  some  seventy  acres  on  the  cast  siih;  of  the 
Creek,  juttJng  in  "towards  the  Falls  on  the  west  and  the  high- 
lands on  the  east,  and  covered  with  shallow  water  rctjiined  there 
by  a  dam  which  liad  been  constructed  by  beavers,  lie  was 
convinced  that  by  cutting  this  dum  and  draining  the  land,  he 
might  soon  have  a  fruitful  field.  This  to  him  was  a  coveted 
spot;  and  he  therefore  applied  to  liis  friend  Capt.  Doolittle  for 
a  deed  of  it.  The  Captain  having  a  large  interest  in  the  town- 
ship and  being  anxious  to  effect  its  settlement,  promised  hin> 
one  right  of  land  as  a  gift,  on  condition  that  Ik;  would  imi)rovc 
and  occupy  it,  or  in  other  words  become  a  bona  fide  settler ;  and 
to  make  the  promise  sure  he  gave  him  a  bond  for  a  deed.  Thus 
encouraged  Mr.  Cooley  hastened  to  Greenwich  to  get  his 
younger  brother,  Benjamin,  to  accompany  him  to  Pittsford  and 
assist  him  in  making  improvements  ui)on  his  land,  l^ut  Ik'uja- 
min  being  only  nineteen  years  of  age  his  father  refused  to  give 
him  his  time.  It  was  finally  agreed  that  Gideon  should  renuiin 
in  Gi^jenwich  and  work  for  his  father  one  year,  in  c(>m])ensa- 
tion  for  a  year  of  Beiijamin's  time.  Gideon's  share  of  the 
(tontract  having  been  ])erformed,  early  in  the  summer  of  17(>7, 
the  two  brothers,  taking  a  j)ackage  of  jTovisions,  axes,  sli(tvel 
and  hoe,  set  out  on  horsebackj  to  make  tor  themselves  u  future 
home  in  the  wilderness.    An-iving  in  Pittsford,  after  making  a 

*We  art!  unnbln  to  llx  Ilie  jirccito;  dnlo  of  llilt.  inurriau'i-,  I'lii  tin-  nc  (irdn  of 
Grcfinvich  conlai  . a  iiolici:  <)1  tliclr  iiilcniloii  of  iii:iit1:i;,'c,  ihiicd  ( )i  lohcr  it,  17'»">; 
so  it  Ih  (luitc  proliaiilf  they  were  inarrleil  tlio  lalti  r  purl  ol  tlmt  luiuilli. 

t  Tlicy  had  but  ono  horse.  ) 
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nidc  BlipJtor  they  coinnieiiced  a  clearing,  and  in  a  short  time 
liogan  to  hniUl  a  log  house.  In  this  they  paid  but  little  atten- 
tion to  the  nilos  of  architet;tnre,  but  gave  to  it  euch  shajie  and 
]»ro]>ortion8,  as  a]ipeared  to  tliem  beat  adapted  to  tlieir  more 
nririMit  ne<^cssities.  Tliis  house  stood  aliout  filteen  rods  nortli- 
cast  of  the  present  residence  of  Samuel  B.  Loveland,  and  on 
the  cjist  side  of  the  present  highway.  The  only  vestige  of  it 
now  reniaim'ng  is  a  smjdl  excjivation  in  the  ground,  wliich  once 
constituted  tlie  celhir.  Their  living  consisted  mostly  of  game 
with  which  the  woods  aliounded,  though  the  streams  contrib- 
uted no  insignilicant  part  from  their  living  tenjuits.  With  tlie 
exception  of  one  or  two  trips  to  Bennington  to  procure  a  few 
of  the  necessaries  of  life,  tlio}'  spent  tlio  sununer  here.  They 
enlarged  their  clearing,  comjdeted  the  house  and  made  such 
general  arrangements  as  woidd  enable  them  to  resume  tlieir 
inij>rovcmcnts  another  year  to  better  advantage.  In  the  fall 
they  went  back  to  Greenwnch  where  they  Bj>ent  the  winter. 
Early  in^May  the-  next  year  they  returned  to  Pittsfonl,  bring- 
ing with  them  the  seeds  for  a  I'uturo  han'est. 

Uj)  to  tliis  time  Benjamin  liad  suj>po8ed  that  he  was  to  sliare 
e<|ually  with  liis  brother,  in  the  land  they  had  taken  U]»,  and  in 
tlie  improvements.  But  now,  to  his  great  disapjKiintment,  he 
learned  that  Gideon  liad  both  the  land  and  the  im])r()vements 
secured  to  liiniself.  Tliis  ])ro(]uced  some  alienation  of  feeling, 
and  Benjamin  left  his  brother,  went  to  the  townshij)  of  Addi- 
son and  took  nj)  a  lot  of  land  oji  the  ]»order  of  Lake  Cham- 
j>lain.  (tideon,  however,  remained  in  Pittsford,  and  with  the 
assisfaiKre  of  a  hired  man,  contimied  the  imjirovements  uj)on 
his  luiid,  and  during  that  season  raised  s<niie  corn,  jiotatocs  and 
oilier  vegetables,  and  got  liis  ])lace  ready  for  the  reccpfion  of 
his  hoiiseliold  the  following  year,  lie  returned  to  (iicenwicli 
in  the  full,  and  during  the  winter  made  the  ne<  ywirv  iirraiige- 
nicnls  for  tl"^-  I'eiiiovid  of  liis  lainily.  In  the  meaiitiiiie  Hciijamin, 
wlio,  jH  w(!  have  sfiitcci,  went  to  Addison,  had  labored  there 
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tlirougli  the  summer  of  1768,  but  in  the  fall  lie  suflerod  bo 
severely  from  intermittent  fever  that  he  al)andoncd  his  land 
upon  the  lake  and  returned  to  Greeinvich.  The  f<jllowin<jf  win- 
ter Gideon,  probably  actuated  by  Bvmjiathy  for  his  Itrotlier,  and 
by  tlie  desire  of  reeoneiliation,  ap]>lie(l  to  Ca])t.  Doolittle  jn  his 
behalf,  and  obtained  from  him  the  plcd<;e  of  a  deed  of  ono 
hundred  acres,  on  condition  tliat  ho  (Benjamin)  should  im- 
prove and  occupy  it.  Thi?  was  satisfactory  to  lieiijamin,  the 
jiast  difl('ren<!e8  of  llio  brothers  were  for<^ottcn,  and  they  made 
tlio  needful  arran<;ements  for  removing  to  the  wihlcniess  of 
Vermont,  jis  early  in  the  spring  as  the  condition  of  the  roads 
would  pennit.  Procuring  two  horses  for  the  occasion,  Gideon, 
his  wife  and  five  children,  accompanied  by  Benjamin,  set  out 
al)Out  the  first  of  May  on  the  journey.  Their  scanty  furniture 
and  domestic  utensils  were  packed  in  sacks  which  were  carried 
upon  the  backs  of  the  horses.  Thus  encumbered,  their  progress 
was  nocessarily  slow,  but  aft^jr  a  toilsome  jounicy  attended  with 
many  vexatious  delays,  they  reached  the  humble  log  cabin  far 
removed  from  the  haunts  of  civilization. 

Hero  then  we  date  the  beginning  of  the  sestlemcnt  of  Pitts- 
ford  by  the  Euroj)ean  race.  Of  the  exact  day  we  are  not 
informed,  but  that  it  wjis  early  in  May  there  c^m  be  little  doubt. 

They  at  onco  "set  up  house-keei»ing,"  and  during  that  year 
the  two  brotliers  worked  together,  and  by  hard  labor  succeeded 
in  raising  a  comfortable  supply  of  provisions.  Jk'sides  culti- 
vating the  land  whicli  had  been  cleared  on  Gideon's  lot  tlicy 
niad(!  a  <rl(^aring  and  some  other  imi»rovements  on  Ik'iijamin's 
lot,  wh'nii  he  "pitched"*  on  the  east  side  of  Otter  Creek,  and 
a  litthi  more  than  a  mile  north  of  Gideon's  j)itcli. 

The  two  Cooler's  having  performed  tlieir  jiart  of  the  con- 
tnu't,  in  tlie  fall  Caj>t.  JJoolitlle,  in  fidtilmcnt  of  his  ])art, 
j>reHciited  them  deeds  of  tlieir  lands.  Gideon's  deed  covered 
tlu;  right  or  shaj^p  of  Kobert  Crawford,  of  whom  Doolittle  hud 
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jnirclmst'd  it,  and  Bciijnmin's  deed  entitled  liiin  to  one  hundred 
Hores,  wh'u'h  constituted  a  jmrt  of  tlie  right  of  Daniel  Boyden, 
of  whom  Doolittle  liad  l)oui;ht,  and  this  division  was  "to 
itiolude  all  the  Intervale  IauhI  belonging  to  said  Boydcn's 
Kiglif." 

Tiu'se  lands  are  described  as  being  in  the  town  of  Pittsford, 
County  of  Albany  and  State  of  New  YorTc^  and  the  deeds  bear 
date  "the  ^iOth  day  of  ()ctol)er,  in  the  Tenth  year  of  his 
majesty's  Kcign,  A.  1).  1709."» 

The  ])itch  which  had  been  made  by  Gideon,  and  of  which 
he  now  had  a  warranty  deed,  included  the  farm  nt»w  owned  by 
Samuel  B.  l^ovelaud.  Tiio  beaver  dam  to  which  allusion  luw 
been  ma<le,  was  about  one  hundred  rods  west  of  Mr.  L.'s  pres- 
ent residence,  but  it  has  been  so  much  disturbed  by  agricultiu-al 
oi)erations  that  scarcely  a  vestige  of  it  renuiins. 

Thus  we  have  one  solitjiry  family  quietly  sctfJed  in  the 
wilderness  of  I'ittslbrd ;  but  during  the  winter  of  1709-70,  wo 
hear  Utile  from  them.  Pearly  in  the  S})ring,  however, -the  elder 
Cooley  emerges  from  his  se(tlusion  and  rej)ort8  lumself  to  the 
world.  It  appears  that  the  family  had  passed  the  winter  com- 
fortably, living  in  ]tart  u])on  vegetables  raised  the  previous 
season,  and  in  ])art  upon  venison,  an  abundance  of  which  was 
readily  obtained. f  Tlu;  most  of  the  cooking  was  done  in  a 
small  iron  keltic  brought  with  them  from  Greonwich.  This 
utensil  is  still  jireservcd  in  the  Cooley  family  as  a  relic  of  tluit 
olden  time. 

•Tin'  0(>n"l(l<  riill(iii  of  llic-r  (Iccdd  wnn  lioinliiiil  hiiiii  of  llvo  Ntilllliipi  wiiicli 
iirnlmlily  paid  Int  iiiiiUiiii.-  llii-  \\  i  ll lii^jK.  Tin-  dccils  wcrr  cxcciili'd  ill  Won  i  Mli  r, 
Slu-x.,  .liiM  |di  (  lilldt  niid  TliiMimM  l.iiloii  liclii^'  tlic  wiliicuscH,  iiiiil  .liiliii  Clmiiillcr 
llir  lii-lii  T  Im  Iiph'  uIioim  |Iii  \  «  l  ie  iickliow  Icdijrd.  In  nrdi-r  Ui  huI|-<IV  lilin^i  ll  lliiil 
till'  ('iioli'V*  liiid  liillllird  till'  c'uhdilliiii  <>l  tlic  l.iiiid,  ('ii|it.  Dixillllli',  with  llirdrcdA 
III  III"  IHM'ki'l,  I'Hilli'  til  I'lllflolll  nil  linlxcli.lcU.  Ill'  lolllld  lliclll  ill  work,  <'lllllll[^ 
tliiilM'r  on  llir  Ititi'i'Milr  iilioiit  iwnity  rodn  I'lml  of  llic  cn-ck,  iitid  on  liiiid  now 
OH  IK  (I  liy  <i.  N.  l',.iyi(-.  ^'Im  <  'ii|'l  ilii,  rlilliiK  iiciir,  dUlnoiinlcd  unit  u  iilki  d  ii|i  U» 
III!  Ill  ;  mill  u  lillr  riii,'iii,'rd  111  i  on vi  Tr-iil Inn  lir  llirii'l  III"  \vlllo«  rldln;;  hlli  k  lliioii^li 
11  liollow  >.|iiii||i  Inio  ilii'  Ljroiiiid.  Il  look  rool,  iir>-\\  iitiil  Ix-iiiiiir  ijiiilc  a  hliiUdy 
in-i-.  iiiid  Win  kliiiidln^  till  wlililii  muih-  llilrlv  y<-iir«. 

t  rio'  Irailllloii  III  till'  liiiiiily  in  lliiil  (tidroii  iinil  liU  lirotlicr  kllird  Hcvi-iitCL'U 
IxiirK  lliiil  wliiirr 
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SoiiK!  k'isiiro  lioiirs  wliic-li  could  be  spared  Iroin  luinily  cflrcs, 
weix'  improved  in  the  preliminary  arrangements  for  making 
maple  sugar.  Tliev  nianut'aetured  sa]>-s])out8,  and  from  split 
jogs  excavated  small  troughs  —  the  antecedents  of  hiu-kets. 
Tlicv  were  obliged  to  obtain  their  kettles  from  Bennington. 
I'ut  on  account  of  the  dejith  of  snt>w  it  was  ini])ossible  to  go 
there  with  a  hor^e ;  consequently  Gideon  resolved  to  make  the 
jounu'V  on  snow-sh(H's.  AVitliout  u  load  this  was  easily  accom- 
plished, Imt  when  he  ha<l  jMirchased  his  two  kettles  and  attemj>ted 
t<»  n-turn  with  them,  their  condiined  weight  was  more  than  ho 
<H)uld  enrry.  Hut  being  determined  to  accomplish  the  object  of 
hi»  jonnu-y,  he  carried  one  kettle  n  short  distaiice,  and  setting 
tins  down,  rettjrned  and  got  the  other;  and  tluis  he  persevered 
till  he  had  carried  both  home.  How  much  sugar  wius  made  that 
sprijjg  »iH  the  effect  of  this  labor  wo  have  no  means  of  knowing, 
but  it  is  rojwonable  to  ])resiuno  that  their  grocery  bill  for  the 
year  1770,  did  not  cont^iiii  the  Bnceluirinc  \Uim. 

Benjamin  Cooley's  lnu»dred  acres  incrluded  what  has  since 
Ik-cii  ki»)wn  jiH  the  Cooley  farm,  a.vory  snudl  j»art  of  which  is 
now  owned  by  Peter  Fredett.  During  the  year  1 770,  he  devoted 
his  linn*  to  im])rovements  u])0!i  this  tract,  thou^i  he  continued 
to  board  in  liis  brother's  family  till  1771,  when  he  built  a  log 
luMHc  which  stood  about  two  rods  west  of  the  house  now  stand- 
ing on  tlic  farm.  In  this  he  resided  alone  till  tlie  18th  day  of 
February,  17^3,  when  he  married  Iluth  J5each,  who  was  born 
in  .Morrisfown,  N.  J.,  Jan.  11,  17^0,  but  at  tlie  time  of  her 
marriage  was  residing  in  Kutland,  Vt.  After  occuj)ying  the 
log  house  a  few  years  Mr.  Cooley  built  a  frame  house  whi(th,  in 
the  year  lS()i>,  was  burned.  The  i)resent  house  was  built  by 
Mr.  CfKilcy  on  th(!  same  site. 

In  the  year  1770,  seven  individuals  with  their  famili(>s,  iuflu- 
«'iice<l  by  the  glowing  accounts  they  had  heard  of  the  new 
miiiitry,  cast  t'.sir  lot  among  the  j)ione('rs  of  the  wilderness  of 
l*ill*.fi>r(i.  'i'licsc  were  llogcr  Stevens,  Ebenezer  Hopkins,  James 
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IIopkiuR,  Bniiniel  Cripj>cn,  Felix  I'tnroll,  liwic  Ilootl  and  Isnju? 
Buck. 

Kogcr  Stovons  wn»  tiio  eUlor  eon  of  Stevens,* 

■wlio  vfn»  l>oni  in  Wales  about  tlie  year  1700,  einignitcd  to  tliis 
country  in  early  life,  married  and  l(Kvxte<I  on  wliat  was  known. 
m  Quaker  Jlill,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  1722.  He  had  two  8ons,t 
Ilogcr  and  ]ieiijaniin,  the  Ibnner  bom  in  1730,  the  latter  in 
1734.  Rof^er  was  ])laeed  as  an  aj)|)reiiticc  to  a  hatter,  a  trade 
l>o  learned  and  al'terwards  prosecuted  with  considerable  success. 
About  the  year  1745,  he  married  Mary,  sister  of  Capt.  Ephraini 
DiMilittle,  who  j)rocured  the  charter  of  the  township  of  Pitts- 
ford,  and  continued  his  residence  on  Quaker  Hill,  where  were 
l>oni  to  him  the  following  children,  viz.:  Roger,  Jr.,  Epliraim, 
Abel,  Elihu,  ^Aloses  and  Abigail. 

In  the  Ki>ring  of  1770,  through  the  influence  of  Capt.  Doo- 
little,  ho  came  to  Pittsford,  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,, 
built  a  house  into  which  ho  removed  his  family,  and  witJi  the 
assistancro  of  his  sons  soon  made  quite  an  0]>ening  in  the  primi- 
tive forest.  This  house  stood  on  the  high  ground,  alxmt  thirty 
rods  west  of  the  j^rescnt  Gorliain  bridge,  and  on  the  south  side 
of  the  old  niilitAi-y  or  Crown  Point  road.  The  cellar  is  still  to 
b(!  seen,  from  the  bottom  of  wliich  are  now  gi'owing  two  but- 

tcnmt  trees.    Koger,  Jr.,  married  Martha  in  1773,  and 

located  and  nuide  the  first  im])r()vemcnt8  on  tJio  farm  rec^ently 
owned  by  Edwin  AVlicaton.  Tlic  house  built  by"  Mr.  Stevens 
stood  about  seventy  rods  east  of  the  jirescnt  house. 

Ebenezcr  Hopkins  was  born  in  "Waterbury,  Conn.,  in  1099, 
marric'l,  in  1  72S,  and  settled  in  Hartford.  Ho  beciune  one  of 
the  original  ]>n»prict(>rs  of  llarwinton  in  tlie  sjinie  Slate,  and 
removed  then;  in  I7:!3.  H-e  had  llircc  sons,  James,  Nchcniiali 
and  Klias,  the;  two  former  born  in  Hartford,  the  latter,  and  ii 
danglitcr,  'J'abitha,  born  in  llarwinton. 

•  We  liiivc  not  licrii  utile  lo  Iriini  IiIh  clirinlliin  liniiic. 

■f  Tlicrt  nil(;bl  liuvc  been  otiicnj,  liiil  wc  Imvo  no  kuowiciluc  of  lliciu. 
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.liiiiu'S  iiinrriiMl  niid  liad  tlie  f()llo\vin<;  cliildren,  viz.:  Caleb, 
.Ifiinc.-i,  Kiiodu  aiul  8ui>tuinali. 

Nclii'iiiiali  inarrif<l  Trvphcna  Smith,  and  located  yi  Stock- 
I'Hdj;*',  Mass.  His  children  were  KluMiczer,  ?\eheniiah,  Ashbcl, 
Mnrtin,  Matthew,  .leiiuina,  Trvphena,  Rachel  and  Sylvia. 

KliftK  inarrie<l  I'olly  —  ,  and  his  sons  were  Klias,  John, 

I)ani<'l,  Koyal  and  .lesse.    lie  also  ha<l  Bevenil  dau<;hters. 

•lames  Hopkins  came  to  I'ittsford  in  the  sunnncr  of  1700, 
nnd  was  t«o  well  plea.scd  with  the  township  that  he  i>nrchased  of 
I'Vlix  Towell  two  rights  of  land,  a  part  of  which  he  j)it<;hed  on 
the  ejist  side  of  Otter  Creek,  and  a  ]>art  on  the  M'est  side.  Tlio 
<hHHl  wliith  was  in  consideration  of  "Fifteen  Pounds  Ten  Shil- 
!linps  Three  Pence  Kcw  York  Currency"  was  dated  "  this  5th 
(hiy  of  Sei)tendier  A.  1).  17G9,  and  in  the  9th  of  his  Majesty's 
liei^n."  One  of  the  two  rightfl  thus  conveyed  was  originally 
granted  to  Jacob  Hemenway,  and  the  other  to  Samuel  Brewer. 
Mr.  Hopkins'  lirst  pitch  of  one  hundred  acres  on  tlio  Hemen- 
way right,  was  nearly  identicjd  with  the  farm  just  south  of  the 
Village,  now  owned  by  S.  B.  Loveland.  During  tlio  fall  of  tlint 
year  he  made  a  clearing  u])on  this  tract  and  built  a  log  houso 
wliich  Htood  about  seventy  rods  southwest  of  the  site  of  the 
present  house,  and  near  Mr.  F.  Burdctt's  north  line.  Tho 
f'llluwing  winter  he  spent  with  his  family,  quite  likely,  in  Har- 
winton.  Karly  in  the  spring,  with  his  wife,  cliildren,  and  liis 
a^jcd  |.urents,  he  set  out  for  the  wild  lands  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire (Jraiits.  It  was  a  wearisome  journey  but  successfully 
»rr.iiiij)lisli('(l,  and  being  accustomed  to  a  forest  life  they  well 
iinil(  r->toii'\  how  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  rude  cireumsUmces 
in  wliicli  they  were  placed. 

lliiving  made  for  himself  a  comfortable  home  on  the  east 
side  of  th(!  Oeek,  ^fr.  Ho])kin8  began  some  im])rovenient« 
tipoii  a  jot  he  had  ])itche<l  on  the  west  side.    He  made  a  clearing 
and  biiih  u  house  about  midwa}'  between  tlie  present  residences 
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of  Nolson  Ixivt'lniid  juid  the  llendoc  brotlicrs.  This  wns  a 
small  lot;  hotis<',and  stotxl  nWmt  twelve  rods  west  of  the  ]>resent 
travelled  road,  and  on  land  now  owned  hy  3\Ir.  Ixneland. 
Atipust  4tli,  1774,  he  deeded  his  lot  with  its  inijirovenients,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Creek,  to  the  old  j^entlenian,  who,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  <;randsons,  Ehenezer  and  ^Martin  noi>kins,* 
contintied  to  occuj>v  aTid  iin]>rovc  the  place,  while  ho  devoted 
his  ener<jies  to  improvements  npon  his  lot  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Creek. 

1 

The  Crii)i)en  family  is  of  English  descent;  the  first  of  the 
naine,  in  this  country,  settled  in  Comiecticnt  at  an  early  day;. 
Samuel  Crippen  was  horn,  as  is  6upi)0sed,  in  Simsbury,  or  neai: 
there,  about  the  year  1743,  nnd  spent  his  early  life  in  thali 
vicinity.  In  1770  he  came  to  Pittsford  and  ])urchused  of  JamesI 
!Mead  one  right  of  land — the  Alexander  Scott  right — including 
the  farmsf  now  owned  by  Ransom  liurditt,  for  which  he  j)jud 
£22,  the  deed  bearing  date  July  27,  1770.  lie  cleared  land 
and  hiiilt  u  house  on  the  rise  of  ground  about  fifteen  rods  south- 
west of  the  house  now  occupied  by  Austin  Chingreau,  and  on 
the  west  side  of  the  present  highway.  Early  in  the  fall  ho 
married,  and  occupie<l  this  newly  built  house.  His  wife,  Esther, 
was  a  Scotch  woman  who  had  ])reviously  had  two  husbands. 
The  name  of  her  first  husband  was  Wheeler,  but  the  name  of 
the  second  is  not  now  remend)ered.  ]\Ir.  Cri])pen  was  a  man 
of  considerable  energy  and  of  great  moral  worth.  At  tho 
organization  of  the  iirst  Congregational  church  in  Rutland, 
Oct.  20,  1773,  his  name,  with  that  of  Ebenezcr  Hopkins  of 
rittsford,  is  foimd  on  the  list  of  members. 

'JMie  Powells  of  this  country  nrc  of  Welsh  origin,  and  were 
among  the  early  immigrants  to  l^Iassachusctts.  The  luimo 
occurrt  upon  the;  earliest  records  of  (tloiicchfer.  In  174S,  John 
Towcll,  of  I'oslon,  married  ]\Iartha  Winslow,  and  there  is  record 


• 'Mii  v  hull  ciiiiii-  from  SIocUItI  li.'<'  l<>  rcnldc  wllli  liliii. 

1  MU  llrnt  iillcli  ul  1()U  ucrt'H  liicltiilcd  llu!  liinii  now  occinilcd  liy  Aubtlu  Cliiu 
Rfrag. 
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of  the  l)irt.li  of  Sarali,  their  first  cliild,  <iii  the  2i)t]\  of  Docom- 
tliat  year.  Felix  is  supjiosed  to  have  coiiie  of  tliis  family, 
but  \vc  are  unable  to  fix  the  date  of  his  l)irth.  He  iiiarricd  and 
settled  in  Dorset,  A^erinoiit,  in  1708,  and  wjis  the  first 'settler  in 
tliat  townsliiji,  in  consideration  of  which  his  fellow-townsmen, 
some  years  after,  made  liim  a  <;rant  of  fifty  acres  of  land.  lie 
cnme  to  I'ittsford  in  1770,  and  built  a  small  liouse  on  land  now 
owned  by  Isaac  C.  Wheaton.  'J'his  house  stood  about  seventy 
rods  northciust  of  the  site  of  ^h:  Wiieaton's  house.  He  had 
one  daughter,  the  first  wliite  child  born  in  Pitt,sford,  but  she 
lived  only  a  few  weeks.  1  180^299 

Isaa(;  Rood  is  supposed  to  have  s])e]it  the  most  of  his  early 
life  in  "Windsor,  Conn.  lie  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Ellsworth,  Sen.,  by  whom  he  had  children,  Ira  and 
Adah.  In  1770,  he  came  t«»  Pittsford  and  built  a  small  house 
which  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  brook  o])j)osite  the  present 
residence  of  Augustus  and  John  Kichardson.*  He  resided 
here  till  his  death,  wliich  occurred  in  1775.  "He  was  called 
]Jeacon  Rood,  and  his  widow  was  a  weakly  woman  and  died  a 
few  years  afterwards."! 

Isaac  Buck  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  about  the  year  1735,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  mar- 
ried Eli/.nbetli  AVaters  and  located  in  that  town.  In  the  spring  of 
1770,  he  came  to  Pittsford  and  ]»ur(rhascd  of  James  IIoj)kin8  a 
'Kuudl  tract  of  land  wliicli  is  now  mostly  owned  by  Thomas  D. 
Hall.  He  built  a  house  on  a  ])()int  of  land,  about  sixty  rods 
Tjorthciust  of  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  Hall,  and  about  eight 
rods  so\ith  of  the  east-and-wcst  road.  In  the  fall  of  that  year, 
he  ronoved  his  family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  three  children, 
from  New  Milford  to  Pittsford,  and  this  was  the  eighth  family 
then  located  in  the  township. 

Din-ing  the  year  1 771,  only  one  fann'ly — ^Moses  Olmstead's — 
Kcttled  ill  the  towiisliip.    The  first  of  tlie  Olmsfead  family  in 

•  The  1.111(1  nil  whicli  flio  liousu  stooci  iu  now  owned  by  Au^u.-ituH  Thomas, 
1  Hcudcc's  MS. 
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this  country  whs  muU»ul)t<.'dly  .lames,  who  rnnw  to  pK»st<)ii  in 
the  sliip  Lyon,  Sept.  1(5,  U)."I2,  und  sottUnl  in  C'aniliridp',  l-nt 
moved  to  Hartford  in  U5:U).  Ho  was  accompanied  l>y  two 
nephews,'  Richard  and  John,  and  irom  these  have  prohahly 
descended  the  most  of  the  families  of  tliis  name,  in  New  Eu<^- 
hmd.  AVe  are  infornied,  however,  that  !Moses  descended  from 
one  of  two  brothers  who  came  from  En<;land  and  settled  in 
llhodo  Island,  but  we  arc  unable  to  trace  his  ^enealo<;y.  lie 
WHS  born  about  the  year  1718,  married  Abigail  Ellwell  in  1754, 
and  had  the  following  children,  viz.:  Jabez,  Gideon,  I^Ioses, 
Simeon,  Benjamin,  Jonas  and  Lucy.  June  30,  1771,  he  pur- 
cliiisod  of  Asa  Johnson  one  right  of  land  in  Pitt«ford,  a  part  of 
which  wa«  so  located  as  to  include  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Charles  Ilendec,  and  ho  built  n  house  which  stood  about  lilteen 
rods  east  of  Mr.  llendee's  present  residence.  To  this  house  he 
removed  his  family,  which  was  the  ninth  located  within  the 
limits  of  the  township. 

This  year  begin  the  earliest  existing  records  of  tlie  I'roprio- 
tors'  meetings.    The  record  of  the  first  meeting  is  as  follows: 

"March  10,  1771. 

"Warned  by  Gideon  Wan-cn  Proprietors'  Clerk.  A  Propri- 
etors'  Meeting  Now  Held  at  tlic  House  of  El)ene/.er  ll()i>kins,* 
Firstly  Voted  and  Cliose  Ebcnc/.cr  Hopkins  Proprietors'  ^lod- 
erator  to  bo  Moderator  for  Sd  Meeting. 

Then  Voted  and  Chose  Benjamin  Cooley  Proprietors  Clerk. 

Then  Voted  to  lay  out  tlio  first  Division  of  Lots  and  Num- 
ber the  Same. 

Then  Voted  and  Chose  Isick  Hood  First  Connnitty  Man. 
Then  Voted  and  Chose  James  Hopkins  2  Commitly  Man. 
Tiien  Voted  and  Chose  Moses  Olmsfcad  Coiiimilty  ^laii. 
Then  Voted  to  ad  Ten  acres  to  every  Loot  in  the;  iirst 
Division  for  Highways.    Then  Voted  that  every  Man  sliuuld 


•  Tlild  liouHC  wiw  built  by  Jiiuk^h  IlopkliiH  and  hU  fatlicr,  Iml  iitt  it  wim  dtbijiutd 
(or  the  futUcr'u  UbC  It  In  here  uUlcU  the  Loubc  oI  Klnuuicr  lluplviuti. 
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Imvo  his  lluiulml  acres  wliere  lie  has  Don  liis  Work.*  Then 
vott'd  that  all  the  Lots  he  the  Paine  size.  Then  Voted  to  give 
the  (\>iniiiitty  three  shillings  a  Day.  Then  Voted  to  have  the 
^yuIle  Connnitty  lay  out  the  lliways." 

'J'his  meeting  was  continued  l»y  adjournments  from  time  to 
time,  witii  such  intervals  as  were  judged  necessary  hy  the 
Troprietors  for  the  transaction  of  the  puhlic  husiness. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1772,  the  rro])rietor8  "Voted  to  dis- 
annul a  vote  formerly  passed  coneerning  sizeing  Land  by  Sd 
Meeting  in  March  IlMh  177L  Then  voted  to  lay  out  one 
hundred  acrcH  for  a  meeting  house  Ix>t." 

On  the  21st  of  .Inly,  "Voted  that  every  man  that  lives  in 
the  town,  and  has  land  in  the  town,  shall  pay  the  Coinmitty 
for  Living  out  the  Public.  Kites,  according  to  what  Land  they 
own  in  the  town." 

September  1st,  "Vot<>d  that  Benjamin  Coolcy  bo  a  Com- 
niitte  man  in  the  room  of  Isaac  Rood  to  lay  out  land  and 
highways." 

()(!tob('r  8th,  "Voted  to  lay  out  live  acres  to  every  Right 
amongst  the  jtine  timber,  where  the  Coininitoo  shall  think  best 
for  the  jtublic  good." 

Doccmber  1st,  "Voted  to  give  the  Proprietors  of  this  Place 
to  the  lifteciith  (lay  of  Mny  iiext^  to  come  and  make  their  first 
l'it<-li(  s.  Then  voted  that  William  Ward  should  git  it  })ut  in 
the  I'ublick  Prints." 

The  hxratioii  of  rights  was  most  immethodical.  Each  pro- 
prietor had  his  land  surveyed  to  him  in  such  ])art  of  the 
towiishi|)  as  he  chose,  the  only  condition  being  that  he  should 
not  encroach  upon  claims  already  existing.  The  lots  thus 
locatcil  were  called  pitchee,  and  the  only  evidence  necessjiry  to 
e^ijibli.^h  a  claim  was  a  rectord  of  the  survey  in  a  book  of  the 
Proprietors.  This  manner  of  making  the  early  ])itche8  acconnts 
lor  the  great  irregularity  in  the  lots  and  for  tJie  many  variously 

•  I  1'  111  Ihi-  liiiii-  no  (livi.-ioii  of  lotM  had  bccii  rii:i(lc  aiiioii};  tJic  I'ropriftorN,  but 
lliox-  Mliii  hixl  ni  iilcd  licrr,  did  ho  on  rlj;lit'<  wliicli  tlii-.v  Imd  purclmncd,  and  llii-y 
had  inai).-  Ihi  ir  |>il<  li(  «  wilhout  n-uard  loaiiy  |i(irliriilar  KVtttcin  ;  hi-nrc  lliln  vote  that 
••«M  ry  man  ^hould  have  his  hundred  ucrus  where  he  hif  done  his  work." 
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8hii]>o«l  ]»»f<'hcs  exist iiii;  between  these  lots,  some  of  wliicli 
reinf»iue<l  lor  years  unelaiined. 

Tliree  tainilies  are  known  to  liave  loeated  in  rittst'onl 
(luring  the  year  1772,  and  tliese  were  the  Tuttle,  "Waite  and 
Waters  families. 

Thomius  Tuttle  wjus  from  Litclifield  eounty,  C/onn.,  where  he 

married  I'hehe   ,  and  had  one  or  two  children.  March 

10,  1772,  he  l)O^^J^ht  of  James  ]^Iead,  of  Kntlaiid,  one  rij^ht  of 
land  in  I'ittsford,  and  located  one  himdred  acres  of  it.  l'])on 
this  he  made  some  imj)rovcments  and  resided  till  177(>,  wlien 
he  removed  to  Brandon  and  wius  the  iirst  rej)resentative  from 
that  town  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State-.  A  carcfid 
Hearch  of  the  records  of  the  Proprietors  yields  nothing;  definite 
ill  re<;ard  to  his  location  in  tliis  town.  It  is  stated  in  a  writing 
left  by  the  late  Gen.  Ilendee  that  Thomas  Tuttle  resided  on  the 
west  side  of  Otter  Creek,  and  this  is  all  we  know  of  the 
mutter. 

The  Waite  family,  consistinf^  of  Noah  and  liis  wife  Ksther, 
and  their  son  Joseph  and  his  wife  Ruth,  were  from  Ix-nox, 
Mass.  Noah  Waite  pureluused  one  rij^ht  of  land — the  right  of 
Ebene/.er  Harvey — and  Undated  the  iirst  division  of  it  so  that 
it  included  land  now  owned  Ijy  William  E.  Hall  and  tlie  heirs 
of  the  late  Josei)h  Morseman.  He  and  his  son  made  tlie  tirst 
clearing  west  of  the  present  higliway,  and  near  tiie  northeast 
corner  of  u  young  growth  of  j)ine  trees  wliJch  can  now  be  seen 
from  the  road.  There  they  built  a  house,  tlie  relics  of  wliich 
are  still  visible. 

Samuel  Waters  was  from  "  15ailmons  I'atton,  Dutclicss 
county,  N.  Y.,"  but  we  are  not  able  to  trace  liis  gcucalngv.  IK; 
caujc  to  I'ittsford  in  170.'},  only  about  two  years  at'lcr  tlie 
chart^-r  of  the  township  was  obtained,  wlicn  the  whnlc  ter- 
ritory was  an  unbroken  wilderness,  and  he  was  so  well 
j)leas(rd  with  it  that  he  bought  six  rights  of  hmd,  thnsc  of  whicli 
David  I*aq)aw,  Elisha  Harvey,  John  l/oomis,  SanuicI  Fuller, 
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Tiniotliy  Pattei*soii  and  Williuin  Howard  were  the  original 
l'roi)rictors.  The  deed  hears  date  Jan.  2,  1764,  and  is  the 
earliest,  witli  one  exception,  on  the  town  records.  But  lie  did 
not  settle  here  till  1772,  when  he  came  with  his  family  and 
occupied  the  lot  of  which  a  ])art  is  now  o\med  by  Abel  Morgan. 
The  house  which  lie  had  built  stood  near  the  southeast  corner 
of  what  is  now  ^Mr.  Morgan's  orchard,  and  near  the  old  military 
or  Crown  Point  road.  This,  though  a  log  house,  was  quite 
conunodious  for  that  ]>eriod,  and  for  several  years  was  kept  as 
a  public  house,  the  lirst  of  the  kind  in  the  township.  A  small 
OJivity  in  the  ground  is  the  only  thing  that  now  marks  the  spot 
where  it  stood. 

In  1773,  three  men,  William  Co.v,  Samuel  Ellsworth  and 
Stephen  Mead,  with  their  families,  took  up  their  residence  in 
this  town. 

William  Co.x  was  a  native  of  !Mjvssachusetts,  but  the  exact 
jdace  of  his  birth  is  not  known.  He  resided  some  years  in 
Waltham,  from  which  town  he  enlistxHl  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Krcnch  war,  and  was  a  member  of  the  comi)any  commanded 
bv  (4ipt.  John  Prown.  The  good  (jualities  he  displayed  aw  a 
soldier  secure*!  his  ])romotion  and  he  was  soon  api)ointe(l  lieu- 
tenant of  the  company,  in  which  capacity  he  served  at  Lake 
(icorgc  in  1758.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service 
h<"  returned  to  "Waltham  where  he  married  Beulah  Butt,  a 
Dutch  lady,  Nov.  2!),  1751).  In  that  town  three  cliildren  were 
born  to  them,  viz.:  Sarah,  Bct«ey  and  Beul'di.  In  1772,  Mr. 
('ox  came  to  Pittsford  and  bought  of  Moses  Hill*  one  right  of 
land  which  he  hjcnfed  on  the  east  side  of  Otter  Creek.  It 
includc(l  the  farm  1U)W  owned  by  Junia  Sargent,  with  some 
otiicr  lands  in  that  vicinity.  The  deed  of  this  i)urc]iase  was 
dut<  d  .\pril  1,  1772.  lie  cleared  the  land  and  built  a  house 
(III  tlic  cast  bank  of  tlie  Creek,  near  the  most  easterly  point  of 
a  hlioil  curve  in  tlu;  stream,  and  the  house  stood  within  four  or 

•  lini  Imd  ihU  rlh'lit  of  KcHx  Towcll. 
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five  rods  ot"  the  water.  The  rollo\vin<jj  winter  lie  sjient  witli 
his  taniily  in  Wnltliain  ;  but  in  tlie  sprin<;  of  1773,  witli  liis  wile 
and  chiklren,  he  set  out  on  hon^'lmc-k  for  the  jdace  in  the  wilder- 
ness whieh  he  had  selected  as  his  future  home.  The  limited 
supply  of  clothing  and  furniture  belonging  to  the  funiily  was 
packed  upon  the  horses,  and  in  this  manner  they  proceeded 
on  their  journey,  being  guided  some  part  of  the  distance  by 
nuirked  trees. 

Sanuiel  Ellswortli  was  the  son  of  Sanniel,  the  youngest  son 
of  .Tosiah,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  in  West  AVind- 
sor,  Conn.,  on  the  farm  which  afterwards  became  the  home  of 
Oliver  Ellsworth,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States. 
"He  (Sanuiel,  Jr.)  was  of  light  complexion,  blue  eyes,  middle 
stature,  thick  set,  firm  constitution  and  much  given  to  study. 
When  young  he  worked  at  the  weaver's  trade.  His  j>arent8 
gave  him  little  opportunity  for  acquiring  learning,  but  hav- 
ing a  great  thirst  for  knowledge,  he  acquired  by  his  own  exer- 
tions considerable  information,  calculated  almanacs  for  several 
years  in  Connecticut,  and  for  one  year  in  this  Stat«.  At  the 
age  of  about  thirty  years  he  uuirried  the  widow  Anna  ^Matson* 
by  whom  he  had  three  children,  Samuel,  Caroline  and  Isni(  I."t 
He  came  to  I'ittsford  in  1773,  and  punthased  what  is  now  tlie 
south  part  of  the  farm  owned  by  Isiuic  C.  AVheaton.  lie  built  a 
house  about  seventy  rods  south  of  the  present  residence  of  i^fr. 
W.,  and  just  west  of  a  sniall  ravine,  and  to  this  he  removed 
his  family  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  In  addition  to  his  agricid- 
tural  om])loyment«  he  practiced  land  surveying,  and  was  Tro- 
prietors'  clerk  and  justice  of  tlio  i)eace. 

The  Mead  families  in  this  country  are  of  Englisli  descent. 
The  record  of  the  Pitt^ford  bran(;h  of  the  family  is  as  fullows : 
"Tinidthy  Mead  of  Horseneck,  N.  V.,  a  desccmlant  of  one  of 
two  families  who  emigrated  froni  Enghiiul,  died  and  li  It  his  son 

•  Hi  t  iniildcii  nauic  woa  Auua  llulido. 
1  llciidtt'H  MB. 
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Timolliy  !^fon(l,  2(1,  wlio,  with  liis  wife  Martha,  moved  to  Kino 
rartiKTs,  N.  Y.,  (wliidi  took  its  name  from  nine  men  settling 
there,)  tlienee  to  Manche.ster,  Yt.,  where  they  died,  leaving 
their  son,  Timothy  ;>»1,  in  j\Ianehester,  Zebulon,  James  and 
K/.ra  in  Uiitlaiid  and  Stephen  in  Tittsfurd.*  dames,  next  elder 
than  Stejdien,  was  horn  at  II<)i"seneck  Aug.  2"),  17:50,  and 
moved  to  Rutland,  ln-ing  the  lirst  settler  in  that  townshij). 
Stephen  resided  one  or  two  years  with  his  brother  James  ^lead 
of  Rutland,  who  had  invested  (juito  largely  in  Fittsford  lands. 
•Stephen  jmrchased  of  his  brother  James  one  right  of  land  in 
this  town,  a  part  of  which  was  loeated  north  of  Sanniel  Crip- 
])en'rt  lot,  and  inehnled  the  farm  now  owned  by  R.  J.  Doiiglas. 
The  deed  wjus  dated  ]\Iay  15,  1773.  ]Iis  lirst  elearing  was 
about  forty  rods  southwest  of  the  site  of  Mr.  D.'s  residence,  and 
tJiere  he  built  a  house  into  whieh  he  removed  his  family  in  tho 
sunnner  of  that  year.  Mr.  Mead  built  the  houso  in  whieh  Mr. 
Douglas  now  resides,  about  the  3'ear  1800. 

The  year  1774,  is  marked  by  the  arrival  of  a  large  mnnber  • 
of  new  settlers.  Some  of  these  had  beeJi  here  some  time  pre- 
viously, made  their  i>itehes  and  (ronnneneed  improvements. 
The  names  of  those  who  settled  here  this  year  with  their  fami- 
lies were  Stejiheii  .leiuier,  donathan  Fassett,  lObenezer  Lyman, 
Caleb  lleiidee,  David  (Jri]ipen,  AVilliam  Wurd,  Fdward  Owen, 
.louiitlian  Rowley,  Joshua  Woodward,  lienjamin  Stevens,  Aaron 
Farsons,  Sanniel  J)aiiiels,  IVter  Whalin,  Silas  Mosher,  .John 
Ilall,  (iideon  Sheldon,  Isaac  Jfatson  and  Sanniel  ^Montague. 

Steiihen  Jemur  was  born  March  24,  1740,  and  resided  in 
his  younger  days  in  Stevenstown,  ^fass.  In  1772,  he  came  to 
Fitt.-fnrd,  and  jmrchascd  of  dames  ^lead  one  right  of  land,  for 
wliich  he  ])aid  £20,  L.  the  deed  being  dated  .luiie  Id,  1772. 
1  lii-^  right  or  sharer  was  so  located  as  to  include  the  most  of 
the  land  upon  which  1 1  itcli;-ockville  now  stands,  and  it  extended 

•On  II,.-  Coat  of  Ariiih  iilhiclinl  I"  the  orljcilial  iiuiiic  of  Miad,  the  IlilU  1»  sublc, 
Willi  u  tlicvcrou  IjflWLiu  three  I'clicuus. 
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some  distance  eastward.  The  lullowing  year  he  cleared  the 
tract  of  hind  now  the  south  part  of  the  tiekl  owned  by  Mrs. 
Eniehne  Sniitli,  and  huilt  a  house  thereon.  Tliis  lioiiPe  stood 
aliout  fifty  rods  east  of  tlie  present  residence  of  Henry  ^lerrill. 
Fehruary  1(5,  1J74,  Mr.  Jeiiiier  married  Mary  Kirkuni,  of 
"Wliitini;,  wlio  was  born  Au<^UKt  2,  1755.  Inunediately  after 
liis  niarriii^e  Pittsford  became  liis  U^gal  residence. 

.lonatlian  Fassett  was  tlie  son  of  Jolm  Fassett  wlio  was 
l)orn  April  1,  1720,  and  removed  from  I  lard  wick,  Alass.,  to 
I^cniiin^toii,  Vermont,  in  ]7r)l.  lie  was  chosen  Ca])t4iin  of  the 
lirst  milifarv  company  formed  there,  and  was  one  of  the  two 
representatives  from  tliat  town  in  the  first  State  Ix«<^islatnre. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Bennington  church  at  its  organization, 
and  was  the  first  clerk  of  tlie  church.  He  died  at  liennington 
August  12,  17!H,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  liis  ngc. 

His  cliildrcn  were  Sarah,  Jolui,  Jonathan,  ])avid,  Nathan, 
Amos,  Mary,  Benjamin,  aJid  Hamiah. 

.lonathan,  llu;  second  son,  was  born  in  Jiedford,*  l^fass., 
Alay  7,  1745,  married  ^[ary,t  daugliter  of  Sanniel  !Mont4igue, 
of  Sunderland,  Mass.,  October  '.),  1704,  and  settled  in  JJen- 
nington,  Vt.,  to  which  place  he  had  removed  with  his  father  in 

nc.i. 

October  27,  177.'{,  he  ]<urchased  fifty-five  acres  of  land,  in 
l*ilt^l'o^l,  incluiliiig  a  part  of  tlie  farm  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
the  late  David  Hall,  and  built  a  log  house  on  the  sanu;  gromid 
n|)on  which  the  present  house  stands.  Here  la;  removed  his 
family,  consisting  of  liis  wife  and  four  children.  'I'he  exact 
tina;  of  their  arrival  is  not  known,  but  they  were  residing  here 
very  early  in  the  spring  of  177-1. 

AVc  have  no  knowicdgi;  of  tlu;  birth-plac<'  of  KItenezer 
I.vmaii.  The  fn-st  we  hear  of  him  is  ir.  0(  f<»ber,  I7('il»,  when 
hi^  name  occurs  upon  ]ii'titioii  of  the  citi/.cns  of  I'l-niiington 

•  'I'liWIl  ItrCiirilH. 

t  Will)  M()iiliii,'ui!  wim  liorii  .Nov.  I,  17KI.  , 


to  flu'  (lovrrnor  of  New  Ilamiisliiro,  and  as  liis  name  is  not 
t'otnid  iijion  tlie  rect)nls  at  an  earlier  j>erio(l,  it  is  probable  that 
be  was  tlien  a  new-comer  in  tliat  town,  or  bad  reeeiitly  attained 
bis  majority,  lie  married  l^fartba,  daiiijbter  of  Samuel  Mon- 
tjiijue,  .lune  If),  17(iS,  and  tbere  is  little  doub^  tbat  be  resided 
in  l?enm*n';ton  till  be  removed  bis  residence  to  I'ittsford  in 
1771.  ^lay  I'J,  177:5,  be  l)on;^bt  one-balf  of  a  riijbt  of  land 
in  riltsford,  for  wbicb  be  ]>aid  £15,  and  be  made  a  clearing 
and  built  a  bouse*  near  wbere  .lobn  Liqne  now  resides,  u  littlo 
Hoiitb  or  sontbeast  of  Furnace  lirook — iben  called  East  ]<raneb. 
He  removed  bis  family  bere  tbe  followinj^  spring. 

Tbe  lirst  of  \]iv  llendee  family  in  tbis  comitrv  was  named 
Kicbiu'd.  He  descended  from  a  family  of  Frencb  Protestants 
wbo,  on  account  of  tbeir  religion,  were  e.\j)elled  from  Kor- 
niaiidy  and  afterwards  settled  in  England.  Kicbard  eaino  to 
I'oston  in  tbe  lirst  settlement  of  tbe  country,  married  and 
settled  in  tbat  vicinity.  He  bad  two  sons,  ^icbard  and  Caleb. 
'J'lie  latter  (lic<i  witliout  cbildreii ;  tbe  former  married  and  bad 
a  son  .lonatban  ;  bis  wife  soon  after  died.  He  left  tbe  cbild 
witli  its  motlier's  relatives,  moved  to  (Connecticut,  tbere  married 
a  Conanf  and  settled  in  or  near  AVindbam.  .lonatban  on  (rom- 
ing  to  manboo<l  married  antl  bad  several  cbildreii  —  J)avi(l, 
Uar/.illai,  Asa  and  Haniiab.  His  wife  died  and  be  afterwards 
married  Martha  ]\lillington  by  whom  be  bad  .lonatban,  Kicbard, 
(.'al(  l),  Kacbel  and  ^lariba.  He  died  at  tbe  jtlace  now  called 
Ellington  about  tbe  year  1775.  He  was  ])oor  and  illiterate, 
Imt  was  sail!  to  bave  been  an  bonest  man  and  to  bave  j)ossesse(l 
inon-  than  an  ordinary  sban;  of  j)bysical  power,  as  did  also  bis 
sons  by  his  lirst  wife.  Of  liis  sons  by  bis  second  wife,  .lonatban 
•  lied  wiicii  voung  at  Havana,  Cuba;  Richard  we  hhall  have 
occasion  to  n-fcr  to  bcrcattcr;  ("alcb,  the  thinl  son,  was  Ixirii 
in  ('ovciitrv,   Coim.,  in  thi-  moiilii  of  August,  1715.  ^'liib; 

•  1  lii-.  lmu"i-  unci  ilir  one  liiilll  liv  Mr.  .Iiiiiitr  wcri-  llic  llrnt  t«t)  h<)ll^<•.H  Ijiiill  in 
llii:  \ii  lnily  ol  wliiil  i.i  now  .Mill  Villiigc. 
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voiuifj  lio  rcMiKivcd  with  his  fatlier's  family  to  Siiiishuiy,  nn<l, 
boin<;  ill  hiiinltio  circumstances,  he  nn-eived  very  limited  cdticii- 
tional  advantages.  lie  was  tauijht  to  read  and  drilled  in 
Avritin<»  just  enouj^h  to  enable  him  to  kecj*  his  book  accounts, 
lie  knew  nothing  of  the  rules  of  Arithmetic,  though  he  cc>uld 
culctdate  interest  and  make  such  reckonings  as  were  necessary 
in  his  business  as  a  farmer.  AVhen  twenty-one  ywirs  of  age  he 
was  admitted  to  freedom  with  no  other  patrimony  than  n  good 
constitution,  without  pro])erty  or  n  trade.  His  father  preferred 
that  his  elder  brother  Richard  should  live  with  himself,  ami  to 
him  he  gave  the  small  estate  he  possessed,  which  iji  a  few  years 
wius  sold  and  the  avails  lost  b}'  the  depreciation  of  continental 
money. 

On  the  27th  day  of  April,  1707,  in  tho  t\vcnt}'-8ccoiul  year 
of  his  age,  Caleb  mairicd  Caroline,  oidy  daughttT  of  Samuel 
Ellsworth,  to  whom  allusion  has  already  been  made.  She  was 
born  sometime  in  the  month  of  March,  1748,  and  of  course  had 
just  entered  her  t^'cntieth  year.  She  was  without  wealth  and 
"had  nothing  to  commend  her  but  the  good  qujd  it  ies  of  her  per- 
son which  were  not  inferior."  He  settled  in  Simsbury,  Conn., 
where  he  resided  about  tw()  years,  tlicn  moved  to  East  AVindsor 
where  by  the  fruits  of  his  industry,  he  ])ur(rhaKed  a  snudl  farm, 
and  erected  buildings  and  ma<l(!  other  improvements.  In  the  win- 
terof  1 77;{,  h(!  (tame  to  I'ittsford  and  ]>mchascd*  of  Silas  Harmon 
oiu!  right  of  land,  a  ]>art  of  which  is  the  farm  now  owned  by 
liis  son  Dea.  Sannu-1  llendc(?.  Il(!  returned  to  Windsor,  sold 
his  farm  tliere  for  £;>(»(),  (about  Si ••<*<',t)  ""(1  in  February  or 
March,  moved  to  rittsford,  wlierc  witii  vigor  he  entered  upon 
agricultural  ]mrhiiits,  under  all  the  (li^a(lvantages  incident  to  tho 
settlement  of  a  new  (•(Mintry.  Wv  l>uilt  a  house  which  stood  a 
few  rods  north  of  the  present  residence  of  his  son  Sanmel,  and 
very  near  where  (Chester  Thomas  now  lives. 

•  ll  in  priili  iIpIc  llir  ciiiilrn'l   liiri'  Illiiilr  wiii  ii  \crl>iil  oiu-.  iilnl  Hint  ll  «:im  iiflrr- 

\MiriU  I  iil|.<llllllllllll'(l  \l\  11  H  iilli'll  lilll',    ll'<  »l.  Illlll  the  (ll'Cll  Ulln  (lllll  ll  .llllM'  7,  177-1. 

t  A  wiiH  oiir-nlxlli  ol  11  Uulliir  <jr  1(1       ctiilii,  iiiul  iwiiily  ol  thcnf  were 

r('(  kdiii  (I  ll 
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We  nro  iiifoniied  that  David  Ci'ippen  was  a  relative  of 
Saimu'l  Itut  wliether  a  broHicr  or  cousin  we  cannot  determine; 
nor  have  wc  succeeded  in  our  eft'oi-ts  to  ascertain  his  V)irth-place. 
Tradition  makes  liim  a  native  of  Connecticut.  On  tlie  14tli 
ol"  l'Vl)niary,  1774,  he  houj^ht  of  Samuel  Crippen  twenty  acres 
of  land  in  Tittsford,  <;omprisin«^  the  nortli  part  of  the  farm  now 
owned  hy  Chapin  K.  AVarner.  lie  made  a  clearing  and  built 
n  lumse*  ahojit  six  rods  west  of  Otter  Creek  and  forty  or  fifty 
rods  Hotjth  of  the  present  Gorliam  bridge.  To  this  place  ho 
removed  his  family  consisting  of  his  wife  and  two  sons,  David, 
tir.,  and  Darius,  then  grown  to  manhood. 

The  Ward  family  can  he  traced  far  hm-k  into  English 
history.  Seven  hundred  and  ten  distingtiished  persons,  each 
hearing  but  one  name,  accompanied  AVilliani,  tbe  Conqueror, 
from  Kormandy  to  the  conquest  of  England  in  1066.  Among 
tlio  number  wjis  "  AVard  one  of  the  noble  Captains."  Tho 
first  that  ajijiears  with  aTi  additicmal  name  was  AVilliam  do  la 
AVard  residing  in  Cliester  in  1173. 

Tho  AVards  became  (piite  mmierons  in  Yorkshire  and  soon 
Hl»rejid  into  the  adjoim'ng  couulies  of  England.  Tho  first  men- 
tion of  tlie  name  in  America  was  in  1  (WJO,  wlien  AVilliam  AVard 
shared  in  tlie  division  of  the  lands  of  Sudbury,  Mass.,  as  one 
of  the  ])ro])rietors  of  that  ]>lantation.  He  was  miulc  freeman 
in  1(>};{,  rcj)resented  Sudbury  in  the  General  Court  in  1644, 
and  was  several  years  chairman  of  the  selecrtmen,  which  oflice 

held  in  UU">0,  when  he  removed  to  ^larlboro.  At  the 
organization  of  the  church  in  that  town  he  was  elected  deacon. 

In  conniion  with  others  he  endured  great  hardshii)S  and 
sJi>tuii)C(i  grciit  losses  through  Iiidiiin  hostilities;  more  espc;- 
ciiilly  fluriiig  King  l*liil!p''s  war  in  !()7r>-(;,  when  his  buildings 
were  lirc(l,  his  cattle  destroyed  and  one  of  his  sons  slain  by  the 
cMM  iiiy.  lie  (lied  at  Marllxiro,  August  l(i,l<iS7.  I le had  fourteen 

■  riiii  liiiii-c  -lood  (111  llic  cafil  siile  of  (he  rim<!  mid  on  (lie  Wml  rise  of  ;^rouiid 
«oiiili  of  (111:  liri(l^;c.    There  is  iiolliiii^  now  to  murk  Ilic  bilu  of  it. 
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duMrcn,  the  first  \hrvv  or  four  of  whom  wore  horn  in  Knghmd. 

His  fhlrst  chihl  .lohn,  horn  in  l(»li(>,  heoinie  oiio  of  the 
|irojiri«'t<>rs  of  Sudhurv  in  l<'>."il,  nmrriod  llann;ih  .Ijickson,  of 
('nnihritlj^',  in  tliat  jmrt  now  nilk'd  !Ni'wton,  whcru  he  wttlcd 
juul  wns  sfhM'tniuii  nine  yrars,  nnd  nine  veal's  representative  in 
'*Th<i  Great  and  (teneral  Court."  He  lived  in  the  southeasterly 
|)arl  of  the  town  — hisdweUinj^  liouse  heiui;  eonstrueted  for,  and 
used  lUH  II  garrison  prior  to,  and  at  the  time  of  King  PhiHp's  war. 
In  17('I,  lie  (Hsposed  of  liis  reid  estate,  lying  mostly  in  one 
hody,  liy  deisls  of  gift,  to  his  sons.  The  (juuntity  of  land  to 
caeh  wius  ahout  one  hundred  aeres,  and  in  each  deed  was  a 
clause  restricting  the  grantee  from  selling  without  the  eonsent 
of  his  hrothers,  or  the  major  part  of  them.  AVheti  any  one  of 
them  sold,  his  hnJthers  witnes.scd  the  deed,  which  im]>lied  his 
consent  to  the  transaction,  lie  nuido  his  wiU,  Feh.  2,  1708, 
nnd  (lied  .July  8,  1708,  aged  eighty-two.  His  wife  died  Aj)ril 
tJ4,  1704,  aged  seventy-three.    They  had  thirteen  children. 

'J'hcir  7th  (tlilld,  William,  horn  Nov.  11),  1004,  married 

Ahigail  ,  Dt'V:  'M,  1081),  und  nettled  in  IS'ewton,  where 

he  was  selectman  several  years,  lie  held  this  ollico  as  late  as 
172ii,  and  perhaps  moved  away  soon  after.  Nothing  more  is 
known  of  the  ])ar(!nts. 

'J'hcy  had  at  iSewton,  John,  horn  Feh.  2.'5,  lODO,  who  mar- 
ried Dehorah  ,  and  resided  at  Newton  until  after  1720. 

He  was  f((r  nniny  years  a  school  tea(rher  at  Graiton,  and  died 
then;  ^lay  24,  1747,  aged  fifty-six.    lie  had  nine  <-hil(lren. 

His  third  child,  William,  horn  Dec.  18,  I7I0,  married 
Marv  (^ole;  when  and  where,  not  known.  He  <lied  at  Ashford, 
March  27,  1778,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age.  His  widow 
<lic(l  Aug.  11»,  177!»,  ag(;d  hi\ty-liv(>.     They  had  six  children. 

William  the  eldest,  horn  ahout  the  year  17r).'>,  went  from 
Ashford  to  Shaftshury,  Vt.,  where  he  nuirricd  and  resided 
several  years  and  was  a  nuigistrate.*     Septcmlx  r  11,  1771,  he. 

•  Ward  liiiiilly. 
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honLrlit  of  Rouheii  Ellis  one  liuiKlrod  nnd  ton  acres  of  Innd  on 
OtttT  CrcH'k  in  the  town  of  Pittsford.  This  purchase  included 
a  jmrt  of  the  farm  now  owned  l>y  Isjuur  C.  AVheaton.  lie 
cleared  the  land  and  l)nilt  a  house  on  what  is  now  the  iield 
northeast  of  ^fr.  Wheaton's  residence.  i^Ir.  Ward  rcnniined  in 
town  oidy  a  few  years,  and  we  have  not  heen  able  to  ascertain 
where  he  went,  or  to  trace  his  descendants. 

Of  Edward  Owen's  ancestry  we  know  nothing.  ]Iis  early 
life  was  s])ent  in  Shellield,  Mass.,  where  he  married  Elizabeth 
Torrey  and  continued  his  residence  there  till  1774,  when  he 
came  to  J'itlsford,  ^'t.,  and  purchased  the  land  now  constitut- 
h\<^  the  easterly  portion  of^tho  farm  owned  l»y  the  lioirs  of  the 
hite  David  Hall.  He  l)\iilt  a  house*  on  the  ridj^e  of  laiul  about 
seventy  rods  east— or  a  little  south  of  east — of  the  house  now 
on  the  farm.  Hither  ho  moved  his  family,  consisting  of  his 
wife  and  six  children,  viz.:  Abraham,  Abdon,  Amasa,  Kebccca, 
Thirza  and  Ersida,  the  eldest  at  this  time  being  nearly  grown 
Ui  manhoo(l. 

Of  Jonathan  llowley,  ])rcvionsly  to  the  time  he  located  in 
I'itfsford,  little  is  known.  It  is  snj>posed  that  Ik;  was  a  native 
<»f  Miissacliusetts ;  and  that  he  had  resided  sometime  in  Rich- 
iiion<l,  I'crkshire  Co.,  there  c.nu  be  little  doubt.  In  the  fall  of 
177:',  he  came  to  Tittsfonl,  and  bought  of  Koger  Stevens,  one 
riglit  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  £24,  the  deed  bearing  date 
Sc])t.  0,  1773.  This  land  was  so  located  as  to  include  the  farm 
Jiow  owned  by  Edward  I'aine.  He  built  a  log  house,  sixteen 
feet  by  twenty,  at  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  alxMit  thirty  r(<ds 
west  of  the  sile  of  the  house  now  occu|)ied  by'\Mr.  Paine.  The 
fallowing  spring  Ik;  removed  hen;  with  his  family  which  con- 
hi.''tc<l  nf  a  wife  and  nine  children,  the  eldest  at  this  time  havin<r 
nearly  come  to  malm'ity. 

.I<»lma  Woodward  was  a  descendant  of  Ki<-hard  wlio  was 
liorn  in  Ip>wi(  ]i,  I'ingland,  where  he  married  !Mary  ,  and 

•  'Miu  c<  lUr  ol        house  may  htiU  Lie  bctu. 
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omltarke<l  lor  America  April  10,  1(534,  and  l)ocanic  one  of  the 
earliest  projirictors  ot*  W»terto\m,  !^^a^'?.  By  ln"s  first  wife  lio 
liad  eijrlit  cliildron.  He  TJinrried,  second,  Elizabeth,  dnnfihter  of 
Thomas  Hammond  of  Newton.  George,  tlic  eighth  child,  horn 
Sejitemher  11,  lOHO,  married  Lydia  Brown,  and  after  the  birth 
of  one  chiM,  settled  in  ]?rookline.  The  eldest  child,  Abraham, 
l»orn  in  Watertown,  February   1,  1087-S,  married  Joanna 

 ,  and  had  a  son  Abraham,  born  Jaimar}'  12,  1718,  who 

innrrie(l  ajid  resided  some  years  in  Brooklinc.  By  a  second 
Avife  Sarah  he  had  two  sons,  Caleb  and  Joshua.  Caleb  admin- 
istered upon  his  father's  estate  in  17(50.  Joshua  came  to 
Pitt.sford  in  1774,  and  bought  one  right  of  larul,  which  inchided 
the  farms  now  owned  by  C.  I^owen,  F.  Barnes,  Josiali 
Ix'onard  and  James  Bucknam.  He  built  n  house  which  stood 
nboiit  four  rods  north  of  Mr.  Bucknuni's,  and  to  tliis  he  removed 
lii«  fumily. 

]>cnjamin  Stevens  was  brother  of  Roger  who  has  already 
been  mentioned.  Ho  nuirried  Hopestil  Shaw  and  resided  in 
Jsino  Partners,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  were  born  the 
following  children,  viz.:  Daniel,  Benjamin,  James,  Simeon, 
Jonallian  and  Hopestil.  In  1773,  he  moved  to  Manchcfitcr, 
\\.,  niid  in  the  following  year,  to  Pittsford.  He  bought  the 
land  which  now  forms  (he  farm  owned  by  Edward  and  Richard 
Hcndce,  and  built  a  house  on  the  south  sloj)e  of  the  hill,  the 
<'ellar  of  which  may  still  be  seen  on  the  north  side  of  the  cnst- 
}in<l-wcst  road,  near  its  junction  with  the  north-and-south  road. 
At  that  early  jx-riod  llu;  Crown  Point  road  ])aHse<l  a  few  rods 
east  of  this  house;  and  the  location  of  that  roiul  nn'ght  have 
had  sonic  iiillucncc  witli  ^Ir.  Stevens  in  making  his  "jtitch,'* 
and  in  the  selection  of  a  site  for  his  Imildings. 

Of  the  ancestors  of  Aaron  Parsons  we  hare  no  positive 
iiil'orniiition.  It  has  been  hupposed  that  he  descended  from 
Jeflrev  Parsons  who  settled  in  (iloiu-ester,  Mass.,  at  a  very 
4  arly  <lay.    But  if  of  (iloucestcr  origin  his  pai-enl.s  were  not 


SAMtTKL  DANIKI-8 — PETER  WHELAN — 8II-A8  MOSUKK.  49 


pnibably  living  in  that  pliurc  at  the  tin>c  of  his  birtli,  as  we  find 
no  Aaron  there  of  niatnre  age  in  1774,  cxee})t  one  wlio  died 
there  in  1809.  Josiuli  Parsons  and  Enniee  Sargent  were  mar- 
ried in  Gloucester,  Dec.  24,  171 U,  and  had  Josiah,  Eunice, 
Kathaniel,  Rachel,  Job,  Sarah,  Abraham,  Deboradi,  Lydia  and 
^lary  born  th^re.  They  afterwards  moved  to  Kew  Hampshire. 
ros8il»ly  Aaron  of  Titt^ford  came  of  this  family.  "NVIiatever 
liis  origin  might  have  been,  he  located  in  Pitt^^ford  with  his 
fanuly  in  1774,  and  resided  in  a  house  which  stood  on  the  brow 
of  the  hill  about  sixty  rods  west  of  the  present  residence  of 
Azro  I)i(!kerman. 

Samuel  Daniels  was  from  Upton,  Mass.  lie  purclmsed  two 
rights  of  land  in  Pittsford  of  which  Amjisa  Bowers  and  Joshua 
Ilutchins  were  the  original  grantees.  No  copy  of  the  deed  of 
this  i)urcha8e  can  be  found  ;  consequently  we  are  unable  to  fix 
the  date  of  it.  These  rights  were  located  east  of  Ott<;r  Creek 
and  between  William  Cox's  land  and  Caleb  Ilendee's.  Tho 
probability  is  that  he  purchased  this  land  of  Isjuic  Rood,  as  it 
was  the  land  formerl}'  owned  liy  him,  and  it  is  known  that  lio 
lost  his  health  about  this  time  and  died  soon  after  at  Caleb 
Ilendee's.  Mr.  Daniels  with  his  family,  consisting  of  a  wife 
and  four  children,  Betsey,  Polly,  George  and  Dan,  located 
here  and  occupied  the  Rood  house.  On  the  28th  of  June, 
177<),  he  sold  his  real  estate  in  Pittsford  to  Benjamin  Wrisley 
of  Coventry,  Conn.,  and  removed  to  Salisbury.  We  shall 
hereafter  find  that  he  was  killed  by  the  Indians. 

Peter  Whelan  was  from  Connecticut  but  we  know  nothing 

of  hirt  ancestry. .  He  married  Ruth  in  1774,  and  located 

in  a  small  house  which  he  luid  built  a  few  rods  north  of  the 
residence  of  Caleb  Ilendee. 

Silas  !Moslier  is  sujiposed  to  have  come  from  Dutchess 
coMuty,  X.  Y.,  but  tlie  exact  ])lace  of  his  birth  is  not  known  to 
n.H.  Il(!  made  tlie  first  improvements  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Richard  and  Cii.'irles  Burditt,  and  built  a  house  a  few  rods 
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north  of  the  Burditts'  north  barn.  A  road  was  cleared  by  liis 
lioiise  whicli,  leading  north,  entered  the  Crown  Point  road  near 
tlie  residence  of  Benjamin  Stevens. 

Jolni  Uall  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  lie  married,  and 
had  one  son,  John,  grown  to  manhood,  when  he  located  in  this 
town  in  1774.  This  family  resided  on  the  west  side  of  tlio 
Creek,  though  the  exact  lot  occupied  cannot  be  determined. 
They  removed  to  Sudbury  about  the  year  1780. 

Gideon  Sheldon,  from  Dover,  Dutchess  County,  New  York, 
located  here  in  the  fall  of  this  year.  He  purchased  of  Sanmel 
Waters*  a  lot  of  land  wiiich  included  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Byron  Morgan  in  Whipple  Hollow.  His  first  clearing  was 
made  and  his  house  built  about  one  huiulrcd  rods  west  of  the 
present  residence  of  Mr.  Morgan.  The  cellar  is  all  that  now 
marks  the  spot. 

IsjiHC  Matson  was  the  son  of  Matson  who  nuirried 

.  Amy  liolida  and  resided  some  time  in  or  near  Windsor,  Conn. 
Two  children  were  the  result  of  this  marriage,  vi/. :  ls»a<i  and 
Amy.  Isaac  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Jleudcc, 
in  1707,  and  seven  children  were  the  result  of  this  marriage, 
viz. :  Isjmc,  Joshua,  James,  Martha,  Nancy,  Polly  and  Sally. 
This  family  cmnc  to  Pittsford,  in  1774,  and  resided  for  a  sliort 
time  on  the  west  side  of  the  Creek;  afterwards  ]\Ir.  ^latson 
bought  of  Sanmel  Ellsworth  what  is  now  the  north  ])ar{  of  the 
farm  owned  by  Isjuic  C.  AVlieaton,  then  known  as  tlie  Ward 
place.  Mr.  Matson  moved  his  family  into  tlio  lioiise  formerly 
occupied  by  William  Ward.  He  wjis  a  largo  mati  with  black 
eyes,  and  somewhat  loquacious;  his  wife  was  a  weakly  woman 
and  died  some  years  before  her  husband,  of  coiiHuniptioii.t 

Samuel  Mouta<rue  was  a  desi-endaiit  of  Ki<-lianl  who  cuiiie 

from  England  and  settled  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  in  1(527.  The 

following  is  his  lineage :   Sanmel  MontJigue,  son  of  Sanuiel 

•  Mr.  SlicUlon  had  married  Samh,  sUlcr  of  Saniui-I  Wottw. 
t  Jlcndce'ii  MS. 
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and  Eli/.nbetli  (AVhite)  Moiitafjue,  of  Sunderland,  Mass.,  poii  of 
.lolm  and  Hannah  (Sniitli)  Montajjue,  of  Iladlov,  son  of  Kicliard 
and  Abigail  (Downinj;)  Monta«jue,  of  Wcthcrstield  and  Iladloy, 
was  horn  at  Sunderland,*  June  30,  1720.  lie  married  Eliza- 
lu'tli  Montague,  prohahly,!  early  in  1742,  and  settled  in  Sun- 
<U'rland  where  lie  followed  tlic  occupation  of  weaving.  .  .He  was 
of  a  religious  turn  of  mind,  united  with  the  Sunderland  church 
and  was  very  strict  in  the  ohservance  of  all  his  reliirious  ol)li<;a- 
tioiis.  l»ut  certain  troubles  which  had  sjn'ung  uj)  in  the  church, 
began  about  this  tiuie  to  assume  a  serious  asj)ect.  Some  mem- 
bers of  the  original  church  believed  that  it  had  departed  from 
its  original  faitli  and  order,  and  on  that  account  refused  to 
connnune  with  it  and  established  a  separate  chunOi.  The  old 
clninth  excomnnmicated  these  sepju'ating  members,  and  refused 
to  recognize  the  new  organization  Jis  a  clnircli  of  Christ. 
Samuel  Montague  wjis  one  of  these  separating  members  or 
"new  lights."  The  religious  troubles  in  that  town  caused  him 
witli  several  of  his  jissociates  to  remove  to  IJcimiugton  in  1701. 
He  was  moderat4)r  of  the  lirst  town  meeting  held  there  in 
1702,  and  a  member  of  the  first  clnurh,  at  the  time  of  its 
ori^aiiization  there  the  sanu;  year.  We  are  unable  to  learn 
when  he  i)urchased  an  interest  in  the  townshij)  of  I'ittsford,  lait 
it  ajipcars  from  the  records  that  he  bought  the  right  of  John 
Eooinis,  one  of  the  original  ])roi)rietor8  and  pitched  lifty-five  acres 
of  tlic  same  in  the  north  i)art  of  the  township.  This  included 
what  is  now  th(!  north  i)art  of  the  farm  owned  by  Koswell  "Wood- 
cock. He  l)\iilt  a  house  on  the  high  groimd,  about  one-fomlh  of 
a  mile  north  of  the  site  of  Mr.  AVoodcock's  house,  and  so;ne 
vcf-tigcs  of  tli<?  same  maj*  still  be  seen,  on  tlie  east  side  of  the 
old  road  leading  to  Seth  Hewitt's.  His  house  having  been 
<'«)iiiplctc(l,  lie  removed  his  family  from  Bennington  to  I'ittsfurd 
in  tli(!  huinnier  of  1 774. 

•Till-  liDiiK'nlciul  Oil  wlilcli  ln^  wius  l)oni  ha»t  ever  liccu  owned  by  llic  Montngiio 
taiiiliv.  ^ 
t  Tiic  n  coriln  Uo  noi  make  this  certain. 
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But  one  family  is  known  to  have  located  in  Pittsford  in 
1775.  Ainos  P'jissett  whose  ancestors  have  already  l)een  men- 
tioned, wiis  born  in  Ilardwick,  Mass.,  in  Jmie,  1752,  moved  to 
Bennington  with  his  father's  family  in  1761  and  married,  in  1773, 
Anna  Lawrence  of  Korwich,  Conn.,  who  was  born  Dec.  22, 
1755.  Jji  the  fall  of  1774,  Mr.  Fassett  came  to  Pittsford  ajjd 
built  a  house  on  the  old  Crown  Point  road,  about  thirty  rods 
west  of  the  site  of  the  present  Village,  and  on  land  now  o>\ned 
by  E.  B.  Rand.  The  following  ei)ring  ho  removed  here  with 
his  fiiniily  consisting  of  a  wife  and  one  child  Samuel,  born 
November  21,  1774.  In  the  records  he  is  called  Dr.  Fassett, 
but  we  learn  from  one  of  his  eons  that  ho  was  not  a  doctor  by 
profession.  Ilis  older  brother,  Nathan,  received  a  medical 
education,  and  it  is  possible  that  Amos,  le»inung  sometliing  of 
the  healing  art  from  his  brother,  made  some  pretentions  to  a 
knowledge  of  medicino  and  thereby  got  the  title  of  doctor ; 
but  it  is  quite  certain  that  he  did  not  make  the  practice  of  med- 
icine a  business. 

"With  one  exception  we  have  mentioned  all  the  families  that 
were  loc.ut-ed  in  the  town  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  John  Marshall  and  wife  and  perhaps  sevenil 
children  were  living  here,  but  we  neither  know  the  time  when 
th(!y  came  nor  their  phice*  of  residence.  Our  oldest  inhabit- 
ants know  nothing  of  them  and  the  existing  town  records  make 
no  allusion  to  them.  Some  years  lat<;r,  reference  is  made  to  "a 
lot  of  land  owned  1)y  William  Marshall,"  who  might  have  been 
a  son  of  the  aforesaid  John. 

.  At  a  meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Hopkins,  Sept. 
14,  1773,  tlie  I'roprietors  "voted  to  lay  out  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres  of  land  in  tlic  Second  Division  to  Every  Right;  Tlien 
voted  tluit  every  lot  should  be  laid  out  togetlier  in  the  Second 
Division  ;  Then  voted  that  fitty-fivc  acres  in  the  Second  Divi- 

*  \Vc  xlioiild  Infi  r  rroin  lli'ii(l<'o'H>]innuNrrl|it  that  this  family  woa  located  some- 
wbvrc  iiuur  iliu  rcalcluiicuor  Uciijumiu  Blovou*. 
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sion  slionld  not  exceed  Imlf  a  mile  in  length,  as  tlie  whole 
hundred  and  ten ;  Then  voted  that  the  Clerk  should  set  up 
notification  in  three  towns  at  Public  houses  to  notify  the  pro- 
prietors of  Pittsford  to  come  in  by  the  foreteentli  of  October 
next  to  make  their  first  piches.  Then  voted  to  adjourn  sd 
meeting  to  the  fourteentli  ot  October  next  at  tlie  house  of  Moses 
Olmstead. 

PiTTSFORn,  October  14,  1773. 

Tlicn  met  on  sd  Tuesday  and  opened  said  meeting  and 
voted  for  the  Second  Division  Piches  to  be  drawn  and  number 
tlic  stmic. 

Voted  that  tho  meeting  be  adjourned  imtil  tlie  3  Day  of 
.Taniuiry  1774. 

PrrrsFORD  January  3,  1774. 

Then  met  on  said  Monday  and  opened  said  meeting  and 
voted  to  have  Ebenezer  Lyman  P.  Clerk  in  said  town. 

Then  past  to  vote  at  Proprietors'  Meeting  that  Every  Person 
that  has  Land  laid  out  they  shall  pay  their  Equal  Proportion  of 
32  pounds  New  York  Money  and  the  Interest. 

Voted  that  Samuel  Ellsworth,  Stephen  Mead  and  Benjamin 
Cooley  be  sessors,  Benjamin  Cooley,  Collector." 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  December  19,  1774,  tlie  Proprie- 
tors **  voted  Ebenezer  Lyman  Collector  to  collect  the  cost  of 
laying  out  tlic  township  of  Pittsford.  Voted  G  shillings  on  a 
Kiglit  to  lay  out  town  and  Public  lots  and  Pine  lota  and  town 
Plot." 

l*irrHK()Ki)  March  8,  1 774. 

'J'hcii  met  on  said  Tuesday  at  the  house  of  Ebenezer  IIop- 
kiiiH  and  o])t'iiod  said  meeting. 

I''irstly,  voted  that  cJonathan  Fassett  should  be  a  committee 
to  lay  <Mit  tlie  land  and  2  that  Peleg  Sunderland  should  bo 
ancjther,  and  3  Ebenezer  Lyman  should  be  another,  4th  that 
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Aaron  —  be  nnotluT,  5  niul  I^-^tly  to  adjourn  said  meet- 
ing to  the  4th  day  of  .hdy  at  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Hopkins." 
PiTTiiiFOKH  .hdy  yo  4tli  1774. 

Then  nu't  and  oponrd  wiid  nieetinf;  on  said  Monday  at  the 
house  of  Ebenezer  Hopkins  and  voted  to  hiy  out  the  pine  lots, 
that  all  tlie  pine  lot.**  should  have  the  privilege  of  a  two  Rod 
Road  between  every  other  lot,  nieaiiing  that  each  lot  should 
luivo  it*  timber  on  the  Road  and  that  each  lot  contjiin  three 
neres.  Then  voted  Ichabod  Parker  and  Iwuic  Rood  shall  draw 
tljo  Pino  lx)ta  and  number  the  same. 

Tiien  voted  that  Stei)hen  Mead  may  lay  out  fitly  acres  of  his 
Second  Division  south  of  Penny's  first  lot. 

Then  voted  that  Reuben  Cooley  should  be  one  of  the  com- 
mittoo  and  also  John  Ewers  another  of  the  committee  to  lay  out 
land." 

"I'lrrsKORD  November  yo  13th  1775. 
Then  mot  and  opened  said  Meeting. 
Firstly,  Voted  to  chose  a  Proprietors'  Clerk. 
2d  Voted  that  Sannicl  Ellsworth  be  the  Clerk. 
3d  Voted  to  choose  a  Connnitteo. 

4th  Clioso  Gideon  Cooley  WiUiam  Cox  and  Amos  Fassett 
committee  men  to  lay  out  land.  ^ 

6th  Chose  Samuel  "Waters,  Samuel  Ellsworth,  Joshua 
AVoodward  and  Gideon  Sheldon,  Committee  men  for  the  same 
purj)08e. 

Cth  Voted  to  draw  for  the  tliird  Division  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  June  next  at  one  o'clo(;k  afternoon." 
"  PiTTSFOKn  March  yo  12th  1770,  then  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment and  opened  said  Meeting. 

1.  Cliost!  El)enczcr  Hopkins,  Moderator,  Chose  Nathan 
FiwHctt  Clerk  for  said  Pr<)]>rietorH,  voted  to  adjourn  tliis  Meet- 
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iTip  to  John  Banies  untill  the  first  monday  of  June  next  at  one 
o'clock  aftenioon. 

PiTTSFORiv  June  3cl  1776. 

Then  met  according  to  adjournment  in  order  to  draw  for 
our  third  Division  Ix)t8. 
The  meeting  being  opened, 

1 .  Cliosc  Ebonc/er  IIoj)kin8,  Moderator. 

2d  Chose  Jona.  Fjissett  Clerk,  Pro.  Tern,  for  said  Meeting. 

3d  Voted  to  lay  out  one  hundred  acres  for  each  lot  with 

the  addition  of  ten  acres  for  roads. 

4th  Voted  to  begin  the  first  Monday  of  October  next  to 
Pitcli  the  third  Division  Lots. 

5th  Voted  to  hiy  out  two  Lots  in  a  Day  or  to  Pitch  tlie 
same  untill  the  whole  is  Pitched  or  laid  out. 

Cth  Voted  that  any  man  having  a  Piece  of  land  adjoining 
to  his  land  under  fifteen  acres  shall  have  a  right  to  take  up  said 
strip  of  land  with  a  third  Division  lot. 

7th  Voted  that  any  man  having  half  a  Pitch  of  Land  may 
lay  it  by  itself. 

8th  Voted  that  tlie  lot  joining  Aaron  Parsons  on  the  East 
be  for  the  first  settled  minister. 

9th  Voted  tliat  the  lot  laid  out  on  the  south  side  of  Reuben 
Coolcy's,  be  for  a  ministerial  Lot. 

lOtli  Voted  tluit  the  Church  of  England  lot  shall  not  lay 
south  f)f  the  Ministxjrial  or  Gleeb  Lot. 

11  til  Voted  that  Moses  Olmstead,  Benjamin  Cooley,  Ebe- 
nezcr  Lyman  be  a  committee  to  lay  out  the  public  lots. 

12tli  Voted  tliat  the  Lot  south  of  the  Ministerial  lot  be 
Hold  as  a  j)riviledge  to  the  town  to  the  highest  bider,  and  Uiey 
or  he  to  h;y  u  ])itdi  on  said  Land,  and  the  pay  to  go  to  the 
men  tliat  have  expended  casli  for  the  town. 

l.'Ub  A'otcd  tliat  the  man  that  bids  of  said  land,  if  he  Doth 
not  pay  for  sjiid  land  in  one  month  from  this  date,  the  com- 
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inittee  of  Safety  bIijiII  have  a  riglit  to  seize  his  Kstate  and  make 
sale  of  the  same  for  Payment. 

Benjajnin  Cooley  being  the  higliest  bidcr,  said  lot  was 
Btnick  of  to  him  at  twenty  one  pounds  New  York  money ;  and 
tlie  committee  at  tlie  same  time  Pitched  tlie  first  lot  for  tlio 
Church  of  England,  on  tlio  south  side  of  a  large  Pond  on  tlie 
east  side  of  said  to^^^l. 

Voted  that  Ebenezer  Hopkins  and  Jonatlian  Fassett  bo  a 
committee  to  receive  the  money  from  Benjamin  Cooley  and  pay 
the  Publick  Debts  which  are  behind  and  keep  the  rest  imtil 
allied  for. 

Voted  that  no  committee  lay  out  any  land  for  any  man 
that  will  not  Pay  the  Money  duo  for  England  money,  so  called, 
on  account  of  cost  by  sending  their  agent." 

The  lots  in  each  division  were  dra>\'n  in  conformity  to  tlie 
vote  of  the  Proprietors;  and  the  following  table  will  sliow  tlie 
number  of  the  lot  in  each  division  drawn  by  eaoli  Proprietor: 


Namis.  :stDir.  SdDlr.SdDlr.  Namu.  lilDlr.  SdDlv.  sa  Div. 


Eplirolm  Doollttlo, 

10 

11 

29 

Nntban  Mooro, 

23 

88 

11 

Win.  Nutllntt, 

0 

04 

08 

Robert  Crofford, 

28 

51 

88 

Sniii'l  Bowers, 

7 

7 

85 

Edwiird  Flint, 

25 

44 

87 

Jodhua  llutclitns, 

0 

68 

50 

DudIcI  McFarlIng, 

24 

88 

81 

Abrabntn  Morton, 

2 

14 

84 

George  Kobiun, 

27 

10 

48 

John  llubbnrd. 

5 

48 

10 

I'lilnens  Hnywood, 

2 

60 

01 

Aluxandcr  Scotl, 

11 

8 

32 

Ezra  Sanger, 

20 

02 

50 

Aiidrow  I'owon), 

15 

23 

18 

Jolin  Oaks, 

80 

45 

10 

Lucius  Duollllle, 

14 

20 

0 

Jobu  Jeuks, 

18 

81 

13 

Eljcncr-i^  Harvey, 

20 

06 

43 

John  Dcnlmna, 

28 

01 

80 

Joseph  Dun, 

12 

23 

4 

Oaulul  Thomas, 

20 

27 

18 

Anron  Kurt, 

lU 

80 

44 

Ashbel  Stiles, 

81 

43 

24 

Anron  Dunlbo, 

17 

58 

23 

Ellsba  Hull, 

88 

4 

25 

David  Fluid, 

10 

84 

48 

Siiin'l  Munnllold, 

83 

« 

8 

Joliti  AriuoH, 

21 

8 

20 

John  Hall  the  5(h, 

40 

12 

58 

Lieut.  Merrlmnn, 

4S 

57 

03 

rilhlOAIt  NfWlOD, 

EIIkIik  Hull,  Jr., 

m 

40 

80 

EllKbn  Fuller, 

Clins.  Wlilllleitey, 

.  J« 

00 

(;8 

Biiniuel  Fuller, 

Duvid  OukH, 

JI7 

48 

57 

Siiinuct  Fuller,  Jr., 

KIIhIiu  WlilltUwey, 

«7 

•.a 

28 

Elkniiuh  Fox, 

Notha'l  Cbeuey, 

ao 

m 

17 

ElUbu  Uurvey, 
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NaMks.          1st  DIr  Sd  DlT.  8d  Div. 

Namss.          IstDlv.  Sd  DIt.  8d  Dir. 

Lucius  Hall, 

Jo 

0 

iJaniel  ijora. 

Siim'l  Whittlesey, 

41 

08 

21 

AVilllnm  Howard, 

Chanccy  Whittlesey, 

60 

• 

John  Loomis, 

Jedcdiiib  Wloslow, 

54 

Daniel  Warner, 

Timothy  I'Bltcrson,. 

1 

Richard  Wlbert, 

David  Parpnw, 

63 

Daniel  Boyden, 

Matiian  Jcwett, 

68 

Tbco.  Atkinson, 

Buuja.  Huntley, 

63 

Peter  Johnson, 

Dtitilcl  Drcggs 

60 

Samuel  Johnson, 

Amos  Jonea, 

61 

Jacob  Hemcnway, 

Minister's  Lot, 

94 

64 

Samuel  Brewer, 

School  Lot, 

01 

64 

07 

Joseph  Anns, 

Society  Lot, 

04 

10 

53 

Olceb  Lot. 

Tho  following  table 

shows 

the  number  of  the  Pino 

Lot 

dra^vn  to  each  proprietor' 

8  name : 

Naxes. 

No. 

Vauxb. 

No. 

Timothy  Patterson, 

00 

Daniel  Wamor, 

49 

David  Parpaw, 

65 

Ebcnczcr  Harrcy, 

43 

Joslah  Armcs, 

28 

Joseph  Burt, 

4 

Amos  Jones, 

Phlncaa  fiaywood. 

tJl 

William  Nutting, 

63  < 

David  Oaks, 

67 

Priest  Lot, 

67 

Samuel  Johnson, 

7 

Abralinm  Morton,  - 

84 

Theodore  Atkinson, 

20 

Lent  Merlman, 

63 

Nathau  Jowett, 

04 

EllKha  Hall,  Jr., 

80 

Alexander  Scott, 

33 

Oforjfo  Whitllcsey, 

68 

Nathaniel  Cheney, 

17 

Samuel  Fuller, 

51 

Aaron  Denlho, 

23 

Daiilul  Thomas, 

18 

Daniel  Boyden, 

9n 
oU 

BninucI  Whittlesey, 

21 

Elisha  Whittlesey, 

OA 

Kdwnrd  FIlut, 

87 

Ashbel  Stilcfl, 

V 

KlUlia  Fuller, 

47 

John  Hall,  tho  6th, 

68 

Wlllluin  Howard, 

88 

Aaron  Burt, 

44 

Ephniim  Doollttle, 

29 

Samuel  Brewer, 

14 

lienjntnln  Huntley, 

45 

Joshua  JohnHon, 

15 

Society  Lot, 

54 

EllBha  Harvey, 

1 

Peter  JuhuHon, 

60 

Joshua  Hutchinson, 

50 

John  Oaks, 

10 

Richard  Wlbert, 

58 

John  JciikM, 

13 

John  Bcnham, 

80 

Samiti'l  Miiimflcld, 

8 

Olceb  Lot, 

27 

Dnnh  l  Lord, 

55 

Ellsha  Hull, 

^ 

LuclUK  Hall, 

6 

Daniel  McFarling, 

81 

John  lliitilinrd, 

19 

Jacob  Hcmcnwiiy, 

10 

•  Tliin  iiible  Im  a  cojjy  of  the  one  iu  the  Proprietors'  records,  but  aa  will  be  seen  it 
U  not  lull. 
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Namk*. 

No. 

Namm. 

No. 

85 

CImrlcs  Willi tlcwy, 

UU 

Oi-onrt"  Rollins, 

48 

Lucius  Doollltic, 

28 

Nnllmiilct  Moiv, 

-11 

Judcdinh  Winslow, 

41 

KIkniinli  Fox, 

2 

Er.m  SiUigcr, 

5l» 

School  Lot, 

52 

Daniel  Drcdgs,  . 

40 

riilnnw  Nmtliiff,  • 

6 

Clinnwy  WliUtlo«cy, 

8 

Uoltcrl  Cmwford, 

88 

Diivid  Field, 

48 

Aiulrcw  I'owrm, 

18 

Joliu  LooniU, 

40 

Jolin  Annc«, 

20 

Tlio  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  stniggle  on  tlie 
lOtli  of  A]iril,  1775,  checked  the  tide  of  immigration  -which 
had  HO  auspiciously  commenced,  so  that  during  the  next  five 
years,  the  ]»opidation  of  the  township  was  hut  little  increased 
hy  tlie  arrival  of  new  families.  It  is  not  known  that  more 
than  two  families  moved  into  the  to^^^^  in  1776.  These  were 
tlio  Drury  and  Sweet  families.  John  Banies  commenced  to 
make  his  home  here,  and  Darius  Crippen  married  nud  located 
hero  Ihis  ycnr. 

The  most  of  the  Drury  families  in  New  England  have 
prohahly  de8<!cnded  from  Hugh  Dniry,  of  Boston,  who  was 
made  freeman  in  1640,  constable  in  1654,  and  a  meml>er  of  tlio 
artillery  company  in  1655.  He  died  in  1659,  and  wjis  interred 
in  Kings  Cl»ii)el  Cemetery.  He  had  two  sons,  John  and 
ThonuiH,  one  of  whom  was  the  father  of  Daniel  who  was  horn 

A])ril  25,  1709.    lie  married  Sarah  ,  who  was  horn 

May  1 1 ,  1703.  The  former  died  June  9,  1786,  the  latter  Nov. 
30,  1775.  Ebenezer-  son  of  the  above  was  boni  in  Slirews- 
bury,  Mass.,  Jan.  17,  1734,0.  S.,  and  in  1762  married  Hannah 
Keys,  who  wjis  born  Ajml  17,  1742.  They  first  lo(!ated  in 
Shrewsbury,  but  moved  to  'J'einj)lo  and  again  back  to  Shrews- 
Itury.  In  the  Hjiring  of  1776,  Mr.  Drury  came  to  Pittsford 
and  l)ought  of  Benjamin  Cooley  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
whicli  inchuhtd,  with  otlior  land,  tlic  farm  now  owned  by  the 
heirs  of  the  hite  Austin  Andrews.  Tlie  deed  of  this  jMircliaso 
was  «liit<!d  April  10,  177(>,  and  was  in  consideration  of  £100. 
He  made  hit)  first  clearing  and  built  a  small  house  in  what  is 
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now  a  pasture,  nearly  two  Imndred  rods  west  of  the  site  of  tlie 

present  house.    There  are  some  vestiges  of  this  buihling  still 

in  existen(!e.    It  is  evident  that  Mr.  Dniry  removed  his  family 

» 

here  in  tlie  fall  of  this  year. 

Jonatlian  Sweet,  quite  likely  a  son  of  Sanuiel,  of  Benning- 
ton, located  here  this  year.  Ho  bought  one  right  of  land  (of 
which  Andrew  Powci-s  was  the  original  pro]irietor)  and  jiitched 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  it  Kovenibcr  23,  1774.  This 
])itc]i  included  the  farm  now  owned  by  Allen  Mills.  After  making 
a  clearing  he  built  a  log  house  which  stood  jiist  south  of  the  west 
road,  near  its  junction  with  the  north-and-south  road,  or  some 
distance  cjust  of  the  jiresent  residence  of  Mr.  Mills.  He  nnirried 
and  hx'ated  here  in  1776.  He  brought  with  him  nine  sheej),  the 
first  ever  brought  into  Whipple  Hollow,  but  the  wolves  destroyed 
all  excejit  one  the  first  year. 

John  Barnes,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  New  Fairfield, 
•Conn.,  March  13,  1760.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
AVatcrs,  and  she  was  sister  of  Samuel  Waters  before  mentioned. 
When  quite  young,  in  company  with  his  grandfather  whoso 
name  Avas  also  John,  he  came  to  Pittsford  on  a  tour  of  observ- 
ation. In  1775,  his  father  entered  the  army  and  died  soon 
after  in  the  service  of  his  country.  In  the  s])ring  of  1770,  ho 
came  to  Pittsford  ajid  bought,  quite  likely  of  James  Hopkins, 
a  small  lot  of  land  which  now  forms  a  part  of  the  farm  owned 
l)y  A.  N.  I^veland.  Ho  connnenced  at  once  to  clear  the  land 
and  l)iiild  a  house,  and  tlie  work  upon  the  latter  was  can-ied 
tbrward  so  rai)idly  that  a  Proprietors'  meeting  was  lield  in  it 
on  the  tliird  day  of  Jmio  that  year.  This  liouse  stood  about 
twelve  rods  nortli  of  the  house  now  occujiied  l)y  Mr.  Love- 
land.  Vcmng  Barnes  (continued  to  reside  here  a  large  ]>!irt  of 
th(!  time  alone  mitil  the  2lKt  day  of  Sc]>tcmber,  1  TSf),  wlicn  he 
marri(Ml  Salonia  Harwood*  who  was  born  in  Bennin<rton,  ^March 

i7<;,s. 

•  iJatiKliltr  of  lU-v.  Elcozcr  Harwood. 
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Dnrius  Crippcn,  son  of  David,  mnrriod  Abigail,  daughter 
of  Roger  Stevens,  and  located  on  the  home  fann  witli  his 
parents.  How  long  the  latter  lived  after  this  period  we  have 
no  means  of  knoAving,  but  it  would  appear  that  Darius  l>onght 
his  brother  David's  interest  in  the  homestead  in  1783,  and  quite 
likely  tlie  latter  soon  after  left  tlie  to%vn.  Darius  resided  here 
till  1794,  when  he  sold  his  farm  to  Elias  Williams  of  Rutland. 
The  deed  was  dated  January  4tli  and  was  in  consideration  of 
£120.  Crippen  tlien  moved  to  Bjistard,  Lower  Canada,  where 
ho  wjis  afterwards  dro^vned.  Mrs.  Crippcn,  after  the  death  of 
her  Inisband,  went  to  live  with  her  eon  in  tlie  western  part  of 
New  York  where  she  died. 

Two  families  named  the  May  and  EAvings  families,  located 
here  in  1777. 

John  May  was  bom  in  England  about  tlie  year  1746,  and 
came  to  America  when  he  was  a  young  man.  He  purchased  of 
Stephen  Mead  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Pittsford,  the  deed 
being  dated  "Jan.  16, 1777,  and  in  the  15th  year  of  his  Majes- 
ty's reign."  This  included  most  of  the  farm  now  owiied  by  Lewis 
AVhite.  The  following  spring  he  built  a  house  a  little  south- 
west of  the  residence  of  Roger  Stevens,  the  cellar  of  which 
may  still  ])o  seen,  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  south  of  tlie 
present  residence  of  Mr.  White,  and  near  a  large  boulder  on 
the  omt  H\(\c  of  the  road  leading  south  to  Sutherland  Falls. 
He  married  and  resided  in  this  house  several  years.  We  ouniot 
learn  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife. 

James  Ewings  was  bom  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1749. 
Alexander  E\nng8,  his  father,  wjis  a  Scotchman  l)y  birth,  and 
a  gru(luat<5  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh.  Ho  eutercd  the 
HritlHli  army  soon  after  his  graduation  and  received  an  adju- 
tant's comniiHsion  in  one  of  the  regimentH  which  was  stationed 
at  Cork,  Ireland.  There  ho  married  a  Miss  Sullivan  and 
rcniaincd  at  that  jxmt  with  his  regitnent  some  yearn,  and  there 
a  nuiiil)er  of  his  children  were  born,  including  James  and 


1 
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Alexander.  Early  in  1755,  liis  regiment  was  ordered  to 
America  under  tlie  command  of  the  noted  General  Braddock. 
Adjutant  Ewings  accompanied  liis  regiment,*  taking  his  family 
witli  him,  and  on  arrinng  in  America  he  left  them  upon  the 
cojist  and  procee<led  with  his  regiment  to  Fort  Cumberland. 
He  shared  in  tlie  hardships  of  the  unfortunate  expedition 
against  Fort  du  Quesne.  On  the  retreat  alter  the  disaster  of 
\ho  9tli  of  July,  ft  trivial  circumstance  occurred  which  changed 
tlio  whole  course  of  his  life.  At  a  sjife  point  where  the  army 
had  hidtcd  to  gather  up  its  scattered  fragments,  and  care  for 
tlio  wounded  that  had  been  brought  along,  the  Adjutant  was 
ftj)proached  by  cert-ain  ones  in  authority  and  jisked  to  act  as 
chaplain — performing  tlie  burial  service  over  the  dead  bodies 
of  some  officers.  lie  took  off  his  sword  and  i>erlbnned  tlie 
service,  but  ho  declared  that  Ae  could  never  put  it  on  again. 
Soon  afterwards  ho  and  his  brother,  a  captain  in  the  same 
regiment,  procured  tlieir  discharge  from  the  army.  The  Cap- 
tain settled  in  riiiladelphia  as  a  lawyer;  tJio  Adjutimt  in 
Massachusetts,  where  he  became  a  Baptist  dergj-man.  Rev. 
Alexander  Ewings  wjis  the  father  of  a  large  family — seven  sons 
and  one  daughter — though  the  names  of  only  three  are  now 
remembered  by  our  informant — James  and  Alexander,  Jr., 
already  mentioned,  and  John,  who  settled  in  tlie  nortlicm  part 
of  the  State  of  Vermont. 

James  was  six  years  of  ago  at  the  time  he  was  embarked  with 
his  futlier's  family  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for  America.  They 
hmded  in  Jioston,  and  after  the  father  obUiined  his  disf^harge  from 
tlio  army,  they  resided  some  years  in  Greenwich,  Mass.  James 
niarrio<l  Naomi,  daughter  of  Benjnnn'n  Cooley  of  that  town, 
in  1775.  Their  eldest  son,  lienjaniin,  was  bom  in  May,  1776. 
Till!  following  year  Mr.  Ewings  canus  to  Pittsford  and  l)onglit 
of  Durius  Crippen  fifty  acres  of  land,!  b''"t5  ^^wth  of  said 

•Tmo  Px'liiiciilM  wcro  sent  out  ntllilH  tiino  under  nriiddock. 
t  TliU  wua  a  part  of  the  llrbt  divUlou  t»l'  llic  right  of  Johu  Ouks. 
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Crip|>en'«  home  fnrin,  nn<l  witli  wino  additions  nfterwnrds  pnr- 
dinse*!,  it  liu'ludtMl  the  farm  now  owned  1)V  Artonins  C.  Powers.' 
IIu  inado  tiiu  first  (<K<nrin<;  on  that  farm  and  hnih  n  liousc  on 
tho  wwt  side  of  the  road  oxactW  o]>posite  tlic  ])re8ent  house, 
lie  retnoved  hif»  family  here  in  tl>o  fall  of  that  voar. 

Joflhtm  Juno,  Nohemiah  Hopkins,  Timothy  Barker  and 
Ahol  Stevens  l<H;4itc<l  here  in  1778. 

The  atieestors  of  Joshua  June  resided  in  Stamford,  Conn., 
where,  it  is  supposed,  he  was  born  about  the  year  175G.  Soon 
iiHer  eoming  to  this  town  he  married  Sarah,  eldest  daughter  of 
William  Cox,  who  gave  him  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of 
land  from  tlio  north  part  of  his  home  farm,  the  deed  being 
dated  Mnreh  23,  1779.  Mr.  June  built  a  Irouse  about  one-half 
a  mile  northeast  of  tho  residence  of  Mr.  Cox,  tho  location  of 
which  nniy  still  be  seen  in  the  field,  about  one  hundred  rods 
north  of  tho  stone  house  owned  by  Junia  Sargent,  and  about 
three  rods  from,  and  on  the  west  side  of,  the  present  highway 
leading  to  Brandon  ;  a  pile  of  stones  now  occupies  the  i)lace  of 
tho  cellar.  The  house  was  comi)leted  and  oc<;npied  early  in 
the  summer  of  that  year. 

Kehemiah  Hopkins  was  the  second  son  of  Ebenozcr — 
l)cforo  mentioned  —  and  was,  ])robably,  bom  Hn  Harwinton, 
Conn.,  wlu're  he  spent  his  childhood.  He  nuirricd  I'ryphcne 
"Smith  and  settled  in  StO(rkbridge,  Mass.,  where  were  born  to 
them  five  sons,  Ebcnezer,  Nchemiah,  Ashbel,  Martin  and 
Matthew  ;  and  four  daughters,  Jeminni,  Tryi)hene,  Rachel  and 
Sylvia.  He  came  to  Pittsford  in  1778,  and  ])urchased  the  irtu-.t 
of  land  \\\>on  which  Mill  Village  is  now  locjited.  He  made  a 
clearing  and  built  a  log  house  which  stood  about  ten  rods  west 
of  the  ])rcsent  residcncu;  of  John  Stevens,  and  here  he  removed 
his  family  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 

Timothy  Parker  was  one  of  tlie  early  settlers  of  Neshobe — 
now  Jirandon — and,  for  a  few  years,  was  (piit*-  a  iMominent 
nuui  in  that  township.    At  a  genend  convention  of  delegates 
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from  tlie  towns  in  the  New  Hiunpsliire  Grants,  held  nt  Dorset, 
Sept  25tli,  1776,  "Capt.  Tiniotlij  Barker"  was  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Nesliobe.  In  1778,  lie  married  the  widow  of 
Isjmc  Buck,  and  removed  his  residence  from  KesholK?  to  Pitts- 
ford,  and  occupied  the  house  already  mentioned  as  having 
been  built  by  Mr.  Buck.  An  adjourned  Brojirietors'  meeting 
was  "held  at  the  house  of  Timothy  Barker,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Creek,  October  12th,  1779." 

This  year  Abel  Stevens,  son  of  Roger,  married  Eunice, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Buck,  and  on  the  2lBt  of  November  bought 
of  his  father  one  hundred  and  forty-tive  acres  of  land,  bounded 
on  the  n6rth  by  land  of  Benjamin  Cooley,  on  the  east  by  land 
of  Col.  E.  Doolittle,  on  the  south  by  land  of  Eleazer  Ilarwood, 
and  on  tlie  w5st  by  the  Creek.  The  consideration  was  £400. 
This  included  the  farm  recently  owned  by  tJie  lato  Doming 
Gorham.  Mr.  Stevens  built  the  low  ]>art  of  the  i)re8ent  house 
and  resided  there  till  1796,*  when  ho  removed  to  Bastard, 
County  of  Leeds,  Canada,  where  he  died  in  1810.  Wo  are 
informed  that  he  was  a  man  of  earnest  piety,  and  a  preacher  of 
the  Methodist  doctrine. 

Richard  S.  Adams,  from  Connecticut,  located  here  in  1779, 
making  his  first  pitch  April  9th,  on  the  riglit  of  .John  Loomis 
in  the  third  division  of  lots.  This  included  what  has  since 
been  known  »is  the  Beals  plac-e,  now  owned  by  John  Eggleston: 
He  made  the  first  iinprovements  on  that  farm,  and  the  house 
built  by  him  stood  on  the  east  side  of  the  east-and-west  road, 
and  aliout  half-way  between  where  ^Ir.  Eggleston's  house  now 
btands  and  the  ibur-<-.orner8 — so  culled — a  sliort  distance  west- 
ward. Before  coming  to  Pittsford,  he  had  iiinrried  Lucy  Mafson, 
hall-sister  of  Dea.  Caleb  llendce's  wife.  He  resided  liere  till 
1 798,  when  he  sold  his  farm  to  Solomon  I'urdy,  of  Ktitland, 
and  soon  after  moved  to  Bastard,"  Canada,  with  all  his  children, 
whoHt!  names  were  Saxton,  Daniel,  .loslma  and  Lucy. 

*  Mr.  Su-vcutt  sold  bis  lanu  to  IcLabod  Cross  March  4, 17U3. 
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CUAPTER  III. 

Origin  of  the  Land-title  controversy  ;  llapacity  of  the  Colo- 
nial Governors  of  New  York;  Charter  of  Socialhorongh ; 
Attempts  of  the  Grantees  to  enforce  their  claims;  Resist- 
ance to  the  New  York  officials;  Conveiitions  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants. 

Tlio  early  settlers  had  scarcely  become  estnbUshcd  in  tlieir 
now  homes,  ere  they  found  tliemselves  involved  iu  a  contro- 
versy wliich  had,  for  some  time,  existed  between"  New  Ilamp- 
fihiro  and  New  York,  respecting  their  division  line.  The  history 
of  tJiis  "Land-Title  Controversy" — for  such  it  truly  wjis — 
belongs  no  more  to  Pittsford  tlian  to  otlier  to\vns  in  the  State ; 
but  it  will  be  needful  to  glance  at  some  of  its  more  prominent 
features,  in  order  to  understand  some  importjint  events,  which 
took  ])laco  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  township. 

It  should  bo  remembered  that  tlie  Dutch  first  colonized 
New  York  under  the  name  of  New  Netlierland,  and  that 
between  them  and  the  English  colonies  of  Connectictut,  tlicro 
wjis  not  tlio  most  friendly  feeling.  Jealousies  and  animosities 
were  frequently  8i)ringing  up  between  tliem,  and  jis  their  so ttlo- 
menta  extended,  tlieir  boundaries  became  a  source  of  serious 
contentioji.  By  an  agreement,  however,  entered  into  on  19th 
Sept.,  1050,  by  representatives  of  the  two  pjirties,  their  division- 
line  was  defined  »is  "  beginning  at  the  west  side  of  Greenw-ich 
liay,  being  about  four  miles  from  Stjimford,  and  running  a 
northerly  line  twenty  miles  up  into  tlie  coimtry,  and  after  as  it 
should  bo  agreed  by  the  two  governments  of  the  Dutch  and  of 
New  Haven,  provided  the  said  lino  como  not  within  ten  miles 
of  Hudson's  river.    And  it  was  agreed  that  these  bounds  tuid 


OKANT  TO  THK  DUKK  OF  YOKK. 


65 


limits  should  be  observed  and  kept  inviokte,  both  by  tho 
EngL'sh  and  United  Colonies,  and  all  the  nation  \nthout  any 
cncroadiinent  or  niolestjition,  Jintil  a  full  and  final  determina- 
tion be  nfjreed  xijion  in  EurojH",  bv  the  nnitual  consent  of  the 
States  of  Enj^land  and  Holland."  This  treaty-boundai^'  was 
fonnally  aj)i)roved  and  ratified,  under  the  seal  of  tho  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  Feb.  22,  1056,  as  the  line 
of  division  between  New  Netherland  and  New  England. 

But  tho  English  government,  regarding  tho  Dutch  as 
intruders  n])on  their  territory,  resolved  upon  the  conquest  of 
Now  Nctiierland.  As  a  preliminary  measure  King  Charles  the 
Second,  on  tho  12th  of  March,  1004,  issued  to  his  brother 
James,  tlie  Duke  of  York,  a  grant  of  all  the  land  from  the 
west  side  of  Connecticut  river  to  the  cjist  side  of  Delaware 
Bay,  and  the  Duke  was  authorized  to  employ  the  necessary 
force  to  make  his  grant  available. 

Accordingly  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  which,  being 
joined  by  troops  from  Connecticut,  a]>i)eared  before  Ndw 
Amstcrdnni,  and  made  a  formal  denumd  for  its  surrender  to 
the  English  crown.  Terms  favorable  to  the  Dutch  having  been 
agreed  u])on,  New  Amsterdam,  with  all  its  dependencies,  was 
surrendered  to  the  Englisli,  Sept.  8,  1004. 

The  boundaries  of  this  grant  were  probably  never  intended 
<l('finite  limits,  since  this  would  interfere  with  former  grants, 
"but  ratlier  as  outer  limits  witliin  whi(-h  New  Netherland,  tho 
olijcct  of  Jthe  grant,  was  su])j>osed  to  be  incliuled."*  The  natural 
inference  from  all  tlic  circumstances  attending  the  issue  is, 
that  the  (lcscri|)tion  was  designed  to  indic^ate  New  Netherland 
iiH  (he  olijcct  of  the  grant,  leaving  its  extent  and  limits,  then 
imperfectly  known  to  the  Crown,  to  be  afterwards  ascertained 
and  <lctcniiincd. 

Accorilingly,  within  less  than  two  weeks  after  the  conquest 
of  N(;\v  .Nctiierland,  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut  apj)ointed 

•  Hi«rly  history  of  Vonnoiit, 
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five  coiniiiissionert*,  to  settle  with  the  King's  eominissioiicrs  tlio 
boundarv-litu'.  These  eoininissioners  convened  at  Kew  Yoi  k, 
nnd  al>er  u  full  hearing,  made  tlieir  decision  in  regard  to  the 
conflict  of  boundaries  in  the  two  charters  as  follows,  viz.:  "that 
the  <'-rtH?k  or  river  willed  Maniaroneck  which  is  reputed  to 
he  about  th.irteen  miles  to  the  east  of  Winchester,  and  in  a  line 
drawn  from  the  cjist  ]>oint  or  side  where  the  fresh  water  falls 
into  the  sidt,  at  high  water  mark,  north-northwest  to  the  line  of 
the  MjisHjichusetts,  be  the  western  bounds  of  the  said  colony  of 
Connwticut,  *fcc."  This  decision  of  the  connnissioners  was 
iiexH;j)ted  for  a  time  by  botJi  parties,  biit  it  was  soon  Ibund 
tJmt  there  w»is  a  great  defect  in  the  language  by  whi(rh  the 
division-lino  had  been  defined  in  10G4,  especially  in  the  direc- 
tion of  its  northern  line,  which,  running  north-norfhwest,  would 
cross  Hudson's  river  instead  of  being  pandlel  to  its  general 
courso. 

The  King's  commissioners  asserted  that  they  never  intended 
tlw  lino  to  come  within  less  than  twenty  miles  of  that  river, 
and  by  further  negotiations  it  w»is  surveyed  and  established"  at 
a  distance  of  twenty  miles  from  the  Hudson. 

The  adjustment  of  this  boundary -controversy  between  Kew 
York  and  Connecticut,  in  ternis  a])i)lied  only  to  tlie  boundary 
between  those  two  provinces;  b\it  there  is  abundant  evidence 
to  show  that  tho  line  ninning  i)arallel  with  the  Hudson  at 
the  distance  of  twenty  miles  eastward  was  understood  at 
the  time  to  ai)ply  to  the  whole  ejistern  boundary  of  the 
Duke's  patent.  Agreeably  to  this  understanding  Massachusetts 
])rocee(led  to  nuike  grants  of  townshij»s  west  of  the  (Joiiiiccticut 
river,  and  this  territory  was  ra])idly  tilling  up  by  ininiigration 
from  tho  CJistcrly  l)art  of  tho  State.  A'»-ry  soon  it  was  dotted 
with  flourishing  settlements.  But  in  1 7r):i,  the  government  o 
New  York,  for  tho  first  time,  notified  the  govermiient  ol'  jMassa- 
chusettii,  that  under  the  charter  to  the  Duke  of  York,  slie 

•  Thli  WM  MUblUhed  Iq  1731. 
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cliiiiiu'd  the  territorv  eastward  to  the  Comiecticut  river.  Tho 
(listurh.iiuips  growing  out  of  these  conflicting  chiinis  soon 
hi'caiue  so  seriojis  as  to  attract  tlie  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Trudc  wlio  sninnioned  before  them  tlu*  agents  of  the  respective 
])rovinces,  then  in  Enghmd,  and  having  Imird  wliat  tliej  liad 
to  say  upon  tlic  subject,  on  the  'Joth  of  iMay,  1757,  made  a 
representation  of  tlie  case  to  the  King. 

In  their  rejiort  tbey  say  "we  are  of  opinion  that  u  lino  to 
be  drawn  nortlierly  from  a  point  on  tlie  south  boundary  lino  of 
^Miu^sacliusetts  Jiay,  twenty  nn'les  due  east  from  Hudson's  river, 
to  another  ])oint  twenty  miles  distiuit  dtie  east  from  the  said 
river,  on  that  line  which  divides  the  j)rovince  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  the  Massachusetts  ]^ay,  would  bo  n  just  and  ecpiitnble 
line  of  division  between  yo\ir  Majesty's  ]»rovinccs  of  Now 

York  and  Massachusetts  Bay.    Thev  therefore  reconmicnd  tho 

« 

establislnnent  of  such  boundary  line  by  his  Majesty's  order  in 
council."  The  lino  tlms  recommended  not  being  satisfactory  to 
the  govermnent  of  either  j)rovinc(>,  no  further  attempt  was 
made  at  that  time  to  settle  the  pending  controversy. 

But  the  disttn*ban<;cs  continuing,  the  Karl  of  Shelburno  by 
comuumd  of  tlie  King  addressed  letters  to  the  governors  of  tho 
respective  colonies  recommending  that  effectual  measures  bo 
taken  to  settle  every  diflcren(;e  relating  to  their  boundaries  by 
commissioners  a])])ointed  from  each  for  that  ]>urpose.  Accord- 
ingly commissioners  were  api>ointed  who  met  at  New  Haven, 
October  1,  17(57,  but  after  a  session  of  several  days,  8ei>arated 
without  coming  to  an  agreement.  In  1773,  other  commissioners 
appointed  and  duly  authorized  by  the  respective  jn-ovinces,  jiiet 
at  Hailford  and  executed  in  the  ])resenee  and  with  the  a])i)roval 
of  the  giivernors  of  the  two  ])rovinces  an  agreement  by  inden- 
ture in  which  if  was  declared  tliat,  "A  line  lieginningat  a])la<'0 
fixed  upon  by  tlie  two  governments  of  New  York  and  C<ni- 
neciicnt,  in  or  ab(»iit  A.  I).  1731,  for  the  northwest  corner  of 
n  tra<-l  ol'  land  commonly  called  the  ()])long  or  e(piivalent  land, 
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luul  ninnin«r  I'mm  the  said  comer  north  twcntv-<»no  <U'<;roi's  ten 
niiiiiites  Hiul  tliirty  seconds  cnst,  as  the  nia<;netie  needle  now 
jioiiits,  t(i  the  north  line  ot"  Massaehusetts  Bay,  shall  at  all  times 
liereal'fcr  he  the  line  ot"  jnrisdiction  between  the  said  ]>rovince 
ot"  Massachusetts  Bay  and  the  said  province  ot"  New  York,  in 
all  and  every  part  and  place  where  the  said  j^rovince  ot"  Kew 
York  on  its  eastern  boundary,  shall  adjoin  on  tJie  said  province 
of  the  said  ^Massachusetts  Bav."  This  line  thou;;h  described 
in  iliircreiit  lanj^iuij^e  was  substantially  the  same  as  that  recom- 
mended by  the  Board  ot"  T^ude  in  1757. 

Soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  line  between  Alassachu- 
setts  and  New  Hampshire  in  1740,  Benning  AVentworth  of 
Portsmouth  was  appointed  Governor  of  the  latter  ])r()vince  ; 
and  his  commission  in  definijig  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction 
states  that  it,  was  to  extend  westward  till  it  "meets  with  our 
<»ther  governments."  After  the  establishment  of  the  boundaiy 
between  New  Y'^ork  and  Connecticut  in  1731,  it  was  generally 
understood  that  tlie  eastern  boundary'  of  New  Y'^ork  was  a  lino 
beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Connectiiuit  and  running 
at  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  from  the  Hudson  to  Lake  Cham- 
])lain.  And  that  such  was  the  nnderstanding  of  the  British 
government,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  nia])s  of  the 
British  American  ])rovince8  which  were  used  for  reference  by 
the  govenimcnt,  contain  such  a  distinctly  nwirked  line.  The 
eviden(;e  tipon  this  siibject  was  so  convincing  that  Gov.  Went- 
worth  did  not  hesitate  to  gi'ant  to\mshi])s  on  the  west  side  of 
( 'oiiiieetieut  river  though  caret"ul  to  avoid  encroaching  u])on  the 
territory  of  New  ^'ork.  But  as  this  line  had  not  been  detinitcly 
CHtablished,  on  the  17th  of  Novend)cr,  1741>,  tlu?  (Governor 
wrote  (iov.  Clinton  that  he  had  it  in  comnuind  from  his  mnjesty 
to  nmke  grants  of  i.nimproved  lands  witliin  liis  goveniiiient  to 
such  persons  as  would  (diligate  themselves  t<t  improve  llie  same; 
that  apjtlications  wen;  c(nning  in  for  thr.  laying  out  of  some 
townships  in  the  western  part  of  it ;  and  that  wisiiing  to  avoid, 


N.   H.  0KANT8  ANNKXKO  TO  NKW  YOKK. 


as  far  as  lie  could,  intprforini;  with  tlie  govoniineiit  of  His 
J^xcelleiK'.y,  ho  endosed  n  copy  of  liis  commission  from  the 
King,  and  desired  to  bo  informed  how  far  nortli  of  Albany  and 
how  many  miles  cast  of  Hudson's  river,  to  the  northward  of 
!Afassa(thusetts  line,  his  (Gov.  Clinton's)  government,  hy  his 
majesty's  connnission,  extended. 

This  letter  having  been  laid  before  the  New  York  council, 
they  advised  Gov.  Clinton  to  acqiniint  Gov.  "Wentworth  "that 
this  province  is  bounded  easterly  by  Connecticut  river;  the  let- 
ters patent  from  King  Charles  the  Second  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
exi)rossly  granting  all  the  lands  from  the  west  side  of  Con- 
necticut river,  to  the  east  side  of  Delaware  Bay."  This  advice 
being  comnuinicjitod  to  Gov.  "Wentworth  an  earnest  corres- 
jtondenco  ensued  between  the  two  governors,  the  one  claiming 
to  the  Connecticut  river,  and  the  other  to  a  line  twenty  miles 
from  the  Hudson,  but  reaching  no  satisfactor}'  residt  they 
nnitually  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  decision  of  the 
King. 

The  subject  having  been  brought  before  the  Board  of  Trade, 
the  New  York  claim  was  \n"ged  with  so  much  skill  and  vehe- 
mence, that  in  July,  1764,  an  order  was  obtained  of  the  King 
in  council,  declaring  "the  west  bank  of  the  river  Connecticut, 
from  wlicre  it  enters  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  as  far 
nortli  as  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,  to  be  the  boundary- 
line  between  the  two  provinces  of  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York.  The  territory  thus  annexed  to  New  York  comjiriscd 
the  whole  of  the  Stat<;  of  Vermont,  and  having  up  to  this  time 
been  considered  a  part  of  New  Hampshire,  a  large  projKjrtion 
«>f  it  had  been  granted  in  to^\^^shi])S  of  six  miles  square  by 
(fdv.  Wentworth  and  in  a  few  of  these  were  (juite  fl(»uris]iing 
wttlcnients.  This  change  of  jurisdi(;tion  had  been  made  with- 
«»iif  cdiisulting  the  inhabitants,  who  were  to  be  most  affected 
tlicn  liy,  Mild  even  witliout  their  knowledge.  Had  the  cliange 
been  e<inline(l  to  jurisdiction  only  tliey  would  have  submitted 
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without  any  serious  ojiixisitiou,  though  the  most  of  them  would 
have  jiri'tVm'(l  to  renuiin  under  tlie  hiws  and  institutions  of 
New  Hampshire.  But  when  the  New  York  government  went 
fartlier,  and,  (hsregarding  the  ehiims  of  the  settlers,  jiroeeeded 
to  grant  their  property  to  other  parties,  it  aroused  tlie  most 
Henous  iiuhgiuition. 

The  order  of  tlie  King  annexing  the  New  Hampshire 
grants  to  New  York,  though  dated  July  20,  1704,  was  not 
nuide  kn(»wn  to  the  settlers  till  the  following  year,  1705.  On 
the  10th  of  April  of  that  year,  Lieut.-Gov.  Golden  laid  it 
lK>fore  the  New  York  council,  and  in  piu'suance  of  their  advice, 
ismuchI  a  ])r<H'hunation  giving  notice  of  the  same — "to  the  end 
that  nil  his  Majesty's  suhjects  within  the  j)rovice  might  conform 
thereto  and  govern  tliemselves  accordingly."  No  sooner  was 
this  pro<'lamation  made  known  to  the  Proprietors  of  Pittsford 
than  they  adopted  mch  mejisures  as  they  supposed  would 
insure  to  them  a  confirmation  of  their  charter,  and  the  follow- 
ing address  and  petition  were  ])re8ented  to  Lieut.-Gov.  Colden: 

Dat<!(l  at  Shrowshury  in  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 

June  24th,  A.  ]).  1705. 
To  the  Ilon'hle  Cadwallader  Colden,  Es(|r.,  Lieut.  Governor 

and  Connnander  in  ('hief  in  and  over  his  ^lajestics  Prov- 

inc<)  of  New  York,  etc.,  and  the  Ilon'hle  his  Majesties 

Counsel. 

The  petition  of  a  numher  of  ])erftons  who,  as  they  tliought, 
obtained  his  Majesties  Gratit  of  a  Townshij)  or  tract  of  land 
hy  t\\(-  mediation  of  his  E.xcellency  Penning  Wentworth,  Es<p-. 
(lovernoiir  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majesties  Province 
of  New  Ilam]>shire,  tlie  Honourable  his  Majesties  Coimcil  of 
waid  Province,  siluat(»  West  of  Connecticut  River,  on  Otter 
('reek.  Beginning  af  the  Northwest  ci)nier  of  the  Township 
of  Kuthind  so  granted,  from  thence  extending  North  tmn* 
degrees  West  six  miles,  from  thence  East  five  degrees  sdutli  si\- 
mih'rt,  from   then(;c  South   twenty  degrees  Eust  to  Riitland 
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Nortli  East  corner,  from  thence  West  five  degrees  Kortli  by 
Rutland  to  tlu;  hounds  first  mentioned,  hy  tlie  name  of  Pitts- 
ford,  r.nd  that  ytmr  Petitioners  l»ave  surveyed  said  Townsliip, 
and  liave  made  some  imjirovemcnts  thereon  with  raised  expect- 
ations of  makin;;  pxul  settlements  for  ourselves  and  Familye, 
but  on  reading  your  Honours  former  Proclamation  in  the  year 
A.  1).  17<')4,  layinj^  claim  to  the  land  West  of  Connecticut 
River,  jjreat  scrui>les  arose  in  our  minds  with  rej^ard  to  tho 
validity  of  our  aforesaid  fjraiit,  whereby  the  ])rosecntion  of  our 
settlements  hath  lieen  retarded  in  a  j^reat  meastire,  and  by 
yotirs  Honours  late  Proclamation  we  are  informed,  that  his 
^Majestic  and   Council  have  actually  cstjiblished  Conecticut 
River  as  the  boundary  line  between  the  Governments  of  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire,  by  which  we  are  asiiertained  of  our 
Grants  being  in  the  Government  and  jurisdiction  of  New 
York,  &  being  desiroaus  of  obtaining  a  confirmation  of  our 
Grants  and  of  beconn'ng  inhabitants  in  said  Government  of 
New  York,  and  being  informed  by  Gents,  who  have  been  witJi 
your  Honour  for  .'nstructions,  with  regard  to  such  Grants  there 
can  be  no  grant  given  as  yet,  and  that  our  conduct  which  will 
be  most  airreeJible  to  reconnuend  us  to  the  obtaininj'  such 
grants  will  oe  to  ])\irsue  our  setthimcnts  with  the  utmost 
vigour;  we  pray  that  yoiu*  Honour  will  re(;eive  this  our  hum- 
ble adn  ss,  and  while  w(!  art;  ])ursuiiig  our  settlements,  bear  in 
mind  our  sinsear  endeavours  to  becouie  a  respectable  j)art  of 
your  Honours  govermuent,  and  in  ]iro])er  time  will  give  us 
oppcrtiniity  of  not  only  knowing  our  duty  in  com])lying  with  the 
(Constitution  of  the  government  of  New  York,  but  of  attending 
to  thftse  iiieasurcs  as  shall  be  requisite  in  procuring  a  confirma- 
tion of  fmr  j-and  ;  and  until  wliich  may  be  acc()m])lished  we 
ground  our  Iiojk-s  on  your  Honour  and  Honours  Wise  a<lminis- 
fration  df  his  majesties  Government,  and  the  hmnane  disposi- 
tion  vvlii(  Ii   we  doubt   Jiot  but  yoiw  honours  are  Possest  of 
t4iwards  your  f(,-llow  men.    We  would  furtiier  inform  your 
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honours,  that  the  preatost  part  of  us  Imvc  obtniiicd  tl>e  knowl- 
edge of  those  huuls  by  our  services  in  the  late  war  at  the 
reduction  of  his  Majesties  enemies,  and  as  we  have  been  at 
considerable  expence  already  on  act.  of  our  grant,  and  most  of 
us  are  unable  to  loose  suc^li  cost  without  destresing  ourselves 
and  familys,  we  are  the  rather  encouraged  to  hope  and  as 
in  Duty  Botmd  shall  ever  pray. 

JosHTA  Johnson,  n 

(1  roper 

1  CTKK  Johnson, 

^  V  Cunnnittee. 

bAMUKI,  J^KKWKK,  / 

This  petition  was  unheeded,  though  the  Proprietors  had 
been  encouraged  by  Gov.  Wentworth  to  believe,  that  if  the 
King  should  see  fit  to  change  the  bomidary,  the  title  to  their 
lands  legally  obtiiined  from  the  government  of  New  llamj)- 
shiro  would  be  respected.  But  as  the  value  of  these  laiuls 
became  more  generally  known,  they  were  eagerly  sought,  not 
by  those  who  wished  to  cidtivate  and  improve  them,  but  by 
New  York  speculators.  And  Gov.  Golden  fijiding  this  a  favor- 
able oj)portunity  for  enhancing  his  private  fortime  l»y  the  fees, 
airried  on  a  lucrative  business  in  tlie  grantiiig  of  townships, 
till  his  career  was  suddeidy  arrested  by  flie  notorious  Stunij) 
Act  of  the  British  I'arlianient,  whicli  required  all  instnnneiits 
of  contract,  such  as  bonds,  notes,  deeds,  Sn-.,  to  be  executed 
upon  stamped  i)a})er,  for  which  a  duty  was  to  be  ])iiid  to  the 
Crown;  and  any  contract  not  thus  executed  was  to  be  null 
and  void.  This  act  produced  great  af{;itation  thronghout  the 
countrj',  and  so  excited  the  ])opulace  that,  in  some  instances, 
they  assaulted  the  stamj)  ofHcers  and  comjx'Ucd  tlicm  to  give 
up  the  Btam]>8.  Some;  of  these  odious  stamps  were  destroyed,  and 
others  were  either  re-sln])])ed  to  England  or  carel'ivlly  guarded, 
BO  that  none  found  their  way  into  tlu;  places  of  biisKiess.  As 
all  hmd  patents  wen;  to  be  void  unless  stamped,  ami  as  the 
stamps  could  not  be  o])tained,  their  further  i^sue  was  necessa- 
rily BUHpended. 
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Up  to  this  time  the  patents  of  Vermont  hmds  issued  by 
Colden  covered  over  one  Imndred  and  seventy-t'onr  thousand 
acres,  nearly  all  of  which  hail  been  previously  granted  by  New 
Hampshire. 

On  the  12th  of  Koveinber,  Sir  Henry  ^^foore  arrived  from 
Ktitrlan«]  and  siijierseded  ('olden  in  the  government  of  New 
'^'ork.  At  once  there  cajne  ])ourin<;  in  upon  him  from  the 
Pro])rict()rs  of  the  New  llam]>shire  graJits,  cojiijilaints  against 
the  acts  of  his  ])redeccss<)r  in  granting  their  lands  to  other  ]iar- 
tics;  and  he  was  ])elitioned  to  eontirm  to  them  their  titles. 
AVhile  he  pretended  to  listen  to  these  jx'titions  with  some  degree 
of  resj)ert,  he  gave  no  assurance  of  j>rotecti(*n  against  the  land 
])atentH  issucil  by  Colden,  nor  any  security  against  future 
grants.  ]jut  the  excitement  ran  so  high  that  he  felt  comjielled  to 
make  some  .show  of  conciliation;  and  he  therefore  had  an  order 
jtassed  by  his  conm-il  and  jiublished,  allowing  three  months 
from  the  (Uh  day  of  June  ITdO,  for  all  persons  holding  or 
■claiming  lands  inider  grants  from  the  government  of  New 
I]am|>shire,  to  ai>])ear  by  themselves  or  their  attorneys  and 
produce  the  same,  togther  with  all  deeds,  conv(>yances  or  other 
iiistrumenls,  by  which  they  derive  any  title  or  claim  to  the  said 
lands,  Ix'fore  his  Kxcellcncy  in  council,  and  that  the  claims  of 
such  person  or  persons  who  should  not  aj>j)ear  and  supjiort  the 
wimc  as  aforesaid,  within  the  space  of  three  months,  b(!  rejected.* 

AVhile  this  ])roce(lure  made  some  ])retension  of  favor  tow- 
ards the  New  Ilamj)shire  charters,  the  fi'cs  demanded  by  the 
New  YinU  ollicials  for  a  confirmation  of  the  same,  virtually 
aiiioiiiitcd  to  a  i)rohibiti(jn.  'JMic  fees  to  the  (lovcrnor  of  New 
lluii:p>liirc  for  the  granting  oi'  a  township,  were  almut  oiu; 
h'uidn  ii  dolliirs,  wliile  under  tlie  government  of  New  "^'ork, 
two  lliouMuid,  or  tw<t  thousand  six  hundi'edt  were  deiiiaiiiled 
lor  :i  coiiliriiKition  of  one  of  those  charter^.    This  mirciisonablc 

•  I>...-.  in,  of  N  v.,  Vol.  IV.,  p.-i-,-  .',S7. 

»  \Villiiiiii'<'  Mlilory  111  Vl.,  Vol.  II.,  piii,'!-  !!•. 
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<l(Miiini«l  ooulil  lianlly  l>c  (•(Mn]>lie<l  with,  inasinucb  ns  mot^t  of 
\\w  curly  st'ttU-rs  wrrc  mrii  of  sU'iultT  moans  who  had  ox)hmuU'<1 
wliat  ihi'V  hud,  in  nc(|nirinir  thv  ^v\v  IIaiu])sliire  title  to  tlu'ir 
lands  and  in  niakin^;  iniprovcnKMits  upon  them. 

Tailing  to  olitain  n  lict'  tVom  the  <;oveniment  of  Kew  York, 
tlie  rroprirlor.s  of  f  he  New  Hampshire  ijrants  resolved  to  apply 
for  the  redress  of  th(Mr  grievancres  to  the  f^ood  sense  of  the 
Kin;;.  Aceordin^ly  u  petition  was  prepared  and  siijned  hy 
over  one  thoiisand  settlera  and  grantees,  and  Samuel  Robinson, 
I"!h(j.,  of  Hennington,  was  apj)ointed  their  agent  to  lay  it  lu-fore 
His  Majesty.  ^Ir.  Kohinson  landed  in  England  on  the  30th 
of  .laniniry,  17)'>7.  Deeming  it  advisjdde  to  set  forth  the  griev- 
ances of  the  claimants  in  greater  detail  than  was  stated  in  the 
]>etition  of  which  he  wjus  the  hearer,  ho  drew  up  a  new  petition 
and  Hul»scril)ed  it,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  more  than  one 
thousand  other  grantees,  and  tiiis  delivered  to  ].ord  Shel- 
hurne,  princi])al  Seeret^iry  of  Stntc  for  the  colonies,  the  liOth  of 
^larch,  to  b(!  laid  before  His  Majesty  in  coujicil.* 

The  action  of  \hv.  King  in  council  is  stated  in  a  letter  from 
Lord  Shelliurne,  to  (iov.  ]\Ioore,  dated  A])ril  11,  1707,  in  which 
he  says:  "1  am  to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's  command  that 
you  make  no  new  grants  of  these  lands,  and  that  you  do  not 
molest  any  pcr.MHi  in  tiic  (piict  possession  of  his  grant  who  can 
produce  good  and  valid  deeds  for  such  grant  under  tlie  seal  of 
the  province  of  New  IIam]>shire  until  you  receive  further 
orders  respecting  them,  ^'ou  are  directed  to  take  care  that  the 
inhabitants,  lying  westward  of  tlie  line  re])rcsentcd  by  tiu; 
I'.oard  of  Trade,  as  tiic  boundary  of  the  two  provinces,  l)c  not 
molested  on  account  of  territorial  dilfcreiu-es  or  dis])utcd  juris- 
diction, ftir  whatever  ]>r<»viiice  the  settlers  may  be  tinmd  to 
belong  to,  it  should  make  no  diflereiu-e  in  their  property, 
])rovide(l  that  their  titles  to  their  lands  should  be  fdinid  good 
ill  other  lopccts,  (ir  that   they  have  long  liccu  in  the  unin- 

•  Kiirly  llli-lory  of  VrriiKiiil,  |i:ij;<'  KS. 
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t('rni]>tt'<l  possossion  of  tliiMii.  The  ]>o\vi'r  of  jrriuitiiij;  IiukIb 
was  vcst(Ml  in  the  <rovernors  of  tlie  coh)iiy,  ori^jinall  v,  for  tlie 
]iur])ose  of  !i<'coiniiio(liitiiii;,  not  (hstressing  settlers,  e^jiceially 
tlie  ]ioor  and  in(histrious. 

The  unreasonableness  of  oblij^inj;  u  verv  larjre  tract  of 
conntrv  to  ])ay  a  n  'cnnd  t'nii-  the  iniinenee  sum  of  in 
fees,  accordinic  to  tlu»  alh'irations  of  tliis  |>etition,  for  no  other 
reason  than  its  heini;  found  neeessarv  to  settle  the  line  of  hoiui- 
darv  between  tlie  colonies,  is  so  unjustiliaMe  that  His  i^lajesty 
is  not  oidy  determined  to  have  the  strictest  in<iuirv  made  into 
tho  circumstances  of  the  charge,  hut  expects  the  clearest  and 
fullest  answer  to  every  ])art  of  it.* 

To  this  letter  Gov.  Moore  nuide  an  elah()rate  rejily,  full  of 

(piibhles  and  evasions,  which  ])roduced  no  chanj^e,  however,  in 

His  ^[ajesty's  deternn'nation,  as  ex])ressed  in  J^ord  Shelburno's 

letter;  and  (>n  the  S-ith  of  .luly  following  an  (»rder  of  the  King 

in  council  was  made,  connnanding  the  Governor  of  New  York 

u])on  ])ain  of  His  i^Iajesty's  highest  dis))leasure,  to  make  no 

grant  wliatever  of  any  ])art  of  the  controverted  lands,  mitil 

His  ^Iiijestv's  furtlier  pleasure  should  be  known  concerning  tlie 

same.t    IMiis  order  was  afterwards  strictly  ol)served  liy  (lov. 

Mimrc;  liiit  his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  11,   I  Tdlt,  bi'ought 

^Ir.  Ciildcn  again  to  tlie  head  of  the  IS'ew   Yoi'k  government, 

wlio,  disregarding  tlie  King's  order  in  council,  resumed  the 

work  of  issuing  jiatents  of  tiu;  controverted  lands,  and  ]iro- 

cecdc(i  ihcrein  as  fast  as  part ies  could  be  found  who  were  willing 

to  iidvance  tlie  |)afent  fees.     At  the  close  of  his  admini.-trat ion, 

<)ct.   isth,   1T7<>,  (it  lijwl  contiiinc(l  more  than  a  year,)  his 

])atcni'^  covered  mon,'  than  six  hundrc<l  thousand  acres  o|'  gov- 

erniiii-nt    lands,   and   he   had    reali/.e(l    tVom    the  same  alumt 

i?2.'>,"(Ki  ill  uiDiicv  besides  reserving  to  himself  in  the  name  of 

others,  more  than  twentv  thousand  acres. 

*  O  ..    II,. I.  ,,r  N,  V  ,  Vi.l  IV.,  im-r  r>s'j. 
t  !)..(■.  lli-i.  .N.  v.,  Vol.  IV.,  J),  im. 
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C/oldeii  WHS  succi'CiU'd  in  the  irovi'miiiont  by  John  A[urriiy, 
titled  Karl  Dtiiunore,  u  rapacions  Scottitili  |>i'cr  wlio,  on  liis 
arrival  in  this  (•()nntrv,  was  iiunu'diatoly  invohoil  in  a  (niarrrl 
with  C'oldcn  in  ri'spt'ct  to  the  lees  of  certain  land  patents  which 
the  latter  had  rushed  throuj:;h  his  ollice,  lor  the  purpose  ol" 
jxicketiu!^  the  tees.  Colden  heinj;  the  winner  of  the  •;aine, 
Dunniore  was  lelt  to  Hni])lity  his  own  fortune  in  the  lucrative 
manner  of  his  j)re(lecessor.  And  iis  j>roof  of  his  industry  it 
nu»y  he  stated  that  in  the  short  spaeo  of  ei<;ht  months  he  had 
jjranted  to  speculators  four  hundred  and  lifty  thousand  acres  of 
Vt'rmont  lands  and  received  the  fees  for  the  same,  and  also  Imd 
granted  to  himself  in  the  name  of  otJiers  iifty-one  thousand 
acres  more. 

Anionic  the  patents  issued  hy  Colden  wjis  that  of  Social- 
liorou<;h,  (toverinj;  the  townships  of  Fittsford  and  Kutland, 
Mhich  had  been  granted  ten  years  before  by  Gov.  Wentworth. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  tho  return  of  the  survey  of  this 
])atenl  : 

I'ursuant  to  an  order  in  C<»un(nl  from  his  Excellency,  the  Right 
lloiiorabhi  .lolm  Karl  of  Dunmore,  Caj)tain  General  and 
(iovernor  in  Chief,  in  and  over  tlu;  province  of  New  York, 
and  tiie  'J'en-itories  Depending  iherectn  in  America,  Chan- 
cellor and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  bearing  Date  tho 
thirtccutli  Day  of  this  present  month  of  J^fan-h, 

I  have  laid  out  for  John  Harris  Cruger  and  his  associates, 
All  that  certain  'J'ract  of  land  surveyetl  in  th(!  year  one  thou- 
siiud  seven  luindrcd  and  sixty-seven  by  my  De]inty  William 
( 'ocklmrn,  ^itllut(•  lying  and  being  on  Ixith  sides  of  ( )tter  ('reck, 
in  the  ("oiiiity  of  Albaiiy  wiliiin  province  of  Mew  York, 
whicli  --aid  tract  llcgins  on  the  Kast  side  of  the  said  ()tler 
('reck  in  a  line  of  trees  marked  tlic  same  year  liy  my  Depr.ty, 
A  r(  liil>;ilil  ('ani]il>ell,  fur  the  North  bounds  ol"  a  Towiishij* 
I'.iccted  by  the  (o>vermiuiit  of  New  i Iam]ir<hire,  iiiidir  the 
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iSaiiic  of  Cliirc'iuloii,  iiiul  runs  tVoin  tlit*  said  place  ol'  hejjinning 
aloiii?  tlu'  said  lino  ot"  marked  trees,  South  eighty-six  dejirees 
Kast,  two  hundred  and  miie  chains  ;  Then  North  thirteen 
dei;rees  AVest,  one  thousand  and  iit"ty-t\vt)  chains ;  Then  Wi'st 
iive  liundred  chains  ;  Then  South  tliirtt'eti  dej^rees  Kast  one 
thousand  and  nineteen  chains ;  and  then  South  eij^hty  six 
decrees  ICast,  two  Inuwlred  and  ninety-nine  chains  to  the  jdaco 
where  this  Tract  l)c<;an,  (J'ontainin^  Fortv  eiirht  Thousand  acred 
ot*  land  and  the  usual  allowaiKu;  lor  hi<;hways. 

(liven  under  niy  hand  this  Twenty  second  day  of  ilanrli 
one  Thousand  seven  hiuidred  and  seventy-one. 

Ai.KX  ('Oi.i)KN,  Siu'veyor  Genii. 

])uiunore  having  heen  a]>]iointcd  to  the  governorshij)  of 
Virginia,  was  succeeded  in  the  govonnnent  of  New  York  by 
Sir  William  Tryon,  who  arrived  from  North  Carolina  in  July, 
1771.  He  was  a  j)roud  aristocrat  and  ])roved  to  he  as  unscru- 
pulous as  either  of  his  ])rede<v.'ssors,  hut  continued  to  administer 
lh(!  government  until  A])ril,  1774,  wlieii  in  obedience  to  tho 
mandates  of  th(!  ministry,  he  de])artcd  for  England,  leaving  tho 
government  in  the  teni]>orarv  (tharge  of  Lieut.-Gov.  Colden. 
During  this  period  of  his  administration,  Tryon  had  issued 
])atcnls  for  over  two  hundred  thousand  acres  (tf  land  within  the 
disputed  territory,  a  large  ]>ort ion  of  wliich  had  heen  ]»reviously 
granted  liy  New  I Iam]>shir(!.  He  had  also  provided  for  himself 
n  townshi]>  of  thirty-two  thousand  acres  hy  the  lunnc  of  Nor- 
hury,  .situate<l  in  the  ])resent  county  of  Washington. 

!)ui-ing  TryoiTs  absence,  from  tlie  7th  of  A]>ril,  1774,  to 
the  fn-.-^t  of  .Inly,  177.'),  Cohh-n  prosecuted  the  work  of  issuing 
liiiul  patents  M)  vig()rou>ly,  that  not  Ic^-s  than  some  fourhundred 
tlioii>;iiid  acres  of  Vermont  lands  were  granted  during  tlii^  short 
period,  tlie  fi'cs  \\)r  which  were  not  less  than  ten  thou>an(l 
dojlai-.-.  I  |i  to  this  time,  the  amount  of  these  lands  patented 
I'V    .New    ^        exceeded   tw(j  millions  ot"  acres,  the  mcjst  of 
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Aviiich  luul  Ih'oii  irnuitnl  in  dirc'ct  violation  of  tlio  Kinir's  order 
of  .luly.  17C.7.* 

thus  have  sonu*  ironcral  idea  of  tln>  <;raspinix  seltisluu'ss 
of  till"  New  ^*ork  irovcrnors,  whoso  oidy  ohjoct  soenis  to  havo 
hccn  to  enrich  th<Mnselves,  at  tlie  exjH'nsc  of  the  ju-ople  whom 
thev  were  appointed  to  jrovern.  The  only  wo!ider  is  that  siicli 
men  shouhl  have  Ix'eii  tolerated  so  long  hy  an  intelligent  and 
spirited  ]>eople. 

On  the  arrival  of  Tryon  from  Kniiland,  the  2ii\\\  of  .luno, 
1h>  found  the  country  involved  in  civil  war;  and  though  he 
tarried  lor  a  limile(i  time,  the  jtrejudiees  of  the  ])eople  against 
hini  and  the  government  he  re]>resented  were  so  strong  that  ho 
found  it  necessary  to  take  refuge  on  hoard  a  JJritish  num-of-war 
in  the  harlior  of  New  ^'ork,  and  soon  after  ho  departed  from 
the  country. 

We  have  thus  sket(thed  a  general  outline  of  the  origin  arul 
eharacfer  of  the  res]>i'ctive  claims  of  the  governments  of  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire  to  the  territory  now  constituting  the 
State  of  Vermont.  * 

We  are  next  to  notice  hrietly  the  controversy  between  tho 
llie  settlers  and  the  New  York  clainumts,  in  resjx'ct  to  the  soil 
claimed  \iiider  conllicling  grants  ;  and,  as  we  ])rocee(l,  wi-  sliall 
see  wliiil  the  l'ro)>rietors  and  early  Bottlers  of  I'ittsford  had  to 
<io  with  tliis  unfortunate  contest. 

Aliout  the  year  1770,  soiik;  New  York  patentees  attemj)te(l 
to  get  ]>ossession  of  lands  occu])ied  hy  claimants  under  the  New 
IIam]>^hir(•  cliarters,  and  served  njion  them  writs  of  ejectnuMit, 
rcturiiuMc  to  the  court  at  Alhany.  These  actions  were  to  ho 
tried  in  .Imie,  and  altlidugh  the  scttlci's  had  hut  little  coniidenco 
in  the  New  York  courts,  they  resolved  t(»  appeal-  and  defend 
their  rights.  The  tir.-^t  cascr  for  trial  was  that  of  John  Small 
against  I>aac  ( "ar|>enter,  relating  to  land  in  Shaftshiwy.  'J'ho 
ciiiiMi  ii  tor  tli<'  plaintill'  produced  the  patent  of  \\i>  client. 
•  liiirly  nint.ol  Vl  ,  i«ii},'<-  iw. 
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ol>t«iiu*<l  tVom  tlio  (lovcnior  of  iS'i'w  York,  as  tlie  cvidpiico  of 
hh  claim.  Tlio  coiiiisi-l  lor  the  (U-lriulaiit  ofiercd  in  t'vitleiicc 
tlio  Now  Ilainpsiiirc  charter  dated  Auj^ust  20,  17<;i,  lour  years 
lu'tore  tlie  plaintilfs  patent,  totrethtr  M'ith  antlientic  copirs  of 
(Governor  Wentwortli's  conunis.-ion,  and  the  I\iiii;'s  instrnctioii, 
authori/.iuix  liini  to  f;rant  hind>.*  Hut  the  court  (U-citU'd  that 
Kew  York  had  always  exten<lf(l  eastward  to  the  Connecticut 
river,  and  that  conse(iuently  the  New  Ilani])shire  charter  was 
null  and  void,  and  refused  to  allow  it  to  he  read  to  the  jnrv. 
Ah  the  residt  of  this  rulin;;,  judgment  was  ohtained  for  the 
jdaintili";  and  this  heinjx  a  test  case  foreshadowed  the  verdict  in 
all  the  other  cases.  'J'he  residt  of  this  trial  was  not  unexpected, 
JUS  it  was  well  known  that  the  Lieut,  (iovernor,  the  ))rosecuting 
attorneys,  and  the  ])residin<;  jvi<l<je  were  interested  ])artie8  in 
these  suits,  all  clainiinj;  lands  in  the  di.sj)uted  territory  by  virtue 
of  the  New  York  title. 

But  the  Now  York  patentees  found  it  oiu>  ihinj:;  to  ohtain 
the  decision  of  the  Albany  court  in  their  favor,  and  fpiito 
another  thiii}^  to  enforce  that  decision.  TUv  ISherill's  in  atteni]it- 
h\<^  to  execute  the  writs  in  the  eject nieiit  suits,  mi-t  with 
determined  opposition.  'J'he  settlers  felt  that  they  had  justice 
and  c(niity  on  their  side,  and  more  than  all  that  the  validity  of 
their  title  had  lieen  repeatedly  reco^ni/.ed  liy  the  Kinjj;;  and 
they  deliberately  concluded  to  defend  their  ]>ossi'ssions  at  all 
hazards. 

The  plaintills  in  \\w.  Albany  suits  sent  the  sherifi'  to  dis])OS- 
Hcss  (he  occupants  of  certain  lands  which  had  been  adjudi^ed  to 
them  by  the  court  ;  but  this  ollicer  fomid  the  settlers  assend)led 
in  ariii",  and  thcv  " llircatened,''  as  he  said,  'Mo  Idow  his  bi-ains 
oul  if  111-  ]ii-occc(lcd." 

It  became  evident  that  these  lands  coidd  not  be  made  avail- 
nblr-  to  tlic  pliiintiil's,  without  a  stroui:  force  to  as>i.-t  the  t-heriff 
in  the  i  \( cutiiiii  of  his  writs.     It  was  therefore  risolved  to  call 

•  Karl}  IIUi.  t,f  Vl.,  p.  IIS. 
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to  his  aid  the  iiiilitarv  powor  of  tliu  coimtrv.  A  genorul  svmi- 
moiw  to  tlio  I'iti/.ciis  of  AUmiiy  whs  issued  to  meet  at  the  time 
and  \Ant'v  a]>|H>iiit(Ml,  and  on  the  IStli  of  .Inlv,  1771,  the  slieriff 
wt  <»«it  on  hif*  mission  at  the  head  oi'  ahout  tliree  hundred  men 
of  all  ifrath's  and  professions.  This  eorps  was  somewhat  aug- 
mented hy  aceessions  on  the  way.  But  the  settlers  had  received 
timely  notice  of  tiie  apjiroach  of  the  sherill'  and  liis  poHse^  and 
had  nuulc  the  necessary  j)reitaration  for  effectual  resistance. 
A»  the  New  '^'ork  party  drew  near,  they  discovered  the  for- 
midaiile  oppo.^ition  with  which  they  had  to  contend,  and  heing 
unwilling  to  risk  their  lives  in  so  perilous  an  undertaking,  they 
withdrew  and  left  the  settlers  in  im(lisj)uted  possession  of  the 
field. 

Hitherto  no  effort  had  hocn  made  to  dispossess  the  Projiri- 
ctorn  and  settlers  of  Fittsford  of  the  lands  upon  which  they 
were  then  engaged  in  making  extensive  improvemonts.  And 
notwithstanding  the  nnfim)ral)lo  reception  whidi  had  heen 
given  to  a  furiiier  jK'lifion,  tliey  drew  uj)  tlic  follo\nng  whi(;h 
was  conveyed  to  Alhany  hy  a  s])ecial  messenger:* 

To  his  Kxcellcncy  tlie  Right  Ifonorahle  John  Earl  of  Dun- 
more,  (-Mptni!)  (ieneral  and  Governor  in  Chief  of  T1k3  Prov- 
ince of  XeW  ^'ork,  i^<ni  i^vxa.  ^vv\\ 

In  ('ouncill. 

'J'lie  rclitiou  of  the  siil)scril)ej-s  Inhahitanfs  on  a  Tract  of 
land  coiimio.dy  calleil  Tittsford,  on  Otter  Creek,  about  Twenty 
Six  iiiilcs  Soufli  Easterly  from  Crown  jxiint, 

IIund)ly  Shi  wctli, 

Tliiit  tlu^e  is  a  certain  Tract  of  vacant  hind 
now  within  this  province,  formerly  Deemed  and  rejditcd  to  he 
witliiii  tlic  i.n.viiicc  of  New  Ilampsliirc,  lying  to  the  North- 
wiird  of  the  (iicat  Falls  on  Otter  creek,  <-oiimionly  called  Kut- 
I^'ii'l  fulls,  aii(llM.iiii(lc(|  as  followith  ;  I'.cgiiming  at  a  Maple 

•  SlI)l|l()^,■(|  1(1  liiivc  bct  ii  Hi  iijiiriilii  Cdolcy. 
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Tree  Marked  P.  P.  on  tlio  Nortli  line  of  Rutland,  which  line 
divides  pitstbrd  from  Rutland,  as  was  granted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  New  llamjishirc.  Then(!C  runs  West  live  degrees 
Kortli,  foure  miles  and  ten  Rods  to  a  Beach  Tree,  from  thence 
runs  North  twelve  degrees  West,  six  miles  to  u  Beach  Tree, 
from  thence  runs  East  live  degrees  South  foure  njiles  and  ten 
Rods  to  a  Bencli  Tree,  from  thence  runs  South  twelve  degrees 
East  six  miles  to  the  jilaco  where  it  began,  containing  Fifteen 
Tiiousand  acres,  "Which  Tract  of  land  was  granted  by  tlie 
Governor  and  Counsell  of  the  Province  of  New  llftmi)shire,  in 
consetjuonco  of  which  ,wo  your  Excellencys  petitioners  have 
actually  settJed  and  nuvde  considerable  improvements  thereon ; 
and  are  ^nlling  aiid  desirous  to  complect  tlie  same.  Therefore 
most  humbly  pray  your  Exceelenty  >\'ill  bo  favourably  plesed 
to  grant  ns  the  same  under  the  usual  restrictions  &c,  and  your 
Exceloncys  Petitioners  sliall  over  pray. 

Benjamin  Cooley,  Daniel  .Toiines, 

Isaac  Roode,  Wiu.iam  Marshall, 

James  Meade,  Samull  Ciiiri'ER, 

Samuel  Waters,  Isaac  Buck, 

Felix  Powel,  Jeams  Hopkins, 

Peleo  Sunderling,  Gideon  Warrin, 

Asa  Johnson,  Moses  Umstead, 
Bless  WiLix)uoHnY. 

This  j)etition  was  presented  January  12,  1771,  and  upon 
tlic  ba(;k  of  it  we  find  tlie  following  endorsements : 

"1771,  .laiuiary  17.    Read  hi  Council,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

1771,  February  28.    To  be  postponed  until  final  "orders  are 
re<!cived  touching  these  lands." 

If  any    final  orders"  were  received  previously  to  the  3d 
of  April  following,  tliey  are  not  discovenible ;  but  on  that  day 
Gov.  Dmimore  issued  the  patent  of  Socialborough,  the  sun'ey 
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of  wliicJi  had  pronoiisly  been  ordered,  as  will  appear  from  tlie 
return  of  tho  Stin'eyor-General  whidi  has  already  been  given. 
This  grant,  made  in  violation  of  the  King's  prohibitory  order, 
covered  forty-eight  tlionsand  acres,  and  was  made  to  forty-eight 
grantee*,  cacli  of  whom  was  to  have  one  tliousand  acres;  but 
a  few  dap  after  tlio  patent  was  issued,  tlie  majority  of  them 
conveyed  their  shares  to  a  few  speculators  of  New  York  city 
for  whoso  benefit  tlio  grant  had  really  been  made,  and  who 
were  tlio  prime  movers  in  all  tho  suits  instituted  to  eject  tlie 
Kow  Hampshire  claimants.*  James  Duane,  a  famous  New 
York  attorney,  claimed  fifteen  tliousand  acres  of  tliis  land, 
Goldsbrow  Banyar  and  "William  Walton  each  four  tliousand, 
and  John  Kolloy  chumed  six  thousand. 

Tho  Now  Hampshire  settlers  did  not  seriously  object  to 
being  transferred  to  tlie  jurisdiction  of  New  York,  and  so  long 
as  tlio  officials  of  that  province  confined  themselves  to  tlioir 
legitimate  duties  they  were  duly  respected;  but  when  they 
wont  beyond  tliis  and  attempted  to  take  private  property,  for  no 
otlior  reason  tlian  tliat  the  title  to  it  had  been  obtained  from 
tlio  government  of  Now  Hampshire,  tliey  encountered  such 
treatment  as  is  indicated  in  the  following : 

"  LKTrEK  KKOM  WILLIAM  OOCKUURN  TO  JAMIM  DUANE. 

Albany,  10th  Sept.',  1771. 

Sir— Your  favor  of  the  ICtli  August  and  the  £6—2—9  of 
Mr.  Robert  Yates  I  received  on  my  return  hero  after  being  the 
second  time  stojiped  in  Socialborougli,  by  James  Mead  and 
Asa  JohiiKon  in  bchulf  of  tho  settlers  in  Rutland  and  Pittsford. 
I  havo  run  out  lot«  from  tho  south  bounds  to  within  about  two 
miles  of  the  Great  Fulls.  I  found  it  in  vain  to  pcrfiifit  any 
longer,  m  thoy  were  resolved  at  all  events  to  stop  uh  ;  there 
huvc  boon  many  threats  pronounced  agaiuHt  inc.  Gideon  Coolcy, 
who  lives  by  the  Great  Falls,  headed  the  i)arty  who  was  to 
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shoot  me.  ••••♦»  ^  fellow  of  no  residence  and 
one  *****  of  Tinmouth  were  the  principal,  and 
your  acquaintance  Nathaniel  Allen,  wjis  in  tlie  woods  with 
another  party,  blacked  and  dressed  like  Indians  as  I  was 
inlbnned.  Several  of  my  men  can  prove  Townsend  and  Train 
tlireatcning  my  life,  tliat  I  should  never  return  home,  &c., 
thougli  tliey  denied  every  thing  to  me.  The  inhabitants  denied 
tliat  they  knowed  any  thing  about  tliese  men,  tliough  tlio  people 
of  Dunham  assured  mo  tliat  tliose  men  pretended  to  murder  ns 
if  we  did  not  go  from  tlience,  and  advised  me  by  all  means 
to  desist  from  nnniing  through,  some  said  tliey  were  sony 
for  it  as  it  might  hurt  them  all  settling  ^vith  tlio  Proprie- 
tors ejisily.  Aftor  being  stopped  I  found  I  would  not  be 
allowed  to  go  to  the  northward,  as  tliey  suspected  I  would 
begin  again,  and  tlierefore  intended  to '  convey  us  to  Dan  by, 
and  so  on  to  the  southward,  and  by  all  accouilts,  we  should  not 
have  been  very  kindly  treated.  I  was  advised  by  no  means  to 
go  that  road — my  provision  I  was  obliged  to  bring  out  by 
l^fujor  Slones.  On  my  assuring  them  I  would  survey  no  more 
in  those  parts,  we  were  permitted  to  proceed  along  tlie  Crowni 
Toint  road  with  the  hearty  prayers  of  the  women  as  we  passed 
never  to  rettirn.  "We  came  off  all  safe,  with  tlie  loss  of  one 
horHc  and  two  more  in  bad  condition.  Spencer's  return  I  made 
out  at  Albany  Court  and  sent  to  New  York  I  then  informed 
yon  of  the  manner  and  returned.    You  know  well 

]^Ir.  Golden  will  not  allow  me  to  make  return  before  they  are 
lodged  with  him.  I  have  not  been  able  to  fi.\  Kier's  location 
and  Dunby  peoj)lc  have  been  continually  on  the  watch  all  way 
—  H<ini(!  I  am  told  at  and  near  their  comer  since  I  have  been 
Iktc,  wverul  have  visited  us  asking  questions  and  no  doubt  to 
l>(!  al)l(?  t(j  know  us  should  we  venture  within  their  territories, 
and  at  the  sanie  time  warning  us  of  the  dangers  should  we  be 
found  there.  l^Iiirsh's  survey  is  likewise  undone  as  I  did  not 
cure  to  venture  myself  that  way.    I  shall  be  able  to  inform 
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you  moro  partictilarl}'  at  uicicting  and  nni  sir,  yoiir  most  ob't 
•onr't, 

WlUJAM  CkKJKBURN." 

Tlio  Now  York  pntontw^i— ns  wc  luivo  notiwd  nlrciuly — 
callwl  for  tlio  Hurrciulvr  <if  the  Now  llanipshirt)  charters  of 
rittjtfonl  aiul  lluthiml,  ami  rtsmirod  all  who  held  lands  under 
UioiH)  cliartcrs  to  take  now  titles  from  tlievi,  for  which  large 
fiH»  wcro  donmndo<l,  but  the  demand  not  being  complied  w\X\\, 
Ujcy  pro(HHHlo<l  to  disiKJSO  of  these  lands  to  other  parties,  who, 
in  attempting  to  locate  tliem,  nict  with  no  vcrj'  encouraging 
ducootw,  t\»  will  appear  from  the  following  : 

"  LKTTKn  rilOM  UENJAMIN  81'KNOER  TO  JAKE8  DUANE. 

Durham,  April,  1772. 

SiK : — The  i>ooplo  of  Socialborough  dccliao  buying  of  their 
lands,  saving  four  or  five,  and  say  they  will  defend  tliem  by 
force.  The  peojjlo  that  settled  under  Lydius  title,  and  those 
tluit  have  come  in  this  spring  have  agreed  for  their  lands.  The 
New  LIajn])Bhire  people  strictly  forbid  any  fartlier  sun^ey  being 
made  of  Socialborough,  or  any  settlements  being  made  only 
under  the  New  llampKhire  title ;  which  riotous  spirit  has  pre- 
vented many  inhabitants  settling  this  spring.  You  ma}-  ask 
why  I  do  not  proceed  against  them  in  a  duo  course  of  law,  but 
you  need  not  wonder  when  I  tell  you  that  it  luis  got  to  that  the 
people  go  armed  and  giuirds  set  in  the  roads  to  examine  |X!ople 
what  their  business  is,  and  where  tliey  are  going  and  if  they  do 
not  give  a  particular  account,  tliey  are  beaten  in  a  most  slmme- 
full  manner,  and  it  Iiiih  got  to  tliat  they  say  they  will  not  be 
brouglit  to  justice  by  this  j)rovince,  and  bid  defiance  to  any 
authority  in  the  provin(;e.  AVe  are  tlireatened  at  distunee  of 
being  turned  off  our  lands  or  our  crops  destroyed  I  have  this 
opportunity  of  writing,  by  way  of  Major  Skeeno,  and  have  not 
opi><>rtunity  of  informuig  you  of  the  number  of  lots  and  men's 
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names  that  you  may  draw  tlie  deeds,  but  will  send  them  tlio 
first  opportvmity,  as  it  will  take  some  time  to  view  the  lots  and 
give  a  particular  account.  I  ho]>e  the  sun'ey  of  our  patent 
may  not  be  stopped  on  account  of  tliis  tumult,  as  wc  shall  labor 
Tuulcr  a  great  disadvantage  if  our  lands  are  not  di\ndcd  tliis 
pju-ing.  I  look  upon  it  to  be  dangerous  for  Air.  Cockbum  to 
come  into  the  country  until  these  ]»oople  can  bo  sul)ducd,  ho 
may  come  hero  by  way  of  Major  Skeene  but  he  caimot  do  any 
work  only  what  he  doth  for  us,  if  ho  attempts  any  furtJjer,  I 
am  afraid  of  the  consequences,  but  if  ho  does  not  care  to  come, 
I  desire  that  some  person  may  bo  employed  hereabout  that  we 
may  know  where  our  land  is,  which  1  should  be  glad  you  would 
inform  me  of,  as  soon  as  posssble.  One  Ethan  Allen  hath 
brought  from  Connecticut  twelve  or  fifteen  of  tlie  most  black- 
guard  fellows  ho  can  get,  double  armed  in  order  to  i)rotect  him, 
and  if  some  method  is  not  taken  to  subdue  tlie  towns  of  Ben- 
nington, Shaftsbury,  Arlington,  Manchester  and  those  people 
in  Socialborough,  and  others  scattered  about  the  woods,  tliore 
had  as  good  bo  an  end  of  government. 

I  am  with  all  due  regard. 

Your  humble  servant, , 

Benjamin  Si'ENOKr."* 
The  estimation  in  which  the  New  York  officials  were 
hold  by  the  Now  Hampslurq  settlers,  may  bo  seen  in  the  fol- 
lowing : 

DEPOSITION  OF  OHAKLES  BUTTON. 

Comity  of  Cumberland,  ss.  —  Cliarles  Button  of  a  place 
chilled  Durham  on  tho  bank  of  Otter  Crock  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Groon  Mountjiins,  in  tho  county  of  Charlotte  and  pronnco 
of  N('w  York,  of  full  age  duly  swoni  on  the  holy  Evangelists 
of  Aliniglity  God  deposeth  and  saitli,  that  tho  deponent  witli 
othcrH  to  the  number  of  thirty-five  families,  seated  themselves 
u]n>u  the  wild  tract,  and  hold  a  title  derived  from  tlie  i)rovince  of 

•  id'iijniiiiii  Hpcncer  wna  one  of  tho  onrllcal  (iettlcr»  ol  Claroiiduti,  purcliiwcd  bis 
loud  iiikIit  u  lillu  derived  from  New  York,  wa^  a  Tory  Iti  the  Kevolullon,  and  In 
I  <  i7,  iioii(;lii  protection  under  Burgoyuc  at  Tlconderojja  and  died  there  noon  after 
I>1«  orrUul. 
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New  York,  that  tlio  deponent  has  lived  with  his  family  upon  tlie 
namo  trnflk  siuw  the  8tli  day  of  February,  1768,  has  cleared  and 
iinprovoil  a  large  fami,  built  a  good  dwelling  house  with  other 
outhotiHOH,  and  was  lately  oftered  a  thousand  pounds  current 
money  of  New  York  for  his  improvements.  Tluit  about  eleven 
o'chwk  night  on  Satiirday  the  20th  instant,  as  the  deponent  is 
informed  and  verily  believes,  Remember  Baker,  Ethan  Allen, 
Robert  Cochrane  and  a  number  of  other  persons,  armed  -witli 
guns,  cuflassos,  »fec.,  ctimo  to  the  house  of  Benjamin  Spencer  Esq. 
of  said  Durham  who  holds  his  farm  under  a  title  derived  from 
the  govcnunent  of  Now  York,  and  break  open  the  sjiid  house, 
and  took  the  sjiid  Spencer  and  carried  him  about  two  miles  to 
the  house  of  Thomjis  Green  of  Kelso,  and  there  kept  him  in 
custody  until  [Monday  morning.  The  heads  of  tlie  said  rioters 
then  asked  the  said  Spencer  whether  ho  would  chose  to  bo  tried 
at  tl>o  house  of  Joseph  Smith  in  said  Durham,  or  at  his  tJie 
said  Spencer's  own  door.  To  wliich  Spencer  replied  that  ho 
was  gnilty  of  no  crime,  but  if  ho  must  be  tried  ho  would  choose  * 
to  have  his  trial  at  his  own  door;  the  rioters  thereupon  (tarried 
tlio  said  Spencer  to  his  own  door  and  procoodod  to  his  trial 
before  Seth  Warner  of  Bennington;  the  said  Remember  Baker, 
EtJian  Allen  and  Robert  Cochrane  who  sat  as  Judges.  Tluit 
said  rioters  chargcid  the  said  Spencer  with  being  a  great  friend 
to  the  government  of  New  York  and  had  jutted  as  a  magistrate 
of  the  coimty  of  Charlotte  ;  of  which  respective  diarges  his 
said  Judges  found  him  guilty,  and  passed  sentence  that  he  the 
said  SjKjncer's  ho\ise  should  be  bunied  to  the  groimd,  and  that 
lie  should  declare  that  ho  would  not  for  the  future  act  as  a 
justice  of  the  ]>e«<!e  for  tlie  said  County  of  Cliarlotte.  Spencer 
thereupon  urged  that  his  wife  and  diildrcn  would  be  ruined, 
and  his  store  of  dry  goods  and  all  his  property  wholly  dcsti*ovcd 
if  his  house  wjis  luinied.  AVamcr  then  declared  tluit  Spencer's 
houH(!  should  not  be  wholly  destroyed,  tliut  only  the  roof  should 
be  tjik(!n  ofl'  and  put  on  >igain,  j)rovidc<l  Spcn(rer  would  declare 
that  it  wjiK  put  on  under  the  New  IlampKliirc  title  and  pur- 
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chase,  a  right  under  llie  charter  from  tlio  last  mentioned 
government.  Those  several  conditions  Spencer  was  obliged  to 
comply  witli,  upon  which  the  rioters  dismissed  him.  That  a 
party  of  the  said  rioters  came  to  deponent's  house  on  tlie  night 
of  Saturday  the  20th  instant  as  tlio  deponent  is  informed  and 
broke  open  tlio  doors  and  sacked  the  house  for  the  deponent 
which  tliey  did  not  find,  as  he  was  gone  to  Crown  Point  to 
tftko  Stephen  AVeakly  upon  writs  issued  against  him,  at  tlie  suit 
of  Samuel  Green  and  one  Spnvgue.  That  upon  tJio  deponent's 
return  homo  with  the  said  Weakly  in  custody,  anotlier  party  of 
the  said  rioters  took  the  deponent  obliged  him  to  discharge  the 
said  Weakly,  and  one  Smith  and  others  of  the  said  rioters  tlie 
next  day  declared  tliey  woiUd  pull  down  Green's  house,  and 
give  liim  tlio  Beach-seal  (meaning  they  would  flog  liim  unless 
he  consented  tliereto)  which  he  accordingly  did.  They  tlicn 
obUged  tliis  deponent  to  give  the  said  Weakly  six  shillings  cur- 
rent money  of  New  York,  for  taking  him  the  said  Weakly  into 
custody,  and  declaring  for  tlio  debts  duo  from  him,  tlio  said 
Weakly  to  the  said  Green  and  Sprague  as  aforesaid,  and  after- 
wards made  this  deponent  promise,  tliat  he  would  never  servo 
lis  an  officer  of  justice  or  constable  to  execute  any  precept  under 
the  province  of  New  York,  and  then  gave  him  a  certificate  in 
the  words  and  figures  following  to  wit : 

"  PiTTSFORi),  Nov.  24th,  1773. 
These  arc  to  satisfy  all  tlio  Green  Mountain  Boys  tliat 
ClmrlcK  Button  has  had  his  trial  at  Stephen  Slead's,  and  this  is 
his  discharge  from  us. 

Peleo  Sundeklino, 
Benjamin  Coolev." 

Whi<rh  certificate  they  declared  would  be  a  sufficient  permit 
or  piiHH  iiniong  tlic  New  llampsliire  claimants  or  Green  Mouu- 
Uiin  Boys  and  furtlier  t^  deponent  saitli  not. 

Charles  Button." 
Sworn  before  me  tliis  30th  day  of  Nov.,  1773. 

Nath'l  Stone." 
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One  Jnooh  l^Inrsli,  n  rosidpnt  of  Smualhorougli,  who  hold 
the  commission  of  J»i8ti<'o  of  the  Pence  under  tlie  governiiient 
of  New  York,  nnd  lind  rendere<l  liimself  particularly  obnoxious 
to  the  New  Hampshire  i  settlers  on  nccomit  of  his  nfcency  in 
sotue  ejectuuMit  suits,  on  returning  from  Albany  to  his  resi- 
lience was  arrested  at  Arlington  by  order  of  Seth  "Warner  nnd 
liememlH'r  Bnker,  nnd  brought  before  a  trib\ninl,  consisting  of 
Samuel  Tubbs,  Nathaniel  Spencer  nnd  Thilip  I'erry.  The 
prisoner  was  charged  with  having  juirehnsed  lands  under  a  title 
derived  from  the  government  of  New  York,  and  discouraging 
settlers  from  settling  in  the  province  under  titles  derived  from 
New  IIami>shire,  and  further  of  having  accepted  a  conuuission 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  county  of  Charlotte,  and  having 
qualified  and  acted  an  a  justice  of  tlio  peace  in  pursuance 
thereof. 

The  wise  hnving  been  heard,  the  court  returned  a  verdict 
to  the  following  elfect :  *'  That  the  prisoner  was  not  to  encour- 
age any  settlements  by  ])erson8  settling  under  titles  derived 
from  the  govenunent  of  New  York,  but  to  discourngo  such 
settlements,  not  to  discournge  nny  ])er8on8  settling  under  titles 
derived  from  grants  nuide  by  the  government  of  New  llnmj)- 
shire,  and  not  to  n(;t  Jis  a  ju8ti(;e  of  the  pence,  by  virtue  of  a 
cf)nnniHsion  under  the  government  of  New  York,  u])on  ]>nin  of 
having  his  house  burned  and  reduced  to  ashes,  nnd  his  pereon 
punished  at  their  pleasure." 

The  jirisoner  wns  then  discharged  and  furnished  with  the 
following  certilicate : 
Aui.iNOToN,  Nov.  25,  1773. 

This  may  certify  that  Jacol»  l^Inrsli  hiitli  lt(>cn  examined  and 
had  on  fair  trial,  s(»  tliat  our  mol)  shall  not  meddle  further  with 
him  as  loni;  as  he  behaves, 

Sami  ki.  Tuiiits, 
Teste,  Natuamki,  Scknckk, 

Skfii  Waunkk.  1*1111.11'  1*i;kkv.* 

•1)<«-.  lUnt.  N.  v.,  Vdl.  IV.,  i>.H(Ul. 
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This  same  Jacob  Marsli  in  a  deposition  dated  December, 
1773,  stated  tliat  "when  lie  arrived  at  his  ovm  house  he  fotmd 
that  the  same  mob  or  company  ha<l  been  to  his  house  in  his 
absence  and  taken  off  the  roof  of  the  house  and  that  he  the 
<lcj)onent  was  informed  and  verily  1)elieves  that  oidy  tlie  inter- 
l>osition  of  some  of  his  friends  prevented  them  from  burning 
tlio  roof  of  the  house  after  it  was  taken  off;  that  they  destmyod 
several  bushels  of  corn,  split  ii  number  of  boards  and  did  him 
*  some  other  danuijjes.  That  he  the  deponent  has  l>een  informed, 
that  John  Smitli  and  Pelep  Sunderland  (botii  of  Socialborougli) 
were  the  caj^tains  or  leaders  of  the  mob  who  had  been  at  his 
liouso,  and  Benjamin  Oooley  and  one  Sylvanus  Brown  their 
lieutenants  or  next  in  command  and  mischief  and  that  the 
company  there  wnth  them  amounted  to  forty  or  fifty  armed 
men.  And  the  deponent  further  saith^  that  he  verily  believes 
tliat  if  lie  should  act  in  his  office  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
county  of  Charlotte  his  effects  and  property  would  bo  destroyed 
and  that  his  life  would  be  in  danger."* 

It  would  a])i)ear  that  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  in  their 
dealings  with  the  Yorkei's — as  they  were  cjilled — were  governed 
})y  a  code  of  laws  enacted  by  their  o\Yi\  conventions,  were  c^ire- 
lul  to  liave  all  these  faithfully  executed,  and  were  ready  to  mete 
out  to  any  offending  Yorker  such  jmnishment  as  they  c^)nsid- 
ercd  due  to  the  quality  of  his  crime.  One  of  these  i)enaltie8 
occasionally,  though  not  oftxjn,  inflicted  was  the  a])i)lic4ition  of 
th(!  /jrar/i  uml,^  so  termed  in  allusion  to  tlie  great  seal  of  New 
IIam])s]iire,  affixed  to  the  grants  made  by  the  governor  of  that 
province,  of  wliicli  the  beach  rod  well  laid  on  tlie  naked  backs 
of  the  Yorkers  and  tlieir  adiierents,  was  humorously  consicU-red 
a  confinimtion.J 

'J'bcre  is  one  well  authenticated  instance  of  tlie  infliction  of 

•  Doc.  ni-l.  of  X.  Y.,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  804. 

f  All<  ii  ili  lliii  ft  UjIh  to  hi-  "  till!  cli.'i.Htl.sfiiu-iit  or  till!  N<'W  York  claliiitint«  with 
llii-  iwl:;^  i.|  ilii-  M  ild.  riicnn,  lliu  growth  ol  tUu  luiid  lUty  covclcd." 
IMa.l.r,  .Sliito  riijiei;.,  Hit. 
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this  mode  of  iMUiifllunont  wntliin  the  liniita  of  Pittsford.  It 
ai>|K?nr»  tlmt  n  New  York  niirveyor  with  several  assistants  was 
Bent  into  the  north  part  of  So<rialhorou<;h  to  run  out  and  hK'4ito 
»on«e  land  in  that  scx'tion  of  the  townsliip.  Int^jUigenco  of  their 
apjHwranee  and  object  n»]>idly  sj)re-ad  and  in  a  few  liours  CoL 
Cooley  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  the  Green  Mount^iin  Boys 
wiuH  in  rapid  pursuit.  Tliey  were  overtaken  and  arrested  in 
tlie  swantp  a  little  north  of  the  present  residence  of  Ira  Ilitch- 
(w.k,  on  land  then  owned  by  St^jphen  Jenner,  and  taken  before 
three  men  who  acited  m  judges  and  after  gohig  through  the 
forms  of  a  trial  tlie  verdict  wjis  to  the  eft'ect  " tliat  tJie  head 
Hun'oyor  should  have  the  application  of  tJio  beach  seal  and  that 
his  asHintjints  should  be  discharged  on  condition  that  they  pledge 
themselves  to  offend  no  more."  The  surveyor  wjis  jiccordingly 
tiwl  to  a  trw,  and  the  beach  withe  applied  to  his  naked  back, 
or — as  the  Colonel  was  accustomed  to  phrase  it — was  given  a 
"sound  dnil)biiig."  The  culprit  wjjs  then  warned  tlmt  if  ho 
rciKMifod  the  oli'ence  the  punishment  would  bo  death.* 

The  hist  instance  of  the  infliction  of  this  punishment — so 
far  as  we  can  learn — wjis  on  the  person  of  Benjamin  Hough  a 
uoU:i\  N(!W  York  j)artisan  who  resided  in  the  south  part  of 
So(Mall»orough.  Hough  accepted  a  commission  of  justice  under 
the  N(!W  York  govermnent,  and  took  a  very  active  part  in  insti- 
tiiting  HJiits  of  ejectment  against  the  New  Hampshire  claimants, 
lie  was  formally  served  with  a  copy  of  tlio  resolution  of  the 
Manchester  convention  by  which  it  was  declared  that  "whoever 
should  in  th(!  tlien  unsettled  state  of  affairs  j)resumo  to  take  a 
commisHioii  of  justice  of  the  ])eace  from  the  New  York  goveVn- 
niciit  should  be  (h'ciiicd  an  enemy  to  their  county  and  the 
coimnon  cause."  To  tills  he  ])ai(l  no  attention  l)ut  (continued 
his  obnoxious  career  till  he  was  sie/.ed  by  a  body  of  his  noigh- 

'  W'r  lmv<!  Hi'iir<'li<-(l  nil  the  rrcorilB  of  llirit  fii'rlod,  to  wlilcli  wti  liiivc  Imd  nrco«», 
l<>  lliiil  Kiiiiii-  iK'ciiiiiit  of  lliin  triiiixnclidli,  lilll  w  llliiiiil  hiirccKH.  It  in  licrc  puli- 
ll"ln  (l,  nil  till'  iiiilliorily  of  tlioKc  who  liiivc  fr<-<|iiriitlv  liriird  (-'ol.  ('oolcy  jrlvc  an 
mcoiiiit  uf  ll,  mid  no  one  u('(|uiilii(fd  with  liiin  would  duuht  IiIh  vcniclty. 
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bore  among  wliom  wcro  Ebenezer  Lyinnn,  Benjamin  Cooley 
and  Stephen  Mead,  and  conveyed  to  Simderland  and  tliero 
tried  for  Ids  ofi'enccs  by  a  court  consisting  of  Ethan  Allen, 
Seth  Wjirner,  Robert  Cochran,  I'eleg  Sunderland,  James  Meml, 
Gideon  Warren  and  Stephen  Sawyer.  He  was  found  guilty 
and  sentenced  "to  be  tied  to  a  tree,  and  receive  two  lunidred 
lashes  on  the  nuked  back,  and  as  soon  Jis  he  shoidd  be  able, 
bhoidd  depart  from  the  New  llanipshinc  grants,  and  not  return 
again,  till  liis  majesty's  plejisure  should  be  known  in  tJio  prenu- 
ses,  on  pain  of  receiving  iive  hundred  lashes." 

This  sentence  wiifi  immediately  ]>nt  into  execution  and  then, 
as  a  protection  against  further  punishment,  he  wjis  furnished 
with  the  following  certificate  : 

SuNDKRLANO,  Jaiuiary  30,  1775.  This  may  certify  to  tho 
inhabiUmts  of  the  New  Hampshire  grants  that  lienjamin 
Hough  hath  this  day  received  the  full  pum'shment  for  hiB 
crimes  committed  heretofore  against  this  country  and  our 
in)iabitant«  arc  ordertnl  to  give  him  tlie  miid  Hough  free  and 
unmolested  ])assport  towards  tho  city  of  New  York,  or  to  tho 
westward  of  our  grants,  he  beliaving  jus  bccometh. 

Given  under  our  hands  the  day  and  date  aforesaid. 

Ethan  Ai.i.kn, 
Scth  Waknkk." 
Hough  (lej>arted  the  next  day  for  New  York,  where  ho 
made  an  aftidavit  before  Chief-Justice  Horsnuuiden,  giving  a 
minute  accomit  "of  tlic  cruel  and  al)usive  manner  in  which  he 
had  Ix'cn  treated  ;  and  he  petitioned  tlie  council  for  protection 
against  the  rioters.* 

AVhile  this  affair  was  under  consideration  intelligence  was 
received  of  an  alarming  insjirrection  against  the  government  of 
New  York,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Green-Mountains  in  the 
county      (.'uiiibcrland,  which  resulted  in  the  breaking  up  of 

•tk-c  Dor.  nut.  N.  Y.,  Vol.  IV.,  p.  8l»7. 


92 


mSTOKV  OF  PirreFOKD. 


tlio  session  of  tlio  county  court  and  the  nrrest  nnd  iniprisou- 
luent  of  tlie  plierift'  and  jiulgcs. 

Tlio  Uritisli  niinislrv  Imd  for  some  time  been  mntnring  a 
]dan  for  obtniuiu^  a  rcvcnui'  from  tlie  Aniorican  coloiiiosi.  In 
jMirnuanco  of  that  plan  numerous  acts  of  }>arlianuMit  woi*o 
paK!»»Ml,  8o  opprcKsivo  in  tlic'ir  natiu'e  as  to  alienate  tlic  aflcctions. 
of  the  colonists  from  .  the  <xovcnnnent  of  Great  15rit4iin.  In 
Septcmhcr,  1774,  a  congress  of  delegates  from  twelve  of  the 
colonies  iuvsi«in])h!<l  at  Philadel])hia,  and  among  other  acts 
"  reH(»lve(l  to  suspend  all  commercial  intercom"sc  with  the 
inotJicr  coinitrv,  until  the  obnoxious  acts  of  parliament  should 
Ik?  repealed."  This  resolution,  with  other  measures  of  resist- 
nnco,  was  emlKxlied  in  the  form  of  an  agreement,  and  Bub- 
WTilxMl  by  all  the  members  present,  nnd  recommended  for 
adoption  by  all  the  colom'cs. 

One  of  the  articles  of  agreement  was  that  they  "would 
have  no  trade,  commerce,  dealings  or  intercourse  whatever  with 
any  colony  or  ])n)vince,  in  North  AmericJi,  who  shoidd  not 
«cccd(!  to,  or  should  violate  the  association,  but  would  hold 
them  unworthy  the  rights  of  freemen  and  as  inimiwd  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country." 

These  measures,  recommended  by  Congress,  were  ai)proved 
and  adoptx'(l  by  all  the  colonies  excc])t  New  York.  The  major- 
ity of  the  jx'ople  of  Cunil)crland  county,  ajiproving  of  tho 
n<;tion  of  Congress,  very  naturally  felt  that  they  would  bo 
justified  in  renouncing  allcgiiince  to  a  government  which  they 
had  long  (lislikcd,  and  wliich  had  now  violated  the  decrees  of 
Congress,  nnd  liad,  tlicreby,  according  to  the  language;  of  that 
('ongress,  liecome  "uiiworfhy  flic  rights  of  freemen." 

In  the  iiicMiitiiiie  tlie  excitenient,  growing  out  of  the  aH)i- 
trary  demands  of  tlu;  Ih  itish  ministry,  intensified  by  the  menac- 
ing atfit\i<lc  of  the  King's  troops  in  i'oston,  became  so  furious 
as  to  disarrjiii're  flic  miicliincrv  ol  all  the  colonial  <'ovcriimenls. 
The  courts  of  justice   which   had   been   held   under  the  royal 
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autljority,  were  eitJier  susixjiided  or  brokcu  up,  and  a  general 
stagniitiou  pervaded  all  deiMU'tnients  of  human  industiy.  A 
tvnn  of  coiu't  for  Cumberland  county  was  appointed  to  be  held 
at  Westminster,  on  tlio  14th  of  Marcli,  and  as  it  was  known 
that  the  members  of  tlie  <'ourt  were  udvocntes  of  the  King's 
measures,  and  opi>osed  to  the  Kesolves  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, tlie  people  felt  it  tlieir  duty  to  resist  their  authority  and 
])revent  tJie  hohhng  of  sueh  an  obnoxious  eoiirt,  and  hence 
the  outbreak  to  which  alluwon  hii»  been  made.* 

Information  of  this  "Wt^stniinster  tragedy  wn«  comnuniicatcd. 
to  the  Kew  York  Assend)ly,  by  l^ieut.-Gov.  Colden,  together 
"with  the  j)aj>er8  relating  to  tJie  Hough  aifair,  and  that  body  was 
urged  to  t4ike  cU'ectual  measures  for  ])rotecting  His  Majesty's 
suffering  and  obedient  subjects,  and  for  vindicating  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  government.  After  an  animated  debate  tho 
A Bftcmbly  resolved  "thattliis  house  will  make  provisions  for 
granting  to  his  majesty  tlie  sum  of  one  thousand  ])0unds  to  bo 
apjtlied  in  enabling  and  ju^sisting  the  inhabitants  of  tho  county 
of  Cumberland  to  reinstate  and  maintain  the  due  administra- 
tion of  justice  and  for  tho  Bui)prcssion  of  riots  in  said  county." 

'I'liis  resolution  was  followed  by  another  oil'ering  a  reward, 
in  ad<h'tion  to  one  that  had  already  been  offered,  for  a])prehend- 
ing  and  confining  in  any  jail  in  tlie  colony  certain  ])n)minent 
"rioters."  Here  terminated  the  efforts  of  tlie  colonial  govern- 
ment of  New  York  to  exercise  jurisdi(^tion  over  the  ])eople  of 
thir  New  IIamj»shire  Grants,  as  the  (tonimencement  of  the  rev- 
•  •Itilioiiury  struggle,  on  the  19th  of  April  foI]<iwing,  rendered 
all  further  cflbrts  useless. 

.Mliisjon  lias  l)een  made  to  certain  conventions  wliich  were 
lit  ld  at  dilferent  times  during  the  ju-rlod  we  liavc  been  contem- 
pluting.  'I'liese  had  their  origin  in  a  common  neces.^ily.  The 
iiihiibilaiil.s  of  the  several  townshi]ts  chartered  ly  New  llaiiip- 

'  i»t  u  full  '.urt  ouiil  «f  thlh  liMiituicliuu  bcc  "  llinlor>  of  KiiAlcrii  Vcrmoiil." 
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sliiro,  n.s  booh  jw?  tliey  became  sufficiently  nnincrous,  orgnnizcd 
themw.'lvf8  into  nnnncipjil  communities  and  adopted  Rich  niles 
and  n'l^ulntionH  as  were  essential  for  their  lo<'al  government ; 
and  ns  their  land  titles  began  to  be  called  in  qiicstion,  town 
cotnniittcHV  were  (thosen,  whose  duty  it  was  to  utt«;nd  to  umttera 
of  pjiblic  interest,  and  especially  to  the  dcience  of  their  prop 
crfy  uguinHt  the  Is'ew  York  claimants. 

The  committees  of  the  several  to^^^lB  occasionally  met  in 
gcjierul  convention  to  consult  upon  matters  of  common  interest 
.and  to  adopt  some  general  and  uniform  mcjisures  for  their  pro- 
twtion.  As  few  rtn-ords  of  these  conventions  have  been 
jircHorved  we  know  little  of  their  ])r<Kvedings ;  it  is  certain, 
liowever,  that  their  decrees  were  regartled  and  ol>eyed  as  laws. 
At  first  the  execution  of  iluw  laws  a]>pears  to  have  been  left 
to  individmils  or  kM^d  commmiities,  but  as  the  ]U)wei"s  with 
which  they  had  to  contend  iK-anne  nu)re  formidable,  a  military 
organization — wider  in  si'0]>e — was  resorted  to.  This  (lonsisted 
of  several  comj)anicsof  infantry  projjcrl}'  e(juii»ped  and  oflicercd, 
which  was  held  in  readiness  to  re]>el  invasion  or  to  assist  in 
executing  the  laws  of  tlie  (conventions.  The  nuMubei'S  of  this 
militjiry  corjm  assumed  the  name  of  Green  Mountain  ]}oys,  in 
derision  or  defiance  of  a  threat  said  to  have  been  made  by  Gov. 
Tryon,  that  he  would  drive  the  rebellious  settlers  into  the 
Green  l^Iountains.  This  name  soon  becanio  an  honorable  a]>pel- 
lation,  and  is  associated  with  some  of  the  most  brilliant  military 
achi(?vein('iitH  in  tlie  early  history  of  thv  cojuitry. 

Whatev(!r  expense  wjis  incurred  in  executing  the  decrees  of 
th(!  conventions  appears  to  have  been  a])i)orlionc(l  among  the 
fowiiH  represented  therein.  Tims  in  a  convention  lield  at  Mnn- 
clicstcr  on  f he 'J I st  of  ( )ct<)her,  1772,  .lehiel  Ilawlcy  and.Iunics 
l>rcckciiri(lg(!  were  a])poiiited  agents  t<t  repair  to  London  and 
"solicit  tlicir  ])cf ition "  to  Ilis  ^[ajesty  for  a  confirmation  of  their 
cluiiiis  nnder  the  grants  from  New  Hampshire.*  That  tho 
•  lidc.  lllHi.  N.  v.,  Vol.  IV.,  i>.  K<»2. 
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expcjise  of  tliis  mission  was  apportioned  among  tlie  towns  rep- 
resented will  appear  from  the  following  extract  from  tlie  jour- 
nal of  the  General  Assembly  of  Yerinont,  in  October,  1786 : 

"A  petition  signed  by  Gersliom  Beach,  setting  forth  that 
he  gave  his  note  in  November,  1772,  for  £75  New  York  money, 
being  the  quota  of  money  for  tlie  towns  of  llutland,  Tittsford 
and  Clarendon,  to  defray  the  exi)en8c  of  Messrs.  llawley  and 
Breckenridge  to  England  to  obtain  a  coniinnation  of  the  New 
ILuniishiro  grants,  and  that  the  town  of  llutland  have  not  paid 
tljcir  (piotn  of  said  money,  and  tliat  ho  is  eddied  upon  to  pay 
said  note  ;  and  j)raying  that  he  may  be  authorized  by  law  to 
collect  said  money  to  pay  the  aforesaid  debt;  wjvs  read  and 

referred  to  a  committee  of  three  to  t^ike  the  same  under  con- 
« 

fiideration,  state  facts  and  make  a  report.  Members  chosen  Mr. 
J.  Smith,  Mr.  Cosseen  and  Mr.  Allen." 

The  early  settlers  of  Pittsford,  having  a  common  interest 
in  establishing  and  maintaing  their  title  to  the  soil,  acted  with 
a  good  degree  of  unanimity,  in  all  their  etlbrts  to  resist  the 
establishment  of  any  claim  under  the  New  York  i)atent  of 
Socialborough.  But  there  were  a  few  non-resident  Proprietors 
under  the  New  llam]>shirc  grant,  who  were  (piite  willing  to 
reliiKpiish  their  claim,  on  condition  tliatthey  could  liave  secured 
to  tbem  a  tract  of  land  of  equal  value  in  some  other  })art  of 
the  rf)yal  domain,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  ])etition : 

To  the  Honourable  Cadwallader  Golden  Esquier  his  Majesty's 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  York,  and  the  Territories  de])ending  thereon 
in  America. 

Tlie  humble  Petition  of  Samuel  Ashley  of  AVinclicster  in  the 
Province  of  New  llani])shire.  Esquire,  and  his  Associates, 
Shewetb, 

That  your  I'etitioners  formerly  obtained  from  the  (^ov- 
erniiiciit  of  New  llani])shire  a  Grant  of  a  Township  cjilled 
Slirewhbiny,  and  \mvt  of  the  Townsliij)  of  Pittsford,  to  the 
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"Westward  of  ('omuH-tient  Kivor,  nnd  that  n  controvorsy  arising 
U'twifii  that  Provinci'  and  Now  York  rt>s[»wti:i«j  thoir  lioun- 
darv,  it  was  linally  (U'tcrminiMl  in  Favour  of  tho  hitter  hy  a 
Koval  I)wn«o  of  his  ^lajrsty  in  Privy  Count-il  (hitcd  the  Twon- 
tii'lh  I)ay  of  July,  oni'  Thuusjind  nevon  Hundred  and  sixty-four. 

Tliat  ahho'  yoju"  Petitioners  afterwards  ajiidicd  to  Sirllenry 
l^foore,  Haronct,  fonnerly  Governor  of  this  Province  in  Couneil 
for  a  e(nilirniation  of  the  said  Townslup  of  Shrewsbury,  and 
l>nrt  of  the  'I'ownsliip  of  Pittsford,  and  altho'  they  at  tirst 
ohfaiiie<l  a  Resolution  in  their  Favour,  yet  those  lands  were 
afterwards  {^ranted  to  others. 

Tliat  your  I'etitioners  in  the  Month  of  April,  One  Thou- 
wnid  seven  Hundred  and  Sevcnt;\'-t.wo,  api>licd  to  his  Exeel- 
leney,  (uivernrtr  Tryon  for  Lands  in  compensation  for  their 
Kew  llainpshire  Claims,  situate  about  tiftxjcn  nn'les  to  the  Fast- 
ward  of  Lake  ( 'Iiami)lain  in  the  County  of  Charlotto ;  and  his 
Jfajesfy's  Council  conceiving  it  highly  equit^ddc  that  a  reason- 
able Uecoin])eiis(?  should  be  made  to  your  Pctitionore  for  their 
Losses,  were  i)leased  to  advise  that  a  Grant  should  bo  jnissed 
imder  the  (ircat  Seal  of  this  Province  to  your  Petitioners 
agr(i(?abl(!  to  the  Prayer  of  their* Petition. 

That  your  Petitioners  have  since  at  a  verj'  great  Exjkmuio 
procured  a  Survey  and  lleturn  to  be  made  of  the  said  Coni- 
jH'iisatory  IjukIs,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Sijrveyor 
(Jeneral. 

'J'hat  such  a(lvic(!  was  given  by  his  Majesty's  said  Council" 
in  Favour  of  your  Petitioners  since  the  hist  Instructions  to  his 
]'-\ccllcM(  V  (Jovcrnor  'JYvon  on  the  subject  of  the  Lands  for- 
merly cliiiiiicd  bv  New  1  lam])sliir(!  was  comnumicatcd  to  his 
siiid  iv\ccllcnc\ ,  and  tliat  since  that  Period  other  (Jnnits  have 
pn-~sc(i  the  seal  in  liis  said  Fxccllcncy's  Adiiiinistral ion  for 
Lands  lying  within  tlu;  District  formerly  claimed*  by  Kew 
ILimpsliirc. 

'I'iiiit  tlio'  tlic  Liiiids  so  advised   to   be  granted  to  and  sur- 
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voyed  and  returned  for  your  Petitioners  do  lay  within  the  said 
District,  yet  no  piut  tliereof  was  ever  Patented  either  under 
Jsew  Hampshire  or  tlie  French  Government  of  Canada,  but 
always  remained  as  it  now  does,  vacant  and  vested  in  tho 
Crown. 

Tliat  yonr  Petitioners  humbly  conceive  it  would  be  n  very 
preat  Hardship,  if  in  addition  to  the  Misfortunes  they  Imvo 
already  sustiuned  in  loosin<^  the  Jjuids  Patented  to  them  by 
New  Ham])shire,  they  should  now  be  doubly  distressed  by  being 
disappointed  in  a  Coni))ensation,  whit^h  his  ])resent  Excellency 
Governor  Tryon,  ami  his  Majesty's  Council  thought  so  equitn- 
ble,  and  this  the  more  especially  as  in  a  Depcndance  on  the 
Stjd)ilify  and  good  faith  of  the  Acts  of  this  Govenimont  in 
their  Favour,  your  Petitioners  have  actually  exj)ended  and  dis- 
bursed large  Sums  of  !Money  in  Discovering,  Surveying  and 
laying  out  the  said  Lands  in  a  very  remote  Part  of  the  Province. 

That  your  Petitioners  humbly  hope  that  their  Hard  Case 
will  be  conceived  to  be  within  the  equity  of  his  Majesty's 
Instructions  for  granting  siich  ]..and8  Jis  are  already  advised  to 
be  granted  to  and  actually  surveyed  lor  his  Majesty's  subjects 
on  the  Terms  liitherto  usual. 

Tliat  8ince  Granting  the  said  last  mentioned  Petition  scveriJ 
of  your  Petitioners  Jissociates  therein  mimed  are  cither  dead 
or  removed  out  of  this  Province  (to  wit)  Simon  Stevens,  John 

vine  and  Sanniel  Stevens. 

^^)ur  Petitioners  do  therefore  most  Inimblj'  pray  tliat  your 
Jlonour  will  be  ])leased  to  order  Letters  Patent  to  bo 
])asKed  the  Great  Seal  for  Granting  to  your  Petitioners 
the  Lands  so  advised  to  be  granted  to  and  surveyed  for 
lliciii,  and  laid  down  on  the  Mn\)  annexed  to  Colonel 
•losinh  M'illanl,  and  John  "Wigrains  I'etition,  imder  tho 
(Ji'it  Kcnts  and  conditions  liitlicrto  usual ;  That  tho 
Kime  may  be  crccti'd  into  a  'J'ownsliij)  by  the  name  of 
with  the  usual  Privileges,  and  that  instead 
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of  tlie  nnmos  of  tlie  before  mentioned  Persons  mIio  nro 
so  (load  or  removed  the  following  may  be  inserted  in 
such  I^etters  Patent,  (to  \\-it.)  Samuel  Roberts,  AVilliain 
Crossley,  *fe  John  Ryan. 
And  your  Petitioners  shall  pray  &cc. 

Samuel  Ashlky 
For  himself  and  his 
Associates. 

Upon  tho  back  of  this  petition  was  tlie  following  endorse- 
ment : 

"1772,  May  2d,  referred  to  a  committee. 

1774,  May  Gth,  read  in  committee,  and  referred  to  liis 
majesty's  power  to  comisel,  being  restrained  by  tlie  King's 
instructions." 

Shrewsbury  was  first  granted  by  tbo  Governor  of  New 
Ilampshiro  to  Samuel  Ashley  and  his  jissociates.  Tho  most 
of  tho  same  territory  was  afterwards  covered  by  tlio  New 
York  patents  of  Ncwry  and  Durham.  Mr.  Ashley's  nmno  is 
not  found  among  tho  original  grantees  of  Pitt*ford,.80  tluit 
whatever  interest  he  had  in  tliis  townshi]),  muHt  have  been 
obtained  by  subsequent  purchiiso.  It  is  quite  likely,  however, 
that  some  of  Ashley's  Jissociates  were  among  the  original 
grantees  of  Pittsford,  but  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  how 
many,  iior  who  among  them  became  Proprietors  by  purchase. 


PEVOLimoNARY  WAH. 


99 


CIIAPTER  IV. 

REVOLUTIONARY  WAR. 

Captnre  of  Ticoiulerogd  and  Crown  J*oint  ;  Krpcd'itwn  to 
Canada;  Convention  of  the  lYno  //(n/ijia/iirc.  (h'ant»; 
Jiattlc  of  JIuhhardton  ;  J*ittnford.  Covij>any  Organized ; 
Fort  Mott ;  Pittuford  mm  tal'cn  jn'iwners. 

Tho  Disturbances  growing  out  of  tlio  conflicting  claims  to 
the  New  Hampshire  Grantii,  in  wliich  the  inhabitants  of  Pitts- 
for<l  had  l)een  compelled  to  take  jmrt,  subsided  somewhat  for 
the  time  being,  in  consequence  of  ])ublic  attention  being  dircct^jd 
to  the  more  exciting  subject  of  a  war  with  England.  However 
much  of  i)erHonal  interest  tho  early  settlers  of  these  grants  luul 
in  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  long  enduring  land-title  con- 
troversy, they  were  willing  to  ])08ti)ono  further  proceedings  in 
relation  to  it,  in  order  that  they  might  tho  better  co-0])crato 
with  their  countrymen,  in  resisting  the  unjust  claims  of  tho 
Hritisli  government.  And  when,  on  the  l!)th  of  April,  177r>, 
tin-  imjicnding  war  Wiis  opened  by  the  conflictt  at  Ixj.xington, 
wlicn  the  last  flickering  ho])e  of  a  i>eaceful  solution  of  the  difli- 
culties  with  England  was  extinguished,  and  the  colonies  were 
hastily  jtreparing  for  the  struggle,  every  nerve  being  strained 
to  its  utmost  tension — the  ]»coi»le  of  these  grants  being  \\\  full 
sympiithy  with  the  New  England  colonies  from  which  they  had 
emignitc(|,  i'S])ouse(l  most  heartil}'  the  common  cause  and  made 
tin;  necdftil  preparations  for  aiding  in  its  defence. 

It  liiid  long  been  foreseen  by  the  ccjlonies,  that  in  the  event 
of  )i  war  with  the  motlier  country,  it  would  be  very  essential 
for  tliem  to  possess  the  important  fortresses  of 'I'iconderoga  and 
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CroNVti  r<>int.  Accor<liii<;ly  on  rccoinng  the  firet  intelligence 
of  the  Imttlo  of  Ix^xington,  a  mimber  of  men  in  Connoeticut 
prtH'imMl  the  ntH-essjirv  funds  nnd  set  on  foot  an  ex]io<liti(in  for 
the  cniituri"  of  these  niilitnrv  posts.  On  arriving  at  Bennington 
thev  were  joined  l>y  Col.  Ethan  Allen  Avho  eagerly  eidisted  in 
the  enterpriw  and  together  they  proceeded  to  Castleton,  where 
a  council  of  the  comniittee  of  war  was  held  to  decide  njion 
future  operations.  It  was  thought  best  to  send  Cai>t.  Noidi 
Phelps,  of  Sinisbnry,  Conn.,  to  Ticondcroga  to  e.xaniine  into 
its  sit  tuition  and  condition  and  make  report  to  his  associates, 
lie  jMiKsed  over  the  lake  in  a  boat,  in  the  rustic  garb  of  a 
fanner,  and  i)ut  up  at  a  house  near  tlio  fort  for  the  night,  where 
several  of  the  oflicers  were  collected  for  a  supi)er  party.  lie 
listened  to  their  conversation  respecting  tlio  connnotions  in  tlio 
colonies,  and  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  i)08t,  without 
talking  any  apparent  interest  in  what  thoy  said. 

In  the  morning  ho  gained  admission  into  tlie  fort  for  the 
purj)08e  of  being  shaved,  and  having  learned  tlio  number  of 
men  in  the  garrison  and  ascertained  that  tlieir  anunnnition  was 
damaged,  he  engiiged  the  boatman  to  take  him  across  the  lake, 
and  returned  to  Castleton  where  lie  reported  what  he  had 
seen  and  heard.  Allen  immediately  dispatched  Maj.  Beach  as 
a  mesflenger  to  collect  men  to  meet  his  party  at  a  i)lace  sincx) 
known  jus  Hand's  Point,  in  the  to^VTl  of  Shoreham.  Beacrh  went 
on  foot  to  Rutland,  Pittsford,  Ncshobe,  (now  Brandon,)  Mid- 
dlcloiry,  Whiting  and  Shoreham,  making  a  circuit  of  sixty 
miles  in  twenty-four  hours.* 

In  ])assing  tln-ougli  Pittsford  he  called  at  the  rcsidcce  of 
Ca]>t.  Benjamin  Cooley,  to  whom  he  delivered  the  nicssnge  of 
('<>1.  Allen.  Ca]>t.  Cooley  at  once  left  his  field,  seized  his  gim, 
ami  taking  with  him  Isaac  Buck,  Jr.,  John  J)t  iiiing,  Hopkins 
Rowley,  and  Kphraini  Stevens,  proceeded  to  the  iii>pointed 
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place  ol'  rendezvous.  Alleu  and  his  men  took  tlie  old  CroAm 
J'oiiit  road*  in  Sudbury,  and  came  to  Lake  Champlaiu,  at  a 
place  since  eddied  Hand's  Cove,  where  the  men  lay  concealed 
from  tlie  view  of  tlie  enemy  in  a  ravine,  and  where  tliey  were 
joined  by  the  recruits  raised  by  Maj.  Beach,  among  whom 
were  Ca])t.  Coolcy  and  his  Pittsford  boys.  Allen  finding  hero 
no  adequate  njcans  of  conveying  his  men  across  tJio  lake,  sent 
messengers  to  Bridport  and  Addison  to  procure  boats.  They 
reached  Bridport  in  the  night,  and  made  tJjeir  object  known  to 
a  Mr.  Stone,  in  whose  duunber  a  couple  of  young  men  were 
Bleej)ing.  lie  awakened  them,  when  tliey  arose  and  having 
re(;eived  instructions  pro(;eeded  to  the  fort  at  Crown  Point  and 
jK-rsnaded  a  negro  who  liad  charge  of  the  boat*  l>elonging  to 
the  garrison  to  row  tliem  jis  far  jus  Shoreham,  where  they  j>re- 
tended  there  was  to  be  a  squirrel  hunt  the  next  day, — promising 
him  as  a  compensjition  a  jug  of  rum.  The  boats  did  not  arrive 
at  the  rendezvous  until  toAN'ards  morning  of  the  next  day.  There 
were  two  hundred  and  seventy  men  in  all,  two  hundred  and 
tliirty  of  whom  were  Green  ^Moimtains  Boya,  all  eager  to 
embark  and  share  in  the  ])eril8  and  honors  of  that  daring  enter- 
jirise.  I'he  boat*,  however,  we.'-e  insuflicient  to  carry  all.  Only 
ciglity-tliree  of  the  two  lumdred  and  sevent}'  jwissed  over,  leav- 
ing OIK!  hundred  and  eighty-seven  ])chind.  Tliose  remaining 
expected  to  be  sent  for  immediately  after  the  landing  of  tho 
lirst  jiarty,  but  as  they  had  to  row  nearly  two  miles  before  thoy 
reached  the  sliore  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake  a  little  north  of 
"Willow  Point,  it  began  to  be  light,  and  Allen  therefore  deter- 
mined not  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  rest  of  the  men  from  tJio 
other  side,  but  to  ])ush  on  inunediately  to  the  attack.  They 
hct  forward  under  the  guidance  of  a  young  man  named  Benian, 
about  eighteen  years  old  who  had  sj)ent  much  of  his  time  at 
the  fort,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  i)assages  and 
liuildiiigs,  including  the  quarters  of  the  (jllicers  and  soldiers. 

•'I  li>-  pilot  led  Hit  Lompaiiy  llirough  the  wllUcnitais  by  Imltaliug  Ibc  uolM  of  the 
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Allen  and  Arnold*  followed  by  their  men  proceeded  on  through 
a  covered  passage  into  the  fort,  under  the  direction  of  Beman. 
The  sentinel,  unaware  of  their  aj)proach  had  not  given  the 
alarm,  but  at  sight  of  the  enemy  he  instinctively  snapped  his 
gun  at  Allen,  who  parried  the  weapon  with  his  sword,  and 
struck  a  blow  at  the  soldier's  head  which  inflicted  a  wound  that 
would  i)robably  have  killed  him,  if  the  force  of  the  blow  had  not 
been  abated  by  collision  with  a  cond)  which  was  in  the  soldier's 
I;air.  Allen  pushed  on  to  the  apartment  occupied  by  Capt.  Do 
I^i  Place  who  was  yet  in  bed,  and  demanded  the  inmiediate  sur- 
render of  the  fort  in  the  name  of  powers,  for  one  of  Avliich  the 
Uritish  couuiuuulcr  had  little  respect  however  much  he  might 
huvo  had  for  the  other. 

"  With  such  celerity  had  the  men  under  Allen  entered 
nnd  ])araded  themselves  in  the  open  area  within  the  fort,  while 
the  soldiers  were  yet  sleeping  in  tlieir  barracks,  that  aroused 
tlniH  wuldenly  from  their  shmd)er8,  no  opportunity  was  offered 
them  fo  organize,  and  resistance  in  such  circumst^inces  being 
impr«cticjd)le  was  not  for  a  moment  to  be  thought  of.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  ofticors  and  men  were  ])araded  on  the  square 
embraced  witliin  the  walls  and  surrendered  themselves,  forty- 
fotjr  in  number,  to  the  hero  of  the  Green  Mountains,"! 

In  a  Hliort  i'luw  the  men  who  had  been  left  on  the  <)])]»osite 
wide  of  tlio  lake,  imdcr  ('ol.  WanuT,  went  over  and  joiiu'd 
their  comrades  in  c<>lebrating  n  trimnph  achieved  without  tlio 
Hacrific(!  of  a  single  life.  On  the  san>o  day  Warner  was  sent 
with  a  detachment  of  men  to  take  Crown  I'oint,  which  l)cing 
garrisoned  by  a  sergeant  and  twelve  nuMi  only,  wan  suncndered 
without  rcKiHtaiice.  Amos  ('idleiidar  was  also  sent  with  a  small 
party  of  men  t<»  take  the  fort  at  the  head  of  I.nke  George 
which  was  eai*ily  ac<'ompH«hed. 

'I'liuH,  on  flic  lOth  diiy  of  Way,  1775,  wiw  nchicved  by  the 

•  Aniolrl  lind  Joliicil  Allen  nl  (.'luitlrton.  , 
t  lllxliiry  ijf  Hlinrrliiiiii. 
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colonics  tl)o  first  important  conquest  of  the  Revolutionnry  war, 
n  conquest  in  wliich  tiie  citizens  of  Pittsford  felt  a  deep  interest 
find,  in  the  honoi-s  of  which,  they  are  entitled  to  an  humble 
phuro,  iniismuch  as  Cnpt.  Cooley  and  his  recruits  were  among 
the  iirst  to  cross  the  lake,  to  enter  the  covered  passage  and  to 
jiuradc  tijxm  the  s(piare  within  the  fort.  A  few  days  afterwards 
Allen  and  Arnold  formed  a  plan  to  take  the  King's  sloop  that 
lay  in  the  liarhor  of  St.  Johns,  and  to  attack  the  garrison.  The 
first  j)iirt  of  the  ]»lan  was  easily  acxjomidished,  but  their  attack 
upon  tlic  giirrison  was  repulsed,  and  the  assailants  were  obliged 
to  retire.  'J'he  capture  of  the  King's  sloop  which  took  place 
on  the  17th  of  ]\Iay,  gave  the  captors  the  complete  command 
of  the  lake,  and  thereby,  for  a  time,  protected  the  settlers 
U]>on  tlu!  New  Hampshire  grants  against  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy  from  the  north.  The  colony  of  Connecticut,  by  tho 
request  of  Continental  Congress,  and  also  of  the  Congress  of 
iS'ew  "\'ork,  sent  a  regiment  of  one  thousand  men  to  gjirrison 
and  maintain  the  posts  at  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and 
on  its  arrival  there,  early  in  June,  Col.  Allen  delivered  uj)  his 
autliority  to  Col.  lienjamin  Himnan,  the  commander  of  the 
(Connecticut  forces,  when  the  men  from  the  New  Ilampsliire 
grunts  who  had  been  collected  for  a  brief  period,  and  a  tempo- 
rary purpose,  were  discharged  and  permitted  to  return  to  their 
homes. 

Attli(>  time  of  this,  the  first  call  upon  I^ittsford  for  troops 
to  Hcrve  in  the  war  of  the  Pevohition,  there  were  within  tho 
limits  of  the  towiishij),  thirty-eiglit  families,  and,  including  the 
<"liildrcn,  abotit  one  hundred  and  ninety-live  individuals,  who 
were  nearly  all  loyal  to  tlu)  cause  of  their  country.  Jiut  they 
sliare<i  the  ill  feeling  subs'"*"!!/  between  the  jieojilt!  of  the  New 

llamp^llil•e  (iriiMts  and  the  g(»»<  „  .>4thorities  of  New  York, 

to  which  provinccr  they  nominally  belonged,  an<l  were  iinwilling 
to  enter  the  military  service  unless  they  cindd  do  this  inde- 
IH-ixlently  of  the  government  they  so  much  detested.    But  the 
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Green  Mo\uitain  Boys  linnng  cstnhlislied  a  rcputotion  for 
patriotism  and  braver}-,  wore  urged  to  enter  the  field,  and 
arrnngonients  wore  nindo  l»y  which  tliey  could  do  this,  as  an 
indciicndcnt  corps,  and  under  officers  oi"  their  own  selection. 
They  were  organized  under  the  direction  of  Gen.  Schuyler  who 
had  been  appointed  a  !Major  General  and  assigned  to  tlje  com- 
mand of  the  northcni  frontier.  The  General's  head-quarters 
for  a  time  were  at  Ticonderoga. 

The  officers  of  the  Vermont  battalion  chosen  at  a  conven- 
tion of  town  committees  held  at  Dorset,  were  as  follows : 

Seth  "Warner,  Lieut.- Coloiiel. 

Samuel  Saftbrd,  Major. 

Captains  —  "Wait  Hopkins,  Oliver  Potter,  John  Grant, 
"William  Fitch,  Gideon  Bro^mson,  Micali  Vjiil,  Ileman  Allen. 

First  Lieutenants — John  Fjissett,  El)enezer  Allen,  Bama- 
1)U8  Banuiin,  Tille  Blakely,  Ira  Allen,  GHdeon  "Warren,  David 
Galusha.  •     ... . 

Second  LAeutenauts — John  Nobles,  James  Claghorn,  John 
Chijiman,  Nathan  Smith,  Jesse  SaNV-^'er,  Joshua  Stivnton,  I'hilo 
Hard. 

Early  in  .June,  Col.  Allen  urged  upon  the  Continental  Con- 
gross  tlie  policy  of  an  inmiediate  invjwion  of  Canada,  and  after 
about  three  umnths  delay,  an  expedition  wjis  fitted  out  for  this 
purpose.  ]}iit  (ren.  Schuyler's  health  not  permitting  him  to 
continue  in  active  conniiand  on  the  northern  frontier,  tlie 
Anieri(ran  forces  were  led  by  Gen.  Richard  Montgomery,  who, 
on  tlie  17tli  of  S(!j>toni1)er,  laid  siege  to  St.  Johns,  a  fortified 
])OBt  near  the  outlet  of  Lake  Chaniplain.  lie  was  soon  joined 
by  tlie  (Jreon  Mountain  Boys  under  the  conunand  of  Col. 
AV«iriicr.  Tiie  Colonel,  with  a  portion  of  his  nu;n,  was  sent  to 
tli(!  St.  Eawrence,  in  the  vicinity  of  Montnial,  to  watch  the 
movcmcntK  of  the  enemy.  Montg(unery  j)ushed  tiio  siege  of 
St.  .IdliiiH,  which  was  dcfeiuled  by  si.v  or  seven  hun<h-e(l  men, 
who  niiide  a  brave  and  protra(ttcd  resiHtanco  in  the  hope  of 
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being  -soon  relieved  hy  Gen.  Carlton,  the  Governor  of  Cainada. 
Carlton  was  exerting  lunisulf  to  the  utmost  for  their  relief,  and 
collecting  about  eight  hundred  men,  consisting  of  the  militia 
of  Montreal,  some  Canadians,  a  few  regulars,  and  some  Indians, 
he  embarked  them  from  JMontrcal  to  cross  the  St.  Lawrencre 
and  land  at  Longuiel.  Their  movements  were  watched  from 
the  oi)posite  shore  hy  Col.  AVarner,  who  with  about  throe  hun- 
dred Green  ^tountain  JJoys  and  some"  1rc)oj)s  lVi>ni  New  York, 
prci)ared  for  their  approach.  As  they  came  near  the  south 
shore,  AVarner  and  his  men  opened  upon  them  a  Avell  directed 
and  incessant  tire  of  nnisketry  and  gra]>e-shot,  which  threw 
them  into  gi"cat  confusion,  and  they  retired  in  disorder  and 
gave  u])  the  attem])t.  This  (UuMded  the  fate  of  St.  Johns,  for 
the  eommaiuler  of  that  ])()Kt,  on  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  Carlton, 
-well  understood  that  he  coidd  rec^eive  no  relief,  and  as  he  had 
little  jirospect  of  being  able  to  defend  the  place  much  longer, 
he  decided  to  stuTcnder  the  gan-ison  prisoners  of  war,  and  on 
the  third  day  of  IS'ovend)er  they  marched  out  of  the  works 
and  laid  <lown  their  arms.  Carlton,  liaving  l>cen  i-e]>\dscd, 
retired  to  Montreal,  and  Warner,  to  confiiKi  him  there,  ]>ro- 
<:eed(Hl  to  erect  a  battery  at  the  motith  of  the  Sorel,  Mhich 
shouhl  connnand  tlut  ]>assage  of  the  St.  Lawrence  ;  but  Carlton 
escaped  and  marclied  for  (Quebec  f)nly  llic  (hiy  ])receding  the 
arrival  of  Montgomery,  who  took  ]>ossession  of  Montreal  with- 
out op])osition.  Warner's  regiment  thus  acted  an  important 
part  in  the  reduction  of  St.  .lohns  and  ^lontreal,  but  having 
served  as  vohuitxiers  and  bcnng  too  miserably  clothed  to  endure 
a  winter  campaign  in  that  noi'thern  latitude,  they  were  honora- 
bly discharged  on  the  2(Mh  of  iS'ovember  and  relm-ned  to  tiieir 
homes.  Leaving  a  small  garrison  at  ^lontreal,  Montgomery 
hastened  to  Quebec  to  join  Ai'uold  who  had  reaclieil  that  city 
by  a  mar<;h  through  thi;  wilderness,  which  was  memorably  bold 
in  concojition  and  daring  in  execution.  IMie  (ieiierals  miide  a 
simidt;uje4jus  as.sault  ujxrti  the  fortilications  at  dili'erent  points 
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■which,  however,  8i<rjmlly  failed,  niul  the  troops,  weakened  Ity 
diwuster,  were  eoiii[»elled  to  retire  in  discouragement  and 
plooin. 

\'\Hm  the  death  of  ^^[ontgojnerj  the  eonunnnd  in  Canada 
devolved  uiMin  (ten.  Wooster,  then  at  ^[ontreal.    This  ollieer 
made  everv  ell'ort  to  reinforee  Arnold  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Queher, 
and  to  {garrison  strongly  all  the  military  posts  in  his  possession 
within  the  jM'ovince.    To  do  this  he  whs  obliged  to  call  upon 
the  eolonies  for  a  generous  Rupply  of  men  and  provisions.  On 
the  0th  of  January,  1776,  he  wrote  to  Col.  "Warner  for  aid, 
and  after  mentioning  the  misfortunes  at  Quebec  he  says:  "I 
luive  not  time  to  give  you  all  the  jiartieulars,  but  this  much  will 
show  you  that  in  consequence  of  this  defeat  our  present  jiros- 
jiect  in  this  coimtry  is  rendered  very  dubious,  and  unless  we 
can  be  quickly  reinforced  perhaps  they  nuiy  bo  fatal,  not  only 
to  us  who  arc  stationed  here,  but  also  to  tlio  colonies  in  general ; 
n&  in  my  opinion  the  safety  of  the  colonies,  especially  the  fron- 
tiers, very  greatly  dcj)ond8  upon  keejung  jwssession  of  tliis 
country.    ••••••    You,  sir,  and  the  valiant  Ctrccn 

Mountain  corps  are'in  our  neighborhood,  ^'oti  all  have  arms, 
and  I  am  conlident  ever  stand  ready  to  lend  a  helj)ing  hand  to 
your  l)rethren  in  distress,  therefore  let  me  beg  of  you  to  raise 
as  many  men  Jis  you  can,  and  sonuihow  get  into  tliis  comitry, 
and  stay  with  us  till  we  can  have  relief  from  the  colonii-s.  Vou 
will  see  that  proper  oflicers  are  ai»i)ointed  under  you,  and  liotli 
otlicers  and  ])rivates  will  reccivo  the  sjimo  j)ay  as  the  c(»ntiiiciilal 
troo])ri.    Jt  will  be  well  for  your  men  to  set  out  as  s(K)n  as  they 

can  be  collected.  I  can  but 

hope  that  the  people  will  make  a  i)usli  to  get  into  this  countrv, 
and  I  am  confident  I  shall  seeyoti  here  with  your  men  in  a  very 
short  time.""  Warner,  in  response  to  this  rctpicst,  issued  a  call  for 
troo|is,  and  a  regiment  soon  gathering  around  him  he  set  out  for 
('iinjida,  and  wiifi  among  the  first  to  join  Arnohl  l>et'i>re  (^)ucbec. 

*  ICiitly  IIlHlory  of  Vcnuoiit. 
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But  tlie  American  soldiers  were  poorly  prepHred  to  endure 
n  winter  campaign  in  that  northern  chnmte.  Kot  having  com- 
fortable bjirracks,  clothing  or  jjrovisions,  tlieir  suft'erings  were 
severe,  and  to  add  to  their  dismay,  the  smalhpox*  broke  out 
among  tliem  and  was  carrying  destruction  tliruugh  the  camp. 
Among  those  who  i'ell  victims  to  this  loathsome  disease,  was 
Isaac  Buck,  Sen.,  ot*  Bittsford.  The  state  of  affairs  being  sucli, 
Arnold  could  do  little  more  than  maintain  the  blockade  of  tlie 
river  and  cut  olf  the  supjdies  of  the  city.  By  the  r)th  of  May 
his  foix'es  were  so  much  reduced,  and  their  j)rovisi<)ns  so  nearly 
exhausted  that  a  council  of  war  was  called,  and,  in  view  of 
their  weakened  condition,  and  the  daily  expected  arrival  from 
England,  of  large  reinforcements  for  the  city,  it  was  decided  to 
make  a  hasty  retreat.  Early  the  next  morning  the  expected 
]?ritish  troops  arrived  at  Quebec,  and  aboiit  noon  Carlton 
marched  out  of  the  city  to  give  battle  to  the  Americans,  who, 
abandoning  their  artillery,  stores,  baggage,  and  every  incum- 
braiK^e,  tied  as  fast  as  they  could.  Col.  "Warner's  regiment 
<-overed  the  retreat,  and  by  his  ])rudence,  vigilance  and  j)crsc- 
verence,  lie  brouglit  oft"  numy  who  woidd  otherwise  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  retreat  was  continued  from 
]><)st  to  ])ost,  with  the  British  army  in  close  pursuit;  and  tow- 
ards tlie  last  of  June  the  Americans  reached  Ticonderoga,  a 
few  days  after  the  main  army  had  taken  ])ossession  of  that 
fortress.  As  the  continentjds  held  the  command  of  the  lake 
they  did  not  a])))rehend  any  immediate  molestation  from  the 
<'nciny,  and  Warner's  regiment,  raised  for  a  temporary  jmrpose, 
was  disci larged. 

Hitherto  the  rank  of  AVarner  had  been  that  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  and  his  corj>s  ha<l  been  eni])loyed  only  for  temporary 
]>ur|.o.Hcs,  but  his  services  and  those  of  his  men  were  so  liiglily 
a])i.n-ciiitcil  that  on  the  Htli  of  Jldy,  the  day  after  the  drclara- 


* 'I  liU  lU-i  n.ir  xvii.i  Id  tlic  holdlenj  by  II  ^;lrl,  who  <:nliH;  into  llu- AUK-rlciin 

taiii]!  Irniii  thi-  hosiiiuil  In  (iutbcc. 
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tion  of  iiuli'pondoncc,  C<Mij;rc!>s  resolved  to  orgunize  iii  Vermont 
a  ro^iincJit  of  re<;ulur  troui)8  for  pennanent  scrviw,  uud  UiitJ 
n'pi;iu>Mt  wus  to  l>e  under  coinnmnd  of  offieei*8  who  hud  served 
in  (^ina«lu.  Sefli  Warner  was  api)ointed  Colonel,  and  Sannid 
fciafVord,  IJetJteniint-C/olonel. 

N«)  Hoonor  liud  the  Anieriauis  evacuated  Canada  than  Gen. 
(^irhon  eon)n>en<-ed  the  constniction  of  vessels  at  St.  Johns, 
with  the  desif^n  of  seetiring  the  command  of  Ljikc  Chiunplain^ 
And  n\\c]\  were  liis  facihtios  that  in  a  few  months  he  had  a 
naval  force  jjreatly  su])erior  to  that  of  the  Americjins.  Engage- 
inentH  l)etvveen  these  hostile  fleets,  on  the  lltJi  and  13th  of 
Ortoher,  residlod  in  favor  of  the  British,  and  Arnold,  who  had 
r()niinan<l  of  tlie  American  flotilla,  destroyed  his  vessels,  and 
with  the  most  of  his  men  retired  to  Ticonderoga.  General 
(fates,  who  was  tlien  in  command  at  that  post,  8up|X)8ing  that 
('arlton  would  attempt  to  follow  up  liis  success  by  an  attack 
upon  the  garrison,  called  earnestly  for  reinforcements.  The 
llireo  regimcntK  whidi  had  been  organized  on  the  west  side  of 
the  (treen  Mountains  turned  out  e?i  7nasse,  and  were  soon  with 
(latcs  at  J\Iouiit  lndej)cndenco.  Carlton  landed  his  forces  at 
(/'rown  I'oint,  where  he  renuiined  about  two  weeks,  but  finding 
tlio  Aiiicricans  strongly  intrenched  and  prepared  for  an  obsti- 
nate defence,  he  retired  into  Canada  for  the  winter. 

The  niilitiu  wliicli  had  been  hastily  called  to  the  assistance 
of  (iatcs  were  (brtchiirged  early  in  Noveml)er,  and  the  C4inipaign 
for  the  year  177<;,  in  the  northern  department,  was  thus  brought 
to  a  close. 

One  ]>rctty  well  aiithenticated  incident,  however,  is  related 
»H  having  tjikcn  ])]iic(!  in  the  fall  of  this  year,  which  may  be 
hvrv  n|>|iro|»riat(;Iy  noticed.  The  circumstances  jis  we  lind  them 
narrated  were  m  follows  : 

"It  a])|>earH  that  .loliii  Fassctt  of  Beimington  and  Jonathan 
I'lissctt  of  I'ilthlord  had  re<;eived  commissions  as  ('ajitains  to 
raise  two  coniiianies  of  Green  Moimtjiin  Jioys  for  the  <lefence 
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of  the  frontier  Bettlcinents.  Tlie  militia  coinpany  of  Kutlnnd 
was  calletl  to«»et.her  for  the  ]mr]>()so  of  ascertuiniiif;  if  any  of 
thoin  would  volunteer  to  join  the  (!oni]iany  of  .Jonathan  Faspett. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  man  wlio  could  ])rocnre  the  most  volun- 
teers shouhl  receive  a  coninn'ssion  as  IJeuteiuuit.  Two  j»erfions 
oU'ercd  themselves  as  c^indidates  ior  that  office ;  one  was 
Thomas  Ixje,  lait  the  name  of  the  sci-ond  ]H>!-son  is  forirot- 
ten.  The  latter  made  an  elfort  and  succeeded  in  ohljiininir 
one  volunteer.  lx«  tried  and  immediately  recruited  some 
lifttx?n  or  twent}',  and  wius  accordin<;ly  a]>])ointed  lieutenant. 

There  wiis  at  that  time  a  small  settlement  on  Onion  Kiver 
in  tlie  town  of  .lericho.  Their  remote  and  ex])oscd  situation 
cau8c<l  (ionsideralde  anxiety,  and  after  consultation  it  wjis  agreed 
that  Lieut,  Leo  and  Ins  men  should  go  and  assist  tliem  in 
removing  south,  where  they  could  bo  more  conveniently  j)ro- 
txx;t.ed  Accordingly,  providing  themselves  with  provisions 
snflicicnt  for  ton  days,  and  with  no  change  of  clothing,  Ia^q 
and  his  men  left  homo  for  Jericho.  Loo's  Sergeants  were  Mott 
and  Martin,  (tho  former  of  whom  afterwards  settled  iji  ]irandon 
and  hocamc  deacon  of  tho  Baptist  church  in  that  phure,)  his 
waiter  was  Jo.shua  Pratt  of  Ilutland,  then  quite  young,  and 
among  his  men  were  Wait  Wright,  Benjaiin'n  Johnson  and 
Nathan  I'ratt  of  Rutland.  Among  the  settlers  at  Jericho  was 
a  (certain  politic  Deacon  Rood,  who,  on  the  arrival  of  Lee — 
fully  ai>preciating  the  benefit  of  living  at  home,  and  being  well 
j)rotectcd  by  soldiers,  as  contrasted  \\'ith  the  disadvantages  of 
removal  to  a  land  of  strangers,  however  amicable  —  slyly 
dcjmrtcd  for  'J'iconderoga,  and  there  obtained  from  General 
(lafcH  as  Continental  Commander  of  the  Northern  l)e])artmcnt, 
onlci-K  not  only  for  Lee  to  remain  where  he  was,  but  also  ibr 
the  l-'assctls  to  come  there  with  their  com]>:inics.  In  olxdicnce 
to  this  order  Lcc  remained  at  Rood's  settlcniciit  about  live 
weeks,  his  iiicM  meanwliile  maiuigiiig  as  best  flicy  could,  with 
only  (»ne  suit  of  clothes  aj)iece.    On  the  arrival  ol"  the  Fassetts, 
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IxHj  niid  liis  men  ohtnined  a  furlough  niui  returned  to  refresh 
tlu'inst<h  es  niul  recruit  their  wardrobes.  With  the  Fnssetts  was 
Matthew  Lvmi,  as  Lieutenant,  then  of  Arlington,  afterwards  of 
Fairhaven.  The  ]>leiisures  of  life  at  Jericho — with  nothing  hut 
interniinahlo  woods  around  them,  and  no  society  except  wluit 
was  found  in  unsc:isoiud)le  calls  from  beai*s,  wolves,  Indians  and  ' 
Tories — soiui  hegnn  to  he  realized  in  all  their  eaj>tivation,  hy 
the  Fassetts,  ].yon  and  company.  Their  inactiv'ity  and  expo- 
sure were  naturally  dissatisfying,  and  they  imi>nrtcd  their  dis- 
Bjjtisfiiction  to  each  other.  Presently  they  resolved  to  leave  the 
Htation,  hut  this  was  a  dangerous  step.  To  desert  his  post  would 
be,  to  the  oni(!er,  ])ublic  disgrace  and  the  loss  of  his  commission, 
and  to  the  soldier  it  would  bo  death.  They  finally  arranged 
that  the  soldiers  should  appear  to  mutiny  and  com]>el  the 
ollicers  to  leave- ;  and  jiacking  up,  oS  they  started  for  home. 
Meanwhile,  ]x!e  and  his  men — their  furlough  was  about  to 
oxpiro — had  started  from  Rutland  and  arrived  at  Brandon  on 
tjieij;  return  to  Jericho,  when  -news  of  the  desertion  reached 
them.  Ix)e,  sending  on  his  men,  immediately  crossed  over  to 
Ti<'ondcroga  to  inform  Gen.  Gates  of  the  affair.  Gates  had 
already  heard  of  it  aiul  sent  a  Major  with  a  corps  of  riflemen 
to  intentept  the  lugitivcs  and  bring  theni  to  Ti.  At  !Middle- 
bury  the  riilenu'n  met  J^ee's  men  and  a  difiicidty  arose  inune- 
diatt'ly.  The  ^lajor's  orders  were  to  take  the  Fassctts  and  all 
their  men.  I^-e's  men  rej>lied  through  their  Sergeants  Mott 
and  Martin,  thiit  they  had  <lone  no  \m>ng,  and  woidd  not  give 
up  their  arms,  <»r  Hurnrnder  jw  j)riHonerH,  to  any  ])ower  on  eurtli; 
tlicy  should  encamp  wliere  they  were,  as  they  had  intended,  but 
if  the  ritlcrncii  would  go  on  that  niglit  they  wouhl  follow  them 
the  next  nu>riiing,  and  to  this  the  Major — st'eing  there  was  no 
otiicr  way  without  a  fight — <'onHcntc<l.  The  Fassctts,  J>yon 
and  their  num  were  taken  near  New  Haven  and  carried  to  Ti. 
Hen-  their  swords  were  taken  from  tin;  ollicers,  and  nil  thrown 
info  tlie  guard-house.    ix;e  obtained  authority  to  release  all  he 


NO  FAVOR  FROM  THE  N.  T.  OOVKRNMENT. 


Ill 


knew  to  he  innocent,  and  the  rest  were  court-martialed.  Tlic 
fact  having  been  ehcited  by  tlie  investigation  tlie  sentence 
bbcrated  all  the  soldiers  and  not  only  deprivetl  the  oHicers  of 
their  conunissions  but  rendered  them  ineligible  to  a  reaj^point- 
nient  in  tlie  continental  service.  The  latter  part  of  the  sentence 
of  the  olhcers  Gates  took  oil',  saying  that  if  anybody  was  d — d 
fool  enougli  to  ajjpoint  such  cowards  they  miglit.  Tiie  next 
year  Gen.  St.  Clair,  as  commander  of  the  Northern  Depart- 
ment, reversed  the  sentence  of  the  otlicei-s.  This  transaction 
excited  general  execration  throughout  the  army,  the  ofJicers. 
were  hmig  in  etligy,  etc.  The  Fassetts  never  afterwards  held 
an}'  conunission  in  the  continentjd  service,  though  Lyon  was 
nj)i»ointed  Paymiuster,  and  Ixjc  received  a  conunission  as  Cap- 
tain for  three  years  and  recruited  a  company  of  which  Martux 
wjis  a  Lieuteniuit." 

As  luis  already  been  intimated,  the  excitenieJit  j>roda(red  by 
the  Kevolutionary  wiu*  caused  'a  tempary  suspension  of  the 
controversy  with  the  New  York  land  claimants.  And  it  waft 
hoped  that  the  new  government,  which  took  the  place  of  the 
old,  (tolonial  government  of  New  York,  would  be  more  favora- 
bly dis]>osed  towards  the  iidiabitjints  of  the  New  IIani])shire 
Grants,  and  recognize  the  justice  of  tlieir  claims.  Ihit  it  was 
soon  found  tliat  the  New  York  land  jol)l»erK  had  a  controlling 
inllucnce  in  the  new  government,  and  that  no  more  coidd  be 
ho])cd  from  this  than  from  the  old  government.  The  conven- 
tion of  that  Stnte,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  claimed  all  the  quit 
rents  formerly  due  to  the  King  of  Great  Jiritain.  It  was  obvi- 
ous* that  for  tlic  Green  Mountain  ]>eople  "to  sul)mit  to  llio 
claims  of  New  York,  was  to  give  uj)  tlie  wlude  of  their  j)ro]>- 
erty,  and  to  reduce  themselves  to  a  stat(!  of  dependence  and 
beggary,  'i'o  oppose  her  claims  and  power,  woidd  ])robab]y 
bring  on  not  only  u  contest  with  New  York,  but  with  Congress 
also;  and  to  contiiuie  witliout  some  Ibrin  of  government  was 
inipossiljlf." 
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Tlu»  MTij*  H  (lillicult  Kituutioii  and  •rave  rise  to  a  \n»rii'ty  of 
opinimiH.  Soino,  iiivrorriii!!;  Isow  ilaiiipshiru,  adviH-atcHl  a 
n-tiini  t<»  that  <;<)\ orniiu'ut ;  «)tlit:rs  woru  iiicliuod  to  submit  U* 
iS'ow  V«irk ;  but  tlu-  iiioru  coiu-ugoous  wuic  tor  o«>tJiblit>hing 
an  iudi'iKMuU'iit  govi-nmu'iit. 

To  nsccrtain  tbi>  ])rcvaib'ti<;  0])iiiion,  and  determine  wbat 
nu'asurcH  sliould  bo  ado])ted  for  the  defence  of  the  district 
a<;niiist  the  common  enemy,  a  convention  wns  eddied  to  meet  at 
Dorset,  oti  AVc(bu'sday,  the  24th  of  July,  1776.  In  response 
to  this  call  thirty-two  tomis  sent  dele<rates  to  meet  at  the  tunc 
and  ]>lacc  a]>i)<»intc<l.  Pittsford  ■was  rcprosented  in  that  con- 
vention by  .lonntJum  Fassett,  Jonathan  Rowley  mid  Aaron 
Parsons.  Thv  cf»!ivention  by  an  almost  imanimous  vote  decided 
that  they  could  not  coTisort  with  New  York  or  Now  Ilamp- 
whire;  but  "to  convince  the  public  of  their  readiness  to  join 
in  the  connnon  defence  of  the  liberties  of  America  they  pub- 
lished and  subscri])ed  the  following  association,  viz.: 

'  **  We  tlie  sul)scribers,  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  land 
<-oiiimonly  called  and  known  by  the  njuno  of  the  Now  Ilamp- 
fthire  (iraiils,  do  voluntarily  and  solemnly  engage  under  all  the 
tics  held  sacred  amongst  mankind,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  fo  defend  by  arms  the  Unitxid  Anierican  States  against 
the  hostile  attempts  of  the  liritish  fleets  and  armies,  until  the 
present  imluippy  controversy  between  the  two  countries  shall 
l»e  settled." 

Such  associations  had  been  entered  into  by  luembers  of 
j)ublic.  bodies  in  the  several  colonies,  and  it  had  been  reoom- 
mciidi'd  that  they  be  also  Hub.scribed  by  their  cx)nstituent8. 
Sucli  an  association  had  been  adopted  and  recommended  by 
the  committee  of  salcly  of  New  'i'ork,  to  be  sid)sciil>cd  l)y  the 
people  of  that  colony.  Tlie  inhal)itants  of  the  New  Ilamp- 
sliiic  (Jrants  would  not  Kid)S<;rib(!  the  New  Yuvk  association, 
but  liny  \ivn-  adoj.tid  one  of  their  own,  an<l  declared  that 
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"ftny  persons  within  tlic  district  who  should  subscribe  and 
return  any  other  association  than  the  above  to  the  coinniitt<!e8 
of  safety  for  either  of  the  counties  in  the  province  of  New 
York,  should  be  deemed  enemies  to  the  common  cause  of  the 
iS'ew  Hampshire  Grants." 

The  convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place 
on  Wednesday  the  2.")th  of  Sejitember  following;. 

The  convention  assembled  a<;reeably  to  adjournment  and 
was  attended  by  tifty-six  delcfrates  representinfj  thirty-three 
towns.  Various  meiusurcs  jirelinn'nary  to  the  fonnajion  of  the 
territory  into  a  separate  State  were  adopted,  and  such  action 
was  t^iken  as  would  enable  them  to  furnish  aid  in  the  general 
staiggle  against  the  conunon  enemy.  The  contest  with  New 
York  in  relation  to  their  land  titles  wjis  duly  considered,  and  it 
was  unanimously  voted  "that  no  directions  or  laws  of  that 
State  should  be  accepted  or  obeyed."  A  covenant  or  comjmet 
was  8td)scril)e(l  by  all  the  members  and  recommended  for  sig- 
nature by  their  constituents.  This  covenant — omitting  tho 
preamble — wjis  jih  follows,  viz.: 

"Wo  the  subscribers,  inhabit^mts  of  that  distri(!t  of  land 
commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants,  being  legally  delegated  and  authorized  to  tnmsact 
llic  jiublic  ])<)litical  affairs  of  the  aforesaid  distri<!t,  for  ourselves 
and  constituents  do  solemnly  covenant  and  engage  that,  for  tho 
time  being,  we  will  strictly  and  regularl}'  adhere  to  the  several 
resolves  of  this  or  a  future  convention,  constituted  on  said 
<listrict  by  tho  free  voice  of  the  friends  to  American  liberties, 
which  shall  not  bo  repugnant  to  the  resolves  of  the  honorable 
th(!  ( 'oiitiiiental  C(>ii"ress,  relative  to  the  caiise  of  America." 

The  town  committees  were  directed  "to  see  to  it  that  the 
jiKsociatioii  lie  fortliwitli  signed  by  every  individual  niah;  inliab- 
itniit  i»r  each  town  from  sixteen  years  (dd  and  upwards  and  tliat 
tin-  a.H-ociation  thus  signed  lu;  returne<l  to  Dr.  Jttnas  Fay,  clerk 
of  the  convention,  before  its  next  sitting."  • 
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At  this  convention  "»  c-oniinittco  of  wnr,  conpistinj;  of  nine 
nionilHTH,  wns  nppointtMl,  wlio  were  nuthorizod  to  issnc  warrants 
or  cotnniifision.'*  in  tlio  nanu'  of  tlie  convention  to  the  several 
field  otHcen*  of  the  militia,  and  were  invested  with  the  general 
KtJiH'rintendence  «)f  the  military  atlairs  of  the  district." 

"Thev  were  directed  on  sjilHcient  notice  of  tho  Continental 
Congress,  or  from  the  connnander  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  or  on  any  sndden  emergency,  to  order  tho  militia  to 
uum'h  immediately  to  such  part  of  the  continent  lis  might  be 
required. " 

Arter  tho  transaction  of  some  other  business  of  minor 
in>i»ortanco  the  convention  adjourned  "to  meet  at  the  Court 
House  in  Westminster  on  "Wednesday  tho  30th  of  October 
U>en  next." 

When  tho  convention  reassembled  tho  inhabitants  of  tho 
territory  were  in  a  state  of  great  excitement  and  alarm  in  con- 
seqnenco  of  tho  destruction  of  the  American  naval  force  on 
Ijiko  Cliamplain,  and  the  threatened  attack  of  Carlton  \i\wn 
Ticonderoga.  A  large  ])roportion  of  the  people  having  gone 
to  the  defence  of  tliat  fortress,  the  convention  was  ver}'  thinly 
attended,  and  but  little  business  was  transacted.  After  a  brief 
session  the  convention  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  the  same 
jdace  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  ensuing  January. 

Th(!  convc.'ulion  assendiled  agreeably  to  adjournment  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1777,  and  voted  unanimously  for  a  8ei)arate 
and  indcp(!ndent  State,  to  bo  known  as  New  Connecticut,  and 
a  declaration  to  tliis  cflccl  was  adoj)tcd  and  ])ubliHhcd. 

The  convention  was  tli(;n  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  meeting 
house  in  Windsor,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  .lune  then  next. 

Tho  declaration  was  ]>resented  to  Congress  on  the  8th  of 
April,  by  a  committee  chosen  for  that  jjurpose,  together  with  a 
]>etition,  praying  that  the  district  might  be  ranked  among  tho 
free  and  iiidepciidciit  American  States,  and  delegates  lliereirom 
admitted  to  seats  in  tlic  ContinenUd  Congress.    All  this  had 
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been  (lone  in  direct  opposition  to  tlie  government  of  New  York, 
nnd  tlie  inHuenee  of  that  State  ill  Congress  prevented  a  favora- 
ble consideration  of  it. 

The  convention  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  assembled 
on  Wednesday,  the  4th  <lay  of  .lime,  and  was  very  fully 
attended,  lifty  townships  being  represented  by  seventy-two  dele- 
gates. Tn  the  three  ]>receding  conventions  Pittsford  does  not 
a])pear  to  have  been  rej>resentcd,  but  in  the  present  convention 
tbo  <lelegale  from  this  town  was  Jonathan  Fassctt.  In  the 
course  of  the  ])roceedings  a  conmiittee  wjis  api)ointed  to  draft 
a  constitution,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  recommending  that 
each  town  elect  and  send  rei>resentatives  to  the  convention 
which  wju"?  to  meet  at  "Windsor  in  tlie  July  following.  A  com- 
mittee was  ap]>ointed  to  wait  on  the  commander  at  Ticon- 
deroga  and  cons\ilt  with  him  respecting  the  regulations  nnd 
♦k'Icnce  of  the  frontiers;  and  an  act  was  passed  appointing 
"Wednesday,  the  18th  of  June,  as  a  day  of  public  fasting  and 
j>rayer,  the  first  ever  a]>j)ointed  in  the  State. 

It  has  b(!en  stated  that  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  had 
been  declared  a  separate  and  independent  State  by  the  name 
(if  New  Connecticut,  Imt  it  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
this  convention  that  there  was  already  a  township  by  this  name 
on  the  Sns(iuelianna  river,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the 
Mew  llain])s]iire  Grants  shoidd  ever  thereafter  be  known  and 
called  liy  the  name  of  Vermont. 

Tlic  coiivciition  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  same  place  on 
"Wediichday,  tlu;  2d  of  Jidy  following. 

On  the  lid  of  Jul}'  the  convention  met  at  Windsor  and  the 
draft  of  a  coiistitution  was  presented  and  read.  While  it  was 
inniiT  con.-idcration  the  news  of  the  evacuation  of  Ticondcroga 
arrived  \vhi<'li  oc(rasioned  great  alarin,  iis  thereby  tlie  frontiers 
of  tlie  Slate  \ver(!  exp(js('d  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy.  I'ut  the 
reading  ot  the  constitution,  paragraph  by  jiaragraph,  wliieli  was 
then  in  progress,  Wiis  continued  to  the  end.  The  convention  then 
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npiwinUnl  n  "Council  of  Safety"  to  uc-t  (lurin<?  its  recess,  and 
adjounicil.  Noitlier  tlio  journal  of  tliis  convention  nor  the  list 
of  its  nuMulH'rs  has*  been  ]>rc.<ervc(l,  and  about  all  wc  know  of 
it*»  pnH'OiMUn^  is  gathered  fnun  the  brief  account  given  by  Ira 
Allen  in  \m  history  of  Vcrniont. 

In  May,  1777,  a  party  of  Tories  headed  by  one  Benjamin 
Cole  |ijuwo(l  throuj^li  this  rej^ion  on  their  way  to  Canada  to  join 
the  Uritish.  Capt.  Junies  Bcntly  with  a  few  other  individuals 
reH{>lved  to  C4ij>t>n"e  them.  Their  ntnid)er  iiu-reased,  wliile  they 
were  hnHtoninp  nortliward,  to  twenty-two.  They  learned  by  their 
Bcoutfl  that  the  enemy  were  encamj)e(l  for  the  night  in  a  forest 
nt  Monkton.  Waiting  till  the  tories  were  all  sound  asleep, 
Bonlly  ruHhwl  ui>on  tlieni  with  a  terrific  noise  and  made  tho 
whole  party,  thirtiKin  in  munber,  jjasonei-s.  The  next  day  they 
mnn'hed  them  to  Neshobc  where  a  court  was  convened  for  their 
oxamiuation.  Thin  court  consisted  of  Thomas  Tuttle,  Timothy 
Barker,  Jonathan  Rowley,  l^Ioscs  Oltnstoad  and  John  Smith. 
After  a  patient  investigation  which  was  continued  two  days  and 
a  half,  tho  ]>risoners  were  ordered  to  be  delivered  over  to  tlio 
garrison  at  Ticonderoga,  and  Capt.  Bcntly  and  his  men  marched 
tliem  dire(;tly  to  that  fortress. 

Tho  following  is  a  copy  of  the  order  compensating  the 
court : 
"Sir. 

I'lciwe  i)ay  to  Es(j.  Timothy  Barker,  Jonathan  Rowley, 
Moses  Olmsfead,  John  Smith  aiul  Thomas  Tuttle  thirty  shillings 
each  for  setting  two  days  an<l  a  half  to  examine  thirteen  lories 
taken  at  ^lonkton  in  l^Iay,  1777,  which  amount  to  seven 
pomuls  and  ten  shillings.  , 
Aki.inoto.v,  22d  Jan.  1779. 

Thomas  CmrrKNDON. 

To  Ira  Allen,  Esq.,  Treasiu'er. 

R<:ceivcd  Jan.  22d,  1779,  of  Ira  Allen  seven  pomids  ten 
Hhillings. 

Thomas  Tuttuk." 
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"  A  Pay  Koll  of  n  party  of  men  under  tJie  coinmnnd  of  Jnnies 
Bentley  in  taking  13  Tories  in  Monkton  on  tlieir  way  to  Can- 
ada viz.  Benj.  Cole  and  his  party  and  for  bringing  them 
before  tlie  Committee  at  Neshobe  and  guarding  tliem  to  Ticon- 
deroga : 

CaIT.  JAMha  BeNTI.KY,     .IaMM  BKNTlJ^n',  Jk., 

WiNcnir  lloiT,  T1C0MA8  ]}entley, 

JouN  BisHor,  Daniel  Foot, 

KlOliAKI)  JiAKNUM,  IsKAKL  EvEKIST, 
JkhIKL  (^^►XIOKY,  SoiX)MON  StoRY, 
 ItoAI),                     KOAH  StKONO, 

Pnii.ii'  iHMvr,  EusHA  Webster, 

"  "       Jr.,  JOSEI'H  BAJiKER, 

"Wii.i.iK  IIoi'kins,  Timothy  BAitKER, 

Samuel  Blodoett,         Jesse  Tuttle, 
SiDRONs  Bi-ODOi-rrr,        Orio  (or  Ori)  Buck. 

The  pay  of  tlic  above  was  £00.  Os.  Od. 

KecM  Arlington,  Oct.  3d,  1778,  of  Ira  Allen,  Treasurer, 
XIH).  Its.  ]j.  M.,  it  being  the  contents  of  the  Avithin  i)ay  roll. 

James  Bentlkv,  Capt." 

]^Ii]itary  t)])crations  on  a  very  extensive  scale  had  been 
]>liiniic(l  by  the  ]>ritish  ^linistry,  for  the  year  1777.  The  cam- 
jmign  WHS  o])eiied  in  the  north,  by  the  advance  of  General 
Burgoyiic  from  Canada,  with  a  well  equipped  ai*niy  of  ten 
thoiisiiiid  men,  of  whom  a  large  number  were  savages,  one 
(•(ir]>s  n  iifgadc  torios  and  one-half  German  hirelings.  This 
fnniiidiiMc  lurcc  wiis  gradually  aj)j)roaching  Ticonderoga  which 
was  u(  (  ii|(i(  (l  by  about  two  thousand  tive  Imndred  and  forty 
c<iiif iiiciital  tn)()|»s  commanded  by  Gen.  St.  Clair.  I'liis  oflicer 
immciliatcly  called  for  reinforcements,  that  he  im'ght  be  able  to 
check  the  advance  of  the  enemy  and  save  that  inilitiiry  post. 
On  the  r)th  of. July,  Col.  Warner  joined  him  with  nine  hundred 
militia  hastily  collected  mostly  from  Vermont ;  but  tlie  garrison 
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\]\m  rcinf«m'c<l  cotild  luinlly  expect  to  stniul  against  the  well 
n]ijK)inte<l  nnny  of  Gen.  J?ur«;()ync.  On  tlie  morning  of  tlio 
r»tli,  hef<in<  (Inyliglit,  the  AniericanB  abandoned  the  forr,  all  the 
ennnon,  most  of  tlie  ]>rovisions  and  military  stores,  whieh  fell 
into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy,  and  retreattnl  towards  Castleton. 
(^)l.  Warner  with  the  rear  gtiard,  consisting  of  tliree  regiments, 
was  overtaken  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  at  Ilubbardton,  liy  a 
pnrsning  jmrty  of  British  troojis  commanded  by  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Frazier,  and  a  severe  battle  ensned,  the  resnlt  of  which 
wm  for  a  consideral)le  time  do\d)tfnl;  but  the  British,  receiving 
roinfon'enienff,  renewed  the  attack  with  incrrem'd  vigor,  and 
the  Americans  being  overpowered  by  numbers  were  rojited  at 
overy  i)oint,  n  ]»art  fleeing  8outh  into  Cjistleton,  others  escaping 
over  tho  mouiitniji  into  I'ittsford. 

In  this  engagement  tho  Americans  lost,  in  killed,  wounded 
and  prisoners,  three  hundred  and  twenty -four;  the  British  loss,* 
in  killed  and  wounded,  was  estimated  at  one  lumdrod  and 
eighty-three. 

Tho  day  on  which  irubbardton  battle  occtjrrod  was  ono 
of  great  excitement  in  Pittsford.  It  wjis  well  known  that  Bur- 
goync,  with  a  powerful  army,  wjih  about  to  invest  Ticonderoga, 
and  that,  with  tho  fall  of  that  fortress,  Pittsford  and  other 
frontier  towns  woidd  bo  ex]>osed  to  the  incursions,  not  only  of 
the  British,  but  of  their  allies,  tho  Tories  and  Indians.  And 
the  lively  discOiargo  of  musketry  at  Ilubbardton,  which  was 
distinctly  heard  in  Pittsford,  told  but  too  plainly  tliAt  the  tirst 
great  ol)sta(Oe  to  Burgoyne's  ])rogress  had  ]>een  overcome  and 
that  tho  conflict  had  l)een  brought  to  the  ver\'  borders  of  the 
townshi|).  Should  the  Americans  bo  defeated  in  tliis  cngage- 
nu^if,  the  enemy  might  be  exi)eeted  to  sweep  througli  tho 
town,  sj)reading  destruction  and  ruin.  Every  eye  was  tiuMied 
towards  Ilubbardton,  and  the  j)eoplo  were  nmning  hither  and 
tliithcr,  eager  to  catch  tlie  earliest  tidings  fron;  the  scene  of 

•  A  i)ftrl  of  tlic«c  were  GcriiiniiH  In  the  lirltish  ticrvlcc. 
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confli(^t.  Thus  the  hours  wore  nwiiy  in  fearful  suspense,  till  n 
few  fugitives  from  tlic  bloody  field,  rushing  over  the  inountnin, 
revealed  tlie  sad  disaster  whicli  had  hefallen  tJie  American 
arms.  Few  of  tlie  iiduihiUmts  of  Pittsford  sle]>t  in  their  houses 
that  night.  Ex]>eeting  every  moment  an  attack  by  jdundering 
]>arties  from  the  I'ritish  army,  or  by  their  more  l"erocious  allies, 
tlie  Indians,  who  were  known  to  be  hovering  in  the  vicinity, 
they  secrefcil  or  carried  with  them  their  most  valuable  personal 
effects,  and  betook  themselves  to  the  woods  where  the}'  awaited 
in  painful  suHj)ense  the  a])proach  of  morning.  And  then  while 
the  women  and  children,  with  a  few  of  the  jnore  timid  and 
feeble,  fled  southward,  some  to  Clarendon,  others  to  Shaftsbury 
or  Bennington,  and  a  few  to  Fort  Edward  on  the  Hudson; 
others,  moi-e  courageous  and  well  armed,  went  over  the  moun- 
tain into  IIul)l)ardton  and  assisted  in  gathering  up  and  burying 
the  remains  of  the  dead  upon  the  battle-ground.* 

Many  interesting  incidents  touching  the  flight  of  the  inhab- 
itants are  related.  'As  they  cojild  cany  away  oid}'  a  few  of 
tlieir  domestic  utensils,  many  of  these  were  secreted  at  some 
distance  from  their  dwellings,  which  they  supposed  would  bo 
pillaged  by  the  enemy.  Mrs.  J>u(rk,  (widow  of  Isaac,)  in  her 
haste,  threw  an  iron  kettle  and  some  pewter  dislies  into  tlie 
swal(!  just  east  of  her  house,  and  with  her  children  escaped  to 
(Clarendon.  On  returning,  a  few  weeks  after,  these  articles 
could  not  be  found  ;  hnt  in  1838,  after  having  lain  there  sixty- 
one;  years,  they  were  found  by  Simeon  Smith,  in  digging  a  ditch 
through  tliat  swale,  and  identified  by  Alfred  Buck,  then  living.j 

S<»m(!  of  the  families  returned  to  the  towns  from  which  they 
luul  emigrated.  (Jajit.  Henjamin  Cooley  ])laced  his  wife  upon  a 
hor.'^c,  and  having  two  c]ii](h"en,  he  j)ut  one  in  each  of  two  lias- 
ket.-'J  which  were  susj>ended  one  on  eitlier  side  of  tlie  animal,  and 

•  llcud.-,  •«  MS. 

•Mr.  IliK  K  iiiiiclia.^cil  lliU  kctllo  of  Mr.  Piiillli,  niiil  1(  wn.i  kept  In  llio  Hiirk 
fiiiiiilj  K"iii'- vi-.irn  11^  11  inciiic-iilo  of  lli:it  olden  Iliuc,  Mr.  Siiiltli  ri  liiliicil  a  ])i  «lcr 
(linli.  \\  .in  !u  (  iil(  iii:ill  v  iiii  llrd  on  llic  hIovi-  homh-  yiMi  n  iilli  rw  iirifs. 

J 'rii'--t-  li:i»Krl.,,  ciilli-d  pioneer  li^l-kels,  wer<-  ulioul  lliree  feel  Ion:;,  tweiilv 
lni  lie«  Idr  and  loin lein  Inelien  deep,  :ind  Inid  Ih  <i  Inde-.  on  eillii-r  hide,  I)cnu4itli 
lliv  rilu,  to  receive  Ntrai)B  by  which  they  were  bUijieudcU  from  lliu  saddle. 
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in  tlm  wny  lie  awoini)auit'<.l  theiu  to  Greeuwi(rh,  Ins  imtivo 
tovnx.  Tlioru  the  luiiiily  remained  some  inonthe,  but  Mr. 
CixileV  retiiriK'il  to  I'ittjii'ord  to  assist  his  fellow-townsuien  in 
defeiuhnj;  tlieir  posstv^sions.  Before  escaping,  thcv  liid  their 
e(M)kiii^  utvnsils  in  the  cove  near  the  house,  hut  fliesc;  eouhl 
never  allerwunls  he  I'oiuuh 

Stephen  Jenner  and  family  returned  to  Stevenstown,  Mrs. 
Jenncr  and  ehiUl  on  horseback,  and  Mr.  Jenner  acx-ompanving 
them  on  foot ;  and  there  tJiey  remained  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
Kdwurd  Owen,  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  after  a  journey 
of  nearly  two  days,  reached  Fort  Edward.  Sjunuel  Waters 
mul  family  lied  to  Shaftiibury  ;  Sanuiel  Kllswctrth  and  I'amily  to 
Arlington."  The  families  that  renuiined  in  the  town  did  not 
ventiu'e  to  sleep  in  their  houses  for  several  successive  nights,  as 
they  were  fearful  (»f  being  atUieked  by  the  Indians  and  killed 
or  carried  into  captivity. 

The  men  from  Pittsford  who  assisted  in  burying  the  dead 
after  the  battle  of  Ihd)bardton  were  soiiujwhat  successful  in 
(H)llecting  the  debris  of  the  battle-lield,  Jis  will  a]ipear  from  the 
following  menjorandum  found  in  the  archives  of  the  State  at 
Montpelier: 

•Trri'sKoKi),  August  11,  1777. 

Memorandum  of  receipts  given  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Pitls- 
ford,  and  the  number  of  Guns  brought  in  by  the  persons  whose 
luimes  are  here  mentioned.  Guns  nuirked  with  the  letters  as 
follows : 


Cnpt.  I'vU'i;  Hiiiiilcrliitid 

No.  of 
Uiinn. 

No. 
Itayonotn. 

0 

Curtrldgo 

KOXOK. 

0 

Numbor  kept  honldo  tho 
forct'olnj;  turned  over 
to  lliu  Slato. 

l.lctil.  Munu*  CJIii>(iIcu<1 

<>. 

» 

4 

S 

3  UuiiH. 

Huiiiiu-I  WInul 

^v. 

4 

•> 

0 

.liiiiiilliJiii  Uowlry 

X. 

» 

1 

0 

8  " 

Joniillinii  Hwclt 

H. 

7 

5 

Aiuirl  Kluiicliaiil 

». 

0 

0 

ElK;nc/.iT  Drury 

1>. 

11 

5 

0 

Anroii  I'lirnoiiH 

I', 

» 

8 

0 

7  " 

Ailuiiljiili  lirookx 

», 

H 

0 

1 

Totnl, 

01 

27 

8 

14 

•tininufl  Moutuj{ue,  noun  iliuc  titforc,  bud  fled  lo  Bonnlngtou. 
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The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Olnistead's  bill : 
"  St-ate  of  Vermont  to  Moses  Oliiistcad  Dr. 

To  nine  Guns  found  on  the  ground  after  the  battle 
was  fought  at  II ublmrdton  in  Jidy,  1777,  which  Guns 
I  delivered  to  ^laj.  .loseph  Taylor  for  the  use  of  the 
Stato  after  my  trouble  eonveying  them  to  Pittsford  at 
three  dollars  per  each  Gun,  $27.00 

The  following  entry  is  found  uyon  the  Treasurer's  records: 
*' June  1 5,  1 778.    There  wius  i>aid  to  Moses  Olmstead  . 
by  order  of  the  Governor  for  Guns  delivered  to  Joseph 
Taylor  for  us-e  of  St^ite,  ^  £8  2h. 

The  other  persons  who  delivered  guns  to  the  State  wero 
])aid  in  the  same  ]iroportion. 

After  the  alarm  oc<tasioned  by  the  near  approach  of  the 
<'neniy  liad  subsided,  the  most  of  the  nuile  inhabitants  of  I'itts- 
ford  who  had  fled  from  their  homes,  returned,  and  their  lirst 
care  was  to  ]»repare  a  pla(;e  of  refuge  to  which  they  might 
repair  wlicnever  threatened  with  an  attack  by  the  enemy.  Tiie 
plac(!  selected  was  the  residi-iice  (j^  AVilliam  Co.\,  on  the  east 
liank  of  Otter  Creek.  This  was  surrounded  by  a  high  brcast- 
w<»rk  of  hendock  logs  set  endwise  in  the  ground,  and  on  the 
west  side  this  Mork  was  carried  down  tlie  bank  into  the  channel 
of  the  creek  which  sui>jtlied  the  inmates  witli  an  abundance 
of  iVcsli  water.  In  l(»r:n  tlie  enclosure  was  nearly  s(|uare, 
and  conlaiiied  !il)Out  tlirce-l'ourths  of  an  acre  of  ground,  in  the 
(•enter  (if  wliicli  was  the  log  dwelling  which  took  the  i)liice  of  a 
block-lioiise.  Tliis  work  was  accoinjilislied  " l)y  the  comltined 
vohnitiiry  eflorts  of   tlu;  neiglilioring   inhabitants*   for  their 

•'I'lmt  llii-  SiHic  (11(1  Honirtliiii;,'  IowuhIm  Hlr(ii(;tliciiliij,'  Iliis  lort  in  177s  will 
0|>|M-ur  I'V  llic  liill(i«  in;;  ; 

•'  Sliilc  (il  \'(  i  ni'inl,  Dr. 

'I'll  .lonMtliiin  Uowlcy  (if  I'ilthford  f<ir  Hcrvicc  (l(inc  in  llic  year  177^*. 
'I'll  line  iliix'i.  wiM  k  111  liin  M(in  and  l\V(i  v«l<<' <if  oxen  drawing;  liniluT  f(ir 

llif  li.rl  111  l'lii,.|(ird  "  X'O— 7»— 0 

Ti>  "Mr  i|:i\'»  \MirK  ill  lilni»(;lf  and  lanoc  followin}^  ii  ecout  for  Lleul. 

Ill'lUln  O-f)— 0 

0-lL'— (I" 

Till-  iiIm.m-  Mil  ||.,»  Ihr  (dlldwin;;  tnd(irncniint  : 
"  Trr.Kiiiri  r'n  ( )lliic.  , 

Iti  i  riiril  iiu- M  vrnlli  of  March  17S1,  the  wllhin  account  in  full  fur  lunutliau 
Unwli-y  in  ."iliilc  Nolc.  JoU.N  MoTT." 
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mntunl  wvnritv  njjainst  tlio  stuldon  nttncks  of  roaniinp;  parties 
of  Indians  atid  Hritisli,  piloted  liy  tlie  dotestible  rciiegjite 
Tories,  familiar  with  ev(<rv  road,  Itv-pafli.  log  house  and  and)usli 
in  the  sftllcnicnts."  This  was  afterwards  named  Fort  Mott, 
from  Mr.  .lohn  Mott  who  'ol'len  ac^ted  as  (rommandcr  of  tlioso 
<M)lh'cl«>ii  within  it,  and  whoso  resideiKH'  was  near  where 
I^)renzo  Dver  now  lives,  witliin  tlie  limits  of  Nesliobe. 

I''rom  this  ])erio<l  to  the  close  of  the  war  the  inhabitants  of 
I'ittsford  saw  ])eriloiis  times.  The  Indians,  instif^ated  by  tho 
lirilish,  were  almost  eontinnally  lurking  in  the  vicinity,  ready 
nt  any  moment  to  ||kc  advantage  of  the  defenwless  condition 
of  the  inhabitants,  to  carry  into  execution  their  scheines  of 
plun<ler  and  devastation.  And  tliis  having  in  former  years 
been  their  favorite  hunting-ground,  they  were  familiar  with 
every  ])art  of  it,  and  not  unfrequently  they  were  guided  by  a 
despicable  set  of  Tories,  who  undeivtood  tho  exact  location  and 
condition  of  every  family  in  the  townshiji,  Ljito  in  September  of 
this  year  the  Indians  seized  two  boys,  .lose])h  and  John  Kowley, 
the  former  aged  fifteen  y^lrs  aiid  tho  latter  eleven  years,  sons 
of  Jonathan  Rowley,  and  carried  them  prisoners  to  Canada. 
A  few  ilays  later  the  same  or  another  ])arty  of  Indians  ca])tured 
two  lads  ill  "Whipple  Hollow,  viz.:  Gideon  and  Thomas  Sheldon, 
tiflccn  and  thiilccii  years  of  age  respectively,  sons  of  Gideon 
Sheldon.  In  this  iiistanc(!  the  boys  were  returning  to  the  barn 
with  an  o.\  team  loaded  with  grain;  the  Indians,  api)roaching 
stealthily,  nia([('  them  jirisoiiers  and  then  proceeded  to  tho 
house.  As  they  entered  the  door  Mv:<.  Sheldon,  the  mother  of 
the  two  hoys,  in  her  fiigiit  sprang  out  of  a  back  window.  The 
Iiidiiiiis  seareiied  tiie  house,  took  the  only  spare  dress — a  calico 
«»iie  — b(;longiiig  to  Alls.  Sheldon,  and  a  web  from  the  loom, 
partially  woven,  and  retreated  with  their  j»risoneis  and  booty. 
Mr.'^.  Sheldon  folluwe*!  some  lilth;  distance  and  entreated  them 
to  i,'i\c  lip  her  sons  bill  tliev  refused. 

The  house  of  I'"eli\  l'^)Well  Was  attacked  in  the  night.  J\Ir. 
I'owell  was  al)MMit,  imt  Airs.  Towell  apprehending  an  attack 
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lind  fled  into  a  thick  chistcr  of  buslies  in  tlie  vioinity,  and  wliile 
there  tlie  liouse  was  jduiidered  and  burnt.  In  full  view  of  the 
burning  residence  slie  was  delivered  of  a  child,  before  morning. 

Intelligence  of  these  outrages  rapidly  spread,  and  a  com- 
pany of  soldiers  was  soon  sent  to  j>rotect  the  i!dud)itant8  and  if 
])ossible  to  recover  the  caj^tives.  This  force  was  under  the 
command  of  Abraham  Salisbury. 

Tiie  following  is  the  ])ay-roll  of  Ca]>t.  Salisbury's  company 
on  Otter  Creek,  raised  in  Clarendon  by  advice  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  and  ])rincij)al  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  AVal- 
lingford.  Clarendon,  Kutland  and  Pittsford,  on  being  alarmed 
by  the  enemy  coming  to  Pittsford,  taking  some  prisoners  and 
plundering  some  houses.  Capt.  Salisbury's  company  came  to 
Tittsford  Oct.  17,  1777,  and  went  away  the  25th  of  the  same 
month : 


Capt.  A.  Salisbury, 

Benj.  Foster, 

"     Thomas  Sawyer, 

Oliver  Arnold, 

Sergt.  Jose])h  Smith, 

Jesse  Place, 

"     Jedidiah  .lackson. 

John  Squire, 

"     .labez  "Weaver, 

Amah  Brooks, 

"     Zebidiah  Green, 

]*eter  Tarbox, 

Clerli,  Asable  lilanchard, 

Js^.tirnl  Place, 

Sylvanus  Brown, 

Abadiah  (iill. 

NfK'l  Totter, 

William  Hounds, 

Kbene/.er  White, 

Joseph  Parker, 

Sanmcl  Waters, 

Obediah  Edwards, 

Thos.  Tuttle, 

Jona.  Eddy, 

.Iac()lt  Tatridgc, 

Silas  Whitney, 

Ncliciiiiaii  Angell, 

"         "  Jr., 

Willi.iiii  (!ox, 

Penj.  Stevetis,  .Ir., 

Abel  Spencer, 

Janu's  Stevens, 

Tlius.  ('urtis, 

Joseph  Williams, 

M<1\\  aid  ( )\vcn, 

Joel  Ko.-ter, 

Daniel  Niles, 

Peter  Eddy, 
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Tlios.  Kddy,  M«irk  Jcney, 

lx!vi  Cnlv  in,  Jonah  Ives, 

David  Warner,  ISewton  Drnrv, 

Azariali  Brooks,  Khene/.er  Cooley, 

tlanifh  Hounds,  James  Kdwards, 

i\Iallie\v  Cox,  Daniel  Stevens, 

Noali  Jiiisli,  Abel  Stevens, 

Aaron  JJush,  Sanniel  AVillianis, 

Wallis  Sntiierland,  Joseph  Jaekson, 

ISathnel  Skelter,  K/.ekiel  Clark, 

•lames  Smith,  Klihn  Allen. 

This  company  alterwards  received  of  the  State  aifi  eonii>cn- 
Hiition  lor  Hervici'H  on  this  occasion,  £.'17 — 7s — lid. 

The  Sheldon  boys  were  carried  to  Canada  where  Thomas, 
the  yonnj;er,  bein;^  u  leebl(>  child,  died  in  captivity,  b\it  Gideon 
and  the  Kowley  boys,  after  a  lew  months  confinement,  were 
released  and  returned  home. 

The  batlh"  of  Bemiinj^ton  on  the  l(!tli  of  Anj^nst  was  a 

severe  blow  to  tlu'  haughty  Biir;^oyne,  and  pive  him  some  idea 

of  tlie  spirit  of  tlie  people  with  whom  he  had  to  (rontinul ;  and 

tli(!  two  battles  ol'  Stillwater,  a  lew  weeks  later,  so  crippUid  his 

army  that  he  Mas  not  only  incapacitiiled  lor  a<;<;ressive  o])era- 

tions,  but   lor  del'endinir  his  ])osition  ;  and  on  the  17th  of 

October  he  was  compelled  to  surrender  to  the  American  eom- 

mand(!r.    On  reccivini;  iiilcUif^ence  of  the  fate  of  JJiu-goyne, 

(ten.  ('arlton  ordered  all  the  ])osts  south  of  the  ]>rovinc(!  line 
* 

to  b(>  abandoned.  In  eoulormity  to  this  order,  Ticonderoj^a 
was  evacuated  about  the  middle  of  iS'ovember.  'J'lie  rear  of 
the  rcticatin^  ^airisctu  was  overtaken  and  attacked  by  a  coin- 
piiiiy  <if  rangers  under  the  command  of  (>a])t.  Kbene/.cr  Allen 
wllli  the  lesiilt  of  a  loss  to  the  enemy  ol"  forty-nin(!  Jiien  who 
were  taken  jirisoncrs,  as  well  as  more  than  one  hundred  horses, 
twelve  y(ik(r  of  oxen,  lour  c(»ws  and  three  boats. 

This  alhiir  terminated  nnlitary  operations  in  the  northern 
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(lepartmeiit  for  the  your  1777,  ajid  I'ittslord,  witli  other  frontier 
towns,  heinj;  reh'eved  from  the  ]>resenee  of  the  enemy,  many 
of  tlie  inliahitants  tliereof  Mho  had  heen  (h'iven  from  their 
lionies,  rctiirn('<l  and  gathered  tht-ir  croiis  of  liay  and  frrain, 
ihoiij^li  the  most  of  tluse  were  in  a  damaged  condition. 

It  is  very  nnich  to  I>e  reirrctfed  that  thi;  ree<>rds  of  tlie  town 
thron<;li  tliis  evenftnl  |>('i"io<l  ^honhl  liave  heen  destroyed,  for  if 
oxistinu  tliev  would  douhtless  reveal  to  nt*,  in  clearer  li^ht  than 
can  now  jtossihly  he  done,  the  lahors,  sacrili<"es  and  nameless 
trials  of  the  early  inhabitants,  not  only  in  det'enee  o\'  their  homes, 
hut  in  aid  of  the  conmion  cause. 

The  oidy  record  in  existence  relatinj^  to  military  ufhiirs  up 
to  the  ])eriod  which  this  history  has  now  reached  is  lound  in 
the  proceedings  of  a  J'loprietor's  meeting  held  at  the  houBC  of 
Jolin  Barnes,  Juno  15,  1770.    The  following  is  n  co])y  : 

"Voted  that  over}'  poll  in  town  pay  one  dollar  for  u  etock 
of  powder  to  he  left  in  town. 

Voted  that  the  connnitte(^  of  safety  take  care  to  sec  that 
the  above  vote  is  carried  into  exe(uition." 

Of  the  men  who  composed  this  Committee  of  Safety  we 
have  no  knowleclge,  hut  that  there  were  such  committees  clioscn 
in  the  several  towns  from  year  to  year,  there  can  he  no  doubt, 
as  allusion  is  frequently  Jiiade  to  thcjii  in-the  records  of  the  ])ro- 
cecding  of  the;  ('(tuncil  of  Safety,  lioard  (tf  War,  and  J'uhlic  (Con- 
ventions. The  duties  of  these  town  eonnnittees  are  Bet  forth  in 
j>art  hy  the  following  circular: 

(^(liiiicil  of  Safety^  jXov.   IH,  1777. 

/t<  Ki>lr<<l,  That  it  he  recommended,  and  it  is  herchy  recom- 
mcmlcd,  to  the  ( 'oiniiiit tee  of  Safety,  of  each  town  in  this 
Slal;',  to  take  iiiiiiicdialcly  under  their  examination,  all  pcrxms 
who  have  liccu  In  the  eiicmv,  or  such  as  are  <lccme<l  eneniics 
to  llicir  country  ;  c.k  li  ( 'oinniitlcc  taking  undt  r  tlicir  examination 
the  pcr.-on-.  Ix  longing  to  their  own  t(jwn, — ancl  in  such  town 
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whore  uo  coininittee  is  appointed  to  call  the  ai^sistance  of  the 
neighboring  coniniittee.  No  person  to  Ik;  tried  short  of  tho 
nuinluT  of  seven  or  more  eoniniitteenien,  selected  from  three 
different  committees.  In  case  any  such  jierson  or  ]>orsons 
cjinnot  satisfy  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  wliicli  they  Wlong, 
and  obtain  their  liberty  to  remain  at  Lome  under  proper 
restrictions,  to  send  such  i)erson8,  forthwith,  to  this  Council, 
with  their  crimes,  in  writing,  and  evidences  to  sup[)ort  tho 
char<re8  against  them. 

The  ('onncil  further  recommend  to  the  i*espectable  Com- 
mittees of  Safety,  in  this  State,  to  be  ever  mindful  of  the  wor- 
thy aiul  laudable  example  set  us  by  his  Excellency  General 
AVashington,  and  the  good  peo])le,  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey ; 
always  bearing  in  mind  to  consider  the  weak  cjii)acitie8  of 
numv  who  have  been  afri^htened  into  a  subnussion  to  General 
Jhirgoyne,  iScc. — after  which,  seeing  their  error,  confess  their 
fault,  and  are  willing  to  defend  their  country's  caiisc,  at  tho 
risk  of  life  and  fortune. 

liy  order  of  Council, 

'j'lio.MAH  CnrrrKNDKN,  J^rcxidcnt. 

1*.  S.    iS'o  ])erson  w]iat(!ver,  included  in  articles  of  c^ipitulal ion, 
arc  to  bo  (tonsidered. 

JosKiMi  Fav,  Scc^y.'''' 

In  the  join-nal  of  this  Council  we  lind  the  following,  relat- 
ing to  tlirce  of  llic  I'ittsford  men  : 

'(III  II  CI  /,  J>citii'ni(/((>n,  Feb.  17,  1778, 

To  ('a]ij.  .loscpli  I'ouker — Sir: 

Wlicrcas,  complaint  is  made  to  tliis  Coimcil  I>y  Deacon 

•lolui  Hurnnp,  that  Closes  Olmsted,  .Ial)cz  ()lnistc(l  and   

<)wcn,  of  I'ittsfoid,  (lid  in  J)cccnibcr  last,  take  from  him 
al)init  twelve  Iiiindrcfl  weight  of  iron  which  is  detained  from 
liiiii;  he  therelbrc  desires  of  this  Council,  that  they  would 
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direct  iiim,  in  what  manner  lie  may  obtain  liis  j)roperty  again. 

Therefore,  tliis  Council  reconnnend  to  call  together  the 
members  of  the  several  committees  in  Kutland  and  the  neigh- 
boi-ing  towns,  to  tlie  nimiber  of  live,  to  judge  and  determine 
the  case,  depending  between  the  above  parties,  acct>rding  to 
justice  and  eijuity. 

By  order  of  Council, 

Thomas  CnrrTKNDKN,  Prcshhnty 

The  noble  efforts  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  New 
JInmpshire  Grants  in  favor  of  American  liberty,  as  exhibited  in 
the  bust  campaign,  and  the  a]>i>lause  which  such  efforts  had 
elicited  from  the  j>eo]de  of  other  States,  were  not  unnoticed  by 
tJie  ruling  classes  of  2sew  York.  And  it  is  not  unnatural  that 
tliey  should  supj)ose,  that  a  ])e()i)le  })0ssessed  of  such  coiu'ago 
and  energy  would  not  be  very  likely  to  yield  to  demands 
involving  snbmission  to  timt  State.  This  feeling  was  fully 
exhibited  in  th(!  General  Assenil)ly  of  New  York  in  February. 
A  series  of  resolutions  was  adopted,  jiroposing  to  the  inliabit- 
ants  of  the  New  ]lam])shire  Grants  certain  tenns  of  accommo- 
dation in  reference  to  their  land  titles,  which  terms  were  ofleivd 
(it  was  so  declared)  as  an  inducement  to  them  to  submit  (]uietly 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  that  State.  These  resolutions  were  made 
known  to  the  inhaltitnnts  by  jiroclamation  of  the  (iovernor 
February  tilUl,  1778  ;  and  at  first  view  they  have  the  apjtear- 
Mv.-v  of  candor  and  liberty;  but  in  reality  they  contained 
propo^als  for  coidirming  the  grants,  on  the  ])ayment  of  (certain 
spccilicd  tecs,  of  a  very  small  jiart  only  of  the  lands  that  were 
in  controvfi-sy.  They  ap|>li('d  only  to  such  lands  as  were  in 
aictual  posscssi(Mi  of  claimants  under  New  llanip>hiri'  a1  the 
lime  thes(!  lands  were  granted  by  New  York.  Now  the  grants 
ma<h>  by  New  ^'oi  k  wen;  at  a  very  early  date;,  and  a  very  large 
majority  of  iIk-  inhabitants  settled  on  these  lands,  after  grants 
of  tliem  had  been  niade  by  New  York,  and  obtained  their  titles 
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from  tho  •lovornmnit  of  Ncu'  llampsliiiT.     Again  then;  wero 
othors  \vlu»  lioiiostly  purcliaM'il  lands  and  held  tlicni  under 
tilh-s  dcrivrd  fri»ni  New  llani]«sliir(',  Imt  who  never  oecnuied 
tlnMn.    To  these  two  classes  no  secm'ity  was  ofi'ered  hv  the 
j>ro]»osals  of  the  New  York  ijovennnent,  hut  the  moment  tlu; 
jurisdiction  of  that  State  should  he  recognized  they  would  1)0 
<-oiii]>let<  ly  at  the  iiii-rcy  of  the  New  York  hind  speeulators. 
This  wius  well  understood  hy  the  elaimants  under  2sew  Ilanip- 
hhire,  and  served  only  to  strengthen  their  juxjudiees  against 
ihe  government  of  New  York.    The  ()riginal  resolutions  not 
having  the  intende<l  ell'ect,  the  New  York  Assemhly  thought  it 
0.\|><Mlient  to  pass  explanatory  resolutions,  in  which  they  bay 
"their  former  n'solves  had  heen  misrepresented  hy  some,  and 
inimuulerntood  hy  <»thers,"  and  they  proposed  to  suhmit  tho 
cju*o  of  ea<'h  claimant  "to  such  persons  as  the  Congress  of  tho 
Ilnitvd  States  shouhl  elect  or  ajipoint  for  that  purpose."  Thifl 
pro]»osid  waH  also  made  known  hy  proclamation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, (hited  Octoher  'M,   177S.    Ihit  this  aiTangement,  if 
iiurried  into  effect,  would  involve  each  settler  in  a  la\\-Buit,  tho 
oOHt  of  whicrh,  even  if  the  verdict  should  he  favorahle,  would 
<piitc  likely  he  disastrous  to  him.    It  Mas  a])])arent  that  no 
security  for  tin?  titles  under  New  JIampshire  was  to  he  expected 
from  th(^  govermnent  of  New  York,  and  thiit  in  order  to  pro- 
nerve  their  property,  it  woidd  Ix;  necessary  for  the  inhahit^mtH 
of  th(;  New  Hampshire  (Iraiits  to  "stand  ])y  and  maintain  their 
new  iStati!  orgimi/atioii."     'J'liis  action,  if  successl"ul,  would 
invalidal*'  the  New  Yoi'k  |)afents,  and  secure  jirotection  to  tho 
inhiihitnuts  in  tiieir  persons  and  projierty. 

l're\  ious  to  the  .•i(ljoiii  iiiiient  of  the  convention  in  .Tidy  it 
wiis  ordered  tliat  the  lirst  election,  under  the  constitution, 
sliould  lie  hoMeii  in  I)ecenil)er  following,  and  thai  the  (ieneral 
A>r>einhly,  tlins  elected,  slionld  meet  at  I'ennington  in  .limuary 
lii"^.  r>iit  military  opeiations  m>  engro'-sed  puhlie  attention, 
lliat.   iIk;   coiir^titntion   Was  not  |iriiited  scaMHiahly  to  iiave  the 
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election  liolden  in  December.  The  convention  was,  tliereforo, 
Piiminoned  by  the  Council  of  Safety  to  meet  at  AVindRor,  on 
tlie  24th  of  December,  1777.  This  body  assembled,  and  after 
revising;  the  constitution,  postponed  the  day  of  election  until 
tiie  first  Tuesday  of  ^farch,  1778,  and  the  sitting  of  the 
Assembly  until  the  second  Thui-sday  of  the  same  month.  Tlie 
ele(;tion  was  held  at  the  appointed  time,  and  the  1.^'gislaturc 
met  at  Windsor  on  Thursday,  the  12th  of  ^farch.  To  this, 
the  first  General  As.sembly  of  tlie  State  under  the  constitution, 
the  representative  from  Pittsford  was  Jonathan  J'^issett. 

"The  Assembly  divided  the  State  into  two  comities  by  the 
range  of  the  Green  Mountains,  that  on  the  west  side  being 
called  Bfcnnington,  and  that  on  the  east,  Cumberland.  Each 
county  WHS  divided  into  half  shires,  for  which  special  courts  con- 
sisting of  five  judges  each,  were  appointed  to  (continue  in 
otHce  until  county  officers  could  be  elected  as  ])rovidcd  t^r  by 
the  Constitution."  Rutland  shire  was  bounded  on  the  south 
by  the  north  line  of  Dorset  and  Tinmoutli,  and  tlu;  judges 
ajijiointed  for  this  shire  were  .Tosejih  liowker,  llebcr  Allen, 
Charles  Brewster,  John  Starks  and  Jonathan  Fasselt.  Among 
the  imj)ort«nt  acts  of  tliis  session  was  one  confiscating  tory 
el^tatcs.  The  Council  of  Safety  had  llie  jircvious  year  ordered 
tlie  confiscation  of  the  ])ersonal  jiropcrly  of  tories,  and  .loiiatluiu 
FasHctt,  of  Pittsford,  was  a])]>oiiited  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  8(!(piestration,  his  commission  being  dated  Nov.  28,  1777. 
But  this  year  the  General  Assembly  jiassed  (March  20th)  a  bill 
omjiowering  the  Governor  and  council  "to  act  respecting  tory 
lands  as  they  shall  judge  projier  or  advantageous  to  this  State, 
ami  do  justice  to  the  ])ersons  that  owned  saicl  lands."  Under 
this  bill  tory  estates  might  be  dis])osod  of  and  the  jn-ocecds  put 
int<»  the  treasury  of  the  State.  Agreeably  to  these  ])rovisions 
the  folhnving  estates  in  Pitt.sford  were  sold  by  James  C'laglioni, 
c^jmmispioner  of  c-oiiliscated  estates.  The  first  was  the  hoiiie- 
fit^jud  (one  hundred  and  ten  acres)  of  Koger  Stevens,  Jr.,  "which 
10 
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wm  forfoitcnl  to  tlic  Stato  l»y  liis  ImiwuuiMc  ooiuhicf,"  nud  sold 
Soi»t«.'inl>cr  JMli,  1778,  to  his  (uu'lc,  HiMijamin  ytevoiis,  \'uf  X',V,W. 
TIu'  MToiul  wiu-*  an  cstato  (two  liutKlrcd  and  twcntv  acres) 
bt'loiijiini;  to  Williniii  Marsh,  of  Manchester,  "  lorl'eited  hy  his 
treas()niiliU' con(hict,"  and  sold  ]X'ceniI)er  7,  I  778,  to  Kdwiird 
Harris  of  I^)ndonderrv,  K.  H.,  for  £500.  Tiie  third  was  a  lot 
(one  hundred  and  ten  acres)  l)elon<;in<jf  also  to  Itojjer  Stevens, 
.Jr.,  and  sold  February  8,  177i>,  to  dohn  Gilinore  of  London- 
derry, N.  11.,  for  £4r)5.  This  lot  "wns  bounded  south  on  lands 
of  the  heirs  of  Isjuic  Buck,  east  on  Otter  Creek,  north  on  land 
wiid  Claghorn  s<dd  to  Benjamin  Stevens,"  atid  a]i])cars  to 
luive  been  identical  with  the  farm  now  owned  hy  G.  and  F. 
llendec. 

The  experience  of  1777  served  to  show  the  necessity  of  a 
thorough  organization  of  the  militia;  for  though  the  frontier 
towKs  might  not  be  invaded  by  any  formidable  force,  yet  they 
were  continually  exposed  to  the  depredations  of  scouting  ])arlies, 
to  guard  against  which  it  was  necessary  to  have  the  nn'litia  in 
readiness  to  niarcli  at  the  shortest  ])(>ssible  notice.  Fnrly  in 
th(?  year  1778,  a  conijiany  was  organized  in  I'ittslbrd,  con- 
sisting  of  neai'ly  all  the  a]>led>odied  men  in  the  townshiji,  and  the 
following  were  tlie  olliccrs  duly  coiiiniissioned  : 

C(tj>((ini  — l>cnjamin  Cooley. 

J/mitciunit — I^foses  Olmstcad. 

KuHUjii — .laiMi's  Hopkins. 

This  company  was  attached  to  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  the 
State,  of  which  the  following  wen;  the  oHicers : 
Col  our  I — ( lideon  AVarren. 
Lx  iif.-  Citloiii  l — .lames  (Jhi<rliorn. 
j)fii}or — Natliii?ii(  l  Siiiitli. 
Adjiittiui   -Xjithaii  Smith. 
(^itHrti  riiKixli  r     (Jcorgc  Koot. 

I  lie  (•i)ii>taiit  Icnr  and  appii  licnsi(tn  of  the  people  will 
appear  from  \\\c  following: 
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"  LKTIER  FROM  GOV.  THOMAS  CHITTKNDEN  TO  OOL.  FLETCHER. 

Bennington,  13th  June,  1778. 
Sir  : — Inclosed  you  liave  niy  particular  order  for  drafting 
73  men  frojii  your  reginieut.    I  have  received  iutellif^euce  this 
nioniini?  hy  exjiress  from  Head  Quarters  nt  Kutlaml,  that  a 
pcout  of  500  of  the  enemy  arc  now  at  Crown  Point,  who  have 

just  returned  from  a  scal])in<;  tour  in  •  County  who 

have  hrouj^hf  with  them  a  eonsiderablo  luniiber  of   *  as 

it  (le]H'n<lcd  on  that  aftemjit  an  immediate  nttiick  on  our  ])08t 
at  Kiitland.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  lose  one  minute's 
time  in  executing  such  orders.  Pray  sir,  consider  the  distress 
of  the  poor  frontier  inhabitants  who  arc  hourly  in  jeopardy  of 
their  lives,  and  let  humanity  inspire  you  to  exert  every  faculty 
to  give  them  immediate  rOlief. 

I  am  sir,  your  humble  serv't, 

Thomas  Chittenden,  Capt.-Oen. 

Col.  Fletcher." 

In  the  month  of  !Mareh,  1778,  an  event  occurred  in  the 
town  of  Shclburne  which  ])roved  fatal  to  two  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Pittsford.  One  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  township,  Moses 
I'nisons,  liud  niistd  a  large  crop  of  wheat  tlie  previous  year, 
and  soon  after  it  \vas  harvested — on  the  aj^proach  of  the  British 
and  Indians  nj)  the  lake — he,  with  others,  deeming  it  unsafe  to 
n  iiiiiin  in  tluit  vicinity,  removed  to  another  j»art  of  the  State. 
Karly  in  ^larcli  the  following  year  he  returned  with  his  family 
to  S!i(dliunic,  and  under  tlie  protection^  and  with  the  nasistanco 
of  a  ctiuijiKny  of  armed  men  commanded  by  Ca])t.  Thomas 
Sau  vt  r  of  (,'larcndon,  att(!mpted  to  thresh  out  the  wheat  and 
secure  it.  Wliile  thcv  were  eniraged  in  this  work  .loslnui 
Woodward  of  Pittsford  and  Samuel  Danielst  made  n  journey  to 
Sliclliurnc  for  tlic  ]>ur])ose  of  ])urcha.sing  wheat,  and  were  under 

*  W'l  f.iiiiiil  tliln  Iclicr,  Willi  the  tilimks  liidlciitcd,  In  tlic  Sintc  nrchlvcti  at 
M..iil|..  hrr. 

'  .Mi.  l>.tiili-lii  had  roiiiovcd  from  I*lll«ford  to  Siill«ljurj'. 
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llio  ntH-onsitv  of  roiimiiiinfj  thronjrli  the  iii«:lit.  Apprclieiiding  nn 
nttnck  by  thv  tnrii«s  and  Iinlians,  Caj't.  Sawyer  and  his  men, 
mul  also  WixMlwanl  and  l)uiiifls,  hxlgod  witli  Parsons'  family 
ill  the  h>jr  liousr,  wliich  tlu'V  barricadcfl  and  rendered  secure  at 
overv  jM)int,  with  the  exception  of  one  window.  The  attack 
wax  made  that  nij;ht,  and  thnmijli  that  window  AVoodward  and 
Daniels  were  killed  at  the  lii-st  lire  of  the  enemy.  After  u 
severe  encn\niter  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  with  a  loss  of  one 
white  ollicer  and  one  Indian  chief  who  were  found  dead  in  the 
field,  besides  several  who  were  thrown  into  the  lake  through  u 
hole  cut  in  the  ice.  This  light  occurred  on  the  12th  of  March, 
1778,  and  of  those  comprising  Capt.  Sawyer's  little  band  not  a 
man  was  lost. 

"The  Ibllowing  day  Capt.  Sawyer  buried  the  bodies  of 
Woodward  and  Daniels,  also  of  the  two  men  picked  up  on  tJio 
field,  having  lirst  cut  from  the  nose  of  the  Indian  chief  his 
jewels,  and  secured  his  powder  liorn  and  bullet-pouch,  us 
troj)hies  of  his  victory."* 

^Military  operations  this  year  were  not  of  very  much  import- 
ance, being  mostly  limited  to  a  few  incursions  into  the  frontier 
towns  by  small  parties  of  Indians  and  lories,  but  it  is  not  known 
that  more  than  oiu;  of  tlicsc;  extended  as  far  as  Pitlsibrd.  In 
November  a  British  force  came  uj)  the  lake  as  far  as  'J'icon- 
doroga,  and  ravaged  the  towns  upon  the  shore  ;  and  a  small 
party  of  P»ritish,  Indians  and  tories  came  to  Pittsford,  but  the 
inhabitjints  remaining  in  the  town  had  n;ceived  timely  notice 
of  their  ai>proach,  and  were  collrctcd  in  l''or(  ]\Iott  prepared 
for  a  vigorous  defence.  'J'he  enemy  came  to  ihc  liouse  of. 
Uoger  Stevens,  Jr.,  which  was  oc<  iipicd  by  Mrs.  Stevens  and 
her  inl'aiit  daughter.  An  Indian  sei/.ed  tlie  eliild  and  was 
about  to  dash  its  head  against  the  stone  chimney,  liut  u])on 
being  inlbrnicd  that  the  father  of  tiie  child  was  in  the  I'ritish 


•  lllnlory  of  SiillMliury. 
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wrvicc,  he  Biiiiliiigly  liamlcd  it  to  its  motlicr,  and  the  wliolo 
party  <]uietly  tlopartod.  Tlie  iioar  approadi  of  the  enemy 
tiionnj^lilv  aroused  tlie  iiilial>itaiits  and  a  stroiiir  force  wjis 
iniincdiatfly  sent  in  pursuit.  Tluit  Tittsford  contributed  fully 
licr  share  of  men  will  ajipear  from  tlie  followinj^  : 

"Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  (-ooley's  company  in  Col.  "Warren's  Regi- 
ment of  militia  in  the  service  of  this,  and  the  United  States 
commencing  Isov.  8,  1778,  and  ending  the  13th,  both  days 
included. 


Namw. 

No.  of  Days. 

Wages  per  Month. 

Total. 

£.  B. 

£.  B. 

.IninoH  Ewlnpi, 

G 

2—10 

0—10 

t^ilns  Municr, 

G 

2—10 

0—10 

(>IiIl-oii  Coolcy, 

G 

2-10 

O-IO 

Ebonczcr  Drury, 

6 

2—10 

0-10 

Edward  Owen, 

6 

2—10 

0—10 

Nuboiiiiuh  Hopkins, 

6 

2—10 

0-10 

Ai<libel  IIo|ikln8, 

G 

2—10 

0—10 

Ebcnczcr  Lyinnn, 

0 

2—10 

0—10 

Hiiiniicl  Klldworlh, 

G 

2—10 

0-10 

Innic-l  Klldworth, 

G 

2-10 

0-10 

Hopkins  Uowk'y, 

G 

2-10 

0-10 

HIdliui  Ulod^ett, 

G 

2-10 

0—10 

licnjnniin  Slovene, 

G 

2—10 

0-10 

Kphnilin  8levc'na, 

0 

2—10 

0-10 

Aiiron  l'iir»on», 

6 

2-10 

0-10 

Deckmher  15,  1778. 
The  M'ithin  Pay  Roll  examined  and  approved  and  tlio  freas- 
urer  is  directed  to  pay  tlie  same  which  is  £8. 

TuoH.  Chittendkn. 

Date  al)uve,  re("eived  of  Ira  Allen,  Treiusm'er,  tlie  contents 
of  tliis  order  whicli  is  XS. 

Jamm  Ci.aohoun, 

JiKNJAMI.V   C<H>LEV,  Cdjltuhl 
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We  find  on  the  Pay  Roll  of  a  (•onii>aiiy  of  men  raised  in  a 
time  of  alarm  to  defend  the  frontiei-s  of  this  State — Capt. 
Thomas  Sawyer's  eonipany,  in  1778,  the  foUowinj;  names: 

Jonathan  Rowley,  entered  March  9,  discharged  JIareh  18. 
Matthew  Cox,  "  "  "  " 

James  Hopkins,         "  "  "  " 

These  men  received  their  pay  £2 — 14s — 0  each,  Decend)er 
28,  1778. 

The  continental  troops  having  been  withdrawn  froni  the 
State,  the  frontier  towns  were  particnlarly  exp()sed  to  the 
ravjigcrt  of  aJi  enemy  that  was  ever  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
their  defenceless  condition.  As  the  peojde  fonnd  themselves 
left  to  their  own  resources  for  jirotection,  on  the  'jr)th  of 
February,  1779,  through  their  rei»resentntives  in  general  Jissem- 
bly,  they  constituted  the  Governor  and  council  a  "  Hoard  of 
War  with  full  power  to  raise  any  number  of  men  that  they 
should  think  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  and  to 
make  any  necessary  preparations  for  the  oj>ening  campaign," 

Wo  copy  the  following  jtroceedings  of  the  Roard  of  War 
in  reference  to  I'ittsford  : 

J>OAKI>  OK  AVaK,  AhMNOTON,  ") 

March  \2,  1779.  \ 
Wl  lereas  this  state  is  a  frontier  to  the  nf)r(hern  cncmv,  it  is 
therefore  necessary  some  lines  shoidd  be  ascertainecl  where  this 
Btntxj  will  attempt  to  defend  the  inlinbitants.  'I'hcrefore,  Resolved 
that  the  north  line  of  Castleton,  th(>  west  and  north  lines  of 
Pittsford  to  the  foot  of  the  Green  I^Iountaius,  l»c  and  is  here])V 
eHtHl)liHhed  a  line,  bctw(>en  the  inlinbitants  of  tliis  state  and  iho 
en(!my — and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  living  to  the  north 
of  said  line  arc  directed  and  ordered  to  move  witli  flieir  families 
and  I'flects  within  said  lines.  This  iMuird  on  the  petition  of  the 
ildnibilantH,  do  also  recommend  the  inluibilnnts  of  Castleton 
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and  Piltslbrd  to  inunediately  erect  a  picket  Ibrt,  near  tlie  center 
o\'  the  inlialtitants  of  cadi  town — and  tliat  tlie  women  and 
children  (exce]>ting  a  few  near  the  fort,)  iiKjve  to  some  conven- 
ient place  south  and  that  the  men  with  such  ]>arts  of  their 
stocks  as  mav  lie  iicccssarv,  remain  on  tlu-ir  farms  and  work  in 
(:ollc(^tive  bodies  with  their  arms. 

The  following  is  a  co]>y  of  "Orders  to  Capt.  Thomas 
Sawyer  commanding  at  Foi  t  Jianger,*  dated  Arlington,  May 
14,  177!)  : 

The  design  and  objecrt  of  a  garrison's  being  kej>t  at  your 
]iost  is  to  ])revent  the , incursion  of  the  enemy  on  the  Korthern 
frontiers  and  to  ainioy  them  should  they  come  within  your 
reach;  as  there  are  two  other  Ibrts,  one  at  Castleton,  and  the 
other  at  J^ittsford,  dependent  on  yoiu's,  you  are  to  take  care 
that  tJiey  are  jiroperly  numnod  and  ju-ovided  pro})ortionuble 
to  your  strength  ut  Fort  Kanger.  You  will  keep  out  constant 
scouts  towards  the  lake,  so  as  to  got  the  earliest  intelligence  of 
the  motion  and  designs  of  the  enemy.  You  will  keoj)  the 
conmiantl  of  Fort  Kanger  and  the  other  forts  depending  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  me,  or  until  some  Continental  Olhccr 
shall  take  the  (rommand.  You  will  ]»ost  the  earliest  intelligence 
of  the  motion  of  the  enemy  to  me  and  guard  against  .surprise. 
Given  under  my  hand. 

Tnos.  Cnrn'K.NDKN,  C(/j>f.  6V;?." 

"We  have  already  stated  that  Fort  Mott  was  built  by  the 
cond)ined  voluntary  edbrts  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in 
1777,  and  that  it  was  after\Vards  strengthened  at  the  exjiense  of 
the  State  and  occupied  by  a  small  detachment  of  State  troojis. 
The  next  year  the  inlialtitants  of  the  town  j»resented  a  bill  to 
the  (»cnci-al  Ass(!nd»ly  tor  labor  and  other  exjienses  which 
attended  the  building  of  this  f(jrt.  The  assend)ly  a]>poiiited  a 
c'jmmittt-e,  consisting  of  .lose]i]i  ]>owkcr  and  Ko.swell  Post,  to 

•  Name  of  the  Fort  at  Kutlaiid. 
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examine  the  Mnicturo  nnd  to  inquire  into  the  justice  of  tlio 
cJnim.    The  folhuvinp  is  the  report  of  this  committee: 

Wo  the  Mihwrihers  beiui;  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Hon.  Genenil  Aatemhly  oi'  this  Stjito,  to  examine  the  cost 
c,X|>en(UHl  liy  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  I'ittsford  in  build- 
ing n  picket  I'ort  in  said  town,  liaving  l)een  to  Baid  fort  and 
exnn>ine<l  the  connnittee  tliat  was  appointed  by  wiid  town  to 
oversee  wiid  business,  and  likewise  examined  their  accounts. 

lieg  leave  to  report  that  it  is  our  opinion  tlie  labor  done  on 
wiid  picket  fort  is  not  char^'d  hij;hcr  than  is  reasonable,  and 
tlint  wiid  iU!COUJits  have  been  kci>t  re<jular. 

.losKPU    HoWKKK,  ^ 

lUmKKU.  IWr,    I  ^^*'«"""'ttco. 

October  1 77». 

Riitlund  wtiR  mnde  the  hendquarten*  of  the  State  troops, 
nnd  n  small  garrison  wm  kept  at  Fort  Alott,  but  whether  thitt 
pnrrison  wtw  maintained  wholly  or  oidy  in  part  at  the  exi)enso 
of  the '  State,  is  not  now  known.  As  this  fort  was  in  j)art 
neighborhood  ])roperty,  it  is  quite  likely  that  those  whose  inter- 
08t«  it  wjis  ])rimarily  desif^ned  to  ]»rotoct,  cxmtriluited  largely 
towards  its  sup])ort. 

In  May,  1770,  the  conimanch-r  at  Fort  !Mott  received 
information  that  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  was  conn'ng 
up  I.<ake  Champlain  to  annoy  the  settlers  in  that  vicinity;  and 
in  order  to  ^ificcrtain  the  truthfulncsR  of  this  re])ort  he  sent  a 
scouting  ]>arty,  consihting  of  Fjihraiiri  Ste])hen8,  comniander, 
Benjamin  Stevens,  .Ir.,  Kbeiiczcr  llojikins,  and  .lonallian  How- 
ley,  Jr.,  on  a  rcconiioitering  ex]»e(lition.  The  coiimuinder  of 
this  jtarty  had  orders  not  to  venture  acrons  the  lake,  l)ut  to  make 
every  dise<»very  that  could  ho  made,  in  that  vicinity,  without 
doing  it.  The  route  from  Fittsford  to  the  lake  was  nearly  north- 
west, between  twenty  and  tiiirty  miles,  througli  nearly  one 
continued  forest.    On  their  arrival  at  the  lake  nearly  o[)positc 
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to  tlie  Fort  nt  Ticojulcrogu,  tlie  ('oimnniidc'r  wns  dctoniiinod  to 
cross  over  notwithstanding  lie  was  forbidden  bv  liis  ordere  to  do 
so,  and  all  his  party  remonstrating  against  it,  yet  he  eould  not 
be  dissuaded,  and  at  that  jdaee  he  procureil  a  canoe  and  jiassed 
over  to  the  Fort,  where  they  spent  some  time  in  visiting,  and 
reeonnoitering  in  that  vicinity,  without  discovering  any  signs  of 
the  Indians.  'J'hev  were  induced  t.>  venture  further,  an<l  accord- 
ngly  went  on  board  of  their  C4in<H',  and  ]>roceedcd  down  the 
lake  as  far  as  ]?asin  Jlarbor,*  where  they  nuule  a  landing. 
After  examining  the  shore  for  some  distance  u]i  and  down  the 
lake,  and  back  into  the  forest,  they  beconje  satisfied  that  there 
were  no  savages  in  that  vicinity  and  returned  to  their  canoe. 
AVhen  they  had  started  out  some  little  dist^mce  from  the  shore, 
feeling  inclined  to  show  their  courage,  as  they  had  gone  thus 
far  without  discovering  the  Icjist  trace  of  an}'  enemy,  they  con- 
cluded to  give  one  salute  by  discharging  all  their  pieces.  To 
their  astonishment  the  echo  of  their  guns  had  but  little  more 
tlian  returned  to  them,  before  a  party  of  some  fifteen  or  si.xteen 
Indians  aj)pe4ired  on  shore,  on  the  very  spot  of  land  which  they 
had  just  left,  aTid  their  lender  called  out,  "If  you  wish  to  sjivo 
yom-  lives,  surrender  and  come  on  shore."  Stevens  and  his 
men  disregarded  the  command  and  inished  out  into  the  lake 
amidst  a  shower  of  bullets,  none  of  which,  however,  took  effect, 
and  tlicy  were  soon  out  of  range.  The  hostile  i>arty  sj>rang 
into  a  canoe  whidi  tlie  Americans  had  not  discovered  and  began 
the  cliasc.  An  Indian  lay  upon  his  belly  in  the  bow  of  the 
boat,  an<l  as  others  loaded  the  guns  and  ]>assed  them  along  to 
him,  he  wjik  (!nal)led  to  re])eat  his  shots  iai)i(lly  and  at  the  same 
time  witli  deliberate  aim.  For  a  time  these  shots  ])roved  hanii- 
Ichs ;  but  at  length  young  Kowley  who  sat  in  the  stern  of  the 
retreating  craft,  steering  it,  received  a  shot  in  the  back  of  tlie 
head.    He  fell  so  suddenly  dead  from  his  seat  that  his  oai"s  and 


•  'I  liln  l-i  oiii-  of  tlic  1i<-Kt  liiirborH  on  the  lake,  iind  in  Hiliinlcd  on  tlic  caslcrly  shore 
lu  lilt:  loiMi  oi  Kfrrlhlnir;;li,  and  three  niilce  north  of  the  southwe.-.t  corunr  of  it. 
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hat  fell  into  the  lake.  His  companions  |»liod  their  oars  \\-it]i 
ru(l(»ul)le<l  eiuTjxy,  lioping  to  reacli  the  opposite  tJiore  and 
escape,  lint  tinding  their  pursuei'S  gaining  upon  them,  they 
<KHM<led  to  siuTender  juid  trust  themselves  to  the  meroy  ol"  their 
<'aptors.  Tlie  Jntlian-s,  when  they  came  nj),  with  a])parent  hten»- 
ness,  cunnnanded  tiio  i)risoner6  to  leap  from  their  own  cjmoe 
into  theirs,  AVlien  they  had  done  this,  one  Indian  sjming  into 
the  prisoners'  canoe,  and,  before  their  eyes,  took  the  scalp  from 
the  head  of  the  dead  man  ;  and  when  he  had  returned  to  tJio 
Indians'  hoat,  the  other,  with  tlie  dead  num  in  it,  was  turned 
bottom-side  up,  and  left  to  lloat  wherever  the  winds  should 
drive  it.  The  Indians  then,  with  their  prisoners,  directed  their 
way  back  to  the  eastern  shore,  and  inunediately  conuncnced 
tJieir  nnin-h  into  the  wilderness.  When  they  had  encamped  for 
the  night,  the  prisoners  soon  perceived  tJuit  their  feelings  were 
about  to  be  harrowed  and  torn  beyond  anything  tliey  had  ever 
exj>erienced.  They  beheld  with  horror  the  scalp  of  their  com- 
rade stretched  upon  the  top  of  a  ])ole,  and  tliey  were  com- 
manded to  follow  the  Indians  in  single  file,  dancing  round  it 
in  a  circle.  Tlie  ])risonerrf  were  kicked  and  pounded  because 
they  were  reliu^tnnt  to  join  in  their  fiendish  niirtli  with  all  their 
miglit.  Alter  (he  dance  the  jtrisoners'  hajids  were  tied,  and 
they  were  coniiiclicd  to  lie  each  one  between  tjvo  Indians,  and 
each  had  an  arm  tied  to  that  of  an  Indian.  The  next  night  they 
arrived  at  a  place  where  there  was  quite  an  encampment  of 
Indians.  Among  them  was  an  aged  squaw  ])ointed  out  to 
young  Hopkins,  (then  but  sixteen  years  of  age,)  and  he  was 
told  that  she  was  to  l>c  his  mother.  Seeing  his  extreme  youth 
to  lie  mingling  in  such  scenes,  she  b(?gan  to  howl  and  lament 
iiio.-<t  hi(i(•(>u^ly  over  him,  and  combing  his  hair  with  lier  long 
lingers,  she  sent  a  chill  of  horror  through  his  whole  frame. 
I^-aviug  this  place,  in  a  day  or  two,  they  arrived  at  a  village 
wIm  tc  were  (iiiile  a  number  of  inhal)itanls,  and  heic  a  new  trial 
awaited  the  prisoners.    'J  hey  perceived  that  the  leader  of  the 
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Hava<;e  part}'  had  obtained  by  8o:ne  means,  some  ardent  spirits 
and  had  become  nearly  intoxicated.  Of  course  he  was  full  of 
courage  and  bravado,  and  being  destitute  of  evervtliing  like 
Inunanity,  he  seemed  to  bo  blood-tlursty  and  inexorable  as  a 
tiger.  He  ordered  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  massacre  of 
all  the  prisoners,  and  it  was  some  two  hours  before  the  rest  of 
tlio  party  coidd  dissuade  him  from  his  purjtose.  The  i)risoner8 
were  t4iken  to  St.  Johns,  and  on  approaching  the  shore — the 
latter  part  of  the  journey  to  that  place  was  uj)on  the  lake — 
they  saw  a  i)arty  of  savages — some  two  hundred — drawn  up  in 
two  lines,  facing  each  other,  with  a  narrow  pjissage  between 
them  extending  several  rods.  Through  this  jnussage  each  pris- 
oner was  to  go,  the  Indians  striking  him  with  sticks  or  clubs,  as 
he  passed  along  to  the  head  of  the  line,  where  the  Indian  chief 
stood  witli  open  arms  ready  to  receive  him.  Near  the  edge  of 
the  water  were  placed  young  squaws  who  amused  themselves 
by  seizing  the  prisoners  and  ducking  them  in  the  water  as  they 
Jumped  from  the  boat  upon  tlie  shore.  Epliraim  Stevens  was 
the  first  to  pass  this  savage  ordeal.  As  he  leai)ed  upon  the 
shore  ho  wjis  not  only  pitched  into  the  water,  btit  was  attacked 
witli  clubs  and  soon  knocked  down.  I^oing,  liowever,  a  young 
man  of  extraordinary  strength  and  activity,  he  soon  rose.  To 
compel  him  to  advance  so  slowly  tiirough  the  passage  that  each 
"might  have  a  chance  to  strike  him,  a  large  and  stout  Indian 
went  directly  before  him,  walking  backward.  Stevens  had 
scarcely  commenced  before  he  threw  his  feet,  by  a  sudden 
spring,  into  tlie  breast  of  the  Indian  before  him  and  threw  him 
upon  his  back,  and  tiien  by  running  with  great  velocily,  he 
received  scarcely  a  blow.  P'or  this  ex])loit  of  agility  and  cour- 
age, he  received  the  most  marked  manifestations  of  ai»])r()])a- 
ti(«n  from  the  nudtitude.  Tliey  came  round  liiiii,  and  sla])))iiig 
him  tipoii  the  l)ack,  gave  him  to  understand  tbat  tliey  could  not 
have  been  better  ])leased. 

Hopkins  was  tlie  next  to  follow,  and  as  he  jumpc<l  upon 
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tho  8horo  lio  was  seized  by  an  aged  Indian  and  directed  to 
follow  him.  He  soon  fonnd  that  tlie  object  of  this  Indian  was 
to  hide  liiin,  that  he  shonld  not  be  compelled  to  suffer  that 
barbarous  trcatnicnt.  When  he  bad  led  him  slyl.y  back  out  of 
Iho  crowd,  he  jiointed  to  a  wigwam  standing  back  some  eighty 
or  one  huiulred  rods  from  the  place  where  they  were  Jisscmbled, 
and  bid  him  run.  Ho  did  so,  and  found  in  tho  wigwam  to 
•which  ho  wjus  directed  an  aged  squaw,  whoso  locks  were  white 
almost  Jis  snow,  and  who  exhibited  a  remarkable  sympathy  for 
him,  and  immediately  got  him  something  to  eat. 

Benjamin  Stevens,  Jr.,  whoso  turn  came  next,  noticing  a 
wjuaw  ready  to  seize  him,  nuido  a  false  motion  to  jump,  when 
tho  wjtiaw,  Hprijiging  to  aitch  him,  lost  her  bjdanco  and  fell  into 
tho  water.  Stevens  then  leaped  over  her,  creating  so  much 
merriment  that  ho  went  through  tlio  course  without  receiving  a 
blow,  and  wjw  accosted  by  tlio  old  chief  witli  "Good  Indian  I 
Good  Indian  !" 

Tho  i)riHoners  were  taken  to  the  St.  Lawenco,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Montreal,  and  tho  Indians  of  that  village,  male  and 
fonude,  soon  gathered  together  and  prepared  for  tho  carousal 
usual  on  mvh  occasions. 

Here,  K]>]iraim  Stcvonn  was  80]>urated  from  his  companions, 
his  great  Htrcngfh  and  activity  rendering  liim  an  object  of 
extreme  solicitude,  and  all  his  movements  were  cju-efully 
watched,  '/he  carousal  being  ended,  he  was  confined  in  a  small 
room  and  a  guard  stationed  at  the  door.  Early  the  next  morn- 
ing the  door  was  o])cned  and  an  Indian,  who  had  not  been 
tlicro  the  niglit  J»c'forc,  entered  the  room  and  fix(!d  IiIk  oycK  long 
and  keenly  on  the  ))risoiier.  Stevens  itiunediately  recognized 
ihis  liKh'aii  as  one  of  a  party  that  had  visited  I'ittHfonl  before 
the  Mar,  on  a  hunting  expedition,  and  one  witli  whom  lie  had 
tlien?  Iiad  some  quarrel  or  difliculty. 

'i'he  visitor  soon  disajtpcared  and  ])resently  two  liirge,  8t(»ut 
In<lians  came  and  stood  in  the  door  apj>arently  as  guard.    In  a 
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short  time  a  youiif;  sqimw  came  nnd  stood  behind  these  two 
w-itli  looks  of  intense  sorrow,  nnd  whicli  even  dissolved  into 
teare.  "B}'  this  time,"  says  Stevens,  "1  niiide  np  nij  mind 
that  my  old  acqnaintanec,  on  Otter  Creek,  was  determined 
to  \NTeak  his  vengeance  on  mc  by  a  cruel  SHcrilice  ol"  my  liie,  in 
the  barbarous  manner  the  Indians  are  sonjetiines  wont  to  do. 
I  detcrminc'd  to  place  myself  in  the  hands  of  a  less  dangerous 
encnjy  or*  lose  my  life  in  the  attemi)t.  1  looked  around  for 
some  weapon,  but  saw  none  suiHcient  to  use.  1  then  thought  I 
would  try  to  i)as3  the  two  Indians  in  a  quiet  and  peaceable 
manner,  jis  if  I  wanted  carelessly  to  view  the  j)remises.  Slowly 
nnd  awkwardly  I  ai)proached  the  door,  but  one  of  the  Indians 
sprang  forward,  placed  his  hand  on  my  breast,  and  shoved  me 
back  into  tlie  room.  I  quietly  yielded  to  his  ])U8h  nnd  made  as 
though  I  was  abojit  to  resume  my  seat,  but  as  ho  was  returning 
to  tl>o  door,  I  sprang  with  all  my  might  and  threw  both  pros- 
trate on  the  ground.  I  flew  like  lightning  throiigh  the  door 
and  the  young  bqunw  cried  *Ilun!  Run!'  but  I  needed  no 
urging.  In  the  midst  of  my  speed  I  met  a  small  British  guard 
who  had  in  custody  my  two  companions,  li.  Stevens  and  E. 
JIo])kinfi.  I  passed  them  swiftly;  their  ollicer  iiailed  me,  told 
me  to  stop  and  I  should  not  be  hurt.  I  first  intended  to  leave 
tliem  all,  but  taking  into  view  all  the  circumstances  of  my  situ- 
ation, I  concluded  it  would  be  impossible  to  esc,ai)e,  and  being 
j>romiKed  that  I  should  receive  no  harm,  I  returned  and  surren- 
dered to  them."  lie  and  his  com])anionfi  were  soon  taken  to 
the  British  garrison.  Here  he  was  visited  by  his  brother, 
Koger  Stevens,  Jr.,  wlio  had  turned  Tory  and  was  tlion  a 
(Captain  in  the  British  service.  Roger  rc])n»vc(i  Kpliraim  for 
joining  tlie  rebels,  and  beliaving  disloyally  towards  the  Iving. 
ICphraim  retorted,  cursing  the  King,  ^nd  reproaching  Roger  for 
<leserting  his  country.  Roger  promised  Ki>hraiiii  the  liberty  of 
the  city  if  he  would  give  his  word  not  to  leave  it.  Epliraim 
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Bpuniod  tlio  ofVcr  with  indignation,  and  the  three  cjiptives  were 
wnt  to  prison.  Here  Ephraini,  for  his  praise  of  tlie  Americans 
and  confcmjifuous  dispraise  of  the  King  and  his  caiise,  was 
hMii(i-<-ufrc(l  juid  ii'ttercd.  Ilis  great  strength  enahU'd  him  to 
l)n'nk  tlie  ordinarv  iron  fetters,  and  lie  was  loaded  down  with 
hcavv  irons,  lie  aTid  his  companions  were  then  put  on  hoard 
a  vessel,  sent  to  Qnehec  and  there  thrown  into  a  dungeon. 
Their  keepei-s,  supposing  them  safe  in  that  place,  took  off  their 
fetters.  Tliere  thev  were  confined  till  the  following  fall,  when 
thev  were  taken  otit  under  <;ujird  to  labor  in  harvesting  corn 
and  grain.  In  some  way  thev  eluded  tlie  guard,  escaped,  took 
a  hoat,  crossed  the  river,  pushed  into  the  wilderness  and  after 
wandering  fourt(H'!i  days  with  little  to  eat  except  roots  and  the 
bnrk  of  tr(?e«,  they  came  in  sight  of  the  Green  Mount4iins.  But 
us  they  were  fishing  in  the  head-waters  of  the  Connecticut 
river,  they  were  reca])tured  by  the  Indians,  taken  back  to 
Quebec  and  again  thrust  into  ])ris()n.  They  were  now  ironed, 
and  their  guard  was  conunanded  to  exercise  the  strictest  vigil- 
ance. In  a  few  mouths,  when  the  guard  had  become  somewhat 
negligent,  the  jtrisoners  managed  to  get  the  iron  keys  out  of 
their  bolts,  and  inserted  instead  thereof  keys  nuxdo  of  ])ewtor, 
smoked  in  the  candle  lo  give  them  the  appearaiute  of  iron. 
Having  thus  recovered  the  use  of  their  limbs  they  improved 
the  nights  in  digging  a  hole  under  the  ]»rison  wall,  which  Was 
also  the  nuiin  wall  of  the  city,  twelve  feet  thick.  In  the  prison 
was  a  large  <rhinmey  with  a  stone  mantel,  underneath  which 
was  an  iron  bar.  'J'liis  bar  the  j>ris<)tu!rs  a])i)ropriated  to  their 
us(!  dm-ing  the  night,  and  restored  it  to  its  place  in  the  morning 
befon!  tli(!  arrival  of  their  keej>er,  who  foimd  them  as  iisual,  in 
irons  and  lo  all  ajipcarancc  secure.  1'hc  dirt  and  rubbish  taken 
tr«.in  inidcr  the  wall  wci(i»piit  in  the  liunks,  and  licds  made  over 
tliciii,  so  that  tlicy  were  conccMlcd  Ironi  view.  The  ])risoner8 
<lii;_'  to  tlic  ia.-^t  stone  in  the  wall,  and  were  only  waiting  \\>r  a 
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dark  iiiglit  to  make  tlieir  escape,  when  one  of  their  nuinher, 
under  tlie  influence  of  liquor,*  became  unruh',  commenced 
dijrging  in  tlie  dav  time  and  was  disc()vered.  Then  all  tlieir 
j»lans  were  frustrated  and  tlieir  labor  lost.  As  soon  as  they 
found  they  were  discovered,  the  ])risoners  threw  all  their  rubbish 
into  one  larjje  room,  and  ladies  and  jxentlemen  from  all  |>iirts  of 
tne  city  came  to  sec  what  the  Yankees — <'overed  with  irons — 
had  done.  Their  keeper  oflered  a  reward  to  any  one  who  woidd 
tell  Mhcre  the  tool  M"as  that  had  been  used  in  the  work. 
Kl)hraini  Stevens  rejilied  that  it  was  in  the  chimney,  and  this 
was  searched  from  bottom  to  top  without  nuiking  tlie  discovery, 
and  for  au<;;ht  we  know  the  iron  may  bo  there  to  this  day. 

The  ])res8-gang  occasionally  called  at  the  prison  and  beat  up 
for  volunteers  to  man  the  British  navy.  On  one  of  these  occa- 
sions Ephraim  Stevens  declai'eu  tliat  he  was  ready  to  go.  His 
comrades  remonstrated  with  him  and  told  him  he  would  never 
return,  but  he  assured  them  that  ho  would  be  back  within  a 
week.  lie  set  out  and  wjis  conducted  on  board  u  vessel  in  the 
river,  when  the  Captain,  after  showing  him  over  the  shi]),  asked 
him  how  ho  woiUd  like  to  be  a  sailor.  "  First  rate,"  said  he, 
"but  the  first  chance  T  have  I  will  i)ut  a  brand  of  fire  into  tho 
niaga/ine  and  we  will  all  go  to  h — 1  together,"  and  he  d — d 
the  king  and  all  on  board.  An  attempt  was  made  to  hang  him 
to  the  yard-arm.  The  rope  was  i)ut  around  his  neck  and  while 
it  was  being  adjusted  Stevens  shouted,  "Draw  away!  I  will 
tind  neck  as  long  as  you  will  halter!  Draw  away!  Yon  are  a 
set  of  inrcrnal  cowards!  I  dare  5'<^u  to  hang  me, — thousands 
(if  Yankees  will  be  upon  the  war-])ath !  D — n  you  and  your 
king."  In  alxtut  a  week  the  captain  ordered  his  men  to  take 
Stevens  l)!((  k  to  ])rison,  declaring  that  "he  would  have  no  such 
felluw  on  board  his  shij)." 

In  the  winter  of  1781,  the  prisonei*s  succeeded  in  digging 

*  ll  n|)|i(  arB  llmt  lliurc  were  other  ])riiioiicnt  here  besides  Ibc  llircc  thai  have  lu-ru 
III  eiit  lulled. 
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their  way  out  of  the  prison,  and  eluding  the  vigilance  of  the 
pontinels,  thoy  i>roccedc(l  uj)  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  ic^.,  travel- 
ing in  the  niglit  ami  socroting  themselves  by  day.  They  suffered 
keenly  fronj  cold  and  hunger.  One  bitter  cold  night,  Ephrnini, 
being  u  little  in  advance  of  his  party,  fell  through  the  ice. 
lie  j)ronipfly  reinstated  himself  on  the  firm  iw  before  his 
<-()mi>anions  came  u[) ;  but  ns  he  was  completely  drenched 
with  water  which  almost  instantly  turned  to  ice,  he  knew 
that  he  nnist  get  to  n  lire  or  jierish.  This  was  extremely 
dillicult.  The  British  government  had  threatened  severe  pun- 
ishment to  any  who  should  aid  escaping  prisoners — but  there 
was  no  alternative  save  death.  A  farm-house  was  seen  not 
far  distant.  Stevens  approached  it  alone,  and  knocked  for 
admiysioji.  The  innuitcs  were  asleep,  but  he  aroused  them, 
told  his  story,  and  after  much  imiuutunity,  reinforced  by  the 
j)lcading  of  the  Ujan's  wife,  he  was  admitted  at  the  mu/./.le  of  a 
gun,  a  fire  was  nuule  and  Stevens  relieved  of  his  sufferings. 
His  companions  soon  joined  him,  and  the  next  night  they  i)ro- 
ceedcd  on  their  way.  At  length,  when  about  a  day's  journey 
from  Vermont,  they  missed  their  way,  fell  in  with  some  British 
Bcouts,  were  rccajiturcd  and  taken  biu-.k  to  their  ])rison  in 
(iiiclicc.  iMcnnwliilc,  their  friends  in  Pittsford,  receiving  no 
inlclligcn(u'  fr(»m  them,  supposed  they  were  dead,  and  employed 
lilder  Klihha  Ww]\  to  preach  their  funeral  sermon. 

In  .June,  17S2,  Benjamin  Stevens,  Sen.,  of  I'ittsfc^rd  learn- 
ing that  some  prisoners  were  to  be  exchanged  at  AVhitehall, 
ma(l(!  th(!  joiniiey  thitlicr  hoping  to  hear  sometliing  respecting 
th(?  fate  of  his  son,  and  his  com|>uni(>iis.  While  standing  uixm 
llic  wlimf  a  vessel  came  in,  and  llie  tirst  to  disembark  was  his 
own  I'eiijiiiiiin.  Wliat  iiiuiginalion  can  realize  that  seeiie'^  The 
<l(  iid  was  ali\el  ]']|)liraim  Stevens  and  Ebene/.er  Hopkins  were 
also  exeliaiiged  on  this  occasion  and  retunied  to  their  families, 
'i  liese  young  men  were  of  (.'apt.  Tliomas  Sawyer's  e()iii[>any,  and 
received  Ibrly  shillings  per  month  for  the  time  of  their  captivity. 


CERTIFICATE  RELATING  TO  I'RISONICRS. 


The  following  is  coj>icd  from  a  certificate  in  the  oflSce  of  the 
Secretary  of  State : 

"State  of  Vermont^  Clarendon^  Axtgnnt  14,  1782. 

To  tlie  Pay  Tahle.  This  is  to  certify  that  IkMijaniin  Stevens 
and  Ehenezer  IIo]>kins  were  taken  ]>risonors,  while  in  the  State 
service,  on  the  12th  day  of  3Iay,  1779,  and  c^irried  to  Canada 
vA\\\  Ephraim  Stevens,  at  the  same  time  lost  their  guns  and 
accoutrements  and  were  exchanged  on  the  9th  of  June  hist. 

TnoB.  Sawyer,  CV//;/." 

The  following  certificate  is  also  extan.t : 

"  Certified  extract  of  the  Journal  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  a  resolution  of  October  19,  1782,  to  pay  Ephraim  Stevens, 
Benjamin  Stevens,  Ebenezer  Hopkins  and  Jonathan  Rowley 
five  dollars  each,  for  guns  they  each  lost  in  the  service  of  tlic 
State,  when  they  were  taken  prisoners  in  the  year  1779." 
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CHAPTER  Y. 

REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  CONTINUED. 


Act  licladng  to  Tories;  Iiicu}'sio?)fi  of  the  Iiidiaii^;  Fort 
Vengeance  ;  Jfrwder  of  Caleb  lloxighton  ;  Alariny  Pitts- 
ford  Company  marches  to  Mount  IndejKridencc;  Capture 
of  Mr.  Matson,  Mr.  Crippcn  and  Miss  Cor;  Ji ridge 
built  over  Otter  CreeJc;  Provisions  for  the  Army;  Con- 
templated attack  vpon  Port  Vengeance;  Interview  between 
J\itriot  and  Tory;  Close  of  Hostilities. 

The  poople  of  this  State  bccnino  bo  exaspcrntcd  nt  the  tories 
for  tlie  unworthy  part  taken  In'  them  in  the  great  stni<;gle,  tlint 
tl>o  General  Assenihly,  in  Fe])ruarv  of  tliis  year,  paseed  the 
following  "Act  to  ]>rcvent  the  return  to  this  State  of  eertain 
j)er8onH  therein  named,  and  others  who  have  left  this  State  or 
cither  of  the  United  States,  and  joined  tlie  enemies  thereof. 

"  "Whereas  \1tere  follow  the  names  of  one  hundred  and 
eight  persons^  but  only  one  from  J*ittsford,  viz.;  Pogcr 
Stevens,  Jr.,']  and  nuiny  other  persons,  have  voluntaril}'  left 
this  State,  or  some  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  joined 
the  cnemieK  thereof;  thereby,  not  oidy  depriving  these  Slates 
of  their  jK-rsonid  services,  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to  have 
afforded  their  utmost  aid  in  defending  the  said  Slates  against 
the  invasion  of  a  cruel  enemy,  hut  mauilcsting  an  inimical 
disposition  to  said  Stales,  and  a  design  to  aid  and  abet  the 
enemies  thereof",  in  their  wicked  j>ur|>o.ses. 

And  whereas  many  mischiefs  may  accrue  to  this,  and  the 
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United  States,  if  such  persons  should  again  be  admitted  to 
reside  in  this  State. 

"Whifli  to  prevent, 
it  eiKictcd,  itc,  that  if  tlie  said  [tlie  one  liundrcd  and 
eiglit  names  repeated]  or  any  of  tlie  l>i't'i>re  mentioned  jx-rsons, 
or  either  of  them  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  though  Tiot 
spoeiiilly  named  in  this  act,  who  have  voluntarily  left  this  Slate, 
or  cither  of  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  enemies  thereof, 
as  aforesaid,  shall,  after  the  jnu^sinix  this  act,  voluntarily  rettn-n 
to  tliis  State,  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county, 
liis  deputy,  the  eonstnhle,  selectmen,  or  grand-jurors  of  the  town 
where  such  person  or  ])ersons  may  presume  to  come,  and  they 
are  hpehy  respectively  im])o\vered  uiul  directed,  to  aj)prehend 
and  ciirry  such  person  or  persons  before  an  jissistant  or  justice 
of  the  peace ;  who  is  hereby  required  to  call  to  his  assistance 
one  or  more  assistants  or  justice  of  the  peace,  who  are  hereby 
directed  to  give  their  attendance,  according  to  such  requisition, 
and  if  upon  examination  into  the  matter,  the  said  justices  shall 
find  that  the  j>erson  brought  before  them  is  any  one  of  the 
before  described  persons,  they  shall  order  him  to  be  whi])ped 
on  the  naked  back,  not  more  than  forty,  nor  less  thim  twenty 
slri]>es;  wiii<-h  ]»unishment  shall  be  inlhcted,  and  the  delinquent 
shall  be  onk-red  to  quit  this  State  immediately. 

Jii'  it  fiirt/ier  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall  contiimo 
in  this  State  one  month,  or  shall  presume  to  come  again  into 
this  State,  after  such  convi(;tion  (without  liberty  first  had  and 
obtaiMc(|  therefor,  from  the  Governor,  Comicil,  and  General 
Assembly)  and  lie  convicted  thereof,  before  the  su]>erior  court 
of  this  State,  he  shall  be  ]>ut  to  death. 

y/c  it  farther  enacted,  that  if  any  i>erson  shall,  willing!}' 
or  wilhuily,  harlior  or  conceal  aTiy  of  the  persons  above  named 
or  dcM-rilM-il,  after  tlieir  return  to  this  State,  Contrary  to  tlie 
design  of  iIiIn  act  ;  such  person,  so  ofleiKhng,  shall,  on  convic- 
tion thereof  before  the  superior  court,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
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of  fivr  liiindrcd  pounds  ;  two-tltirds  thereof  to  the  use  of  tlie 
State,  the  other  tliird  to  the'  use  of  luin  or  theiii  who  shall 
pri>sc<Mitc  tlie  s:mie  to  elfeet.'' 

Tlif  Kitjrer  Stevens,  Jr.,  who  was  ineluded  in  this  net  of 
])n>scription,  will  he  renienihered  ns  the  hrother  of  Kphraini. 
Ill  1774,  or  early  in  1775,  he  huilt  u  {^rist-inill  in  the  town 
at  the  moulh  of  the  Stevens  hrook,  near  tlie  old  ford.  Jt 
W!i*<  on  a  fil"teen-acre  lot  that  had  been  given  by  the  Proprie- 
tors in  177'J,  for  a  mill-privilege.  At  the  breaking  out  of  tho 
war  he  espoused  the  eause  of  England,  eonstructed  a  raft  upon 
whi(;h  he  put  his  millstones,  irons,  vfce.,  and  floated  them  down 
the  Creek  ais  far  jis  Middlebury.  lie  then  withdrew  to  the 
liritish  army  in  whieh  ho  served  as  a  lieutenant.  During  the 
war  his  family  abode  in  I'ittsford,  and  it  was  ktiown  that  he 
occasionally  visited  them  ;  but  it  was  done  secretly,  as  he  was 
aware  that  he  was  an  (nithiw,  and  liable  at  any'  time  to  be 
arrested  and  jtunished.  After  the  paKsago  of  the  not  of  which 
we  liave  given  a  c.oi>y,  his  residence  here  was  carefully  watched 
by  the  iidud)itants  of  the  town,  who  were  anxioiiB  to  seoore 
hitn  ;  Ibr  it  was  well  known  that  he  was  fiu'nishing  the  enemy 
with  iiifornuition  which  was  very  valuable  to  them  in  their 
M<»rk  of  phmdcr  and  destruction. 

One  (lark  nigiit  in  the  month  of  iluly,  I^Ioses  Olmstcad, 
discovering  a  liriglit  light  in  Stevens'  house  at  an  unusual  hour, 
was  convinced  that  he  had  returned  on  a  llvinir  visit  to  his 
family.  II(>  commnnicat<>d  his  suspicions  to  the  men  in  tho 
fort  who  innncdiatcly  turned  out  and  surrouiidcMl  the  house, 
'i'hree  of  their  mimhcr  wen?  chosen  to  enter,  but  on  »l<iiii<r  this, 
they  dihcovercd  no  oik;  except  .Mrs.  Stevens  and  her  two  chil- 
dren. If  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  he  had  been  fore- 
warned of  tiicir  approach,  and  was  secreted  amdug  the  weeds 
<  losc  to  llie  logs  of  his  house.  It  was  also  asct  i  tiiincd  that  hc 
had  c<»Mdiii-te<l  a  party  ol"  sonic  tliirty  Indians  to  tlic  vicinitv  of 
the  fort,  with  tlie  design  of  attacking  it;  l)ut  finding  it  strongly 
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<i;arrisoned  the  Iiuliaiis  retired,  Avliile  Stevens  inijiroved  the 
opportunity  to  visit  liis  iiunily. 

The  iiiliabitaiits  of  tlic  town  were  freqnently  alarmed  by 
the  reported  approacli  of  small  ])arties  of  the  enemy,  and  on 
all  pueh  occasions  the  women  and  <'hildren  rcjiaircd  to  the  fort, 
where  they  remained  till  the  alarm  subsided.  In  the  month  of 
November,  I)eac<»n  Caleb  Ilendee,  Elder  Klisha  liicli  of  (Har- 
endon,  and  Deacon  ^Murray,  late  of  Orwell,  weJit  in  company 
to  Keshobe  to  view  a  lot  of  land  near  the  hoitse  of  Georj^e  and 
Aaron  K()bl)ins.  After  an  insj>ection  of  the  land  they  called  at 
the  house  of  the  Ale.ssrs.  Kobbins  and  then  retin-ned  to  Tittsford. 
A  few  minutes  after  they  left  the  house  it  was  attacked  by  the 
Indiajis,  and  the  two  owners  were  killed.  !Most  of  the  other 
inhabitants  of  Keshobe  were  made  i)risoncrs  and  their  houses 
l)urned.  About  ten  o'clot^k  that  night  the  news  of  this  attack 
reached  Pittsford.  The  same  hour,  Deacon  Ilendee,  with  the 
assistance  of  Elder  Rich,  Deacon  ^Murray  and  Richard  Ilendee, 
the  Dea<ron'8  brother,  who  hapjiened  to  bo  there  at  that  time, 
jilaced  his  whole  family  (including  his  aged  mother)  on  horse- 
back, and  traveled  all  night  as  far  as  the  town  of  Clarendon, 
where  they  arrived  at  the  ho\>Ke  of  Elder  Rich,  early  the  next 
morning.*  A  company  of  Col.  Gideon  AVarren's  regiment  was 
dispatcluid  to  the  scene  of  distress,  where  it  remained  ihri'o 
days,  but  the  enemy  having  retreated  the  company  was  with- 
drawn. Caj>t.  Wright  and  the  JJeutenant  being  absent.  Ensign 
I'lanchard  had  command  of  the  force  on  this  oc(;asion.  AVe 
find  the  name  of  Stephen  !Mead  of  Pittsford  on  the  roll  of  this 
company. 

Fort  Mott  was  illy  adapted  to  shield  the  ])e(>ple  from  llie 
protracted  cffurts  of  a  jiowerful  foe.  Accordingly,  being  rou.-ctj 
by  the  startling  acts  of  cruelty  and  l)loodshed  whi<'h  had  been 
]>erpet rated,  tiicy  rcsolvcsd  to  have  a  fort  built  tliat  would 
uc<-oinmo(lHt(!  ii  large  garrison  and  allord  them  adc(juute  ]>ro- 

•  JIlii(1<  <:'«  MS. 
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tCK'tidU.  This  subject  whs  laid  before  the  Board  of  "War  in  the 
fall  of  1770,  with  the  assurance  tluit  if  sueh  a  fort  sliould  be 
eonstnicted,  the  iiilu»l>itants  of  Pitlsfurd  would  contribute 
libenilly  towards  the  exjiense.  This  Hoard  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  h><»k  into  the  sul)ject  and  to  rejjort  tlie  residt  of  their 
invi'stijxations.  We  have  not  l)een  able  to  iiiid  the  rej)ort,  but 
tluit  tlie  investif^ations  were  nuule  and  the  report  submitted 
will  appear  from  the  following  : 

"  ]Wki)  ok  "Wak, 
Aki.inoton,  A])ril  0,  1780. 

/iVWr'v/,  that  said  Board  «cce]>t  of  the  report  of  their 
committee  res]>ecfin;;  buildinj;  a  fort  at  I'ittsford,  <S:c. 

h'cuolveil  Haid  fort  be  luiilt  near  the  north  line  of  Tittsford 
where  ^lajor  Kbenezer  Allen  nhall  judge  proper.  That  said 
fort  bo  u  jii(;quet  with  pro])er  Hankers  with  bana'iks  for  ir>() 
men  inclosed  —  that  said  fort  be  accomplished  as  soon  as 
nniy  be. 

Ji\-Ho/ !!('(/,  to  raise  one  coin])any  of  75  men  exclusive  of 
ofHcers  to  join  Major  Kbene/.er  Allen  for  defence  of  frontiers — 
8  men  from  (^)l.  Warner's  regiment  to  be  raised  from  Wells, 
Clarendon,  Tinmouth  and  Wallingford,  Isancr  Chirk  to  bo 
Caj)lain,  IJenjainin  Kverst  1st  J.icut.,  Kufus  Jiranch  2d  l.ieut. 
and  ('apt.  .lonathan  Fassett  commissar}'  of  ])urchaser." 

'J'he  spot  selected  for  this  fort  was  on  the  farm  of  Caleb 
Ilendee  in  tiu;  north  ])art  of  tlie  town,  and  at  the  time  of 
taking  jio •.session  of  it,  .loseph  Saflbrd  as  the  proper  oflicer 
gave  Mr.  JIcmkIcc  tlic  following  rccci])t  : 

"  I'liTSKOKi.,  May  1780. 

Kcccived  of  Mr.  (,'aleb  Ilendee  for  the  use  of  the  State  the 
year  ensuing  a  part  of  his  farm,  viz:  all  his  iin]irovcmcnts  on 
the  east  side  of  tin;  Creek,  exce])t  0  acres  of  plough  land  on 
the  inlcrvale,  and  one  acre  of  ])asfurc  land  adjoining  and  north 
of  his  barn,  and  live  acres  of  wheat  uud  three  quarters  of  an 
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acre  of  land  whereon  lie  had  hirnips  the  year  past.  For  the 
use  of  said  hind  I  promise,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  to  pay  him 
24  ]>ounds,  as  sj>ecie  went  in  market  in  the  year  1774,  Provided 
Ave  are  able  to  maintain  this  ])Ost  so  as  to  secure  the  troops ;  if 
otlicrwise  we  are  oblij^ed  to  evacuate  this  i>ost  on  account  of 
the  enemy,  one  half  of  the  above  mentioned  sum  shall  be  duo 
him,  which  sum  is  to  be  ])ai<l  at  or  before  the  first  day  of 
December  next. 

JosKi'H  Saffokd,  Barracks  blaster." 

Work  wa.s  inunodiatdy  commenced  u))on  this  fort,  and  the 
following  accouTit  of  it  was  furnished  by  the  late  Gen.  Caleb 
Ilendoe  to  Henry  Hall,  Esq.,  of  lluthmd,  to  whom  tlie  writer 
is  iiulebted  for  u  co]»y  : 

"  The  site  selected  for  its  location  was  on  the  upland  about 
a  mile  north-easterly  fi-om  Fort  Mott,  and  around  the  very  spot 
then  occupied  by  the  dwelling;  hotise  of  Caleb  Ilendee,  Sen., 
and  was  between  the  ju-esent  residence  of  Samuel  Hendec  and 
that  of  Chester  Tiiomas.  The  staffe  road  from  Pittsford 
village  to  ]kandon  j)asse8  over  the  ground  formerly  occupied 
by  this  fort.  Like  all  the  other  forts  in  Vermont,  it  was  a 
])icket  fort;  a  trench  wjis  dug  five  or  six  feet  deep,  tlie  trunks 
of  trees,  mostly  hard  nuiple  a!id  beech,  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a 
hall"  in  diameter,  were  sunk  ijito  the  trench  as  closely  together 
as  ])ossihle,  extending  sixteen  or  eighteen  feet  above  ground 
and  sharj)eJied  to  a  point  at  the  toj) ;  between  each  log  a  stiiko 
was  driven  to  fill  the  space  left  by  the  round,  unhewed  logs  ; 
within  the  ])ickets  a  breastwork  was  thrown  up  about  six  feet 
high  and  al)()ut  six  feet  broad  at  the  base,  and  comjjosed 
cntirclv  of  dirt  and  lo^s.  At  a  heitrht  convenient  for  tlie 
garrison  were  loo])-holes  between  the  logs,  and  large  enough 
at  the  center  for  the  barrel  of  a  musket  to  })ass  through,  and 
radiating  outside  and  inside  so  that  the  soldiers  within  could 
move  the  iini/./les  of  tlieir  guns  in  the  loop-holes  and  command 
a  wide  range  without,  while  the  loop-holes  were  so  fur  from  the 
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ground  on  tlio  out-side  tluit  tlie  enemy's  shots  coming  through 
them  wouUl  puss  over  the  lien<ls  of  the  garrison.  The  form  of 
the  fort  wus  s<|uare,  enc-h)sing  an  ncro  or  more  of  ground.  On 
CHch  eorner  jutting  outside  was  n  flanker,  with  two  stories, 
that  is,  a  floor  was  hiid  across  eaeli  about  eiglit  feet  from  tlio 
groimd  answering  for  a  ccihug  to  the  space  below;  above  this 
floor  or  eeihng  was  tlie  sentiners  box  with  looj)-holes  above  and 
beU)W,  from  which  the  nmsketeei-s  coukl  rake  the  aj)proach  to 
the  fort  in  every  (hrection  witii  a  deadly  Are.  On  the  east  of 
tlio  fort  wjw  a  large  double  gate  of  oak  plank  thickly  studded 
with  largo  lieadcd  nails  or  spikes  so  as  to  be  comj)letely  bullet 
proof,  while  on  the  west  side  of  tlu!  fort  was  a  wicket-gale  ; 
witliin  the  f<»rt,  extending  ahuig  the  north  side  were  the  oftiecrs' 
Imrrueks,  and  on  the  south  side  the  soldiers'  barracks.  In  the 
northwest  eoriuT  wjw  the  mngjizino  for  the  nuinitions  of  war,  a 
fmmo<l  building;  in  the  northeast  and  southwest  corners  were 
wells,  but  these  were  soon  neglected  and  the  garrison  supplied 
themselves  with  water  from  a  spring  thirty  or  forty  rods  cjistof 
the  fort.  The  space  between  the  oftiecrs'  and  soldiers'  barracks 
was  the  parade  ground.  The  fort  was  finished  in  .Tune,  1780. 
After  the  war  the  barracks  were  long  used  as  dwelling  houses, 
and  one  room  of  them  may  even  now  l)e  seen,  standing  at  the 
west  ciul  of  Samuel  lleiulee's  barn  yard."* 

The  new  fort  was  doubtless  in  a  coiulition  for  occupancy 
cnrly  in  June,  though  we  tiiid  the  following  rc(;ord  of  tlio 
procoodings  of  the  Board  of  AVar  at  a  later  ]>eriod  : 

"  In  l^oAKi)  OF  Wak,  ^ 
Akj-inoton,  July  14,  1780.  ) 
Whcrciis,  it  has  l)ccn  represented  to  this  board  tlmt  20,000 
l>rick  are  wimtc<l  to  build  cliinnu'ys  in  the  barrackK  in  (he  fort 
on  the  north  liiK;  of  riltsford,  Tliercforc  /AwV/vy/,  lliat  this 
board  do  rccomincnd  to  Major  Kbenezer  Allen  to  furin'sh  five 

•  SliK  c  llic  iiliovc  wuH  wrltttii,  tlilH,  the  last  vcnllgc  of  tlic  old  biirnakH,  liOH  bccu 
tk'iiiul  lulled. 
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fatisriie  men  that  arc  accustomed  to  tlie  business  if  aiiv  there 
be,  to  assist  the  barrack-master  in  making  said  brick,  wlio  sliall 
l)e  allowed  one  shilling  each  in  hard  money  or  an  e(]nivalent 
for  cjjch  day  in  addition  to  their  pay.  7i'< that  the  com- 
iiuindant  of  said  fort  be  allowed  to  keej)  one  lutrse  and  one  cow 
in  the  State's  jiasturc  and  the  barrack-masfer  see  that  there  be 
no  other  cjittleof  any  kind  kcj»t  on  the  State's  cost.  Jicytilrcd, 
that  there  be  no  more  barracks  built  in  said  fort  on  the  State's 
cost  for  the  time  being." 

The  following  are  copies  of  sojne  of  the  bills  paid  by  the 
State  for  labor,  and  material  used  in  the  fort,  and  for  some 
improvements  afterwards  made  *fcc  «fcc. : 


"State  of  Vermont  Dr. 


To  Jonathan  Rowley. 


By  one  draft  chain  £0 — 14s — Od 

"  two  oxen  at  Gs.  0—12  —0 

"  one  Iron  wedge  '                     0 —  'A  — 0 

"  one  hoe  0—  3  —0 


1—12  —0 
Gkksiiom  Beach,  Amr."  ^ 


*'  State  of  Vermont  Dr. 

To  Nchcmiah  Hopkins. 

To  labor  on  fort  in  Pittsford  by  request  of 
Kbenezer  Alh'U  in  tlie  month  of  ^la}' 
1 7S0, 

To  (>  days  work  of  himself  at  Hs.  per  day  £0 — 18s — Od 
To  4  days  ox  work  at  Is.  Cd.  0—  G  —0 

To  an  axe  delivered  to  !Major  Allen  for 

the  use  of  the  garrison  tt  — 0 


1_  9  _u" 
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"  State  of  Vcriiiont  Dr. 

To  'SViUiain  Cox. 

To  40^  lbs  Nails  £2—  2s— Od 

"  20  (lays  work  of  ono  pair  oxen  2 —  0  — 0 

"  vS  pairs  door  liiii<;t's — 19  lbs  1 —  4  — 0 

"  one  ox  yoke  and  irons  0 — 12  — 0 

"  ono  bnsliel  corn  0 —  3  — 0 

"  ono  piece  of  cliain         ;  0 —  6  — 0 


G—  7  —6" 


"  The  following  bills  were  ]m'u\  by  Jonathan  Fassett's  order 
as  (M)nniiissarv : 

To  .lonatlian  Rowley  for  wheat  £10 — 158 —  Od 

"  Caleb  Ilendee  for  flour  4—11  — 10 

•  "        "       for  beef  10—  0  —  0 

Gideon  Coolcy  for  transportation       18 —  0  —  8 


43—17  —  4" 


Tiiis  may  certify  that  this  state  is  indebted  to  Gideon 
Cooley  eighteen  jjounds  nine  shillings  hard  money  for  trans- 
porting j)rovisioiiH  from  Rutland  to  Tittsford  the  last  campaign 
for  stat(!  troops. 

rittsford,  Feb.  10,  1781. 

.To.vATiiAN  FAssicrr,  C.  P." 

"  State  of  Vermont  Dr. 

To  Gideon  Cooley, 
1780  Sept.  14.    To  taking  11  rafts  of 
boards  from  Sutherland's  mill  in  i{iit- 

land  to  Fort  Vengeance  at  2ls.  £K{       4s  o 

To  ;i  (piarts  I  ])t.  and  1  gill  Kum  0 — It   6 

"  dressing  two  wolfs'  skins  0       3  0 

14—  1  —6" 
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"  PlTTSFORlJ,  Aug.  8,  1780. 

Stnte  of  Vermont  to  William  Cox  Dr. 

To  tiiulinc;  house  room  and  lodging  for 
Idiabod  Downing,  a  soldier  in  William 
llutcliins  company,  ^Major  AlliMiV  dc- 
tacliment,  tlie  time  he  wa.-^  lame  with  a 
broken  thigh,  it  being  from  the  4th  of 
Ai>ril  to  the  3d  of  July  1 780,  at  lis.  (Ul. 
l)er  week  £1— 12h— Gd 

To  one  gallon  of  vinegar  and  bandage        0 —  (5  — 0 

1_1S  — G" 

"  PirrsFORP,  October  25,  1780. 
This  certifies  that  Jonathan  Kowley  let 
me  have  for  the  use  of  the  state  at 
Pittsford, 

22  lbs  nails  at  one  shilling  per  lb.  £1 —  2s — Od 

20  bushels  Indian  corn  at  Ss.  per  bu.  3 —  0  — 0 

2  tons  of  liny  at  one  pound  eighteen  shil- 
lings per  ton  3 — 12  — 0 

To  pjistunng  two  yoke  of  oxen  12  weeks 

at  four  shillings  j)er  week  1 — 15  — 0 

To  one  ox  cart  G —  0  — 0 

15— 10"-0 

For  which  he  hath  received  no  pay. 

JosEiMi  Safford,  Jr."- 

(^aj)t.  Benj.  Cooley  received  by  oi-der  of 
Pay  Table,  for  lal)or  done  by  sundry 
Persons  on  Fort  in  I'ittsford  £3 — 14s — Od 

"After  tlie  fort  was  completed  Major  Ebcnezer  Allen,  of 
Titimouth,  witli  about  one  liundred  and  fifty  uwn  was  put  in 
command  of  it.    They  were  scarcely  established  iu  their  new 


ir.r. 
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<lUHrtcn*  iH'forc  <»no  of  tlu-ir  luiiiihcr  wns  missing.  Caleb 
lI«»nj;liton,  ii  yoiiiij;  tiitin  ngcd  ahout  twenty  years  who  winio 
from  tlif  east  part  t»f  the  State,  went  unarmed  to  the  residence 
of  .Ittshii.i  .lune  to  ohtain  stuue  garments  which  Mrs.  June  had 
wahhcd  fur  him.  lie  had  been  gone  from  tlie  house  hut  a  short 
time  when  ^Irs.  June  lieard  tlie  rej)(>rt  of  n  gun.  Stepping 
to  tlie  douj-  and  looking  up  along  the  road  «he  saw  an  liuliaii 
in  the  aet  «)f  transfixing  Houghton  with  his  bayonet. 

For  some  time  previous  to  this  event  the  horrid  atroeitics 
of  the  Indians  had  ]>rodueod  such  an  ell'eet  uj)on  Houghton's 
nnnd  that  h(<  had  a  frightful  dream  of  being  <'a])tured  and 
tortured  by  then>,  and  had  been  heanl  afterwanls  solemnly  to 
declare  that  he  wotdd  never  be  taken  alive  by  them.  These 
facts  were  n-collected  at  the  fort  when  II<uight(»n's  absence  was 
ijnexpectedly  protracte<l,  aiul  sad  fears  were  entertained  as  to 
his  fate.  A  ]>arty  of  men  were  sent  oiit  to  look  for  him,  and 
after  a  while  they  fotmd  his  corpse  about  half  a  mile  south  of 
th(^  fort,  bearing  nnirks  of  a  iienre  stniggle  and  of  t-avage 
revenge.  Tin's  took  i)lace  beneath  an  oak  tree*  which  stood 
aliout  one  hundred  rods  northeast  of  Mr.  June's  house,  and 
when  the  lan<l  was  (;l(>ared  this  tree  was  thoughtfully  s])nred, 
atid  may  still  be  seen  jiointing  out  the  sjiot  where  Houghton 
fell  a  victim  to  Indian  fenK-ity.  The  soldiers  tof>k  the  IkmIv  of 
their  comrade,  carried  it  to  the  fort  and  thence  ])uried  it  on  a 
small  knoll,  about  fifteen  rods  east  of  the  i)resent  residence  of 
Sanuicl  Ilcntlcc. 

IMiijor  Allen,  to  whom  an>  atfril>uted  sonm  of  the  peculiari- 
ties of  his  relative,  old  Ktlian,  exasjterated  by  the  loss  of  a  good 
soldier  and  the  iiudacify  of  the  nnu'der,  made  htrcniious  cflbrts 
to  discover  tlic  jxTpctrators  of  the  deed,  but  for  several  <lavs 
no  truce  of  tiicin  could  be  found.  Allen  collccfed  liis  men  in 
li'iiit  of  tlic  large  gate  on  the  east  sidi;  of  the  fort,  and  ]iubli<dy 


•  rill  li>p  of  iIiIm  tree  liim  ticcii  lirokcii  (ill,  liiit  iirw  lirnnclicK  Imvc  H|inili(;  OUl 
from  tiM  tiMiik  h(i  iliiil  ll  now  iinniiiln  qiiltu  II  lliiilly  iiiiiu-.HiiiHf. 


CALKB  HOUGHTON. 
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vowed  veiigeaiK'C  ap;ainst  all  and  every  Indian  that  should  come 
within  his  ]>ower,  and  then,  as  a  meniorial  of  his  vow,  he  took 
a  junk  bottle  tilled  with  nun,  stepped  out  in  trout  of  his  men 
aiul  dashed  the  bottle  furiously  against  the  gate  and  ehristened 
the  estahlishuient  'Fort  Vengeanee,'  and  by  tluit  name  it  was 
ever  arter  known." 

Caleb  Houghton,  the  subjeet  of  the  foregoing  narrative, 
wju?  a  de«;endant  of  Robert  Houghton  who  was  bom  in  1('>5S. 
Ilobert  had  one  sou,  Kbene/.er,  who  nuirried  Susauiudi  Farns- 
worth,  and  died  Alay  IT),  J 71)0.  A  son,  Cyrus,  born  in  1722, 
was  tJio  result  of  this  marriage;  and  he  married  llodessa, 
<lauglitor  of  Simeon  Houghton  of  J'etersham,  and  settled  in 
Bolton,  Mass.,  where  were  born  the  following  children,  viz.: 

1st,  Cyrus,  born  1745  ;  2d,  ,  bor!»  1747  ;  El)ene/.er, 

born  1750,  died  August  10,  1820;  4th,  Olive,  born  1752;  5th, 
Abigail,  born  1755;  0th,  Mary,  born  1757;  7th,  Caleb,  born 
1700;  Stli,  Aaron,  born  1700.  The  parents,  with  their  ehildren, 
removed  from  ]3olton  to  Putney,  Vt.,  beibre  the  Kevolutionary 
W3ir,* 

The  first  we  hear  of  Caleb  Ilojighton  as  a  soldier  was  in 
the  year  1777,  when  he  was  enrolled  in  the  eonii>any  eom- 
luaiided  by  Capt.  John  Patty  in  Col.  "Williams'  Kegimeiit. 
'J'iiis  com])any  was  called  out  Aug.  21)th,  and  was  in  service 
twenty-five  days.  Young  Houghton  received  for  this  service 
X2.  10s.  8d. 

"We  next  hear  of  him  as  a  member  of  Cai)t.  Jesse  Snfford's 
coni|)any  of  forty-two  men,  a  ])art  of  whom  were  sent  to  the 
fort  at  I'ittsford  ajid  a  part  to  Koyalton.  Houghton  was  Mitii 
thai  ])art  of  tlu;  (tompany  which  came  to  l^ittsfordf  and  he  Mas 
allowed  ])ay  for  eighty  miles  travel.  The  total  aiii<»uiit  of  his 
]>ay,  «h-awn  by  the  family,  February  20th,  ]7.S.'5,  was  £S. 

TIk!  (-V)iitinental  troo])S  having  been  witbdrawn  from  the 


•  Mniiiif«Tl|il  "(ieiicalofy  of  the  Ilouglituii  Fiiinily"  by  Iho  late  Fislicr  M.  lUcc, 
t  Jul3^,  17h<). 
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State  tlif  iiilmhitants  wore  left,  diiriiip  the  year  1780,  to  tlicir 
own  ri'scmrcrs  tor  protortion  a<x«inst  tlio  oiiomy  from  Canada, 
^[(.•asnrrs  wore  ininuMliatclv  taken  for  strinitrfluMiin'r  tlio  torts 
at  KuIIuikI,  Castlcton  and  I'ittsford  ;  two  conipanics  of  ningers 
wen*  raised  and  kept  in  constant  Kcrvice  puirdinLT  tlio  frojitiors 
and  walcliinLr  tin-  niovi-nicnts  of  tlie  oncniy,  and  tlic  {^roat  body 
<>f  tlic  militia  was  contiinndly  lu-ld  in  readiness  to  turn  ont 
en  iiKiwr  whenever  their  porvices  were  re<iuired.  The  first 
alarm  this  year  occurred  in  the  month  of  ;^^ar(•h,  bnt  we  can 
learn  nothini:;  of  the  cause  or  of  the  circmnstances  attending;  it. 
ISevonil  companies  of  militia  were  called  out,  biit  the  alarm 
8ul)sidin<;,  they  were  soon  dischar^^ed. 

1'he  followinj;  is  the  "  J'ay  Koll  of  Capt.  lienjamin  Cooley's 
com})any  in  Col.  Eltenezer  AllonV  I{e<;inicnt  called  out  on  the 
alarm  of  the  ii',U\  of  ]\[arch,  1780,  eonunencing  the  23d  and 
ending  the  28th,  inclusive: 


Capt. — Benjamin  Cooler, 

J/ii'7it. — l\Iosc«  ( )lnistead, 

Knx'iijn — .lames  1  lopkins, 

Srr(/t. — Silas  l^Iosher, 

"         Harxaleel  IJichardson, 
"         David  Crij)])en, 
"        Sannicl  I'^llsworth, 

Cirri' — John  Barnes, 

Corp. — .lames  Stevens, 
*'        Ashhel  Hopkins, 
"        Aaron  I'arsons, 

Sinmiel  AViswell, 

Abel  Stevens, 

.b  rcmiah  Parker, 

Solunion  Story, 

.loiiM.  I'iirtridgc, 

J'>l)hraim  Story, 


.Tames  Smalley, 
^Villiam  Cox, 
Adonijah  l^rooks, 
Luther  Drury, 
Kehemiah  Jlojikins, 
Kbenezer  Ambler, 
Sanniel  Sheldon, 
Gershum  J>eech, 
'J'imolhy  ]\Iiller, 
J )avi<l  Gilmore, 
(lideon  Cooley, 
Daniel  Stevens, 
.labez  ( )lmstead, 
Samuel  Crippen, 
Jionjamin  Stevens, 
Stephen  .lennei-. 
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Total  amount  of  compensation  for  6  days  service  £38 — 
128— Sd. 

ArorsT  10,  1781. 
The  witliin  Pay  KoU  examined  and  a]^]iroved  and  the 
Treasurer  is  directed  to  yny  the  same  wliiclj  is  X.'>8 — 12s — Sd. 

TUOS.  ClllTTKNUKN. 

Date  above  mentioned  received  of  Ira  Allen,  Treasurer, 
tJie  contents  of  the  above  which  is  £:}S — 12s — Sd. 

r>i;N.i.  Cooi.KY,  C(rjft:' 

In  the  month  of  Mny,  the  enemy  in  considerable  force 
camo  u]i  the  lake,  made  an  incursion  into  the  valley  of  the 
Mohawk,  and  ravaged  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  that  river. 
The  Governor  of  Kew  York,  with  some  militia  then  at  Albany, 
hastened  to  Lake  George  for  the  i)urpose  of  intercepting  him 
on  his  return.  "When  near  the  lake  he  sent  a  message  to  the 
commandiTig  officer  at  Castleton,  requesting  that  he  should 
meet  him  at  Ticondcrt)ga  with  such  force  as  he  might  be  able 
to  collect.  On  receiving  this  communication  Major  Ebenezer 
Allen  innnediately  called  the  rf)ll  oi'  his  men  and  took  uj)  the 
line  of  march  for  the  lake.  At  the  same  time  he  sent  orders 
to  the  (>IH(;ers  comnuinding  the  militia  in  the  vicinity,  to  collect 
their  men  and  join  him  at  Ticonderoga.  The  next  day  he 
wrote  tlu!  Governor  "that  he  had  reached  Mount  Indejiendence 
witli  over  two  hundred  men,  and  was  in  the  immediate  expecta- 
tion of  Ix'iiig  joined  by  one  hundred  more,  but  that  he  had  no 
boats,  wliich  Ik;  trusted  the  Governor  would  furnish  to  enable 
liim  ti)  cross  over  to  Ticond(!ro<ra."  But  the  enemv  takin*; 
a  n(»rtlicily  coin-se  readied  Lake  (Jham]»lain  at  Crown  Point 
and  niach;  liis  es<-a])e.  Among  tlie  on(!  hundred  by  whom 
Allen  was  in  inimcdiate  expectation  of  being  joined,  was  the 
comjiany  from  Pittsford,  and  it  reached  Blount  Indcjx'ndcnco 
hut  a  very  few  hours  after  the  arrival  there  of  the  forces  from 
Castleton. 
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Tho  ftillowinj;  is  n  (•<»py  of  the  "  Pay  Roll  of  Ciipt.  I^Mija- 
tnin  Coolcv's  rompnuy  iti  Col.  Khonc/tT  Allan's  I{fj;inipnt  of 
Militin,  riillcd  out  on  tlir  alarm  of  the  :?()fli  of  i^Iay,  1780, 


i'otniiionciiif:  tlio  .'lOil 

I  of  iM 

ay,  aiul 

oiidiiij; 

the 

C.tli 

of  .lune, 

17S0,  inclusive,  tlio 

inoiu'3' 

beinj; 

duo  from  the  State  of  Vcr- 

mont:  ^ 

NAMBV. 

no. 
Dnj-i. 

Amt.  of 

Mllro 
Travil. 

Tr.  Foe». 

ToUl. 

£    v.  d. 

£  ». 

d. 

£  a.  d. 

Cnpt,  nciij'n.  Coolrjr, 

8 

2—  2—8 

50 

0—18—8 

8—  1—4 

rioixl,  HokcUh"!  UirlinnlBon, 

0-12-8 

l« 

14  «l 

1-11-4 

"    JnlH'f.  ()liiip<loft(I, 

ti 

0-12—8 

II 

II  it 

It 

1—11—4 

Corp.  Aolilxil  ]I(>|iklii!i, 

ii 

0-11-8 

II 

II  It 

II 

1—10—4 

"    (ildcdii  Coolcy, 

(i 

0-11-8 

*l 

II  11 

II 

1-10-4 

KIk'Ui'xit  Driiry, 

it 

0-10—8 

11 

II  41 

II 

1—  9—4 

Durluii  Crlppcn, 

•1 

0—10—8 

II  II 

II 

1—  0-4 

Hulotnoii  Stiu-y, 

11 

0—10—8 

II 

II  4t 

II 

1—  0—4 

•1 

0—10—8 

II 

II  tl 

II 

1—  t»-4 

Abdon  Owen, 

II 

0—10—8 

tl 

II  It 

II 

1—  0—4 

10-11—4 

Received  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  the  contents  of  tlio 
above,  Augunt  JO,  1781. 

Rknjamin  Coolot." 

It  does  not  a])pear  that  any  considerable  body  of  the  enemy 
inviidcd  Vormont  during  the  sutniiicr ;  but  the  frontier  towiia 
\\(.  rv  c.\|)<)Kcd  to  sudden  irruptions  (»f  snudl  ])arli('H  of  Indiansi 
and  Tories  aiul  rumors  of  their  depredations  kcj.l  the  peoj)le  in 
a  continual  state  of  alarm.  In  ,Iuly  one  of  these  nnirauding^ 
l)arties  visited  Pittsford,  took  Isaac  Matson  i)risoner  and  carried 
him  to  Caiuida,  where  he  was  compelled  to  run  the  gantlet, 
n'(!civiiig  wounds  whi(rh  nearly  j)roved  fatal.* 

About  this  tim(!  Mr.  Sanniel  (.'ripjx-n  set  out  to  walk  from 
bis  hay-field  to  Fort  Vengeance.  Shortly  after  he  left,  a 
hay-rake,  wliich  he  had  hift  standing  in  the  field,  was  observed 
to  fall  without  any  a]i]»areMt  eause.  Afrs.  ( 'rijtpen  const  rued 
this  as  an   ill  omen  and  prophesied  that   her  husband  would 

•  Ili  iidcr.'ii  .M.S. 


OAPTCBE  OF  MR.  OEIPPEN  AND  M188  OOX. 
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never  return.  On  rcacliing  the  house  of  John  Barnes,  Mts 
Crippen  was  offered  tlie  use  of  a  horse  and  saddle,  which  were 
accepted,  and  from  tlience  he  proceeded  on  horseback.  As  he 
wjis  passing  a  liigh  rock,  Mliidi  may  now  be  seen  near  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  woods  that  are  situated  north  of  tlie 
present  town  ahnsN^ouse,  a  party  of  Indians  and  one  Tory* 
darted  out  from  behind  the  rock,  seized  the  horse  by  the  bridle, 
pulled  2klr.  Crippen  from  the  saddle  and  led  both  man  and 
beast  aroiuid  behind  the  rock.  Detaining  Mr.  Crippen  as  a 
prisoner,  thoy  cut  the  throat  of  his  horse  and  besmeared  their 
hands  and  faces  with  its  blood.  The  saddle-tree  the}'  took 
with  them  after  stripping  off  the  leather.  A  short  time  after, 
Mrs.  Sarah,  wife  of  Joshua  June,  and  her  sister,  Betsey  Cox, 
came  along,  each  on  hoi*8eback,  ^Mrs.  Juno  being  in  advance 
and  having  her  infant  son  John  in  her  lap.  As  they  were 
passing  the  rock  before  mentioned,  the  Indians  and  the  Tory 
rushed  out  from  behind  it  and  attempted  to  capture  them.  Mrs. 
Juno  having  a  spirited  horse  quickly  left  them  in  the  rear, 
while  Miss  Cox  was  made  a  prisoner.  The  throat  of  her  hor8(  f 
was  cut,  after  it  had  been  wounded  by  a  musket  ball.  The 
bandits  with  their  two  prisoners  then  connnenced  a  retreat 
northward,  going  over  Cox  Mountain  that  they  might  keep 
clear  of  the  fort,  going  thus  by  a  circuitous  route  to  their  camp- 
ing ground  about  a  mile  east — or  perhaps  a  little  north  of  enat 
— of  the  site  of  Brandon  village.  The  Indians,  through  the 
influence  of  Stevens,  released  Miss  Cox,  and  having  given  her 
some  foml,  tl>ey  allowed  her  to  return  home,  but  with  a  caution 
to  proceed  nlowly  lest,  probably,  that  the  knowledge  of  their 
violence  mid  tlioir  whereabout  be  too  i>roinj)tly  conveyed  to  the 
fort,  uikI  tli!«  garrison  tluis  be  enabled  to  fall  iipon  them.  She 
started  slowly  for  home,  but  had  proceeded  oidy  a  short  dis- 
tance when  kIk'  saw  coining  towards  her  from  the  south  a  large, 
tierce.l()(»k.ing  Indian,  fully  armed;  he  was  acting  as  a  rear 

•ll  U  iiiiitiTitniKl  tlint  there  were,  four  ludlnnH  and  one  Tory,  llie  Intter  bclnc 

Ito-rr  Hlrvrl,,,  .Ir. 

'  Tlil«  h^r.!-  licloii;;ed  to  Joijutlinii  Uowlcy. 


162 


HISTORY  OF  PirreFORD. 


^nard  to  tho  hostilo  party.  When,  liowcvcr,  ho  snw  in  lior 
hftiul  tho  food  she  had  just  received,  he  seemed  to  reganl  that 
as  lier  pju'isport ;  and,  stepping  aside  from  the  path  slie  was 
traveling,  ho  nioti"^uod  hor  to  pass  by.  As  soon  as  slie  got  out 
of  his  sight,  she  stoj.'pud  and  divested  herself  of  every  article 
of  clothing  —  save  the  gown — that  might  impede  her  flight. 
Winged  with  uU  tho  speed  which  the  fear  of  a  hideous  captivity 
nnd  tho  sweet  hope  of  escape  could  inspire,  she  flew  towards 
tho  fort  some  five  miles  distant,  and  at  the  gate  of  it  she  pres- 
ently fell  exhausted.  Her  father  caught  her  in  his  arms  and 
carried  her  witluji  tho  enclosure,  where  she  received  such  kindly 
attention  as  her  circumstances  required. 

Miss  Co.\  was  tho  first  to  bring  tho  garrison  news  of  tho 
capture-  of  Mr.  Crippen.  Information  of  this  and  other 
outrages  committed  by  tho  enemy  soon  ran  abroad,  and  an 
additional  military  force  under  tho  command  of  Capt.  John 
SpofFord,  was  sent  to  assist  in  protecting  tho  inhabitjuits. 

The  following  is  the  "  Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Spofl()rd's  com- 
pany, Col.  Ebcnczcr  Allen's  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  service 
of  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  tho  month  of  August,  1780,  from 
tho  4th  to  the  18th,  Pittsford. 


dipt. — John  Spofford, 

Alfred  Ilathway, 

JJeut. — Nathaniel  Blanchard, 

Job  Candor, 

Jui  nig  n — Jcded  i  al  i  Jack  son , 

Samuel  Swift, 

Sergt. — Peabody  Kinne, 

Williain  Boyd, 

"        John  Barns, 

Jacob  Patridgo, 

"        Elisha  Wriglit, 

Silas  Whitney, 

*'        IsfiHc  Ilurwoll, 

Seth  Kcnno, 

Corji.—  Vv\vx  I'owoll, 

Elisha  Alien, 

"        Tiinotliy  Winter, 

Ichabod  Kendall, 

"        Elislia  Jolmson, 

Seth  Chandler, 

"        Luther  Drury, 

Benjamin  Whij^plc, 

Jaftol)  Jolmson, 

David  Whipple, 

Sanniel  Pratt, 

Silas  Pratt, 

Abraham  White, 

Comfort  Smith, 

MR.  CRIPPEN's  estate. 
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James  Fitdi, 
Cephas  Smith, 
John  Trask, 


Ziba  Parsons, 
Enos  Ives, 


Samuel  Owen, 
!Milos  I^et, 


Gershnm  Obs, 
,folin  Ward, 
John  Dajrfjet, 


Joshua  Southwort, 


James  Ohnstcad.' 


The  Indians  were  pursued,  but  tliey  sue(!eeded  m  escaping 
•with  tlieir  ])nsoner  to  Canada.  It  is  understood  tluit  ^fr. 
Cripjien  was  not  subjected  to  very  cruel  treatment  during  his 
ca])tivity,  and  that  within  less  than  a  year  he  was  jierniitted  to 
return  homo  on  his  parole.  He  then  moved  to  "Wallingford 
where  he  would  be  less  ex])osed  to  atta(!ks,  and  there  he  died 
of  typhus  fever  early  in  1783.  Mr.  Cri])pen  was  intending  to 
make  AV^allingford  merely  a  tem])orary  residence,  as  he  wished 
to  retiirn  to  I'ittsford  as  soon  as  peace  should  be  restored. 
Accordingly  he  did  not  dispose  of  his  real  estate;  here,  so  that 
we  find  the  following  account  of  the  disposition  of  it  by  the 
administrator  : 

Inventory  dated  2r)th  Nov.  1784.    Real  estate  as  follows: 
Home  Lot  ap])raised  £87 — 10s — 0 

Half  Pitch  undivided  land  £4—  0  —0 


Set  off  to  Widow  Esther  22J  acres  it  buildings. 
By  order  of  Legislature  sitting  at  Windsor  dated  8th  of  April, 

1784,  the  Administrator  was  authorized  to  sell  to  the 

amount  of  £70 — 0 — 0  to  ])ay  debts,  which  was  done  and 

sold  as  follows : 
One  half  a<-r(!  of  Town  Plot  1)id  off  by  Widow  ; 
One  lialf  acre  Pine  Hill  Lot  sold  to  .lames  Kwings. 
Pifty  acres  of  Undivided  Land  to  Calcl)  IIcikIcc; 
Home  Lot  to  Samuel  Campbell  including  Widow's  Third  with 

tlic  iiiciiiiibrance.''" 
*  I'roljatc  Uccords. 


Half  Pine  Lot 

Half  acre  Town  Plot 


£0—15  — 0 
£0—12  — 0 
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Isnnc  Matson,  after  being  held  a  prisoner  in  Canada  over 
two  years  was  releiused,  and  returned  to  his  family  in  Pittsford. 
During  his  captivity  one  of  his  sons,  Joshua,  had  died,  and  the 
family  were  in  mourning,  not  only  for  him,  but  also  for  the 
father  who  they  sujipused  was  likewise  dead.  • 

Early  in  October  the  enemy,  about  one  tJiousand  strong, 
nnder  tlie  command  of  Maj.  Carlton,  came  up  the  lake,  took 
Fort  Ann,  with  its  garrison  of  about  fifty  men,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Fort  George*  which  wjxs  also  compelled  to  surrender. 
On  their  way  to  Fort  George  they  had  laid  waste  the  countrj* ; 
and  they  now  kept  up  indications  of  making  further  advances. 
This  invasion  created  great  alarm,  and  the  militia  of  Vermont 
were  called  out  and  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Cjistleton,  under 
the  command  of  Ethan  Allen.  Capt.  Cooley  of  Pittsford 
received  this  order  on  tlie  11th,  and  the  next  day  ho  ^vas  at 
Castleton  with  liis  men. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  tlio  "  Pay  Roll  of  that  part  of 
Capt.  Benjamin  Cooley's  Company  in  Col.  Ebenezcr  Allen's 
Kegiment  of  Militia,  called  out  on  the  alarm  of  the  12th  of 
October  1780,  and  commencing  the  12th,  and  ending  the  18th 
inclusive,  the  money  being  due  from  the  State  of  Vermont : 


8 

o  . 

^8 
w  a 

h 

a" 

c  i. 

^ 

n 

■< 

c  2 

I/} 

TotAl. 

£  ».  d. 

£  *.  d. 

£   d.  d. 

£ 

•.  d. 

Cnpl.  Benjamin  Cooley,  .Oct.  12. 

Oct.  18.  7 

8—0—0 

1-17-4 

—0—4 

<>_ 

-0—8 

Lieut.  JamcM  Ewln^fi, 

II 

II  II 

6-8-0 

1-6—1 

0—1—8 

1- 

-0-0 

Bcrjjt.  Duvlil  Crii)i)en, 

II 

II  11 

a— 8—0 

0-11-1 

0—1-0 

0- 

11—1 

Corp.  Axlibcl  Ilo|>kliiK, 

II 

II  11 

2—i-i) 

0-10-2 

0—1-0 

0- 

10-3 

Nelicnilnli  lIo])ktnH, 

II 

II  11 

2—0-0 

0-0—1 

0-1—0 

0- 

-U— 4 

Ciilol)  Cooley, 

II 

II  II 

2—0-0 

0-0-4 

0-1-0 

0- 

-0—4 

K|>lirniiii  Slioufj, 

II 

11  II 

2-0-0 

0-0—4 

0-1—0 

0- 

-0-4 

Diivid  (iiliiiore. 

«( 

•  1  11 

2—0-0 

0-11—4 

0-1-0 

0- 

-0-4 

Edward  Owen, 

11 

II  11 

2-0-0 

0—0—4 

0-1—0 

0- 

-0—4 

Adonljnli  HroukH, 

II 

II  II 

2—0-0 

0-0—1 

0—1—0 

0- 

-0—1 

Total 

8- 

-a— 0 

•  Fort  George  woh  iiituated  at  the  lieud  of  Lake  George. 
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^^ceived  10th  August  1781,  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  State 
of  Vermont  the  contents  of  the  above. 

Benjamln  Cooley,  CapV 

The  enemy,  liowcver,  kept  to  the  westward  of  the  Vermont 
wttlemonts,  niid  soon  retired  to  Ticondcroga  and  Crown  Point. 
"While  at  CiustU'ton  Gen.  AUon  entered  into  negotiations  with 
tl»c  British  coniniandor  for  an  cxchnngo  of  jirisoners,  and  it 
wjw  nujtiudly  agreed  by  the  two  coniniandera  that  hostihtics 
shotdd  wiiKO  during  the  ccflitinuancc  of  tlicso  negotiations.  Tlie 
eneniv  did  not  resume  Iiostilc  demonstrations,  but  soon  returned 
down  the  hike  to  Canada,  when  Gen.  Allen,  in  conformity  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Vermont  Assembly,  discharged  the  militia 
and  volunteers  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  northern  frontier. 

The  fort  at  Center  Rutland  was  made  the  principal  depot  of 
supplies  for  the  troops  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  from 
this  central  storehouse  ammunition  and  provisions  were  con- 
veyed to  the  forts  at  East  Rutland,  Castleton  and  Pittsford  as 
they  were  needed.  But  it  wjis  found  inconvenient  to  transport 
supplies  to  the  fort  in  Pittsford,  in  consecpience  of  there  being 
no  bridge  across  Otter  Creek  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 
I'sually,  teams  could  cross  at  Pitt's. ford,  but  in  time  of  high 
wnt<'r  even  this  was  impracticable. 

'JMiis  subject  was  brought  bof(»ro  the  General  Assembly  at 
its  KCHsion  ill  October,  and  a  committee  was  aj)pointcd  to  investi- 
gate the  matter  and  report.    The  following  is  the  record : 

"  Friday  October  20,  1780. 

'J'lie  (ronimittee  }ij)pointed  to  examine  into  the  necessity 
of  building  a  bridge  in  Pittsford  &c,  brought  in  tlie  following 
rej»ort,  viz  : 

1'liat  it  is  our  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  a  bridge  fit  for 
ox  teams  to  pass  over  in  said  Pittsford  with  the  greatest  possible 
expedition. 

Signed,  Jekemiau  Clajik,  Clerk." 


166  *  HISTORY  OF  PITTSFORP. 


"Wborciw  it  is  represented  that  it  is  dnngerous  trnnsporting 
provisions  ncross  n  creek  near  Capt.  Benjamin  Cooley's  in 
Pittsfonl  to  the  garrison  in  said  towni  by  reason  of  there  not 
being  n  gowl  and  sjitHcient  bridge  over  sjiid  creek ;  Therefore, 

Jieaolved,  that  a  bridge  snfficient  for  ox  teams  with  a  loaded 
cjirt  to  pass  over,  bo  built  over  the  said  creek  near  Capt. 
C^ooley's  on  the  St^ite's  cost,  and  that  Ebenezer  Drnr}-,  Capt. 
Joseph  Saflbrd  and  Ca})t.  Benjamin  Coolcy  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  see' that  said  bridge  is  imme- 
diately built;  and  the  commander  of  the  garrison  in  Pittsford 
is  hereby  requested  to  detjich  such  a  number  from  the  garrison 
from  time  to  time,  as  ho  OJin  s])aro  to  work  on  said  bridge, 
under  the  direction  of  sjiid  committee." 

It  would  appear  frojn  the  record  that  Cai)t.  Cooloy  superin- 
tended tlio  construction  of  tlie  bridge,  and  the  following  is  his 
bill: 

"  State  of  Vermont  to  Benjamin  Cooley  Dr. 

For  building  a  bridge  in  Pittsford  by  order  of  the  General 
Assembly'. 

• 

To  114  (lays  work  Clipping  £22— IGs-Od 

"  20  days  work  Hewing  0 —  0—0 

"  42i  days  Ox  Work  4—  5—0 

«  6  Gallons  Rum  4_io_o 

"  F'lour  and  Sauco  1 —  0 — 6 

"  100  wt.  Pork       ■  2—10—0 

"  38  wt.  Beef  '  0—12—4 

"  2900  ft.  Plank  4—  7—0 

"  l.'iOO  ft.  lioards  .  1_10— 0 

"  Paying  for  two  axes  which  wore 

broke  at  Bridge  0—12—0 

"  One  Iloe  lost  0—  G— 0 
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"  Pine  Timber  for  said  Bridge  1 — 10 — 0 

"  Wiuteriiig  one  pair  of  oxen  for  State      5 —  0 — 0 


54—18—0 

Credit.    By  19  Bushels  Corn  3—17—0 


Balance  dno  61—  1— 0"» 

Capt.  Coolcy  receipted  this  bill  Aug.  10,  1781. 

That  this  l)ridge  was  built  over  the  Creek  near  tlie  present 
Gorhain  bridge  there  can  be  no  doubt.  One  or  two  men  now 
living  remember  tlmt  there  was  a  bridge  there  about  the  year 
1790,  and  that  its  locution  was  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  further 
south  tluin  the  present  bridge,  and  indeed  a  portion  of  one  of 
the  abutments  is  still  visible. 

At  this  time  the  finances  of  the  country  were  in  such  a 
condition  that  it  was  found  difficult  to  procure  provisions  for 
the  army,  and  the  Legislature,  then  in  session  at  Bennington, 
passed  tlie  following:  "Act  for  the  ])urpo8e  of  procuring  Pro- 
visions for  tlic  Troops,  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
State  for  the  year  ensuing. 

"Wliereus,  tlie  state  of  tlie  present  currency,  or  medium  of 
trade,  is  sncli  that  it  is  difficult  to  procure  necessaries  to  supply 
tlu;  nriuy,  without  calling  on  each  town  for  a  quota  of  such 
Hui)j)lieH.  Therefore, 

Jir  it  enacted^  cCv.  that  there  be  seventy-two  thousand, 
seven  liundred  and  eighty  one  pounds  of  good  beef ;  thirty  six 
thousand,  throe  hundred  and  eighty-nine  jiounds  of  good  salted 
pork,  witlidut  lioiic,  except  l)ack  bone  and  ribs;  two  hundred 
and  ciglilfcii  thousand,  three  hundred  and  nine  pounds  of  good 
inerclwintiiblc wheat  Hour;  three  thousand  and  sixty-eight  bushels 
of  rvc;  hix  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  Ijushcls  of 
indiiin  com,  coliccteri  at  the  cost  and  charge  of  tlie  resju-ctivc 
towns  in  this  State,  and  at  the  rates  or  quotas  hereafter  affixed 
to  -iuch  town-;;  iiiid  tluit  there  be  a  Commissary  General 

•TU1»  bill  does  ijiji  liiclu  Ic  labor  furulslicd  by  the  cuuiniaudcr  of  ibe  fort. 
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appointed,  who  shall  take  charge  of  tlie  same.  And  it  shall  be 
tlio  duty  of  the  selectmen  of  each  respective  town,  to  procure 
such  quotn  by  tlie  time  or  times  hereafter  dire<*tcd  by  this  act ; 
which  sele<!tmen  are  hereby  empowered  to  lev^'  a  tax  on  their 
respet^tivo  towns,  for  the  i)rocuring  such  quotn ;  and  also  such 
quantity  of  salt,  ami  number  of  biu-rels,  as  shall  be  found  nec- 
osMarj'  for  that  purpose,  and  all  the  attending  charges,  eitJier  in 
the  articles  before  described,  or  in  silver  or  paper  currency. 


And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  the  selectmen  or  other 
person  ai)pointcd  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  shall  collect, 
store  up,  or  deliver  to  the  Commissary  General  or  his  order, 
any  provision,  except  such  as  is  of  a  good  quality,  and  well 
packe<l  and  saved ;  or  of  any  other  than  the  qmdity  required 
in  this  act,  and  bo  thereof  convicted,  ho  shall  pay  treble  the 
value  of  the  article  he  should  have  procured,  to  be  disposed  of 
as  aforesaid,  unless  it  appears  that  it  was  not  through  his  neg- 
lect, or  for  wAnt  of  properly  attending  to  his  duty. 

Provided  always,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen  to 
warn  a  town  meeting,  and  consult  the  inhabitants  on  the  method 
of  procuring  such  provision.  That  the  time  for  the  flour,  pork, 
rye  and  indian  corn  to  be  provided  and  stored  in  each  town,  bo 
the  first  day  of  January  next ;  that  the  time  for  the  beef  to  bo 
provided  and  delivered,  be,  for  the  towns  of  Manchester,  Sand- 
gate  and  to  the  noiiJiward  in  the  county  of  Bennington,  tho 
eighteenth  day  of  December;  that  the  time  for  the  beef  to  be 
provided  and  delivered  for  tlie  io\vx\?,  of  Arlington,  Sunderland 
and  all  the  towjis  to  the  southward  tliereof  in  said  (roimt}',  be, 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  Jamuiry  next ;  that  the  time 
for  the  beef  to  be  provided  and  delivered  for  the  comity  of 
Cumberland,  be,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  next- 
And  that  all  such  beef  bo  delivered  on  tlie  foot,  except  such 
towns  shall  otherwise  agi-co  with  the  Commissary. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted,  tliat  to  tlie  end  it  mny  be 
Icnown  which  town  is  guilty  of  embezzling,  or  misapplying,  or 
being  any  ways  concerned  in  colleciing,  storing  up,  or  deliver- 
ing to  the  Conimissnrv,  any  jirovisions,  cxcej^t  such  as  is  of 
good  (juiility,  and  well  packed  as  aforesaid  ;  each  towii  shall 
mark  their  barrels  of  j)rovision,  to  be  delivered  as  aforesaid, 
with  the  same  nuirk  as  is  established  by  law  to  brand*  their 
honH«. 

The  Assembly  fixed  the  quota  for  every  town  in  the  State; 
tliatfor  Pitfsford  was  of  Flour  900  lbs;  of  Beef  300  lbs;  of 
salted  Pork  1 50  lbs;  of  Indian  Corn  24  bushels;  of  Ilye  12 
bushels. 

Tlio  year  1781  is  marked  by  no  very  formidable  invasions 
by  the  enemy,  but  military  oix-rations  were  mostly  confined  to 
marauding  expeditions  by  small  jiarties  of  Indians  and  tories 
who  improved  every  opportunity  to  harass  the  settlers.  Fort 
Vengeance  was  kei)t  garrisoned,  and  the  few  families  remaining 
in  the  township  resorted  there  for  jirotection  on  all  occasions  of 
alarm.  The  land  was  often  cultivated  l»y  men  working  in  com- 
panies, well  armed,  over  wliom  sentries  were  ]>laced  to  sound 
an  alarm- in  case  the  enemy  made  his  ajtpearance.  Few  families 
8j)ent  the  night  in  their  houses  when  it  was  known  that  the 
Indians  were  liovering  in  the  vicinity ;  the  most  went  to  the 
fort,  though  occasionally  a  few  betook  themselves  to  some 
thicket  in  the  woods;  and  in  the  morning  i)erhaps  they  would 
lind  one  or  more  of  their  dwellin<rs  in  ashes. 

In  the  month  of  May  .Tabez  Olmstead,  then  living  some 
two  hundred  rods  east  of  tlu;  residence  of  his  father,  discovered 
in  the  evening  several  Indians  in  tlie  vicinity,  and  not  deeming 
it  safe  to  ri'jmir  to  tlie  fort  in  consequence  of  the  Indians  lurk- 
ing in  that  direction,  with  his  wife  and  one  (;hiM  he  proceeded 
MMuc  distatic(!  in  aji  opposite  direction,  and  lay  in  the  woods 

•  riir  (ii  iii  riil  A""<  nitplv,  111  Fcliriinrv,  l~7'.>,  pnsttid  nii  act  lailabliBhlng  lowu 
brauiU  lor  borswi.    TUc  briiuU  for  I'llUford  vaa  iLc  Ugurc  8. 


/ 
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tlirough  tlic  night.  Tlio  next  niornin<;  he  found  his  homo 
deetroyod  and  gnve  notice  of  tlie  event  at  the  fort  when  tlio 
SoUliers  went  inunedintely  in  pursuit  of  the  destroyers.  During 
tlieir  nbsenco  the  Inchnns  nttacked  the  fort,  and  ns  there  were 
but  three  men  rcmnining  in  it,  the  women  seized  muskets, 
fought  witli  the  men,  and  made  a  successful  defence. 

A  few  days  later,  as  men  were  at  work  at  Fassett's  saw- 
mill,* one  of  the  men,  who  had  been  placed  as  scntr}-,  discov- 
ered on  the  top  of  the  hill,  some  twenty  rods  west  of  the  mill, 
the  heads  of  some  six  or  eight  Indians,  with  feathers  in  their 
cajis.  A  swift  messenger  was  immediately  dispatched  to  notify 
the  connnander  at  Fort  Vengeance  of  the  presence  of  the  sav- 
ages, and  to  ask  him  to  send  a  company  to  intercept  their 
return  to  tlie  north.  The  Indians  finding  the  workmen  in 
considerable  force  and  prepared  for  defence,  slowly  withdrew. 
The  nn'll  party,  well  armed,  went  in  pursuit,  and  followed 
dose  upon  them  till  the}'  arrived  near  the  brook,  just  soutij  of 
tlie  prcfiout  town  farm,  where  the  Indians  discovered,  advancing 
upon  them  from  the  nortli,  tlie  company  which  had  been  sent 
out  from  the  fort;  and  finding  their  retreat  northward  cut  ofi', 
they  quickly  jdimgod  into  the  channel  of  the  brook,  and  by 
holding  their  heads  low,  succeeded  in  making  their  escape 
unobKcrved  eastward. 

In  the  month  of  Jinu«,  tlu^  Tiidians  in  considerable  force 
])lanned  a  vigorous  assault  upon  Fort  Vengeance.  The  force 
engaged  in  this  daring  midertaking  was  a  trooj)  of  tlie  Couglina- 
wagas,  under  the  connnand  of  tliiit  renowned  cliicf,  "  Tonio," 
who  had  eHtablishcd  for  himself  tb<!  reputation  of  a  shrewd, 
bold  and  powerfid  leader.  Tiu?  attack  was  ]>lanne(l  for  the 
iiiglit  and  was  designed  to  be  a  complete  surprise  to  tlie  gar- 
rison. Hilt  some  of  the  soldiers,  who  bad  been  <utt  on  a  scouting 
tour,  (liscover(!(l  the  enemy  at  some  distaiiee  from  the  lort,  and, 

'Tills  mill  «too(l  whuru  Suilih  aud  Darbur'«  uilll  uow  oUiuda. 
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readily  divining  their  intention,  hastened  back  and  commimi- 
•cjxted  tJie  intelligence  to  Capt.  Brookins.  The  latter  at  once 
laid  his  plans  to  give  the  savages  a  warm  reception.  Early  in 
the  evening  he  sent  n  detachment  of  his  men  a  little  distance 
from  the  fort  in  the  direction  from  which  he  supposed  the 
Indians  would  advance,  and  ordered  thom  to  lie  in  amhush  and 
wait  the  a]iproach  of  the  red-skins.  As  soon  as  they  should 
como  within  range  the  soldiers  wero  to  lire  upon  tiiem  and 
retreat  innnodiately  within  the  fort.  A  little  past  midnight  the 
listening  soldiers  heard  in  the  distance  the  cautious  tread  of 
ngilo  foet,  and  soon  ai)pcared  dimly  the  dusky  forms  of  the  foe, 
in  single  file,  pressing  on  towards  the  fort«  The  signal  was 
given,  when  an  unexi>ected  voile}'  threw  the  braves  into  confu- 
sion, during  which  the  whites  retreated  within  their  fortification, 
and  the  garrison  held  itself  in  readiness  for  an  assault.  But 
when  the  Indians  had  felt  the  fire  of  the  ambuscade  the  air  was 
rent  with  their  hideous  yells;  and  as  those  sounds  died  away, 
there  died  also  their  jiurpose  of  attacking  the  fort.  Early  in 
the  morning  the  soldiers  sallied  out  to  the  scene  of  the  night's 
adventure,  when  they  discovered  blood  with  other  indications 
that  their  volley  had  been  effective.  They  were  satisfied  tliat 
one  Indian  had  been  killed  and  others  wounded. 

The  following  is  tlie  "List  of  names  in  Capt.  James  Brook- 
ins"*  Pay  Eoll  of  himself  and  company  in  service  of  the  State 
of  Vt.  from  the  begiiming  of  the  Campaign  in  1781  to  tlieSOth 
of  June,  in  said  year. 

Capt. — James  Brookins,  John  Ilaynman, 

Jj'u  ul. — Klias  Hall,  Samuel  Swift, 

"        David  I'owers,  Jona.  Shei>Iiard, 

Senjl. — Alplious  Hall,  Saml.  Philips, 

"        Kleazer  Marble,  Asaliel  AVilliams, 

"        JClisher  Siiiitli,  Philij*  Sprague, 

"        Solomon  Cogswell,  Obadiah  Noble, 
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Corp.— Oliver  Wright, 

Kath'niel  Hamilton, 

"       Sil««  Brookius, 

Samuel  Owen, 

**       Isanc  Gnmt, 

Caleb  AVarren, 

«'       Timothy  Chirk, 

Caleb  Haywood, 

Kuhciniah  Kellogg, 

Kath'niel  Allen, 

John  Lewis, 

Abraham  Owen, 

John  Mnrtin, 

Isaac  Laughborough, 

Eli  Freeman, 

Saml.  Chipman, 

Jodidiah  Blackmar, 

Kichard  Chamberlin, 

Anw.iah  Church, 

Jona.  l^cwton, 

Imuic  Fenny, 

Epliraim  Wescott, 

Chancy  Clark, 

Jona.  Remington,   >  ••  • 

Ilczokiah  Rhodes, 

Usual  Parsons,  \ 

Elihu  Allen, 

John  Cook, 

Justus  Brewster, 

Mansan  Cook, 

Moses  ]ieech, 

John  Cristie, 

Jesse  Lang, 

Fifer — Joseph  Dewey, 

Daniel  Ilaskins, 

Drummer — Martin  Adams, 

David  Koberts, 

Comfort  Smith,  v  : 

ShiuucI  Morrison 

Moses  Powers, 

John  Wilson, 

Jolin  Cook." 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Toino  returned  to  Coughnawaga, 
tlio  residence  of  his  tribe,  and  engaged  in  civil  pursuits.  In 
that  place,  for  some  years,  lie  kept  a  public  house.  Captain 
Brookins,  in  paHsiug  through  that  region  about  the  year  1800, 
chancx'd  to  etoj)  at  this  Uivcrn.  Observing  tlnit  the  landlord — 
a  stout  intelligent  Indian — limped  a  little  in  walking,  he  asked 
hinj  tlie  cause  of  it.  The  reply  was,  ''Me  wounded  at  Pitts- 
ford  fort."  This  response  brought  to  tlio  Ciiptain's  mind"  tlie 
night-scene  near  the  fort  in  1781,  and  it  occurred  to  him  that 
this  Indian  might  have  been  one  of  tlie  braves  wounded  by  the 
ambuscade.  Ho  nuide  further  inquiries  in  rcppect  to  the  time 
and  circumstances  of  Tome's  woimding,  and  discovered  that  tlio 
limping  landlord  was  the  chief  who  had  led  the  savages  agaiufit 
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the  fort  on  that  well-remembered  night.  Other  facts  elicited 
from  the  chief,  were  corroborative  of  the  opinion  entertained 
by  tlie  gan*ison  at  the  time,  tliat  one  Indian  was  killed  and 
tliat  othere  were  wounded.  The  Captain  neglected  to  inform 
Tonio  that  the  former  commander  of  Fort  Vengeance  was 
before  him,  but  wljcther  this  reticence  was  prompted  hy  the 
consciousness  that  ho  was  then  in  his  power,  we  are  not 
informe<l. 

A  few  years  later,  Allen  Penfield,  Esq.,  was  traveling 
through  the  same  region  and  sto])ped  at  the  same  tavern. 
Tomo  was  no  longer  the  landlord,  but  he  was  still  about  there. 
He  was  advanced  in  years  and  somewhat  decrepit.  As  soon  as 
the  old  cliief  leanied  that  Mr.  Penfield  was  from  Pittsford,  he 
made  special  effort  to  form  his  acquaintance.  He  engaged  a 
room,  liad  it  well  warmed  and  lighted,  and  into  tliis  he  took 
Mr.  Penfield,  excluding  all  other  company.  Here  ho  spent 
hours  in  questioning  the  stranger  respecting  the  condition  of 
his  former  favorite  hunting-grounds  and  fishing-grounds.  And 
Mr.  Penfield  declares  that  this  aged  Indian  gave  a  more  accu- 
rate description  of  Otter  Creek  and  the  adjacent  valley,  from 
Sutherland  Falls  to  Middlebury,  than  ho  could  possibly  liave 
done,  though  familiar  with  them  from  his  boyhood,  Tomo 
gave  Mr.  Penfield  a  full  account  of  the  contenqUated  attack 
upon  Pittsford  fort,  pulled  up  his  pants  and  showed  him  the 
scjir  nj)on  his  leg  where  he  was  wounded  by  a  nnisket-ball,  and 
narrated  the  circumstances  attending  the  Indians'  retreat,  as 
well  as  the  conveyance  of  their  dead  comrade  to  the  place  of 
burial.  The  interview  was  pleasant  and  conliul  and  full  of 
interest,  and  at  parting  the  old  chief  congratulated  Mr.  rcniield 
on  succeeding  to  so  goodly  a  heritage,  while  the  latter  in 
turn  expressed  his  wish  that  the  remaining  days  of  his  host 
might  be  i)eaceful  and  happy. 

It  is  vcr}'  much  to  be  regretted  that  so  little  can  be  learned 
of  the  active  life  of  Tomo.    For  many  years  he  was  known  to 
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the  white  men  as  n  bold  nnd  cunning  chief,  but  the  most  of  his 
dcetlH  hnvo  pnjwed  into  olilivion.  His  full  name  was  Thomas 
Orakrenton.  It  appears  that  he  was  born  on  the  9tli  of  Octo- 
ber, 1752.  In  the  Ke<;ister  of  Baptisms,  *fec.,  of  the  mission 
of  8a\ilt  St.  l^uis,  is  found  a  record  of  Thomas  Orakrenton's 
baj^tisin,  iji  Latin,  as  follows  : 

25  "  Equidcm  baptizavi  cum  Ecclesioe  ceremoniis 

Orakrenton.       i)uerum  eodcm  die  9  Octobro  natuni  ex  patre 
;Matthia  Teshonarcnion  et  ex  matre  Ccciha 
Anhrcnsile  cojijugibus  qucm  Thomam  nominavit  Thomaa 
Haonhront^iakare  lilius.  . 

Signo  (a  un  des  actes  precedents) 

Jos.  llDQirarr." 

IIo  married  Aiuistiwio  Teramistha,  by  whom  ho  had  twelve 
children,  seven  of  which  died  in  childhood,  and  five  arrived  at 
the  ago  of  maturity,  as  follows:  Joseph  Teluujisesha,  Michel 
Tsioronrati,  Kccri*  Saioris,  mother  of  Anno  Kaheriton  tho 
widow  of  SyiK'co  Teliemiraron  still  living,  Charlotte  Tekaiaks 
and  Susanno  Kurakrcntlia. 

During  some  part  of  his  elder  years  he  carried  on  a  trade 
in  skins  in  a  stone  house  occupied  at  the  present  time  by  Pierre 
Kecherdton,  called  Murray,  a  merchant,  one  of  his  relatives  or 
descendants. 

Thomas  Orakronton  died  at  his  hojne  in  Caughnawaga  on 
the  11th  (lay  of  February,  1825,  as  will  appear  by  tho  fol- 
lowing : 

('<■  "On  the  11th  day  of  February  eighteen 

Tiioniiis  hundred  and  twenty-live,  I  the  undersigned 

Orakrenton.  nilKsioiuiry   buried   Thonuis  Orakrenton, 

husband  of  Anastasia  Teramistha  deceased, 

•  Or  wurdit  to  tlinl  effect. 


INTER VTKW  BKT^VEEN  PATRIOT  AND  TORT. 


175 


aged  sevcyty  three  years  and  four  months  the  day  before  j'es- 

terday,  died  witli  the  assistance  of  the  church, 

Charles  Olinarcra  and  Jean  Baj)ti8te  Aterainarikhon  who 
«    •    •  * 

Jos.  Markoux,  Priest. 

This  extract,  sip^ncd  by  the  actual  missionary  at  Sault  St. 
Louis,  alias  Caughnawapi,  wo  declare  and  certify  to  bo  a  copy 
of  the  original  inscribed  in  the  archives  of  the  said  mission. 

Caughnawaga  July  fourth  eighteen  Inmdred  and  seventy-one. 

M.  V.  BtKTIN." 

Tt  wjifl  probably  about  this  time  that  the  interview  reputed  to 
have  been  held  between  Captnin  Benjamin  Cooley  and  Roger 
Stevens,  Jr.,  took  jdace.  It  appears  that  in  the  evening  of  tlie 
seventh  of  April,  1780,  Capt.  Cooley  went  on  horseback  to 
carry  homo  Mi-s.  John  May  who  had  been  at  his  house  nursing 
Mrs.  Cooley,  who  was  sick.  On  his  return,  when  ho  had  got 
near  where  the  present  Gorham  bridge  now  stands,  his  horse  sud- 
denly 8toj)ped  and  aj^peared  very  nmch  frightened.  "  "What !" 
says  the  Ca])tain,  "  do  you  smell  a  tory  ?"  A])plying  his  whip 
t^»  the  animal  he  succeeded  in  forciu''  him  aloiiir.  Ko  more 
wa«  thought  of  the  circumstance  at  the  time,  but  this  year, 
1781,  while  Ca*i)t.  Cooley  was  on  duty  at  the  fort,  he  received 
a  not(!  from  Roger  Stevens,  Jr.,  wlio  was  in  the  vicinity  at  the 
head  of  a  s<!Outing  ])arty  of  Indians  and  tories — requesting  an 
interview  and  a])pointing  a  time  and  ])lace.  He  asked  the 
Cai>tain,  moreover,  to  apj)ear  there  with  his  side  arms,  and 
assured  him  that  ho  would  meet  him  alone,  unarmed,  and  as  a 
friend.  The  ('a])tain  comjilied,  and  held  a  lojig  interview  witli 
his  old  neighbor.  In  the  courne  of  the  conversation  Stevens 
renuirked  to  llie  Caj)tain  that  he  sii]t])Osed  his  former  towns- 
men blamed  liim  very  much  for  the  jiart  he  had  acted  in  the 
war;  but  he  stated  tliat  he  had  b(!en  governed  by  his  convic- 
tions of  duty,  and  that  notwithstanding  the  course  he  had 
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taken,  be  wns  then  nnd  nhvnrs  Imd  been,  n  friend  to  the  people 
of  Pittsford,  nnd  tlmt  lie  liad  done  them  many  favors  of  which 
tlioy  were  entirely  ijjnorant.  For  -when  the  Indians  had  taken 
any  of  ther  number  jirisoners  he  had  used  his  influence  in 
saving  their  lives,  mitij^ating  their  Bufl'erings  and  efllecting  tlieir 
release  from  captivit}*.  And  to  convince  the  Captain  that  he 
had  refrained  from  exercising  his  power  to  harm  the  inhabit- 
ants, ho  asked  him  whether  he  remembered  the  evening  when 
returning  from  Mr.  May's,  his  horse  became  frightened  and 
refused  to  procce<l,  and  he  inquired  of  the  animal  if  ho  smelt  a 
tory.  The  Capt^iin  replied  in  tlie  afhrmative.  "  "Well,"  said 
Stovons,  "  I  was  but  a  few  feet  from  you  with  a  party  of  Indi- 
ans, and  might  easily  have  killed  you  or  nuido  you  a  prisoner ; 
but  ^viflh^ng  you  well  I  refrained,  tliough  against  tlio  wishes  of 
tho  Indians." 

It  is  not  probable  that  Stevens  remained  long  about  here  after 
tins  interview,  as  he  persevered  in  his  attachment  to  tlie  cruise  of 
the  enemy.  After  tho  war,  ho  settled  in  Canada,  near  tho  liideau 
river,  in  which,  some  years  later,  ho  was  drowned  while  shoot- 
ing ducks.  His  wife  did  not  long  survive  him.  They  had  one 
daughter,  Martha,  who  married  a  Mr.  Burritt,  and  whoso 
descondanta  now  live  in  Canada.  Ho  had  also  two  sons,  Guy 
and  Christopher,  both  of  whom  left  Canada  at  an  early  ago 
and  have  not  since  been  heard  from. 

Early  in  August,  Gen.  Stark,  of  New  Ilampsliire,  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  northern  department,  with  his  head- 
quarters at  Saratoga,  and  he  was  in  constant  commimicatiim 
with  tho  mihtnry  autliorities  of  Vermont,  who  promised  him 
all  tho  assistance  in  tlieir  power  to  repel  the  common  enemy. 
Ti>oijgh  the  BritiKh  had  a  large  force  in  Camida  at  this  time, 
they  attempted  little,  except  to  make  a  few  demonstrations 
from  St.  Johns,  still  these  demonstrations  were  sufticient  to 
keep  tlu!  ]teo])]e  of  Vermont  in  a  constant  state  of  alarm.  It 
is  probable  that  tho  activity  of  the  enemy  was  stayed,  in  view 
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of  certain  negotiations  then  pending  between  the  authorities  of 
Vemont  and  the  British  Generak,  by  which  the  latter  hoped  to 
make  a  peaceful  conquest  of  tlie  State.  The  history  of  those  nego- 
tiations is  foreign  to  our  purjwse.*  In  the  fall,  however,  the 
enemy  in  considerable  force  came  up  the  lake  as  far  as  Ticon- 
deroga;  but  the  news  of  tlio  surrender  of  Cornwallis,  on  the 
19th  of  October,  so  disheartened  them  that  they  soon  after 
retired  down  the  lake,  and  went  into  Annter  quartoi-s  in  Canada, 
without  hav'ing  done  any  injury  to  the  peoj[)le  of  Vermont. 

.  There  was  much  onxiety  in  the  public  mind  to  know  what 
effect  the  surrender  of  Coniwallis  would  have  upon  the  British 
and  how  it  would  influence  their  plan  of  operations  for  tlio 
year  1782.  It  was  generally  believed,  however,  that  as  they 
had  a  large  force  in  Canada,  an  invasion  of  tlie  nortliem  fron- 
tier would  bo  resolved  upon.  In  anticipation  of  this,  the  Legis- 
lature in  February  ordered  the  raising  of  tlireo  hundred  men 
for  garrisoning  the  frontier  posts,  and  they  were  to  serve  from 
the  J  5th  of  April  to  the  J  5th  of  December.  The  Board  of 
War  was  directed  to  allot  to  each  town  its  quotn  of  said  levy, 
according  to  the  common  lists  of  said  towns  made  for  the  year 
1781,  and  each  town  was  also  roqm'red  ,to  provide  the  wages 
for  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  which  it  fur- 
nished, a  sergeant  to  receive  two  pounds  eight  shillings  per 
month,  a  corjioral,  drum  or  fife,  two  pounds  four  shillings,  and 
a  j)rivatc,  two  pounds. 

I^it  instead  of  entering  at  once  upon  open  hostilities,  as 
had  been  expected,  the  British  agents  resumed  the  negotiations 
M-hicli  had  been  so  abruptly  terminated  the  previous  full,  and 
the  KciiKon  wore  awny  in  "masterly  inactivity,"  though  a  large 
Britinli  force  in  the*vicinity  of  the  lake,  kept  tlie  j>eoj)lo  of 
Vermont  in  a  state  of  continual  a])i)rehension,  and  nunors  of 
aggressive  movements  created  frequent  alarms.     That  Gen. 
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Unldiihnnd,  tho  cominnndor  of  tlie  Britisli  forces  in  Canada, 
iiitvndcd  to  enter  the  frontier  towiis  witli  a  powerful  army, 
aUout  tlie  month  of  June,  tlicrc  can  he  no  douht;  hiithefore  tlio 
nocessnrv  arranpements  coukl  he  made,  he  received  from  Sir 
(luy  Carleton  who  had  heen  appointed  to  the  chief  connnand 
in  America,  a  dispatch  communicating  the  pacific  intentions  of 
tlio  new  ministry  and  their  instructions  prohihiting  further 
ofl'ensive  movenients.  These  instructions  were  not  then  known 
to  tho  i)eoj)le  of  Vermont,  and  consequently  they  were  not 
wliolly  relieved  froni  the  fears  of  an  invasion  until  they  received 
intelligence  of  the  provisional  articles  of  j)eace,  which  were 
8igne<l  at  I'aris  on  the  last  day  of  Kovend)er,  1782. 

"\Vo  have  thus  Hketclicd  the  ])rincipal  events  in  tho  Kevolu- 
tionary  war,  which  have  jnost  specially  interested  the  iidiahitants 
of  Pittsford.  In  tho  oftico  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  there  arc 
certain  papers  which  contain  a  few  supplementarj'  references  to 
persons  who  resided  in  this  town  and  it  may  be  wortli  while  to 
notice  them. 

On  the  Roll  of  Capt.  Brownson's  Company  called  out  for 
tl>o  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  tho  New  Hampshire  Grants  in 
June,  1770,"  wc  fin^  the  name  of  Jabez  Olmstcad  who  served 
22  days  and  received  £2 — 48 — Gd. 

On  the  Roll  of  "  Caj)t.  Parmelee  Allen's  Company  of 
Rangers,  ^faj.  Ehcnezer  Allen's  detachment,  raised  for  tho 
defence  of  tho  State  of  Vermont,"  are  tho  names  of  Thomas 
Tuttlc,  Natliun  Rowley,  IIoi)kin8  Rowley  and  Ira  Rood,  who 
served  from  Feh.  Ist  to  Dec.  1st,  1780. 

On  the  Roll  of  "  Capt.  Tehan  Nolde's  Company,  Col. 
AVarren's  Regiment,  which  served  in  defence  of  the  northern 
frontier,"  are  the  names  of  Ira  Rood,  ^lio  served  from  !May 
6th  to  June  18lit;  and  Nathaniel  Alontague  wlio  served  from 
May  7th  to  June  18tli,  1781. 

On  llie  Roll  of  "Ca])t.  AVilliam  IIut(liinsoii''K  lnd('j)endent 
Conjpany,  on  duty  at  Castleton  and  Tittsford  fortes,"  we  find 
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the  names  of  Josliiia  Juno  and  John  May,  who  een-ed  from 
2sov.  20,  1781,  to  May  1,  1782. 

On  tlie  Roll  of  "  Capt.  Patterson's  Company,  Col.  AVarren's 
Eepment,  for  service  in  tlie  alarm  in  October,  1781,"  are  the 
names  of  Sanuicl  Hopkins  and  James  lIo})kins. 

On  the  lioU  of  "  Capt,  Jotlumi  "White's  Company,  Col. 
Fletcher's  Kegiment,"  is  the  name  of  Ashbel  Hopkins,  who 
served  from  July  Ist  to  Dec.  19,  1781. 

On  the  Roll  of  "  Capt.  Zadock  Everest's  Compiuiy,  Col.  Iru 
Allen's  Regiment,"  is  the  name  of  James  Hopkins,  who  was 
allowed  pay  for  27  miles  travel  and  9  days  service — 1781. 

On  the  Roll  of  "  Capt.  Eli  Noble's  Company,  in  the  sennce 
of  the  State  from  the  IGth  of  August  to  the  21st  of  Nov., 
1780,"  are  the  names  of  Aaron  Parsons  and  Abraham  Owen. 

On  the  Roll  of  "  Capt.  Lee's  Lidependent  Corjis  of  Rangers 
in  the  throe  years  service,"  is  tlie  name  of  Jabez  Olmstead. 

On  the  Roll  of  "  Cai)t.  Joshua  Babcock's  Company,  in  tho 
Battalion  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  "Walbridge,"  is  the  name 
of  Luther  Drury. 

rjmTION  OF  JONATHAN  ROWLKY  AND  OALKU  IIENDEK. 

"  To  the  Hon.  the  General  Assembly  of  tlie  Stjite  of  Vermont 
to  Be  convened  at  Benniii<jton  Jan.  31,  1782. 
The  memorial  of  Jonathan  Rowley  and  Caleb  Hendco 
of  Piftsford  in  Rutland  County,  Humbly  bhoweth,  that  your 
honor's  Memorialists  situated  in  Pittsford,  Lying  adjoining  tho 
Gai-rison,  chiefly  on  the  north  side  of  the  Garrison,  rendered  it 
iin])nicticuble  for  us  consistent  with  j)ru(lence  to  continue  on 
and  improve  our  houses  and  lands,  we  thought  lit  by  the 
advice  of  tlie  ])rinci}»al  olKcers  of  tho  GarriK<»n  to  remove  our 
families  into  the  more  iuteridr  parts  of  the  State,  since  which 
time  the  Garrison  has  made  use  of  about  2000  feet  of  boards 
wliich  wore  tlie  ])ro])erty  of  Jonatiian  Rowley,  your  lioiiois 
memorialist,  the  bigger  half  of  said  boards  were  taken  from 
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his  house,  the  npi>er  and  lower  floors  being  loose,  and  tlie  parti- 
tion and  coiling  boards  &c.,  t«kon  and  improved  for  the  barracks^ 
and  a  considernblo  number  of  nails  taken  for  the  same  use,  some 
of  the  shingles  of  the  roof  taken  off  for  the  nails.  The  state 
hath  boon  bonefitcd  bv  our  fields  and  meadows  for  feeding  the 
cattle,  and  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  stnte ;  and  we  your  honors' 
memorialists  have  l)een  and  still  are  put  to  great  distress  to 
8upi)ort  their  families,  we  think  it  altogether  reasonable  tliat 
the  st^ito  should  pay  us,  at  least,  what  they  have  been  benefited 
by  our  pro[>erty  if  not  the  damages  for  buniing  our  fences  for 
firo  wood  and  many  other  daiiuiges.  Your  honor's  memorialists 
would  tliorcforo  pray  that  the  Hon.  the  General  Assembly 
would  appoint  a  committee  to  look  into  the  affair  and  examine 
into  the  whole  of  the  circumstances,  and  make  their  report  to 
Bomo  Board  as  your  honors  shall  think  proper.  That  your 
honors'  memorialists  may  be  considered  Jind  have  justice  done 
in  tlio  case,  as  your  honors'  memorialist^}  in  duty  bound  sliall 
over  pray. 

Dated  in  Danby,  20th  June,  1782. 

Jonathan  Rowlky, 
Calkb  IIknuee." 

  • 

This  petition  has  the  following  endorsement : 

"In  Gonerul  Assembly  Feb.  7,  1782. 

The  within  petition  was  read  and  dismissed. 

Attest,  RoswKLL  Hopkins,  Clerk." 

"PrrrsFORn,  May  28,  1784. 

Tlicn  a])pli(!ntion  being  made  by  Mr.  Caleb  Ilendec  of  said 
Pittsford  to  us  John  Mott  and  Amos  Cutler  of  Jirandon,  to 
apprise  on  said  day  the  damages  done  him  the  said  Ilendee,  on 
his  place  in  time  of  the  war  by  the  garrison  being  erected  there 
in  said  place.  We  living  near  in  said  Brandon  and  ]>cing  in 
some  measure  acquainted  with  the  articles  that  were  on  said 


ANECDOTE  OF  ABEL  STEVENS. 


181 


Hendee's  place  that  are  now  destroyed  or  gone,  we  truly  judge 

the  house  would  have  been  worth  at  tlie  end 

of  the  war  £10— 12s— 6d 

Bam  would  have  been  wortli  6 —  0  — 0 

Fences     "      "       "      "  15—  0  —0 

Wood  lot "      «       "      "  11—  0  —0 

Maple  trees  saved  for  sugaring,  6 —  0  — 0 

Apple  orcharding  22 — 10  — 0 


£70—  28— 6d 


Attest,  John  Mott, 

Amos  Cutler." 

Mr.  Hondee  presented  a  petition  to  tlie  General  Assembly 
in  1786,  asking  for  twenty-four  pounds  as  compensation,  for 
one  years  use  of  his  farm  by  the  SUitc  troops.  This  petition 
was  favorably  entertained,  and  tlie  amount  asked  for  pjiid. 

In  this  chapter  and  the  one  preceding  relating  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  we  have  given  an  account  of  most  of  tlie  known 
events,  in  which  the  inhabit^ints  of  this  town  or  any  portion  of 
them,  took  an  active  part.  Tradition  luis  transmitted  to  us 
some  anecdotes  pertaining  to  the  period  immediately  following 
tlie  war,  though  the  most  of  these  are  too  uncertain  to  be 
recorded  as  authentic  history.  The  following,  however,  comes 
from  a  soiu*ce  which  entitles  it  to  credit:  Among  the  early 
inhHl)it4ints  of  the  town  were  a  few  men  who,  at  tlie  usual  sea- 
son, dealt  quite  largely  in  furs,  and  hunting  and  trapping  were 
to  thorn  not  only  pastimes,  but  sources  of  considerable  income. 
Abel  Stevens  wtis  one  of  this  class.  In  the  fall  of  1782,  or 
abcut  that  time,  he  went  on  a  hunting  expedition  to  the  north- 
ern j)art  of  the  State,  and  upon  territory  claimed  by  the 
Canghnawagu  Indians.  In  his  rambles  he  chanced  to  meet  a 
hunter  of  that  tribe.  The  Indian  treated  him  cordially,  j)ro- 
fct>»cd  great  frieiidbhip,  and  invited  him  to  accompany  him  to 
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new  grouiui  where  game  was  more  nbundiuit.  After  a  little 
discuMiion  tlioy  agreed  to  go  in  company  one  week,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  to  divide  their  furs  equally.  It  was  a 
BucceRsful  expedition,  and  when  the  time  had  expired  tliey 
divided  their  furs  according  to  agreement  and  set  out  on  their 
return.  As  they  were  traveling  along  a  narrow  foot-path 
Stevens  who  was  in  advance  heard  behind  him  a  sound  like  the 
snap  of  ft  gun.  Tuniing  quickly  he  saw  that  the  Indian  had 
treacherously  attempted  to  shoot  him,  but  his  gun  had  missed 
fire.  AVithout  a  moment's  delay,  Stevens  lodged  the  contents  of 
Ills  gim  in  the  Indian's  heart,  took  tlie  furs  of  both  and  returned 
liomo. 

In  about  ft  year  from  that  time  Mr.  Stevens  decided  to  revisit 
the  wimo  territory.  But  this  time  ho  took  with  him  Gardner 
Simonds,  an  oxporionced  hunter  from  Elizabethtown,  N.  Y. 
Tlioy  were  quite  successftil  in  collecting  furs,  but  on  their 
return  they  were  followed  by  a  party  of  Indians  who  were 
in<!enKed  at  them  for  trespass,  and  quite  likely  had  in  mind  the 
fftte  of  one  of  their  tribe  the  year  before.  On  reaching  the 
town  of  Addison,  it  being  late  in  tlie  full  and  quite  cold, 
Stevens  went  into  a  house  to  warm  himself.  As  he  sat  by 
the  fire,  a  tidl,  angry -looking  Indian  entered  the  room,  and 
ftpproaching  him  in  a  menacing  manner,  said,  *'  Me  come  to 
kill  thee."  Stevens,  who  was  a  very  large,  athletic  man,  rose 
quickly  and  struck  the  Indian  a  powerful  blow  which  felled  him 
to  the  floor,  where  he  lay  some  time  in  an  inscnsil)lc  condition. 
In  themeftntime  Stevens  and  Simonds  hastened  on  their  return, 
but  finding  IndianH  in  pursuit,  they  turned  westward  and  went 
to  Ticonderoga,  where  they  remained  several  days.  After 
changing  their  course,  the  Indians,  losing  all  traces  of  them, 
gave  up  the  pursuit  and  all  but  one  turned  back.  This  one — 
stjpposed  to  be  the  one  whom  Stevens  liad  floored — came  on 
to  l*itt«ford,  and  for  several  days  was  seen  lurking  in  the  woods 
in  the  vicinity  of  Stevens'  hojise.    In  about  a  week  Stevens, 
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accompanied  by  Simonds,  returned  to  Pittsford  and  on  being 
informed  of  the  proximity  of  tlio  Indian,  lie  knew  very  well 
that  the  savage  was  seeking  personal  revenge,  and  that  his  life 
was  in  danger.  Simonds,  who  well  understood  Indian  tactics, 
determined  to  protect  his  friend  and  relievo  tlie  town  of  so 
dangerous  a  visitor.  Being  well  armed,  he  went  into  the  woods 
near  Stevens'  house,  and  lay  in  ambush,  waiting  the  approach 
of  tlie  enemy.  After  several  days  of  anxious  waiting,  he  con- 
cluded to  change  his  position,  and  walking  cautiously  do\ni  the 
Creek,  just  in  the  eveniiig  twilight  he  discovered,  near  the  foot 
of  what  is  now  known  as  Towni  Hill,  the  tall  form  of  an  Indian 
crcci)ing  stealthily  along,  and  headed  towards  Stevens'  house. 
Just  as  he  was  passing  the  most  easterly  point  of  the  short 
cun'e  of  the  Creek — that  pai-t  of  it,  the  channel  of  Avhich  is 
now  nearly  dr}',  the  water  having  cut  a  shorter  channel  farther 
west — Simonds  shot  him  through  tl>e  heart.  Taking  his  gun, 
powder-horn  and  bullet-pouch,  together  with  the  rings  from  his 
cars,  he  rolled  his  body  into  the  Creek,  and  with  the  trophies 
of  his  victory  he  i)roceeded  to  Stevens'  house,  and  communi- 
cated to  him  and  his  family  the  gratifving  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  the  blood-thirsty  being  of  whom  they  had  such  fearful 
apprehension.  This  was  probably  the  last  Indian  who  was 
killed  on  Pittsford  soil.  Mr.  Stevens  resided  in  this  town  about 
ten  years  after  this  event,  and  then  with  his  family  he  removed 
to  Canada  where  he  died  in  1828. 


/  • 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Immigrants  after  the  War,  and  their  Locations;  Proprie^ 
tori  Meetings;  Survey  of  Town  Plot  Lots;  The  Insur- 
rection; Ai^est  and  trial  of  the  Regulators ;^^  Apology; 
Leader  expelled  from  the  General  Assembly;  1780  — 
1790. 

Jonnthnn  "NVnrner,  Eleozcr  Ilnrwood  nnd  Caleb  Cooley 
located  in  Pitteford  in  1780. 

Jonatlian  Warner  wj»8  bom  in  Sandcrsfield,  Conn.,  Mardi 
17,  1760,  came  to  Pittsford  in  1772,  and  bought  of  Isaac 
Fellows  two  rights  of  laud  originally  owned  by  Benijali  Hunt- 
ley and  Natlian  Jewett.  The  deed  was  dated  Octol>cr  10, 1772, 
and  was  in  consideration  of  £20,  L.  M.  A  part  of  tills  land 
was  so  pitched  as  to  include  the  farms  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Wamer's'grandson,  Jonathan  Warner,  and  E.  M.  Bailey.  The 
following  year  lie  coinmonced  some  improvements  on  his  pur- 
chase. His  first  clearing  was  near  where  Mr.  Bailey  now  lives. 
In  1774,  he  built  a  log  house  which  stood  a  few  rods  north  of 
the  ground  on  which  Mr.  Bailey's  house  stands,  and  near  tlie 
location  of  the  present  liighway.  January  1,  1775,  he  married 
Mary  Griffin.  At  that  time  it  wm  his  intention  to  make  his 
home  in  Pittsford  the  following  spring ;  but  on  tlie  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  he  clianged  his  ])lanB  and  entered  tlio  service  of 
his  country.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Brooklyn,  was  with 
Washington  on  his  retreat  through  New  Jorscy,  and  was  also 
in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton.  On  arriving  at  the 
Delaware  river  the  night  before  the  former  battle,  Wasliiiigton 
wished  to  obtain  a  boat  from  the  opposite  shore,  and  called 
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upon  some  one  to  swim  the  stream  and  get  it.  Warner  volun- 
teered and  obtained  the  boat.  Fatting  him  on  the  slioulder 
Washington  exclaimed,  "  Brave  fellow,"  and  sent  him  for  a 
dry  suit  of  clothes.  His  term  of  enlistment  expired  in  the  fall 
of  1779,  ■when  he  was  discharged  and  took  his  j)ay  in  conti- 
nental money  which,  on  account  of  its  great  depreciation,  went 
but  little  way  towards  procuring  an  outfit  for  housekeeping. 
So  little  value  had  the  ciirrenc}'  that  Mr.  "Warner  paid  sixty 
dollars  for  a  small  kettle,  and  about  in  the  same  proportion  for 
other  things.  In  the  spring  of  1780,  with  his  wife  and  two 
children,  he  came  to  Pittsford  and  occupied  the  house  ho  had 
built  before  the  war.  Arter  residing  here  a  short  time  he  went 
to  Connecticut  to  visit  liis  friends,  and  during  the  absence  his 
house  here  was  burnt.  On  his  return  he  built  another  house, 
which  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  present  road,  and  on  the 
highest  point  of  ground,  between  the  present  residence  of 
Jonathan  Warner  and  that  of  Abner  T.  Reynolds.  In  this 
hous6  he  resided  nntil  1795,  when  he  built  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  his  grandson.    Thencefortli  this  was  his  residence. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  1776,  Eleazcr  Ilarwood  of  Ben- 
nington had  pitched  fifty-five  acres  of  land  in  Pittsford,  "being 
a  part  of  a  3d  division  lot  belonging  to  the  right  of  Pliineas 
Newton."  This  jiitch  included  a  part  of  the  farm  now  owned 
l»y  John  M.  Goodnough.  The  year  we  are  noticing  (1780), 
Mr.  Ilarwood  cleared  the  land  and  built  a  house  near  where 
the  red  school  house  now  stands,  and  removed  his  family  hero 
in  the  fall.  In  1786,  he  came  into  possession  of  the  land  which 
now  constitutes  the  farm  owned  by  his  grandson,  Samuel  II. 
Kellogg,  Esq.,  and  removed  thither,  0(;cupying  a  house  which 
had  boon  1)uilt  l)y  his  son-in-law,  Amos  Kellogg.  A  iiKirc 
extended  account  of  liim  will  be  given  in  connection  with  a 
diffcroiit  subject. 

Caleb  C<)(»ley  was  the  youngest  son  of  Bc^njaniin,  of  Green- 
wich, and  l>rother  of  Captain  Benjamin  of  Pittsford,  and  was 
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born  Fchrniirv  12,  17G2.  In  177S,  dipt.  Benjamin  Coolcy 
went  to  Greenwich  to  neo  liis  funiilj,  (who,  it  will  bo  recol- 
lected, lind  gone  there  lor  wifcty  the  year  before,)  and  as  he 
was  alH)ut  to  return  to  I'ittsford,  ho  urged  his  youngest  brother 
to  aeeonipnny  hini.  Their  fatlier,  as  a  special  inducement  to 
go,  oftered  to  give  liini  one  Inindred  acres  of  tlic  wild  lands  in 
I'ittsford.  lie  consented  to  go,  for  a  few  months,  and  the  two 
brothers  resided  together,  cooking  their  own  provisions  and 
living  mostly  on  wild  meat  and  corn  bread.  The  com  used 
had  cither  to  bo  i)ulverizcd  in  a  mortiu-,  or  carried  to  Charles- 
town  or  Bennington  to  be  gi'ound,  jis  neither  of  the  grist-mills 
in  tliis  town  wiuh  then  in  a  condition  to  do  work. 

Althoijgh  Caleb  spent  considerable  time  here,  he  did  not  " 
make  Pittsford  liis  homo  till  1780,  when  lie  became  a  member 
of  his  brother's  family,  and  from  that  time  till  the  close  of  the 
war,  he  served  under  Benjamin  in  most  of  the  latter's  move- 
ments as  an  officer.  From  his  youth  ho  had  shown  himself 
strictly  honest  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  every  kliown 
duty,  and  when  called  into  military  service  these  trjiits  of  char- 
acter were  duly  a])preciated  by  his  commander.  He  was  conse- 
quently assigned  to  j)laces  of  great  responsibility.  After  tlio 
close  of  the  war  he  devoted  himself  to  improvements  upon  a 
lot  of  laud  of  which  he  had  obtained  ])ossession,  and  which  was 
located  directly  west  of  the  lot  which  had  been  surveyed  to, 
and  was  then  oc(Mi]iied  by  Neheiiiinli  IIoi)kin8,  and  now  (1871) 
owned  by  II.  F.  Lothroj).  lie  made  the  first  clearing  on  the 
high  ground  near  the  intervale  and  about  one  hundred  rods 
west  of  the  residence  of  Kehemiah  Hopkins.  In  the  spring  of 
J7S4,  ho  comtrienced  the  conKtrncfion  of  a  ])la!)k  house  upon 
the  Kiiiall  (;learing  he  had  made,  and  on  the  Cth  day  of  May 
ninnied  Fli/.ahetli  Sunlbrd  of  AVeybridge,  and  at  once  com- 
ni(  need  to  oeciiity  the  unlinished  house.  Miss  Sanford,  the 
l)ii<le,  was  a  lady  of  rare  exitellence  of  character,  and  had 
jmssed  through  scenes  of  suti'ering  and  aflliction  such  as  have 
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Bt'ldoin  fallen  to  the  lot  of  women,  even  in  the  settlement  of 
now  countries.  She  wns  bom  A})nl  26,  17G2,  and  was  a 
<ln»i{;htcr  of  Thomas  Sanford,  who  was  among  the  first  settlers 
of  "NVeybridge,  (in  1775,)  and  was  among  those  who  shared  the 
disasters  attending  the  sottloment  of  that  township.  One 
Sahlmth  morning  in  the  month  of  November,  wliilo  Elizabeth, 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  milking  a  cow  near  her  father's 
liouse,  she  was  suddenly  startled  by  the  hideous  noise  of  a  i)arty 
of  Indians  and  tories  who  were  rushing  directly  towards  her. 
She  rose,  and,  at  the  sight  of  her  fiendisli  assailants,  was  so 
amazed  that  she  stood  motioidess  for  a  few  moments  and  then, 
fainting,  fell  ujion  the  ground.  The  Indians  took  the  pail  and 
drank  the  milk.  They  then  went  into  the  house,  made  her 
father  and  younger  brother  prisoners,  and  having  split  the  cradle 
into  small  ])iece8  they  ])iled  them  up  in  the  middle  of  the  room 
and  set  the  jiile  on  fire.  They  then  told  the  women  they  might 
leave  the  premises,  if  they  would  not  inform  their  neighbors. 
Tlie  destroyers  (larricd  the  feather  beds  out  of  the  hoiise,  and 
liaving  ripped  ojien  the  ticks,  scattered  the  feathers  in  every 
direction.  !Mrs.  Sanford  had  what  was  very  muronunon  at 
that  early  day — two  silk  dresses.  Tlie  Indians  seized  them, 
tore  tlicm  into  slireds,  which  they  tied  upon  the  ends  of  long 
]>olcs,  and  raising  these  in  the  air,  they  ran  witli  tliem  about 
the  j)reinis('s,  exulting  to  see  the  fragments  of  silk  fluttering  in 
the  breez(!.  One  fierce-looking  Indian  took  I^Irs.  Sanlbrd's 
infant  diild  and  was  about  to  dash  its  head  against  a  stone,  but 
the  earnest  jileadings  of  its  mother  touched  his  heart,  and  ho 
rciitorcd  it  unharmed  to  her  arms.  The  other  families  in  the 
townshi])  shared  a  similar  fate.  The  Indians  killed  all  the 
<-4ittlc  in  llic  neighborhood  or  drove  them  to  the  Uritish  army, 
made  all  the  men  prisoners  and  took  them  to  Quebec,  and  left 
the  women  and  children  to  take  care  of  themselves.  1'hcse 
lingered  in  the  vicinity  a  few  days,  not  knowing  which  way  to 
turn  ;  but  as  their  stock  of  provisions  had  been  destroyed  or 
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carried  off  by  the  enemy,  tliey  were  soon  reduced  to  great 
distress.  In  a  solitary  wilderness,  far  away  from  friends  and 
human  habitations,  with  no  means  of  support  and  at  such  an 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  their  condition  was  truly  deplor- 
able, an<l  no  wonder  they  were  upon  the  verge  of  despair.  One 
afternoon  while  ui)on  tJie  bank  of  tlie  Creek,  they  descried  in 
the  distance  two  c^uiocs  descending ,tlie  stream.  Not  knoxN'ing 
whether  those  canoes  contained  friends  or  foes  tliey  watched 
them  with  breathless  anxiety,  but  Jis  they  drew  near  their  fears 
were  dissipated  as  they  received  a  friendly  greeting.  The  boat- 
men jiroved  to  be  a  scouting  party  from  Pittsford  fort  sent  out 
to  wat<;h  the  movements  of  tlio  enemy.  The  boats  were  small, 
but  all  were  tiiken  into  tliem,  except  Elizabeth,  Miriam  and 
Ilobert  Sanford ;  the  latter,  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  of  age,  was 
first  taken  away  by  tlio  Indians,  but  not  being  able  to  endure 
the  joiu-ney,  ho  was  sent  back.  Those  in  the  boats  reached 
Pittsford  fort  tlie  Ibllowing  night,  and  before  morning  one  of  tlie 
women  was  delivered  of  a  child.  The  three  others,  accom- 
panied by  two  soldiers,  set  out  on  foot  for  tlie  same  place,  but 
tliey  only  reached  Sudbury  the  first  night  where  they  encamped, 
and  the  next  day  they  arrived  at  the  fort.  Elizabeth  Sanford 
had  been  noted  for  her  industry  from  her  youth,  and  she  was 
now  more  tlian  ever  anxious  to  do  something  to  support  herself 
and  other  members  of  the  family.  Mr.  Arnold  of  Clarendon 
was  at  the  fort  a  few  days  after  tlio  Sanford  family  arrived 
there,  and  Elizabetli  made  known  to  him  her  desire  to  obtain 
employment.  He  told  her  he  would  hire  her  if  she  could  ride 
to  liis  liomc,  some  seventeen  milcB,  on  a  man's  saddle,  he  being 
on  horseback.  She  replied  that  slie  had  helped  her  fatlicr 
bnruk  many  a  colt,  and  was  ready  to  mount  the  saddle.  She 
did  so  and  rode  to  Clarendon,  Mr.  Arnold  walking  by  her  side. 
SIio  spent  one  year  in  Mr.  Arnold's  family  and  tlicn  went  to 
live  in  Mr.  Asa  Hale's  family  in  Rutland,  so  that  she  could  be 
nearer  her  motlior.    The  Halo  family,  at  that  time,  fcariul  of 
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an  Indian  attack,  did  not  sleep  in  tl>e  house  through  tlie  night, 
but  retired  to  an  out  cellar;  and  Miss  Sanford,  in  after  life, 
related  many  an  anecdote  connected  with  that  secluded  noctur- 
nal abode.  After  spending  a  few  months  there  she  went  to 
Mr.  Kent's,  in  Benson,  in  whoso  family  she  remained  one  year, 
and  then  returned  to  Rutland  to  visit  her  mother.  While  there 
her  father,  from  whom  nothing  had  been  heard  during  his  c»\)- 
tivity,  rettirned  from  Quebec,  and  wjxs  on  his  way  to  Weybridgo 
in  pursuit  of  his  family.  Calling  at  Mr.  Rjiwson's,  then  living 
near  where  J.  M.  Goodnough  now  resides,  i»o  there  received 
tlie  first  intelligence  concerning  his  family.  They  soon  met 
face  to  face,  and  we  can  cjisily  imagine  that  it  wjis  a  joj-ful 
greeting.  After  tin's  meeting  Elizabeth  wont  to  work  in  the 
family  of  Capt.  Cooley  of  Pittsford,  on  the  expressed  condi- 
tions that  her  compensation  should  be  in  provisions,  and  paid 
to  her  father  to  assist  him  in  the  sujiport  of  his  family  which  ho 
was  about  to  collect  and  then  return  to  Weybridgo.  Elizabeth 
did  not  retiirn  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  but  remained  at 
Capt.  Cooley's  till  she  wjis  mamed  to  his  brother  Caleb,  as 
already  mentioned. 

As  she  had  labored  to  support  herself  and  other  members 
of  her  fatlier's  family,  she  liad  little  furniture,  but  in  that  ago 
of  simplicity  a  little  8U])plied  all  their  wants — they  were  con- 
tented and  happy.  The  house  in  which  the  earlier  part  of  their 
wedded  life  was  spent,  was  nearly  square  in  form,  and  contained 
only  one  room  on  the  first  floor,  with  a  small  chamber  above. 
At  one  end  was  a  stone  fire-place  and  chimney.  On  one  side 
of  the  chimney  was  a  pantry,  and  on  the  other  a  flight  of 
sUiifH  leading  to  the  attic  or  chamber.  As  but  little  land  had 
been  brought  into  a  stsite  of  cultivation,  the  hay  crop  the  first 
year  wiw  small  and  this  was  stacked  near  the  house.  Their 
stm'k  the  first  season  consisted  of  one  cow,  a  ]»nir  of  oxen  and 
nix  sheep,  wliich  were  protected  to  some  extent  from  the  cold 
of  winter  by  a  rude  temporary  shelter,  which  in  17S7,  gave 
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plnoe  to  n  bnni  of  putticicnt  cnpncity  to  contain  both  liny  nnd 
stock.  The  first  H]>riii<;  following  their  niarnagc,  their  stock  of 
provisions  niiniing  low,  Mr.  Cooley  went  to  !Mi(ldlebtirv  to 
labor  a  short  titne,  in  order  to  obtain  funds  to  renew  their  sujv- 
]>ly.  In  his  absence  Mi-s.  Cooley  had  the  care  of  their  stock, 
nnd  on  one  octmsion  she  ascendetl  the  hny-stack  to  obtain  a  snp- 
]»ly  for  the  animals,  and  while  there  n  fierce  wolf  cjune  howling 
about  the  stack,  and  endeavored  to  reach  Mi-s.  Cooley.  She 
kejit  him  nt  bay  with  her  ]>itchfork  till  assistance  arrived.  They 
contiinied  to  reside  there  till  Koveniber,  1794,  when  they 
removed  to  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  their  two 
daughters,  Kiith  atid  Ann.  The  land  forming  this  farm  was 
])itehed  by  Mr.  Cooley  lyfanih  30,  1783,  and  lay  directly  east 
nnd  adjoining  the  lot  owned  by  Stojthen  Jenner.  It  was  sur- 
veyed «ft  n  '*i)nrt  of  the  original  rights  of  Benajah  Iluntly  and 
Nathan  Jewott,  being  fitYy-five  acres  of  tlio  third  division  of 
each  of  said  rights."  This  was  surveyed  by  Samuel  Beach, 
Cotinty  Surveyor,  assisted  by  Nehemiab  Hopkins  and  Stei)hen 
Jenner. 

The  house  wjis  commenced  in  the  summer  of  1794,  and  was 
occupied  the  following  winter,  though  only  partially  comi)leted. 
The  next  seimfui  it  was  clapboarded  and  otherwise  imjiroved, 
80  that  it  wjiH  one  of  the  best  residences  at  that  time  in  the 
town.  ;Mr.  C(H)ley  fell  a  victim  to  the  malignant  fever  which 
prcvaile<l  in  1813,  and  died  Feb.  13th,  in  the  triumphs  of  the 
Ciiristian  faith.  Few  men  have  left  a  better  record  or  been 
more  generally  respected  ;  he  was  a  kind  husband  and  lather, 
a  higldy  esteemed  neighbor  and  townsman,  a  man  of  large 
sym])Hl]iies  eiubraeing  the  poor  and  lowly,  faitliful  and  (ton- 
sclent  ions  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  and  as  tlie  result  of 
this,  he  was  frequently  promoted  to  oflices  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. 

.lonathan  Dike,  I'eter  liice  and  I'hineas  Jiipley  located  in 
tliis  l(jwn  in  1781. 
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Jonathaa  Dike  was  from  Coventry,  Conn.,  and  had  married, 
December  28,  1775,  Esther,  daughter  of  Dan  Barnard,  Sen., 
of  tlint  town.  He  purchased  of  Joticph  Ljnian  one  hundred 
and  ten* acres  of  hmd  in  the  soutlieastorly  i)art  of  tlie  towneliip 
of  Pittsford,  M'liich  hmd  bordered  upon  and  hiy  soutli  of  what 
is  now  called  Burr  Fond.  The  deed  of  this  jjurchase  was 
dated  March  6,  1780.  It  is  not  certain  that  he  made  any 
improvements  upon  this  land,  but  a  few  months  later  he  came 
in  possession  of  what  is  now  the  farm  owned  by  Hawkins  Hart. 
How  ho  obtained  this  we  are  not  informed,  as  no  record  of  the 
deed  or  pitcli  is  to  be  found  upon  the  Proprietors'  books;  but 
that  he  owned  it  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  jd'terwards 
sold  it  Mith  the  improvements  to  David  Stark.  Having  built 
a  small  house  Mr.  Dike  came  here  with  his  family  in  1781,  but 
three  yesu'S  later  he  removed  to  Chittenden  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days  on  tlio  fai'in  now  owned  by  Aretas 
Ranney. 

Peter  Rice  was,  undoubtedly,  a  descendant  of  P^dmund  Avho 
was  born  in  Barkhamstead,  South  Britain,  in  159G,  came  to 
Massachusetts,  took  the  freeman's  oath  May  13,  1G40,  and  was 
one  of  the  first  Proprietors  of  Sudbury.  He  had  eight  sons, 
and  from  these  have  sprung  most  of  the  Bice  families  in  New 
England.  We  have  not  been  able  to  trace  the  genealogy  of  Peter 
Rice,  but  in  his  first  deed  of  land  in  Pittsford  in  1780,  embracing 
fifty-five  acres — a  part  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Royal  Hall 
— he  is  said  to  be  "  of  Guilford,  Cumberland  County,  Vt.," 
and  if  so,  quite  Ukely  he  was  a  son  of  Micah  Rice  who  was  the 
first  settler  of  that  township  in  17G0.  IVter  was  born  July 
14,  174.'),  married  Margaret,  born  November  13,  1757,  widow 
of  .lob  Wiiislow,  and  daughter  of  Benjamin  Co()ley,  Sen.,  of 
Greenwicli,  I^Inss.  He  made  the  first  improvements  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Hall,  commenced  to  rchide  there  in 
1781,  and  remained  there  till  1 789,  when  he  bouglit  of  Nathan- 
iel Pinney  one  hundred  acres  of  land  south  of  Stephen  Mead's. 
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To  secure  pajincnt  Pinney  took  a  mortgnge  deed  of  the  land 
to  the  amount  of  £74.  88.,  and  tliis  is  the  first  mortgage  foimd 
on  the  tovni  records.  Pinney  never  resided  here,  but  was  of 
Dutchess  Co.,  Y.,  and  bought  tliis  hind  on  speculation  of 
Stojjlien  Mead,  in  1773.  Tliis  lot  included  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Ilansom  Purditt,  Mr.  Rice  built  a  small  house  about  where 
the  brick  house  now  stands,  and  into  tliis  ho  removed  his  family 
a  few  montlis  after  he  had  made  the  purchase. 

Phineias  Rij)ley  was  bom  in  Windham,  Conn.,  where  his 
early  life  was  spent.  Ho  came  to  Bennington,  Vt.,  sometime 
during  the  Revolutionary  war  and  enlisted  in  the  ai-niy.  He 
was  soon  appointed  Sergeant  Major,  and  8er>'ed  as  such  in  tlie 
battle  of  Bennington.  How  long  he  continued  in  the  army  we 
are  not  informed,  but  he  marrio<l  Experience,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Montague,  and  located  in  Pittaford,  on  tlio  farm  now 
owned  by  S.  T.  Fenton.  If  tlie  deed  of  tliis  land  was  over 
recorded  the  record  has  been  lost,  and  consequently  wo  have  no 
moans  of  knowing  who  was  tlie  original  Proprietor,  or  the 
number  and  division  of  tlie  lot.  His  first  clearing  was  on  the 
OJist  side  of  the  brook*  and  ho  resided  there  in  a  log  house  till 
1802,  when  he  built  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr. 
Fenton. 

Eleazcr  Warner,  Amasa  Ladd,  John  Tupper  and  sona, 
Sinion  and  Ebenezor,  and  Amos  Kellogg  located  here  in  1782. 

Elcnzer  AVarner  was  the  son  of  Eloazer  and  Esther  (Smith) 
Warner  and  was  born  in  Granby,  Mass.,  Sept.  13,  1755.  Ho 
had  for  brothers,  Elinha  and  Seth,  and  for  sisterK,  Mnry  and 
EHthcr.  Elcfizor  cnmc  to  Pittsford  in  1782,  and  the  following 
year  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Cox.  He  resided 
two  or  three  years  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law  and  then 
])ur(rliaHed  a  lot  of  land  in  the  south  i)art  of  Sugar  Hollow — 
now  known  as  the  Lampson  place.  Ho  built  the  lirst  house 
north  of  the  bridge  and  resided  there  till  17l>2,wli(!n  he  bo\ight 
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of  Gideon  Cooley  the  lot  now  known  as  tlie  Bishop  Booth 
place.  He  made  the  first  improvements  and  built  the  house  on 
that  farm,  and  resided  tliere  till  his  deatli  in  1835. 

Amasa  Ladd  came  hero  from  Chittenden  where  he  had 
resided  sometime  witli  liis  brother,  Nathaniel  Ladd,  who  was  one 
of  the  early  settlors  of  that  township,  lie  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  William  Co,\,  from  wiiom  ho  received  as  n  gift,  one 
hundred  and  t-on  acres  of  land  on  the  right  of  Joslma  Johnson, 
the  deed  being  ilniod  Nov.  IC,  1782.  Two  days  later  tliis  land 
was  pitched  (surveyed)  in  the  southeasterly  part  of  the  town- 
ship near  wiiat  is  known  as  Ljidd  Hollow.  Mr.  Ladd  never 
occupied  this  land,  but  on  the  3d  day  of  Nov.  1784,  ho  bought 
of  Gideon  Cooley  one  hundred  acres  which  included  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Abner  T.  lleynolds.  Ho  made  the  first  clearing 
about  si.xty  rods  southeast  of  the  site  of  the  house  now  on  that 
farm,  and?  there  he  built  a  log  house  which  he  occupied  till  he 
built  the  present  house,  about  1790.  This  is  now  one  of  tlie 
oldest  houses  in  the  to\vi\.  hi  the  year  1800,  he  sold  this  farm 
to  Simeon  Gilbert  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Malono, 
N.  Y.,  or  near  there,  where  he  died.  His  widow  afterwards 
married  Aaron  Miller  of  Rutland,  and  she  died  in  that  town. 

"We  know  little  of  the  Tuppcr  fumily.  Tluit  they  were  in 
this  town  in  1782,  tlie  records  conclusively  show,  tliough  we 
are  unable  to  fix  their  exact  place  of  residence.  John  and  his  son 
Simeon  purchased  of  Ebenezer  Lynuin  fifty  acres  of  land  here 
as  early  as  177(5,  and  it  was  surveyed  by  Thomiis  Baldwin  on 
the  14th  of  October,  jus  a  part  of  the  tliird  division  of  the  right 
of  Aaron  Denilio.  This  included  a  part  of  what  is  now  tlie 
farm  owned  by  John  R.  lianics.  In  the  6i)ring  of  1782,  they 
connnencfd  a  clciiring  and  built  a  house  about  twenty  rods 
from  tli(!  nite  of  Mr.  Barnes'  lionse,  and  on  tlie  east  side  of  the 
present  lii^lnvay.  The  family  canio  here  8on>e  time  the  follow- 
ing summer,  and  we  are  informed  tliat  they  were  from  Worcester 
County,  Mass.  On  the  10th  of  October,  1785,  they  pm'chascd 
14 
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of  Joimthnn  Fnssctt  one  luindred  acres,  a  sccoiul-division  lot  of 
tlio  right  of  Sainitcl  "Wliittlescy.  It  appeal's  tliat  this  land  was 
adjoining  the  fifty  acres  tliey  had  before  purcliased. 

De<!einhcr  15,  178G,  Jolni  Tupper  conve3ed  his  interest  in 
the  rights  of  Deniho  and  Whittlesey  to  his  son  Simeon,  with 
wlioni  ho  resided  till  his  deatli  wliich  took  place  a  few  years 
later.  Before  he  came  here  he  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  French 
and  Revolutionary  wars,  and  had  i)ei'fonned  important  labor  in 
the  service  of  his  counti-y.  He  was  one  of  the  early  members 
of  the  CongregatiomJ  Church  in  Pittsford,  and  being  skilled 
in  vocal  music,  he  was  chosen  by  the  choir  as  their  cliorister,  a 
position  which  ho  held  several  years.  Simeon  was  also  a  soldier 
in  tho  Revolutionary  war,  and  we  are  informed  that  he  was 
under  "Warner  in  tlio  battle  of  llubbardto.i.  His  coimection 
with  tho  army  was  mostly  in  tho  caj)acity  of  a  lifer.  Ebenezer 
made  tho  first  improvements  on  tho  farm  now  owned  by  Eliza 
Connell.  He  built  tho  house  about  the  year  1794,  marj-icd 
Jm»  Bisby,  and  resided  several  years  on  that  farm.  John,  tlio 
father,  died  in  Pittsford,  but  the  two  sons  moved  to  New 
York. 

Tlie  Kellogg  family  is  of  English  descent.  Joseph  Kellogg, 
the  father  of  Amos,  was  born  in  the  year  1731,  in  the  vicinity 
of  I>ebaiion,  Connecticut,  and  married  Mary  Cushman  wlio 
was  born  in  that  vicinity  in  1732.  The  date  of  their  marriago 
is  not  now  known,  but  tlieir  eldest  child  Amos,  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  was  born  in  what  was  then  called  Lebanon  Goshen, 
July  7,  1700.  He  had  five  l)rothers,  viz. :  Josej)!),  Isaac, 
Edward,  Elijah  and  Frederick  ;  and  one  sister,  Lucy,  wlio  mar- 
ried Thomas  Saiilord  of  Weybridge — slie  wlio  was  tlic  mother 
of  !Mr8.  Caleb  Cooley,  of  wliom  some  account  lias  been  given. 
Joseph  Kellogg,  the  father,  moved  to  Bennington,  Yt.,  with 
his  family  before  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  al'tcr  its  close  ho 
located  ill  Castleton,  and  Bubse(jucntly  in  Weybridge  where  he 
lived  with  his  son  Josc])h,  who  had  married  -Jind  settled  in  that 
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township.  About  the  year  1805,  he  and  liis  wife  came  to 
Pittsford  to  reside  with  tiieir  son  Amos,  and  lived  here  five  or 
six  years,  tlien  moved  to  tlie  town  of  Henderson,  Jefierson 
C!ounty,  N.  Y.,  where  tliey  again  resided  with  tlieir  son  Joseph 
who  had  removed  there  from  Wcyhridge.  Tlicy  died  in  tliat 
town,  very  near  together,  in  1824  or  1825,  liaving  lived  togeUier 
in  their  married  state  over  seventy  years.  Isaac,  tlieir  son, 
married  and  settled  in  AVeybridge,  wliere  ho  was  killed  by 
being  blown  from  a  building  about  the  year  1800.  Edward 
died  in  Ilubbardton,  March  7,  1830,  aged  fifty-nine  years,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was  a  cripple  from  the 
effects  of  disease  brought  on  hy  exposure  in  building  the 
Castleton  turnpike.  Joseph  died  in  Henderson  about  the  year 
1827.  Frederick  married  and  settled  in  Canada  Ejist,  "where 
ho  died  about  the  year  1828,  leaving  several  children. 

Elijah  Kellogg,  at  the  age  of  about  fifteen  years,  was  hired 
out  to  work  and  pay  an  old  debt  of  his  father's,  which  did  not 
exactly  jilease  him,  and  he  made  up  liis  mind  to  abscond ;  so  ho 
and  a  cousin,  son  of  his  uncle  Preserved  Kellogg,  of  Castleton, 
took  French  leave,  and  ncitlier  of  them  were  heard  of  for  nearly 
thirty  years.  About  the  year  1820,  his  brother  Josci>h,  by 
some  means,  heard  of  a  man  living  in  Kingston,  Canada,  across 
Luke  Ont^irio  from  Ilendei'son,  by  the  name  of  Elijali  Kellogg. 
He  went  to  that  i)lHce  to  ascertain  whether  tins  man  wjis  his 
lost  brother,  and  to  his  great  satisfaction  found  ho  wjis.  IIo 
returned  home  and  informed  his  parents  tliat  he  had  found  the 
long-lost  son  and  brother,  which  information  caused  them  great 
joy,  and  tlicy  insisted  that  the  son,  who  then  had  a  wife  and 
Bcvcriil  small  children,  should  be  invited  and  entreated  to 
remove  to  Henderson.  Elijah  complied  with  their  request  and 
removed  to  Henderson  where  he  resided  till  after  the  death  of 
ln*H  parents,  and  then  he  returned  to  Canada.  31  is  cousin,  who 
left  this  section  of  country  witli  him,  afterwards  became  a 
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mcrchniit  in  tlio  city  of  New  York,  where  he  now  lives  and 
ha»  n  family. 

Amos  Kellogg,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1777,  then  in  the 
seventeenth  year  of  his  age,  enlisted  as  a  waiter  for  Capt. 
Brownson,  in  Col.  Warner's  regiment  of  Continental  troops, 
in  the  Ilcvolntionary  war,  and  served  as  wjiitcr,  soldier  and 
sergeant  in  that  regiment  nntil  1781,  when  he  was  oflcred  a 
Lieutenant's  commission  by  the  Vermont  Board  of  War.  On 
application  for  a  discharge  Col.  Warner  consented  to  give  him 
a  furlough^  but  not  a  discharge  from  the  regiment.  He  was 
never  recalled  nor  discharged.  But  he  served  as  a  commis- 
sioned officer  of  some  grade  under  appointment  of  the  Vermont 
Board  of  War  until  tlio  close  of  the  revolutionary  contest, 
being  connected  with  the  army  about  six  years.  He  wjis  sick 
with  the  mejieles  in  Fort  Ticonderoga,  at  the  time  that  fortress 
was  evacuated  by  St.  Clair,  and  consequently  he  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  battle  of  Ilubbardton;  but  he  ran  the  risk  of 
exposure  in  traveling  to  Bennington  ratlicr  tlmn  bo  taken  by 
the  British.  lie  soon  recovered,  joined  his  company  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Bennington. 

lie  married  Lncrctia,  daughter  of  Elcazer  Ilarwood,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1780,  ho  boing  at  that  time  twenty  years  and  seven 
months  old,  and  she  being  sixteen  years  and  nine  montlis.  Mrs. 
Kellogg  remained  with  her  parents  and  witli  lier  husbnnd  in 
camp  nntil  December,  1782,  when  they  came  to  Pittsford,  and 
located  on  the  farm  where  they  lived  till  they  died. 

That  fann,  now  the  home  of  his  son,  ITon.  Samuel  11. 
Kellogg,  was  then  in  a  sUito  of  nature,  not  a  tree  cut  nor  a 
house  built.  It  was  a  second-diviKioii  lot  of  the  ministerial 
i-iglit,  and  fell  to  liis  father-in-law,  licv.  l-'Icnzcr  llnrwood,  of 
wliom  he  afterwards  bought  it,  the  deed  being  dated  April 
24,  1789. 

Tliey  came  to  Pittsford  on  horseback,  with  two  horses, 
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bringing  their  bed,  all  they  had  of  household  goods,  also  a 
sister  of  Mrs.  Kellogg,  a  young  girl,  on  the  horses'  backs.  For 
several  years,  while  clearing  up  the  land,  tlicy  fared  very  linrdly, 
but  "  stuck  and  luuig,  having  tlie  pluck  of  revolutionists." 
Having  been  an  officer  in  tlie  ariny,]^Ir.  Kellogg  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Major,  and  soon  rose  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
General  in  the  Vermont  Militia.  His  training  bills  were  no 
email  draft  upon  his  income,  and  to  meet  these  ho  sat  up  nights, 
boiled  and  made  salts  which  ho  carried  to  Bennington  and 
exchanged  for  money.  He  always  made  it  a  rule  to  lose  no 
time  from  his  farm  work,  but  time  spent  in  training  was  made 
up  on  the  farm,  either  before  or  after  the  day  of  training, 
and  in  that  way  ho  was  able  to  keep  along  in  the  militarj'  lino 
■without  embarrassment.  At  that  time  the  officers  were  expected 
ta  treat  tlie  soldiers  with  liquor,  and  at  one  general  muster  ho 
had  to  furnish  a  barrel  of  rum  for  them  on  parade.  Mrs.  Kellogg, 
too,  cheeifully  did  what  she  could  to  assist  her  husband,  sho 
boing  of  a  military  turn,  as  might  be  expected,  from  the  fact  of 
her  having  married  a  soldier  in  the  army,  when  only  sixtceen 
years  of  ago. 

The  following  persons  are  known  to  have  purchased  land 
and  Imiated  here  in  1783,  viz.:  Elisha  Kich,  Benjamin  Stevens, 
Jr.,  Ebenezcr  Hopkins,  Jr.,  Joshua  Morse,  Adonijali  and  Rufus 
Monttiguo,  Justus  Bi'ewster,  Elijah  Bro\\ii  and  David  Starks. 

Elisha  Rich  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  removed  to 
Clarendon  in  1777,  and  in  March,  1783,  he  located  in  Pittsford, 
and  made  the  first  improvements  on  what  is  now  called  Funiaco 
Flat.  In  the  fall  he  built  a  grist  mill  on  the  brook  a  few  rods 
below  whore  the  bridge  now  stands.  lie  obtained  the  land  of 
Jonathan  Fassott,  and  this  wjis  in  three  pieces ;  the  first  being 
a  third-division  lot  of  the  right  of  John  Jcnks;  the  second 
being  the  first  and  second-division  lots  of  the  right  of  Samuel 
Manslifld  ;  the  fliird  being  a  pjirt  of  the  right  of  Elihu  Hall. 
The  whole  consisted  of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and 


198 


HISTORY  OF  PITTSFORn. 


include<l  Funince  Flnt  niid  the  Iniid  eastward  to  Cliittenden 
lino.  Ho  built  a  sinnll  house  near  where  the  brick  house  now 
stands.  On  the  8th  of  October,  the  same  year,  he  bouglit  the 
farm  owned  and  occupied  by  Aaron  Parsons,  but  continued  to 
reside  near  his  mill  till  the  21st  of  !May,  1784,  when  he  sold 
the  mill  and  one  hundred  acres  of  land  to  Thomas  and  Samuel 
Adams,  and  then  moved  to  the  Parsons  farm,  and  planted  the 
whole  of  the  large  orchard,  tlie  vestiges  of  which  may  still  be 
seen.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  bees  and  usually  kept  from 
thirty  to  forty  swarms.*  A  more  particular  account  of  him 
will  bo  given  hereafter. 

Benjamin  Stevens,  (son  of  Benjamin,  tlie  early  settler,) 
60on  after  his  return  from  captivity  in  Canada,  married  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Elisha  Ficld,t  and  locjited  on  the  farm  which  was 
first  occupied  by  Roger  Stevens,  Jr.,  and  aftenvards  confiscated 
and  sold  to  Benjamin  Stevens,  Sen.,  who  sold  it  to  his  son 
Benjamin,  June  13th,  1783.  The  latter  built  a  log  house  on 
tlio  west  side  of  the  road,  and  about  thirty  rods  north  of  the 
present  residence  of  Benjamin  Stevens.  Hero  he  resided  till 
1793,  when  ho  sold  his  farm  to  his  brother  Daniel  and  moved 
to  Cornwall. 

Ebenezcr  Hopkins,  son  of  Nehemiah,  another  of  the  returned 
captives,  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  Stephen  Mead,  Decem- 
ber 2(1,  1783,  and  located  in  a  house  whicli  he  had  built,  about 
ten  rods  east  of  liis  father's  residence.  It  stood  on  t]>e  bank  of 
the  brook  about  one  rod  north  of  the  present  residence  of  John 
Stevens  and  near  tlic  bridge.  It  would  appear  tliat  for  a  few 
years  he  assisted  his  father  in  tlic  caro  of  the  mill  and  culti- 

•  lIcridcp'H  M8. 

i  Kll'<lm  Field  wa*  l)om  In  Smidcrlnn.l,  Mn«R.,  1717,  miirrlcd  HctRcy  I'mtt  in  17r»3, 
nnd  lociiled  In  J.cvcTctt,  fr«ni  wlili'li  place  he  removed  to  Heiinliii:toii,  Vl,,  In  1701. 
Ill  I7H2,  lie  cnnic  to  ritl«for(l  and  renlded  one  yenr  on  the  farm  ntlcrwanlM  ou  ned 
liv  Col.  llninniond,  nnd  llien  moved  to  Cornwall  where  lie  died  In  17111.  Meti<ev, 
hU  widow,  died  In  imi.  Tli.  lr  elilldr.  •n  were  — 1x1,  I.ydin.  (.Mm.  S(<-voiim.)  liorn  In 
1T<'>0;  2,  Kllnlia,  horn  March  :t(l,  17(i:i,  man  led  Itiilh  Klikimm,  March  10th,  ]7!I0; 
:td,  AHiihel,  honi  March  2.'i(li,  \~ll^t.  The  children  of  Kll«ha  nnd  Until  Field  were— 
Im,  CInrlwMi,  horn  Dee.  2(lih,  17110;  2d,  Orrln,  horn  Juuc  12i1j,  17U2 ;  8d,  LutuaD, 
bom  March  28lb,  1704  ;  4tb,  Nurmau,  boru  iu  IbOO. 
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vnting  some  land  in  the  vicinity;  but  on  the  12tli  of  May,  1789, 
bis  father  sold  to  him  and  his  brother,  Ashbel,  tlie  grist-mill 
and  twenty-seven  acres  and  forty-nine  rods  of  land,  and  the 
two  brotliers,  having  a  joint  interest  in  tlie  property,  labored 
together  till  the  death  of  Ashbel,  about  the  ^vear  1793,  when 
Ebenczer  bought  his  brother's  share  of  the  projierty.  In  1795, 
he  sold  the  null  and  otlicr  real  estate  to  John  Penfield,  and 
May  4th,  1802,  bought  the  Morse  farm — so  called — of  Kobert 
Brown  and  Peter  Ludlow.  This  farm  at  that  time  consisted  of 
ono  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  included  the  land  now  owned 
by  C-aj>en  l/conard  and  William  V.  Ward.  The  house  into 
which  Mr,  IIoj)kins  moved,  stood  on  the  ejist  side  of  tlie  road 
and  about  twenty-five  rods  north  of  tlie  present  residence  of 
Mr.  Ixjonard. 

Joshua  Morse  came  hero  tliis  year.  lie  was  from  "Water- 
town,  Conn.,  and  purcliased  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of 
land  which  included  the  third-division  lot  of  the  right  of  Joshua 
Arms,  and  the  same  which  had  been  purchased  by  and  surveyed 
to  Gideon  Cooley.  The  deed  from  Cooley  to  Morse  bears  date 
Feb.  23d,  1783,  and  covers  the  land  now  owned  hy  Capen 
Leonard,  AVilliam  P.  Ward  and  Mrs.  Fargo,  lie  built  a  log 
house  about  lil'ty  rods  in  a  northeasterly  direction  from  the 
house  now  owned  by  Mr.  Leonard,  and  into  tliis  he  moved  his 
fiiniily  the  following  summer.  A  few  years  later  he  built  a 
Irame  house  several  rods  west  of  this  and  near  the  road.  He 
occu])ied  this  house  till  March  17th,  1792,  when  he  sold  his 
farm  to  a  Mr.  Graham,  of  Rutland,  who  sold  it  to  Brown  and 
Ludlow,  and  these  gentlemen  sold  it  to  Ebeneicer  Hopkins  as 
alnrady  stat(!(l. 

Adonijnh  and  Rufus  Montague,  sons  of  Simiuol,  who  has 
been  mentioned  as  one  of  the  early  settlers,  cjime  here  from 
Uennington  about  this  time.  They  were  weavers  by  trade,  and 
had  been  brouglit  u])  to  this  occupation  by  their  father,  but  to 
what  extent  they  jjracticed  it  is  not  now  known.    Both  had 
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Bcrvcd  in  tlic  nnny,  and  were  in  the  battle  of  Bennington.  Tlio 
0X]K>8\>re8  of  camp  life  Imd  seriously  impaired  the  health  of 
Adonijali,  and  tins  was  never  fully  recovered.  It  is  not  now 
known  wliore  they  spent  the  first  few  years  of  their  residence 
here,  Imt,  quite  Jikely,  it  was  on  tlie  place  wliich  had  been 
vacjitcd  by  their  father.  Aujj^ust  0,  1783,  Rufus  bouglit  of  his 
brother-in-law,  Jonathan  Fa.«isett,  one  lot,  (one  hundred  and  ten 
acres,)  lying  on  Otter  Creek,  and  north  of  the  lot  which  had 
been  owned  and  occupied  hy  Roger  Stevens,  Jr.,  but  now  just 
purcliased  by  Benjamin  Stevens,  Jr.  Tliis  was  a  third-<livi6ion 
lot  of  the  right  of  Theodore  Atkinson,  and  included  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Orlin  Smith.  But  ^Montague  made  no  imj)rove- 
mcnts  on  this  lot.  Ho  aftcnvanls  sold  it  to  Abraham  Owen. 
January  22d,  1790,  the  brothers,  Adonijah  and  Rufus,  bought 
of  Jonathan  Fassett  another  lot  of  land  wliich  included  wlint  is 
now  the  farm  o\niod  by  Abraham  Totter,  and  divided  the  land, 
Rufus  taking  the  north  half,  and  Adonijali  the  south  half,  of 
the  lot.  Rufus  built  a  liouse  abotit  where  Mr.  Potter's  house 
now  stands,  and  Adonijali  built  one  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road  nearly  opposite  his  brother's.  It  is  evident  that  they  had 
made  improv.ements  on  this  land,  and  had  resided  tliero  some 
time  before  they  obtained  u  deed  of  the  same  from  Fassett,  for 
only  three  days  nflcr  tlie  date  of  tliat  deed,  Adonijah  debdcd 
his  half  of  tlio  hind  to  Adgnto  Lothrop,  and  the  deed  of  con- 
veyance describes  it  jis  "  the  land  said  Montaigne's  house  now 
stands  on,  and  bounded  on  the  north  by  Rufus  Montague's  land 
he  now  lives  on."  The  first  year  of  their  residence  in  the 
to\vn  was  one  of  considerable  suffering  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  provisions.  Tlie  young  men  liad  been  in  tlie  anny, 
agriculture  had  been  neglected,  and  the  stock  of  provisions  was 
scarcely  sufficient  for  the  families  that  had  for  some  time  resided 
here,  so  timt  those  who  came  into  the  town  imiiicdiatcly  after 
the  war,  were  obliged  for  a  time  to  look  (tlscwherc  for  their 
daily  supply.    Adonijah,  being  in  feeble  health,  could  hai'dly 
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provide  for  lus  family',  and  more  than  once  did  tlicir  provisions 
run  80  low  tliat  Mrs.  Montague  was  compelled — lier  husband 
not  being  able — to  go  to  Bennington,  about  sixty  miles,  oil 
lorscback,  guided  fionie  part  of  the  distance  hy  marked  trees, 
•(yvcr  hills,  tJirough  valleys  and  across  streams,  in  many  instances 
without  bridges,  to  ]iroc\ire  flour  with  which  to  relieve  their 
iirgent  necessities.  Adonijah  went  from  Pittsford  to  Pawlet, 
■where  ho  resided  several  years,  and  then  moved  to  Cambridge, 
where  he  died.  Rufus  also  spent  the  last  of  his  days  in  Cam- 
bridge and  died  there. 

Justus  Brewster,  from  Coventry,  Conn.,  came  here  this 
year,  and  btn'lt  a  log  house  near  where  Charles  Stiles'  house 
now  stands.  This  was  a  second-division  lot  of  the  right  of 
Ashbel  Stiles,  and  was  purchased  of  Eleazer  Davis,  the  deed 
bearing  date  December  28,  1782.  It  io  supposed  that  ho 
removed  his  family  here  in  the  fall. 

The  Brown  family  came  from  Connecticut.  Elijah  Brown, 
•of  Coventry,  married  I^ydia  Garry  of  Sanners,  Feb.  12th, 
1755,  and  had  tlie  following  children,  born  in  Coventr}- : 

Elijah,  born  March  28,  1750. 

Abraham,  born  March  11,  1758,  and  died  the  24th  of  the 
same  montJi. 

Bcthiali,  born  June  3,  1759,  and  died  July  30,  17G0. 

Eli,  born  Dec.  8,  1700. 

James,  born  Dec.  24,  1702. 

Noah,  born  April  2,  1705. 

Ephraim,  born  June  20,  1707. 

Allen,  born  Aug.  29,  1709. 

Elislia,  born  Dec.  31,  1771. 

Cyrciiius,  bora  April  30,  1774.* 

Klijiili  Brown,  Jr.,  above  mentioned,  married  Sarah  Adams 
of  Coventry,  and  their  eldest  child,  Sarah,  was  l)orn  in  tliat 
town  .laiiuaiy  IG,  1771J.    Tlie  following  year  they  removed  to 
•  Coventry  Bccords. 
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Rntlaiul,  Vt,  where  their  poeond  chihl,  Elijulj,  wnti  ])oni,  April 
15,  1781.  The  time  when  tlioy  came  to  Pittsford,  and  tho 
exact  i»lace  wliere  they  first  located  here,  are  not  now  known, 
but  their  third  ehihl,  Oliver,  was  Iwni  here,  Dec.  23d,  1783. 
It  is  ]»oHsihle  that  he  made  his  first  improvements  and  hnilt  a 
house  where  ho  wjus  afterwards  known  to  have  lived,  on  tho 
])lat  of  ground  some  sixty  rods  east  of  the  present  residence  of 
Domas  Chaffee ;  if  so,  he  probably  did  it  on  the  strength  of  tho 
promise  of  a  deed  of  the  land  from  Elisha  Rich,  which  was  not 
oxet;uted  till  May  21,1 784.  This  deed  covered  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  which  was  bounded  as  follows,  viz. :  "Begin- 
ning at  a  hendock  tree  st^mding  on  tho  east  line  of  Pittsford,  two 
rods  north  of  what  is  called  Mill  River,  thence  west  20^  South 
to  a  beecii  tree,  thence  cast  20°  North  IGO  to  a  stake  in  tho 
town  line,  thence  north  20^  West  on  the  town  line  200  rods  to 
tho  first  ])ound8,  to  the  original  right  of  Elihu  Hall."  Tho 
consideration  was  £82  10s.  L.  M. 

David  Starks  was  the  son  of  Zephaniah  who  \vas  ])orn  in 
England,  came  to  America  wlien  a  young  man,  married  Martha 
Edgerton  of  Conn.,  and  located  in  that  state.  They  had  two 
children,  David  and  Eunice,  born  in  Connecticut.  The  father 
died  on  the  voyage  to  Nova  Scotia ;  the  mother  died  in  Nova 
Scotia.  David,  l)orn  in  1705,  bought  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  hnul  in  Pittsford  in  1783,  wliich  land  included  tho 
farm  now  owned  by  Hawkins  Hart.  He  nuide  a  clearing,  built 
a  house,  and  nuirried  Jennie,*  daughter  of  Stephen  Mead  of 
Pittsford,  in  1785.  Mr.  Starks  died  in  this  town  in  1805  ;  Mrs. 
Starks  died  in  Jhiffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1834. 

Tiio  Adams  family,  consisting  of  the  father  a!id  mother — 
Kbsha  and  Sarali  —  and  sons,  Elijah,  Samuel,  Thomas  and 
Elisha,  and  (laughter  Anne,  John  Eenn,  Elias  Hall  and  Noidi 
Hopkins,  located  here  in  1784. 

*  JcDulc  Mead  was  tbu  llmt  rcmalu  cblld  boru  iu  Mauchcbtcr  (17G7). 
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Elisha  Adams  married  Sarah  Taylor,  but  where  he  first 
located  we  are  not  informed.  "  He  bought  land  of  the  agents 
of  the  Governor  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  locjited  in 
^Coventry,  on  tl»e  2d  day  of  June,  1771."  lie  "leased  a  small 
farm  in  Coventry,  !Nov.  30th,  1771."  He  "sold  and  conveyed 
land  in  Coventry,  Feb.  17th,  1774."  lie  "bouglit  land  in 
Coventry  of  Sannicl  Ljidd,  Aug.  29t]i,  1778."  "  Thonuis  and 
Elisha  Adams  sold  and  conveyed  land  in  Coventry,  Aug.  29th, 

1778.  Elisha  Adams  sold  land  in  Coventry,  April  29th, 

1779.  "- 

The  following  is  the  record  of  Elisha  Adams'  family : 
ilisha  Adams,  2d,  born  Dec.  1,  1757,  and  died  tlic  28th 
•of  April. 

Sarah  Adams,  born  May  30,  1759. 

Elisha  Adams,  3d,  born  March  14,  1762,  and  died  May  9, 
1773. 

Elijah  Adams,  born  October  9,  1764. 
Samuel  Adams,  bom  March  23,  1767. 
Thomas  Adams,  born  Kov.  8,  1770. 

Anno  Adams,  born  May  8,  1772,  and  died  August  5th,  the 
same  year. 

Anno  Adams,  2d,  bom  May  1,  1775. 
ElisliH  Adjuns,  4th,  born  May  19,  1778. 
The  above  were  all  born  in  Connecticut." 

Whether  this  family  came  directly  from  Coventry  to  Pitts- 
ford,  or  stopped  by  tlie  way  as  did  the  Brown  family,  we  have 
no  means  of  knowing.  Their  earliest  deed  of  land  in  the 
township  of  wliicli  a  record  exists,  was  one  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres,  from  Elisiia  Kich  to  Thomas  and  Siinnicl  Adams,  and 
is  datc<l  May  21,  1784.  As  will  be  seen,  tlio  former  wns  seven- 
teerj  and  tlu;  latter  a  little  more  than  thirteen  years  of  age. 
The  b()iiii(hiri(\s  of  this  lot  were  marked  by  perishable  objects, 

•Covtulry  Kccorda. 
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no  vestige  of  wliicli  now  exists,  consequently  it  is  impossible  to 
fix  its  exnct  limits,  but  it  is  kno\\'n  to  have  been  on  or  near 
East  Branch  brook,  and  to  have  included  a  part  of  the  high 
Imd  cast  of  Furnace  Flat.  As  no  mention  is  made  of  the  mill 
in  this  deed,  and  as  it  is  known  that  Elisha  Adams,  the  father, 
owned  this  a  few  months  later,  it  is  highl}'  probable  tliat  ho 
purchased  this  with  some  land  in  the  vicinity  in  his  own  name, 
but  the  deed  was  never  recorded.  Not  long  after  he  purcliased 
tlie  grist-mill,  he  built  a  saw-mill  a  few  rods  below  it,  and  botli 
were  kej^t  in  operation  some  years  by  some  member  or  mem- 
bers of  tlio  Adams  family.  They  first  moved  into  the  house 
lunlt  by  EliHha  Kich,  but  they  soon  constructed  another  log 
liouRO,  on  the  hill,  about  six  rods  west  of  the  present  residence 
of  Mrs.  Oarrigan.  EWjnh  Adajns  married  Ruth,  daughter  of 
Elder  E.  Rich,  and  resided  sojno  years  on  the  farm  which  has 
been  mentioned  as  first  improved  by  Abraham  Owen,  Sen., 
(O.  Smith  ]>laco,)  then  o(T-upied  for  a  few  years  the  farm  which 
Imd  been  improved  by  Richard  Ilendee,  (Willis  place,)  but 
finally  moved  to  Btiffalo,  N.  Y.  "  He  was  highly  respected, 
had  a  large  family,  and  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life,  was 
unable  to  labor,  l)eing  nearly  blind."* 

Samuel  Adams  married  Polly  Baird,  and  resided  for  a  time 
with  his  parcnfs  in  the  log  house  on  the  hill,  east  of  Funuico 
Flat,  but  affcrwanls  built  the  red  house,  now  owned  by  A.  G. 
Allen,  and  this,  then  became  the  homo  of  himself  and  parents. 
Elisha,  the  father,  for  the  hist  few  years  of  his  life,  was  blind. 

Thomas  Adams  married  Polly  Cole,t  and  located  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  Elias  T.  Adams,  and  built  the 
easterly  j)art  of  the  ju'csent  house  about  the  year  17l>2,  lie 
took  that  farm  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  the  most  of  flio  iinprove- 
nicntfi  on  it  are  due  to  his  labors. 

Elisha  Adams,  4th,  married  Stella,  daughter  of  Oliver  Bogue, 

•  II.  iiiIcc'h  MS.  W 
t  MUs  Culc  WU4  born  Id  Woodbury,  Cu 
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resided  a  few  years  in  the  village  and  kept  a  store  in  company 
■with  John  Merriam,  but  afterwards  left  town. 

Jolin  Fenn  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  bought  of  Gideon  Cooley 
one  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land,  eighty-six  of  which  were 
ou  tl>e  right  of  Kllianan  Fox,  and  twenty-one  on  the  right  of 
Daniel  Drcggs,  the  deed  bearing  date  Feb.  7,  1784.  Thia 
included  the  nmst  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Fobes  Manley, 
but  it  wjia  then  an  unbroken  forest.  Mr.  Fenn  and  his  sona 
clearetl  a  few  acres  and  built  a  house  near  where  the  present 
house  stands,  and  the  farm  was  occupied  b}'  the  family  or  some 
members  of  it,  till  it  wjis  sold  to  John  Hitchcock,  Jr. 

Flias  Hall  was  born  in  Southingtoii,  Conn.,  but  the  year  is 
not  given.  In  the  French  war  he  enlisted  in  the  army  of  Lord 
Amherst,  at  Hartford,  and  was  assigned  to  the  regiment  com- 
manded by  Col.  Whiting.  Ho  was  on  dut^'  at  Ticonderoga 
and  Cro\\'n  Point  till  the  fall  of  1759,  when  he  was  taken  sick 
with  rheumatism  and  had  permission  to  retiun  home.  AfUr 
the  war  he  married  Sarah  Hitchcock  and  located  in  New 
Chesliire,  New  Haven  County,  Conn.  On  the  second  day  of 
May,  1783,  lie  ])urchased*  of  Gideon  Cooley  thirty-three  acrea 
of  land  in  Pittsford,  which  included  what  is  jiow  known  as  the 
JohImiu  Bates  place.  He  built  a  house  some  fort)'  or  fifty  rods 
west  of  the  jjresent  house  and  near  the  old  military  road,  and 
renjoved  his  family  hero  in  the  spring  of  1784.  About  the 
year  1795,  lie  sold  this  place  and  resided  a  few  years  in  the 
liouKC  which  then  stood  about  wliere  the  Baptist  meeting  house 
now  st;uids.  He  removed  to  AVilliston  where  he  died  October 
29,  1820;  Mrs.  Hull  died  in  1815. 

Noali  H()])kiii8  wjis  a  cousin  of  Neheuiiuh,  his  father  ])cing 
n  brother  of  Eboiiezor,  Sen.,  one  of  the  early  settlers  who  has 
been  iiiciitioiicd.  He  was  born  about  the  year  1745,  but  wc  are 
Tiot  inf.jrincd  of  the  ])lacc  of  his  birth  or  marriage,  though  he 
resided  f(jr  a  time,  at  least,  in  Nine  Partners,  Dutchess  Co., 

*  ThU  (Iced  won  made  out  iu  the  name  of  Sarab  IIoU,  wife  of  Ellas. 
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K.  Y.,  where  liis  sons,  Hiram,*  Noah,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  were 
born.  lie  came  to  Pittsford,  probably,  through  the  iivfkience 
of  Ills  rehitives,  and  purcliased  tlic  real  estate  wliich  liad  belonged 
to  liis  uncle,  then  decejised.  The  deed  of  this  purchase  was- 
never  recorded  and  we  have  no  means  of  knowing  its  date. 

Among  the  number  who  located  here  in  17S5,  were  Richard 
Jlendoc,  John  Hitchcock  and  poii  John,  Israel  Lake,  Thomas. 
Hunnnond,  Daniel  Stevens,  James  Stevens,  aiid  Samuel 
AVatcrs,  Jr. 

Richard  Ilcndee  was  a  son  of  Jonathan,  and  brother  of 
Deacon  Caleb,  both  of  whom  have  been  nientioned.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Parsons,  of  Windsor,  Conn,,  where  lie  resided 
some  years,  and  then  moved  to  Sliaftsbury,  Vt.,  from  which 
town  lie  came  to  Pittsford  in  1785,  and  located  on  a  lotf 
of  land  ujion  >^hich  a  little  improvement  had  been  mada 
by  a  man  named  Wright.  When  he  catne  here  his  j)roperty 
consisted  of  a  few  hundred  doUai-s  in  Contincntid  money  which 
had  so  dej)rcciated  that  it  was  of  little  value,  and  to  assist  him 
to  begin  tlie  world  anew  financially,  his  brother  Caleb  gjivc  him 
this  lot  of  land.  In  raising  a  barn  for  Capt,  Milton  Potter  in 
171)7,  Mr.  Hcndee  fell  from  the  frame  and  was  instantly  killed. 
He  was  about  six  feet  higli,  well  projmrtioned,  though  not 
llcshy,  and  wcighcul  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  He  left 
a  widow  and  eiglit  children,  tlie  former  of  whom  afterwards 
married  David  June  of  Brandon,  where  she  resided  till  his 
deatli,  and  tlien  went  to  the  western  i)art  of  the  State  of  New 
York  to  h'vc  with  lier  children.  The  eldest  son,  Ri(thard,  nuir- 
ricd  Phcbc,  dauglitcr  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Rich  of  Shorchanj, 
resided  some  years  on  the  homestead,  and  then  moved  to 
Ticondcrogii.J 

Jolm  Hitclicock,  a  taimcr  by  trade,  was  a  native  of  Con- 

*  lllnitii  n<i|ikliiK  wivH  liorn  .Iniiinrv  10,  1772. 
t  'I'hf  liiriii  now  ow 
}  lli-nduc'ii  M8. 
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necticut,  where  the  most  of  liis  early  life  was  spent.  Ho 
married  Abigtiil  Chapman  and  loc-nted  in  Saybrook,  where  were 
horn  the  followinfj;  children,  viz.:  John,  Kemembrance,  Josopli, 
Chapman,  Benjamin,  Abigail,  Lvdia  and  Anna.  About  the 
year  1780,  he  removed  from  Saybrook  to  Suny,  N.  11.,  where 
Jic  resided  till  1785,  when  he  bought  of  Samuel  Drury,  said  to 
be  of  Alstead,  N.  II.,  one  right  of  land,  minuH  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres,  in  TitUford,  tJie  doe<l  being  dated  the  10th  of 
May,  and  it  wjis  in  consideration  of  £16  L.  M.  lie  pitched 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  this  right — the  third-<livision  lot 
of  the  right  of  Jedediah  AVinslow-— on  the  northwest  slope  of 
wluvt  has  since  been  known  as  "  Corn  Hill."  It  covered  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Amos  C.  Kellogg.  This  ho  deeded  to  his 
eon  John,  May  23,  1785,  and  then  purchased  the  lot  forming 
tlic  farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson  Ca])t.  Charles  Hitchcock. 
He  assisted  his  son  in  clearing  the  land  and  building  a  house 
on  the  side  of  the  hill  some  eighty  rods  etist  of  the  present 
rdsidence  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Kellogg,  and  they  transplanted  ftn 
orchard  near  tlio  house,  some  of  the  trees  of  which  are  still 
standing.  At  that  time  the  road  leading  north  from  Joshua 
Morse's,  passed  some  rods  west  of  the  i>rcBcnt  road,  and  on 
Uirough  land  owjicd  by  Ainos  Kellogg,  and  a  branch  of  it 
crossed  Sucker  Brook  a  few  rods  below  the  saw-mill.  The 
family  came  here  as  soon  as  comfortable  quarters  could  be  pre- 
])ared,  and  it  is  evident  that  they  resided  here  togethet  for  a 
time,  or  until  a  smjdl  clearing  and  a  house  <tould  be  made  on 
the  other  lot  where  Capt.  Charles  Hitchcock  now  lives ;  and 
tJien  the  fatlier  and  otlier  members  of  the  family  removed  to 
the  latter  jiluc.c,  wln'lo  the  eldest  son,  John,  who  had  married 
]Iannah  AVeed,  remained  on  the  former  jdace  of  which  ho  had 
a  deed. 

In  1 784,  John  Hitchcock,  Sen.,  and  Amos  Kellogg  exchanged 
farms  for  one  year,  though  they  never  exchanged  deeds.  "While 
Mr.  Hitchcock  was  residing  on  the  Kellogg  farm,  the  house  he 
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occnpiod  took  fire  ntid  wna  consumed  with  all  its  contesrts,  fui^ 
nihiro  and  provi^ons.  But  ^vith  the  nssistance  of  Lis  sons  he 
eoon  had  a  new  liouse,  and  at  the  expiration  of  tlie  year  he  and 
Mr.  Kellogg  re-exchanged  locations,  each  occupying  liis  own 
land. 

Of  the  ancestr}'  of  Israel  Lake  no  information  lias  been 
obtained.  That  he  became  a  resident  of  this  town  in  1785^ 
tlio  records  conclusively  show,  though  we  ai-e  unable  to  leam 
from  whence  he  came.  He  jmrchnsed  of  Caleb  Ilendee  fifty- 
Hvc  acres  of  land — a  i)art  of  the  right  of  Alexander  Scott — for 
Avhidi  lie  iMiid  £6,  L.  M.,  and  the  deed  was  dated  "Juno  Sth^ 
311  the  Otli  year  of  American  Independence  1 785."  Thia  rppears* 
4o  luive  been  located  west  of  Richard  Ilendee 's  lot ;  and  about 
tJio  same  time  Mr.  Lake  pitched  fifty  acres  more  of  the  same 
right  bordering  on  the  west  bank  of  Otter  Creek.  This  proba- 
bly inchided  the  land  upon  which  Pittsford  Quarry  Co.'s  depot 
now  stands.  He  built  a  house  about  one  hundred  rods  in  a 
northwesterly  direction  from  tlie  residence  of  Richard  Ilendee,, 
and  perhaps  occupied  it  alone  for  a  time,  as  tlio  record  states 
that  "  l8ra<.'l  I^ko  and  Hannah  Juno  were  married  to  eacli 
otlier  the  tenth  day  of  May,  1787." 

Thomiifl  Hammond  was  born  in  Newton,  Mass.,  Feb.  20, 
1702,  and  at  tliengc  of  four  years,  was  taken  from  his  parents  and 
carried*  to  Leicester,  where  he  was  bound  to  a  fanner  by  tho 
name  of  Denny  and  remained  there  the  most  of  the  following 
ftixteen  yeai-8.  In  1778,  he  enlisted  in  tlie  Continental  army, 
luid  was  Kt.ntioned  some  months  at  West  Point,  where  he  served 
sin  fiftli  (rori>ora],  a  j)Osition  of  wliicli,  as  he  used  to  say,  he  felt 
]tro»der,  than  of  any  he  ever  aft<'rwai-(l  held.  He  ser\ed  but 
nine  moiitlis  in  the  arm}'  and  then  relunied  to  Leicester.  In 
178*2,  lie  came  to  Shaftsburv,  lie  iiiiingtoii  Comity,  Vt.,  and 
iimirifd  Ilaiiiiuh,  diiugliler  of  Ichabod  Crosh,  ^larch  25,  1784. 


*JIc  rodo  lionteback  behind  a  man,  forly  inlluii  ibc  llrsi  day. 


THOMAS  HAMMOXn 
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The  following  year  liis  father-in-law*  gave  him  one  hnndred  and 
ten  acres  of  land  in  Tittsford  which  lay  south  of  and  adjoining 
the  lot  owiiod  by  William  Cox.f  He  built  a  Bmall  house  about 
twelve  rods  south  of  the  Cox  fort — Fort  Mott — just  across  tlio 
ravine,  and  resided  there  three  or  four  years,  then  cleared  the 
land  and  built  a  house  in  what  is  now  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  field  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  ahd  about  fifteen  rods 
north  of  the  brook  on  the  town  farm.  This  wjis  a  frame  house, 
clapboarded  and  shingled,  and  wjis  used  some  years  as  u  tavern. 
After  residing  liere  some  seven  years  he  built  n  house  a  few 
rods  nortli  of  the  present  house  on  the  town  farm,  and  in  this 
lie  resided  till  1814,  when  he  bought  of  Isaac  and  James  Matson 
tlie  farm  now  owned  by  Isaac  C.  Wheaton.  The  largo  houso 
on  that  farm  was  built  by  Col.  Hammond,  in  1814.  During 
the  early  years  of  his  residence  here,  as  also  later,  he  kept  a 
large  flock  of  sheep,  and  the  wolves  sometimes  made  sad  havoc 
among  tliem.  During  one  night  they  killed  tliirty  and  another 
night  forty. 

Daniel  Stevens,  eldest  son  of  Benjamin,  Sen.,  married 
Mary  Rowe,  of  Manchester,  but  where  he  first  located  is  not 
now  known,  though  in  1793,  he  purchased  the  farm  then  owned 
by  his  brotJicr  Benjamin  Stevens,  Jr.,  and  the  same  that  is  now 
owned  by  his  grandson,  Benjamin  Stevens,  3d.  He  built  a 
house  on  the  cast  side  of  the  road  and  about  twelve  rods  north- 
oiust  of  the  one  which  had  been  the  residence  of  liis  brotlier. 
He  resided  here  till  his  death,  Jime  Ist,  1829. 

•  Iclinliod  CroHS  was  horn  In  Mnnsflcld,  Conn.,  but  wno  one  of  the  cnrly  ^cttlrrs 
of  .SliiiClnlmry,  wiim  hi  the  Imlllc  of  lliil)biir(lt<)n,  and  nn  our  forccM  were  ocal- 
tf-cd  he  w.iH  lakfii  prisoner  liy  sonic  IndlauH.  Ah  our  ttuldirni  were  retrcnllrif;,  'lO 
iitii|>|>i'il  III  a  H|iriiii,'  lu  (li  ink,  and  a  wounded  Holdier  near,  he  dipped  up 

•lonii-  Wilier  ill  Ills  hat  and  passed  it  lo  his  djiiij;  eoinnide.  While  lu  liils  net, 
four  IimMmiis  rii-lii  (l  up  iimi  Hclzed  hliii,  eiirrjinij  liiin  olF,  one  lioldiii);  eneli  nriii, 
one  r.irwiird  mid  iiiiollier  liehlnd  liiin,  with  their  (;uns,  nnd  in  this  wiiy  lliey  jiro- 
<M  (  (lr(l  III)  till  V  ciiiiie  lo  a  Ihiclx  t;r()Wlh  of  trees,  when  he  Ihrew  up  his  nrins  nud, 
freelnt'  IiIiiim  II'  (roiii  llieir  fTii'Ti  spnilif;  liilo  the  Woods.  The  In<llnns  Mood 
nnriZ'-d,  mid  iiiieiii|i(e(l  m  lilier  lo  pursue  nor  shoot  lilin.  ]le  nin  some  dlsinnee, 
and  llieti  dlvesled  hilnseir  of  the  most  of  his  eloltilli^  whieh  lie  ])Ut  under  n  lo|;, 
III  order  lo.w  riil»<'ii  lliclr  hold  of  lilin  should  tney  alleinpt  lo  siezi-  hllii  ai;nlii.  llo 
iiiude  t'ooil  Ills  escape,  and  uller  the  war  returned  home  where  he  died  Feb.  b,  1827, 
ajred  iiliirly  veiirs  and  smue  nionlhs. 

tTljc  deed  beurs  date  Due.  21,  1755. 

15 
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James  Stevens,  also  n  son  of  Benjamin,  on  Uic  let  of  May, 
1784,  pitched  one  hundred  acres  of  hmd  adjoining  the  north- 
cast  part  of  Gideon  Sheldon's  land.  Tiiis  wiia  a  second^livision 
lot  of  tlip  rii^ht  of  Daniel  McFarland,  and  included  the  westerly 
]«irt  of  wliHt  is  now  known  as  the  "  liresee  farm,"  owned  by 
]}enjumin  Stevens,  3d.  He  cleared  tJie  land  on  the  south  slope 
of  the  hill,  and  built  a  house  and  barn  about  ten  rods  west  of 
tlie  brook,  and  about  tlio  same  disUmce  nortli  of  the  east-juid- 
west  road.    Some  vestiges  of  these  buildings  may  still  bo  seen 

in  the  pasture.    He  married  Douglas,  and  resided  here 

from  1785  to  1794,  when  ho  sold  his  real  estate  in  Pittsford, 
and  removed  to  Tapper  Canada. 

Samuel  Waters,  Jr.,  the  eldest  son  of  Samuel  "Waters, 
married  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Marshidl 
Ilowland  in  Whi[)plo  Hollow.  He  purchased  that  lot  of  his 
father  in  1783,  made  the  first  improvements  on  it  and  resided 
some  years  in  a  log  house  which  stood  on  tlio  cast  side  of  the 
road  near  where  Mr.  Howland's  barn  now  stjinds.  His  wife 
died,  and  he  afterwards  married  Prudence  Moses. 

The  following  persons  are  known  to  have  located  in  the 
township  in  178G,  viz.:  Jacob  Weed,  Jeremiah  Powers,  Sinieon 
Stevens,  Reuben  Allen,  Lot  Xeelcr,  Israel  Ellsworth,  Abraham 
Owen,  Katimn  AVebstcr,  Amos  Webster,  William  Orcutt,  Jere- 
miah Sheldon  and  S»jniucl  Sheldon. 

Jacob  Weed  was  from  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  where  he  married 
Sarah  Kittersfield  of  that  town,  and  had  the  following  children, 
viz.:  Amasa,  John  and  Mercy.  He  bought  one  lot  (one  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres)  of  land  of  Stephen  Jeimer,  June  21, 1786. 
Tliis  wart  a  Hocond-diviKion  lot  of  the  right  of  William  Nutting, 
and  included  a  part  of  the  farm  now  owned  b}-  Cyrus  Dike  and 
the  land  adjoining  on  the  soiifh,  now  owned  by  Seba  F.  Smith. 
]Io  made  a  clearing  and  bvn'lt  a  house  inuncdiatclv  south  of  the 
brook  on  the  wist  side  of  the  road  about  where  a  house  now 
sUinda,  and  to  this  he  removed  his  family. 


JEREMAH  POWERS — SIMEON  STEVENS. 
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Jeremiah  Powers  was  tlie  son  of  Jeremiah,  of  Greenwich, 
Mass.,  who  was  tlie  third  generation  from  the  early  settler 
of  this  name  in  that  township,  and  who  was  originally  from 
L-eland.  Jeremiah,  3d,  married  Elizuheth,  daughter  of  Benja- 
min Cooley,  of  Greenwich,  and  resided  some  years  in  that 
townsliij)  where  the  following  children  were  born,  viz.:  Jere- 
miah, Justus,  Joab,  Charles,  George,  Prudence,  Montgomery 
and  Gardner.  The  eldest  son,  Jeremiah,  born  in  17G0,  at  the 
ago  of  si.xteen  years  enlisted  in  the  army  and  served  as  a 
soldier,  during  a  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  After  the 
war  he  was  emj)loyed  to  assist  in  the  survey  of  the  township 
of  Leicester,  Addison  County,  Vt.,  and  he  purchased  nine  hun- 
dred acres  in  that  township.  But  by  mistakes  in  the  early 
surveys  only  about  two-thirds  of  the  township  were  ever 
obtained,  and  from  this  circumstance  Mr.  Powers  lost  his  title, 
and  came  to  Pittsford,  wliere  he  purchased  of  Gideon  Cooley 
one  hundred  acres,  for  which  he  paid  £100,  the  deed  bearing 
date  Oct.  15,  1785.  This  included  the  place  now  owned  by 
E.  M.  Bailey,  and  the  land  extending  southward  upon  the 
north  slope  of  the  hill,  and  adjoining  Amasa  Ladd's  on  the 
east.  lie  built  a  house  and  barn  on  the  south  side  of  the  Crown 
Point  or  military  road,  and  about  one  hundred  rods  south  of 
the  house  now  owned  by  Mr.  Bailey.  To  this  place  he  removed 
his  family  in  the  spring  of  1786.  This  house,  built  of  logs, 
was  occupied  till  1804,  when  Mr.  Powers  built  the  house  where 
Mr.  Bailey  now  resides.  Into  this  lie  removed  his  family,  and 
died  here  in  February,  1845,  aged  eighty-five  years. 

Simeon  Stevens  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  of  his 
father,  Benjaiiiin  Stevens.  The  deed,  dated  Oct.  12,  1785, 
included  tlie  lot  eastward  of  and  adjoining  the  homestead.  IIo 
Imilt  a  house  on  the  high  land  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  cast  of 
his  father's  residence,  and  the  following  year  married  Anna 
Martin,  of  Shaftsbury,  and  at  once  occupied  this  house.  After 
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residing  licrc  sixty-one  yenrs,  he  died  Sept.  2d,  1847,  aged 
ciglity-four  years. 

The  first  we  hear  of  Keubcii  Allen  is  on  the  21st  of  October, 
1784,  at  wliirh  tinie  the  Proprietors'  Collector  sold  land  belong- 
ing to  litleen  of  the  grantees,  for  the  payment  of  a  two-penny 
land  tax,  voted  to  be  raised  for  tlic  building  of  bridges.  This 
land  WHS  sold  by  auction,  and  Allen  bid  oft'  fifty-seven  acres 
belonging  to  the  right  of  Daniel  Thomas,  for  which  he  paid 
£1  10s.  Tliis  was  located  in  the  westerly  ])iu't  of  the  town, 
and  included  the  farm  lately  owned  by  Augustus  IJaiiey,  but 
now  by  Nathaniel  Willis.  He  built  u  log  house  about  where 
the  present  house  stnnds,  and  made  the  first  improvements  on 
tliat  farm,  lie  resided  there  a  few  yeare  and  then  sold  the 
jdace  to  one  (Tilbert,  and  after  residing  n  short  time  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Alexander  Parmelee,  ho  moved  to  AVhipplo 
Hollow. 

Ix)t  Keeler  wjis  born  in  Ridgcfield,  Conn.,  Juno  7,  1752, 
and  ac(!ompaniod  his  parents  to  Lenox,  Mjiss.,  whither  they 
removed  wlicn  ho  was  a  small  boy.  At  tljo  ago  of  eighteen  ho 
came  to  Rutland,  and  let  himself  to  work  at  seven  dollars  and 
iifty  cents  per  month.  From  Rutland  ho  came  to  Pittsford  and 
worked  for  Anuisa  Ladd  some  time;  and  by  indiistry  and 
economy  lie  accumulated  a  littlo  money  which  he  invchtcd  in 
land.  He  made  his  first  purduiso  of  Jonathan  Fassctt,  Mny 
21,  1780,  and  this  consisted  of  twenty-seven  and  one-half  acM-es, 
including  tlic  hoiuestead  now  owned  by  his  son,  Lot  Keelcr,  Jr. 
Additional  land  was  afterwards  bought  so  that  he  eventually 
owned  a  good  farm  and  of  ample  dimensions.  IL;  comnienced 
a  clearing  mnir  where  the  i)rcsent  buildings  Htaiui,  and  (lie  first 
summer  he  H\m\t  licre  he  had  no  shelter  except  the  tnmk  of  a 
hug(!  pine  tree,  the  centre  of  which  had  lu-cn  burnt  out,  willi  an 
op(!ning  on  the  west  side  sulliciently  large  for  a  person  to  walk 
through  into  the  center  of  it.    He  built  a  log  house  which 
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occupied  tlie  8nmo  ground  tliat  is  now  occupied  by  the  north 
part  of  tlie  present  house,  married  Catliarine  Goodnough,  of 
Brandon,  and  coninienced  liousekeopiiig.  Kot  liaving  sufficient 
pronsions  and  comfortable  quarters  liere,  tliey  vent  to  I>cnox 
in  the  fall  and  spent  the  winter  with  his  father,  and  there,  by 
liis  labor,  ho  earned  enough  to  buy  two  yearling  heifers  which 
ho  drove  to  Pittsford  in  the  sj^ring,  ajid  from  these  ho  stocked 
his  fiirni.  Ho  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  extraordinary 
courage  and  physicjd  power,  which  will  a]ij)ear  from  the  follow- 
ing anecdote:  Ono  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  had  committed 
n  crime  against  the  laws  of  the  State,  for  which  tho  sheriff  of 
tho  county  had  orders  to  arrest  and  bring  him  before  tho  court. 
Ihit  tho  crimiiud  armed  himself,  retired  to  a  camp  near  Otter 
Creek,  refused  to  be  arrested  and  threatened  to  shoot  any  man 
■who  should  attempt  to  take  him.  At  one  May  training,  as 
Capt,  Caleb  Cooley  had  his  company  on  ]>arado,  the  sheriff  rode 
up  to  the  Cai>t4iin  and  requested  him  to  select  four  of  tlio  most 
resolute  men  in  his  company  for  his  service.  "  For  what  pur- 
pose do  you  wish  to  em])loy  them,"  said  the  Captain.    "  I  have 

orders,"  said  the  sheriff,  "  to  arrest  •  and  bring  him 

before  the  court,  dead  or  alive,  but  ho  has  armed  himself, 
retired  to  a  cam])  and  refuses  to  l)e  arrested,  and  I  want  these 
men  to  take  him."    Tho  Captain  turned  to  his  company  and 

Riiid,  "  Justus  Brewster,  T^t  Keeler,    and   ,f 

march  to  the  front."  The  order  was  obeyed  and  the  four  men 
accompanied  the  sheriff  to  the  camp  of  the  criminal  who,  seeing 
their  determined  demeanor,  and  probably  considering  prudence 
the  l>etter  ])art  of  valor,  contrluded  to  surrender ;  and  ho  wafl 
immediately  l)ouiid  and  taken  before  the  com-t. 

Isniel  Kllsworth,  youngest  son  of  Sannicl,  married  Ilopesfil, 
daughter  of  I'x-njiimiii  Stevens,  and  located  on  u  small  lot  of 
lan<l,  uft<Twanl  iiKtluded  in  tlic  Beals  fanu — now  owned  by 

•  For  olivlfitiii  rcniotiM  the  nnmo  1h  wltlilicld. 
t  The  uoniL-A  of  lUc  loat  two  men  arc  I'orjjottcn. 
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Joljn  Eggleston.  Tho  log  liouse  stood  in  the  lot,  in  a  north- 
westerly direction  from  the  Beals  house,  and  on  tho  east  side  of 
tJie  rond  leading  from  Joseph  Wolcott's  to  William  "Wing's. 
The  cellar  of  tlio  house  is  still  to  be  seen  about  eighty  rods 
southeast  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Wing.  "After  residing  here 
a  few  years  they  removed  into  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
while  there  he  disappeared  strangely ;  his  wife  came  back  and 
said  her  husband,  in  a  fit  of  insanity,  went  into  tlio  woods  and 
was  never  seen  afterwards.  Many  hearsay  stories  were  told 
and  suspicions  entertained.  His  wife  married  again  a  Mr. 
Patterson,  with  whom  she  lived  some  years,  and  then  ho  left 
her ;  after  this  she  married  a  Mr.  Willard  l^eaton  with  whom 
she  lived  some  years,  and  they  were  pretty  well  matched,  both 
bad  enough,  but  ho  at  length  lell  her,  and  sho  afterwards  went 
into  Upper  Canada,  and  there  married  for  tlio  fourth  time,  but 
has  now  been  dead  some  years. 

Israel  Ellsworth,  her  first  husband,  who  so  strangely  disap- 
peared from  Pennsylvania,  it  was  afterwards  ascertained,  Ment 
to  Virginia  and  settled  in  Fairfax  Comity,  where  ho  married  a 
woman  by  tho  name  of  Ann  Bennett,  by  whom  ho  had  tl»o 
following  children,  viz.:  Ist,  Elizabeth,  who  married  a  man  by 
tlio  name  of  Chappcl;  2d,  Samuel;  3d,  Amy,  who  married  a 
man  by  tho  numc  of  George  P.  Poole;  4th,  Israel^  E.  Ilolida; 
ho  there  had  gone  by  the  name  of  Israel  Ellsworth  Ilolida, 
his  mother's  maiden  name  being  Ilolida.  lie  had  applied 
for  and  obtained  a  pension,  and  tliis  was  the  way  his  friends  at 
tho  north  hoard  from  him.*" 

Abraliain  Owen,  second  son  of  Edward,  married  Nelly, 
widow  of  William  Pogue,  but  where  they  resided  the  first  few 
months  after  tlieir  marriage  wo  arc  not  informed.  On  the  7th 
of  June,  1787,  Mr.  Owen  bought  of  Rufus  Montague  fifty-fivo 
acres,  embracing  the  enstcrly  portion  of  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Orlin  Siin'tli.  He  built  a  log  house  a  few  rods  southeast  of 
•Ucndcc's  MS. 
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tlie  present  house,  in  what  is  now  the  nortliwcst  corner  of  tlie 
field  on  tlie  ejxst  side  of  the  road.  The  roof  of  tliis  house  was 
covered  with  elm  bark,  and  the  floor  was  made  of  basswood 
logs,  split,  and  hiid  with  their  flat  surface  up.  AfterAvards  he 
built  another  log  house  near  where  the  present  house  stands, 
lived  in  tliis  about  two  years,  and  then  bought  that  part  of  the 
farm  recently  owned  by  Edwin  Wheaton,  which  lies  on  the 
west  side  of  the  hill  towards  Abel  Morgan's.  There  ho  built  a 
Louse  in  which  he  resided  about  seven  years,  and  then  bought 
tlie  Mosher  ])laco  and  built  the  house  now  owned  by  Richard 
and  Chjirlcs  Burditt  in  1811,  and  died  there  Feb.  14,  1813. 
The  house  built  on  the  Wheaton  lot  was  removed  to  the  latter 
place  and  is  now  the  horse-barn  on  the  west  side  of  the  road. 

"We  have  no  knowledge  of  tlie  ancestors  of  Nathan  "Webster, 
but  his  name  appears  upon  the  records  for  the  first  time  in  1785, 
on  the  14th  of  October  of  which  year,  he  purchased  of  Jona- 
than Faosett  twelve  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  the  first-division  lot 
of  the  right  of  Elihu  Hall,  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz. : 
"Beginning  at  stake  and  stones  at  the  nortlieast  corner  of 
Ebcnezcr  Hopkins'  homo  lot ;  thence  east  five  degrees  south 
32  rods  to  stake  and  stones;  tiience  north  ten  degrees  cast 
50  rods  to  the  south  side  of  the  road  tliat  leads  to  tiie  mills  ; 
thence  west  on  tlie  south  line  of  said  road  till  it  strikes  the  cast 
line  of  the  road  that  runs  north  and  south  tlxrough  the  to\\ni, 
being  about  45  rods  to  stake  and  stones ;  thence  south  on  the 
cjist  line  of  the  road  to  the  first  bounds."  The  consideration 
of  the  deed  was  £40.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  purchase  included 
the  site  of  tlic  present  hotel  owned  by  L.  F.  Scofield,  together 
witli  land  now  owned  by  Bradley  Burditt,  D.  Austin,  B.  Kemp, 
K.  K.  Drake,  and  J.  A.  Randall.  lie  cleared  the  land  and 
built  a  house  where  the  hotel  now  stands,  and  it  is  sujiposed 
that  he  removed  liis  family  here  in  the  spring  of  1780.  Tlio 
ground  now  octMipicjd  by  the  Village  was  then  covered  with  the 
native  forest,  witli  here  and  there  an  uudergrowtli  of  blackberry 
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biishcs  whieli  at  the  usual  season  yielded  an  abundant  supply 
of  berries,  from  wliicli  circunisUinec  the  ground  was  known  as 
"Blackberry  Hill."  Tiie  house  built  by  Mr.  Webster  was  tlio 
coninienccuient  of  the  village.* 

Amos  Webster  is  6upi)osed  to  have  been  a  brother  of  Nathan, 
and  from  the  records  wo  learn  that  ho  was  from  Bennington, 
but  (juite  likely  his  residence  there  was  temporary.  On  the 
7th  of  November,  1785,  he  purchiused  of  Jonathan  Fassett  a 
tract  of  land  in  this  town,  the  bounds  of  which  are  thus 
described:  "Beginning  about  17J  rods  from  the  norlheast 
corner  of  the  old  grist-mill  lot,  westerly  in  the  north  line  of 
the  sjime  at  a  stake  and  stones ;  thence  north  ten  degrees  east 
88  roils  to  stake  and  stones  ;  thence  cast  five  degrees  south 
22^  rods  to  the  pine  lots  and  stake  and  stones ;  thence  north 
ten  degrees  cast  50  rods  to  elm  tree ;  thence  north  firty-two 
degrees  west  33  rods  to  a  birch  tree ;  thence  west  16  rods  to  a 
birch  tree ;  thence  north  30  rods  to  a  stake  and  stones;  thenco 
west  52  rods  to  a  pine  tree;  thenco  south  fifteen  degrees  east 
81  rods  to  a  beech  tree ;  thence  west  fifteen  degrees  south  09 
rods  on  the  south  line  of  the  Town  Plot  to  tile  road,  a  stjiko 
and  stones;  thence  on  the  cast  side  of  the  road  south  sixteen 
dogn  es  east  27  rods  to  stake  and  stones ;  thence  Ciist  iivo 
degrei's  soutli  about  97  rods  to  the  first  bounds," 

It  tlujH  ap]»cars  that  this  purchase  included  all  the  land  now 
in  the  Village  east  of  the  nortli-and-south  nmd,  between  the 
Town  Hall  lot  and  tlic  road  leading  to  Hitch(tockviIle,  together 
with  lands  lying  eastward  and  now  owned  by  S.  1),  Winslow, 
John  Ix'onard  and  Charles  Walker,  and  the  whole  was  s<'i)a- 
rated  from  the  lot  j)urc]iased  by  Nathan  Webster  by  tlie  east- 
and-wcst  road.  He  built  a  house  the  following  spring  about 
where  Willard  Ratidall's  south  house  now  standn,  and  tliis  was 
])robably  the  third  house  built  on   "  Blacklx-rry  Hill,"  and 

•Only  one  bonne  lind  (icon  liullt  on  "  Hlii<-l<t>rrry  Hill"  nt  tliU  tlinp,  nnd  thts 
it'oe  ibo  ono  built  about  iblriy  rods  wc«l  of  tlio  prcscut  vllla{;c  by  Amue  Fuoactt. 
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for  years  afterwards  it  was  kno\m  as  the  "  "Webster  lionso.'* 
AVilliam  Oreutt,  from  Stafford,  Conn.,  came  here  in  1786, 
and  made  tlie  first  improvements  on  the  phxce  now  owned  by 
Charles  T.  Colbuni.  He  was  n  sohlier  in  the  Rcvohitionary 
Avar,  and  during  tJie  hitter  part  of  it,  liehl  a  cnptjiin's  commis- 
sion. He  married  a  lady  of  French  descent  and  n*mded  some 
years  in  Stalford  before  coming  to  Pittsford.  He  resided  in 
this  town  only  a  few  yeai-s. 

Jercun'ah  Slicldon,  son  of  Gideon,  married  and  located  on 
tlio  "Watere  place — now  Abel  Morgan's.  He  purcliiu^ed  tliis  of 
Samuel  Waters  who  had  left  it  din-ing  the  war,  removed  to 
Shaft.sbnry,  and  being  advanced  in  years  decided  to  remain  in 
tlmt  town.  Mr.  Sheldon  built  a  log  lionse  a  few  rods  west  of 
the  present  house,  and  occu2>icd  it  till  about  the  year  1800, 
when  he  sold  his  real  estate  to  Abraham  Owen  and  moved  to 
Canada. 

Samuel  Sheldon,  brother  of  the  preceding,  married  and 
resided  in  tJie  house  witli  him  till  1705,  when  he  removed  to 
Canada. 

Among  the  number  who  located  here  in  1787,  wcrcKeul)rn 
Ives,  Simeon  Parnieloe,  Jonathan  Stevens,  Josinh  Kddy,  llie 
Jackson  family,  Anthony  Phillii)s,  Hopkins  Powlcy,  Kehcmiali 
Hopkins,  Jr.,  Jolin  Hopkins  and  Simon  Harwood. 

Reuben  Ives  wjis  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  came  to 
Pittsford  in  178G,  and  on  the  13th  of  June  of  that  year  bought 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  hind — a  part  of  the  original  right 
of  Klisha  Harvey — of  Kicluird  Hendee  for  which  he  ])aid  £45. 
Ihis  included  the  land  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Adams, 
Charles  Sniitli  and  Arba  Bassett.  He  cleared  the  land  and 
built  a  house  near  where  Mrs.  'Adams'  house  stands  and 
removed  here  in  the  spring  of  1787. 

Simeon  Parmelee  was  the  son  of  Hezekiah  who  was  lioni 
in  Connecticut,  married  and  settled  in  Durham  in  that  State 
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where  botJi  died.  Their  children  were  Simeon,  IlezekiHli, 
Moses,  Dan,  Charles  and  two  daugliters. 

Simwji  was  horn  in  Durham,  1741,  and  married  (1775) 
Tryphena  Bniith,  who  was  born  in  1755.  They  settled  in  West 
Stockhridjjt',  ]^Ias8.  At  the  commencement  of  tlie  Revolu- 
tionary war  he  enlisted  in  tlio  Americjin  army  and  was  witli 
the  expedition  agjiinst  Quebec  in  1775.  "While  in  Canada  he 
had  the  small  pox,  with  which  ho  camo  near  losing  his  life,  but 
after  mucli  sulfering  he  was  brought  to  Ticonderoga,  where  his 
father-in-law,  Nehemiah  Hopkins,  met  him  and  brought  him 
through  the  wilderness  to  Pittsford.  Hero  he  remaned  till  he 
recovered  his  strength  so  as  to  bo  able  to  ride  to  Stockbridge. 
Mr.  Parmelec  removed  from  "West  Stockbridge  to  Pittsford  in 
March,  1787,  and  on  the  27tli  of  January,  1792  •  he  bought 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  of  Thomas  Cranfield. 
for  whicii  he  paid  £1G0.  This  wjis  a  part  of  the  original  right 
of  William  Stewart  and  included  the  farm  now  owned  by  Seba 
F.  Smith  with  some  land  adjoining,  lie  made  the  first  improve- 
ments on  that  farm  and  built  the  first  house  which  stood  on  the 
ejist  side  of  the  road  and  oidy  a  few  rods  south  of  Mr.  Smith's 
barn.  After  residing  here  some  years  they  removed  to  West- 
ford,  where  Mr.  Parmclco  died  May  3d,  1820;  Mrs.  Parmeleo 
died  May  14th,  1831. 

Jonathan  Stevens,  son  of  Benjamin,  the  early  settler,  was 
born  at  Nino  Partners,  Dutchess  Comity,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to 
this  town  with  his  father's  family  before  tJie  war.  February 
13tli,  1787,  ho  bouglit  of  Joseph  Crary  fifty  acrcst  of  land 
which  included  the  south  part  of  the  farm  now  owned  by 
William  Wing,  and  he  made  the  first  imiM'ovemcnfs  on  that 
farm.  Tlie  first  clearing  was  ma<le  some  distance  south  of  the 
prcHciit  huihhiigfi,  and  in  what  is  now  the  pasture  owned  by 

•'I'lilt  Ik  llic  (lulr  ol  llir  deed,  lint  ll  Ih  known  llinl  Mr.  I'liniiclrc  linlll  llip  lioimo 
find  Hi'lllcd  on  lldr>  liind  ulii  n  lie  IIihI  niiixi'd  hilo  (lie  (own,  and  (|uil('  llkoly  llO 
toiiK  II  lioinl  lor  ;i  dri  ll  nl  lliiil  linn-. 

t'l'lild  was  a  |)url  or  Uic  tlilid  Ulvisluu  lul  of  the  riglil  of  SuuiucI  MuusUdd. 
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John  M.  Goodnough.  He  biiilt  a  house  about  fifteen  rods  west 
of  the  road,  the  cellar  of  which  is  still  to  be  seen,  married 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Richard  Adams,  and  resided  here  some  years, 
but  eventually  moved  to  the  township  of  Bastard,  Upper 
Canada,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  about  eighty  years. 

The  first  we  hear  of  Josiah  Eddy  is  in  1782,  on  the  6th 
of  July,  when  ho  pitched  fifty  acres  of  laud  in  Pittsford, 
bounded  as  follows :  "  Beginning  at  a  small  dry  beech  which 
is  the  nortlieast  comer  of  Edward  Owen's  lot;  then  south  by 
the  needle  110  rods  to  a  beech  sapling;  then  due  east  80  rods 
to  a  hemlock  stake  and  stones;  tlien  north  by  the  needle  110 
rods  to  a  maple  marked;  then  on  the  "Widow  AVoodward's  south 
lino  due  west  80  rods  to  tlie  first  bouTuls.  Surveyed  to  the 
original  right  of  Samuel  Brewer,  it  being  the  third-division 
pitch."  Again  on  tlie  30th  of  October,  1785,  he  pitched  fifteen 
acres  more  adjoining  Simeon  Tupper's  fifty-five  acre  lot  on  the 
east,  but  he  made  no  improvements  on  either  of  those  pitches 
till  about  the  year  1786,  when  he  cleared  a  few  acres  of  the 
first  lot  which,  as  will  be  seen,  included  the  most  of  the  farm 
now  owned  by  John  Hudson.  He  built  a  liouse  near  where 
Mr.  Hudson's  house  now  stjmds,  married  Umilu,  daughter  of 
Edward  Owen,  and  commenced  housekeeping  the  following 
spring. 

The  Jackson  family  was  from  Spencer,  Massachusetts.  David 
Jackson  married  Hannah  Graton  and  resided  some  years  in 
Spencer,  where  the  following  children  were  born,  viz. :  David, 
Jonathan,  James,  William,  Sanuiel  and  Daniel.  David,  the 
father,  died  in  Spencer,  and  the  sons  having  grown  to  manhood 
sought  the  wild  lands  of  Vermont.  David,  the  eldest  son, 
bought  fifty  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  the  riglit  of  George 
Robbins,  Dec.  5,  1786.  This  land  was  bounded  south  on  tlio 
north  line  of  Rutland,  and  he  also  purchiiKcd  a  lot  within  the 
tuwnsliip  of  Rutliiiid,  adjoining  his  I'itlsfonl  lot  on  tlic  nortli, 
and  built  a  house  but  a  few  rods  south  of  tlie  town  line,  married 
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Persis,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Whipple  of  Rutland,  and  resided 
some  years  within  the  limits  of  tliat  township.  He  enlisted  in 
tlie  army  in  the  war  of  1812-14,  and  died  on  tlie  road  as  he 
was  rcturniii};  home  from  Plattsbur<;h. 

JoMutlmn  married  Morgan,  in  Spencer,  some  time 

before  comin-j  to  Pittsford.  AVhethcr  lie  came  hero  witli  the 
otlier  members  of  the  family  Ave  are  not  informed,  but  ho 
bought  of  Benjamin  Smalley  one-half  of  a  right  of  land  in  this 
town — the  right  of  Joseph  Burton — for  which  he  paid  £50,  and 
the  deed  bears  date  Nov.  22,  1788.  This  pjirchuse  included 
tlio  farm  now  owned  by  Iliram  Bates,  and  the  tirst  improve- 
ments on  that  farm  were  made  by  Mr.  Jackson,  lie  lived  and 
died  there. 

James  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Wood  of 
Pitt«ford,  ami  located  on  land  now  owned  by  Whij>plo  lilills, 
about  firty  rods  west  of  tlto  present  residenc^i  of  Samuel  Butler, 
lie  built  a  house  and  resided  there  till  al\er  the  death  of  his 
wife,  when  ho  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  died  there. 

William  wjis  accidental!}-  killed. 

Sanmel  nuirried — 1st,  Belief,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Sarah 
Smith,  and  resided  some  ycnvA  on  the  same  farm  with  his 
brother  James.  11  is  wife,  Belief,  died  and  he  married — 2(1, 
Mrs.  BctH(!y,  widow  of  Ts'atlianicl  Kairlield,  and  daughter  of 
Gideon  Sheldon,  Sen.  A  short  time  before  the  war  of  1812, 
ho  sold  his  real  estate  in  Pittslbrd,  removed  to  Canada  and  died 
in  the  ]5ritish  military  service.  Ills  son  Samuel  was  with  him 
in  the  same  service  against  the  United  States,  mul  wliile  on 
duty  near  the  Canada  line,  Ik?  deserted  from  the  Britisli  and 
came  to  visit  his  inurles  in  I'ittsfonl,  where  he  remained  till 
alter  the  close  of  the  war  and  then  returned  to  ('nniula. 

Daniel  married  ('atliarine  Bat/,  made  the  fust  eleariiig, 
litiilt  a  lioiise,  and  resided  on  the  farm  now  owned  liy  Samuel 
iJiitler. 

Mrs.  Jackson,  the  mother,  resided  some  years  in  a  log  house 
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■\vliich  stood  oil  tlie  oast  side  of  the  road,  sonic  six  or  eight  rods 
north  of  the  house  now  owned  by  Whipple  Mills,  but  died  in 
the  family  of  her  son  Daniel. 

Anthony  Pliillips  was  from  Massnclnisctts,  where  he  mar- 
ried and  resided  some  years,  lie  came  to  Pittsford  in  the 
■winter  of  1787,  and  purchased  of  .loliii  JJarnes  one  hundred 
nerefl  of  land — third-<livi8ion  lot  of  the  right  of  Timothy  Pat- 
terson— the  deed  being  dated  Feb.  7th  of  that  year,  and  it  was 
in  consideration  of  XI 00.  This  lot  included  the  most  of  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson  Orrin  Phillips.  Having 
made  a  small  (blearing  and  constructed  n  tem])orary  house,  ho 
remove<l  his  family  here  the  following  8j)ring,  jlnd  with  the 
assistance  of  his  sons  soon  brought  several  acres  of  land  into  a 
state  of  cultivation. 

Hopkins  Rowley  was  tlie  eldest  son  of  Jonathan  of  whom 
some  account  has  been  given.  lie  purchased  a  part  of  his 
father's  farm  and  built  a  small  house  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road*  about  two  rods  southwest  of  his  father's  residence.  Ho 
marriedf  and  resided  there  some  years,  and  tlieu  moved  to 
Shorcliam. 

Nehemiah  Hojikins,  son  of  the  Nehcmiah  who  has  been 
mentioned,  built  a  house  on  land  given  to  him  by  his  father  on 
the  iiortli  side  of  tlie  road,  and  a  few  rods  east  of  the  mouth  of 

Ri]>k'y  Pi'ook.J    He  married  Durphy  and  resided  bei'c 

some  years,  afterwards  lived  for  a  short  jjcriod  in  a  house  which 
stood  about  wliore  L.  Woolson's  house  now  stands,  then  moved 
into  a  lious(!  which  stood  a  few  rods  west  of  the  present  resi- 
dence of  II.  F.  Lotliro]),  Esq.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
business  capacity  and  served  as  constable  for  several  years.  Jle 
moved  to  tlic  State  of  Kew  York. 

.lohn  Hopkins,  son  of  Elias,  was  never  a  hirge  real  estate 

•Tlir  r«i:i(l  fit  llnil  iliiic  jinHHcd  li(  twc'cn  llic^t-  (wo  Ikhihch. 
■t  Wi-  U.iw  mil  liccn  iililr  III  Icnni  niiyiliin^  n-niifclliii,'  liU  wife. 
}  Wr  vcnliirc  l<i  <-.\]\  ilii.M  KipU-y  Hrook,  from  llic  lucl  tluit  I'Ulucuu  lUjilcy  oucu 
owned  a  lurge  iirojiorLlou  of  the  liiud  tliruugb  wLlcli  It  Uowa. 
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owner.  lie  mnrricd  llnimnh,  daughter  of  Steplicn  Mead, 
Det*4;inl>or  12,  1787,  and  resided  for  a  time  in  a  house  which 
8twd  near  where  ^Ir.  "NVhitakcr's  liouse  now  stands.  He 
clian};ed  locations  liere  several  times  and  eventually  left  the 
town. 

Simon  llarwood,  son  of  Rev.  Eleazer,  was  bom  Aug.  23, 
17r)(>,  and  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Elias  Hall,  April  19, 
1 787.  He  resided  some  years  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  S.  H. 
Kellogg,  living  in  a  house  which  he  built  some  fifty  rods  south 
of  the  ])re8ent  house  near  where  the  road  turns,  leading  to 
Mrs.  Tilson's;  the  cellar  of  the  house  is  still  visible.  After- 
wards ho  bought  the  house  now  owned  by  Silas  S.  Westcot. 
He  built  and  for  some  years  occuiued  the  house  now  on  that 
]>huM?.  He  died  on  the  place  formerly  owned  by  Benjamin 
Stevens,  Sen.,  March  3,  1816.  Mrs.  Harwood  died  in  Michi- 
gan, Oct.  18,  1838. 

Among  those  who  located  here  in  1788,  may  be  mentioned 
Asa  Stevens,  Simeon  Clifford,  Abiathar  Millard,  Nathaniel 
Fairfield  and  Israel  Morgan. 

Asa  Stevens  was  a  son  of  David  who  was  born  in  I'lainfield, 
Conn.,  in  1733,  and  wlio  married  Sarah  Spaulding,  born  in  the 
name  town  in  1731.  They  resided  in  Coimec^tieut  some  years 
after  their  marriage  and  the  following  diildren  were  born  there, 
viz.:  Ist,  Asa,  bom  in  175G  ;  2d,  David,  Jr.,  born  1758,  died 
Nov.  4,  1817;  3d,  Deborah,  bom  Juno  25,  1751>,  and  died  the 
following  October  ;  4th,  Sally,  bom  1701,  died  June  7,  1777; 
5th,  Phineas,  born  17G3,  died  May  2,  1700;  Cth,  Marj',  bora 
1705,  died  in  1770. 

Asa,  the  eldest  son,  married  Sally  Duidaj)  of  I'hiinfield, 
Conn.,  and  after  residing  there  one  or  two  years  removed  to 
Plainfield,  New  Hampshire,  joining  a  small  colony  in  that 
townKhij),  originally  from  Plainfield,  ('onneclicnf .  In  1788,  he 
removed  from  I'lainfield,  N.  II.,  to  Pitfsford,  Vt.,  and  Imught 
of  Pcnjumin  Smallcy,  of  Middlcbury,  one-half  of  tlie  right  or 
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share  originally  belonging  to  Joseph  Bnrt.  The  deed  bears 
date  Nov.  22,  1788,  and  was  in  consideration  of  £50,  L.  M. 
This  was  so  located  as  to  include  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Stephen  "Wliipplc,  together  with  land  now  owned  by  Albert  W. 
Fletdier  and  Elislm  Smith.  The  first  clearing  was  made  where 
Mr.  Fletclier's  house  now  stands,  and  a  log  house  was  hastily 
constructed  tliere,  in  which  the  family  resided  the  following 
winter.  After  enlarging  his  clearing  Air.  Stevens  built  n  frame 
house  on  the  same  side  of  the  road,  but  some  ten  or  fifteen  rods 
north  of  the  log  house,  and  in  this  he  resided  till  his  death, 
Aug.  31,  1817.  Mrs.  Sally  Stevens  died  in  1833,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years.  They  had  but  one  child,  Rachel,  born  May  22, 
1783,  in  Connecticut. 

Simeon  Cliflbrd  was  the  second  son  of  Edward,  who  was 
born  in  Maiden  Lane,  England,  about  the  year  1747,  and  at 
tiio  age  of  eigliteen  years  came  to  Philadeli)hia  as  a  waiter  for 
a  man  by  tiie  name  of  Logan.  How  long  he  remained  in 
Logan's  service  we  are  not  intbrmed  ;  but  lie  eventually  made 
his  way  north  and  came  to  Massachusetts,  married  Abigail 
Winslow  of  Ilardwick,  a  descendant  of  Gov.  Winslow,  and 
resided  some  years  in  that  township,  where  were  born  to  them 
four  sons  and  three  daughters ;  the  former  being  named  Sam- 
uel, Simecn,  Edward  and  Calvin;  tlie  latter,  Anna,  Amelia  and 
Eamiy.  Mr.  Clifibrd  had  a  weakness  too  common,  not  only  to 
young  men  of  that  day,  but  to  tlie  same  class  of  the  present 
day,  in  his  resolution  to  resist  the  intoxicating  cup.  In  1780, 
a  recruiting  party  came  along,  gave  him  liquor  enough  to  over- 
come him,  and  tlien  got  his  name  on  tlie  enlistment  papers  for 
the  army.  "When  he  became  sober  cnougli  to  ktiow  what  lie 
had  done  lie  was  in  agony  of  mind.  "What  could  he  do?  lie 
had  a  family  of  small  children  wholly  dependent  upon  him  for 
support.  To  i)ut  himself  beyond  the  reach  of  the  recruiting 
oflicers  Ik;  fled  from  home  and  went  on  Ijoard  a  vessel  which 
soon  put  to  sea.    lie  had  been  on  the  water  but  a  short  time 
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bt'foro  tlie  vessi'l  was  cnptured  hy  n  l»ritisli  mnn-of-wnr,  nnd 
Iwng  nn  Enj^lislininti  tlio  cmptain  tried  to  enlist  liim  into  tbo 
Britisli  scrvico.  But  lie  peremptorily  refused.  America  was 
liis  cotuitrv,  liere  was  his  family,  and  lie  would  not  fight  ngninst 
thoin  ;  hut  he  was  wilHng  to  do  anything  for  the  ship  or  ercw, 
mul  heing  a  tailor  In'  trade,  lie  was  employed  in  making  nnd 
mending  garments.  After  a  time  the  sliip  in  which  he  sailed 
put  into  the  harhor  of  the  British  island  Antigua,  and  being 
desirous  of  getting  away,  lie  asked  nnd  obtjiined  leave  to  go  on 
sliore,  aiul  he  wius  poon  out  of  siglit.  But  he  liad  no  means  of 
8al)sisten<;e,  and  after  seeking  employment  for  some  time  with- 
out su(!(rc'ss,  he  eoneluded  to  make  one  bold  move,  nnd,  going 
into  the  ollico  of  n  lawyer  b}'  the  name  of  LovoU,  he  said  to 
him:  "Sir,  I  am  a  stranger  in  a  destitute  condition  whom  the 
fortune  of  war  has  cast  upon  this  island,  and  you  nnist  put  mo 
into  some  business  whereby  I  can  earn  a  living."  Mr.  Lovoll 
made  some  inquiries  of  him  about  what  l»e  could  do,  nnd  told 
him  to  call  again  tlie  next  day,  nnd  he  would  let  him  know 
what  cojdd  bo  <lone  for  him.  lie  called  according  to  aii])ointmcnt 
nnd  was  emjdoyed  to  tjike  charge  of  the  field  hands  on  a  jdanta- 
tion.  How  long  he  continjied  in  tliis  employment  wc  do  not 
know,  l)ut  ill  ]irocpsH  of  time  lie  was  miscd  to  tlie  crindition  of 
manager  of  tlie  jilantation,  with  higher  salary,  which  eimblcd 
liim  to  accumulate  somo  funds.  He  eventually  invested  liis 
money  in  merchandise,  and,  joining  with  others,  bought  or 
diartered  a  vessel  and  sailed  for  New  York.  In  passing  "Hell 
Gaf(!"  th(^  vessel  was  stranded  and,  losing  all  their  property, 
they  barely  esca]>ed  with  their  lives.  Thus  suddenly  jierished 
the  liopH  Mr.  (Jlifl'onl  had  so  long  cherished,  of  ])iittiiig  liis 
family  in  comfortabh;  circumstances,  but  he  ioiind  them  alivo 
and  his  return  was  a  joyful  surprise  as  they  had  long  supjiOEoJ 
liim  to  be  dead.* 

•  Tlir  (iinilly  li.ul  worn  \hi'  ukiuiI  tivmlioN  of  iiioiiriiliii;  nnd  Inid  llioin  ndldc,  nnd 
Imd  Mr.  (,'lillonl  iciiuiiu'd  uwuy  u  lew  wrcUs  lonyt-i',  .Mrs.  C'lillord  would  Unvo 
cliutigcd  bur  uuinc. 
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Samuel,  the  eldest  eon,  married  and  settled  in  Hardwick. 
Simeon  married  Susan  Martin,  came  to  Pittsford  in  1788,  and 
bought  of  John  EJiodes  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  a  tliird- 
division  lot  of  the  right  of  Abraham  Morton,  the  deed  being 
dated  May  Ist,  and  it  was  in  consideration  of  £50.  This  pur- 
chase included  the  farm  recently  o\mcd  by  tlio  late  Orville 
Spencer,  and  at  tliat  time  was  wholly  in  a  state  of  nature.  Mr. 
Clifford  made  a  small  clctiring  and  built  a  house  on  tlie  south 
side  of  the  road  nearly  opposite  the  present  house. 

Edward,  Jr.,  at  the  ago  of  seventeen  years,  hanng  given 
some  attention  to  tlie  study  of  navigation,  commenced  follo\ving 
tlio  seas,  a  business  which  he  prosecuted  two  or  tliree  years,  and 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  second  mate;  but  through  the 
importunity  of  his  friends  ho  left  the  sea,  married  Rachel  Rich, 
of  Enfield,  Mass.,  in  1791,  came  to  Pittsford  in  1793,  and 
occupied  the  Graham  house  which  stood  in  the  Village  where 
J.  A.  Randall's  house  now  stands.  March  10,  1799,  he  bought 
of  his  brother  Simeon  forty-five  acres  of  land  whicli  included 
tljo  farm  now  owned  by  the  Pittsford  Quarry  Co.  lie  made 
the  first  improvements  on  that  farm  and  resided  tliere  till  1845, 
when  he  moved  to  Parma,  Michigan.  The  house  now  on  tlie 
farm  was  built  by  Mr.  Clifford  in  1814. 

Soon  after  the  two  sons  located  here,  Edward,  Sen.,  the 
father,  and  the  motlier  came,  accompanied  by  the  youngest  son, 
Calvin.  These  occupied  the  house  which  had  been  built  for 
thorn  by  Simeon,  on  the  easterly  slope  of  the  hill  about  twenty- 
five  rods  west  of  his  house.  They  resided  there  till  1812,  when 
Simeon  sold  his  farm  in  Pittsford  to  William  Allen,  and  moved 
to  lirundoii,  taking  his  aged  parents  witli  hijn. 

AVe  have  alluded  to  the  pernicious  habit  wliich  Edward,  the 
father,  hiul  when  a  young  man,  of  using  intoxicating  drinks 
and  of  liis  IxMng  under  the  influence  of  these  when  he  signed 
the  enliKtnient  papers  to  enter  the  army,  wliich  led  to  his  flight 
from  home  and  the  serious  results  that  followed.  But  it  is  duo 
16 
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to  him  to  my  that  after  his  return  to  his  family,  ho  made  a 
Bolciiin  vow  that  ho  would  never  again  touch  intoxitrating 
drinks,  a  vow  wliich  ho  religiously  kept,  thus  setting  an  exam- 
ple w<»rthy  to  he  imitated  by  all  addicted  to  similar  habits. 

The  Alillard  family  is  of  Welsli  descent,  and  some  mem1)er8 
of  it  resided  lor  a  time  in  Warwick,  11.  I.  Dr.  Abithar  ^lillard 
(tis  he  spelled  his  name)  was  born  June  22,  1744,  at  Rchobotli, 
Massachusetts.  Ho  married  Tabitha  Hopkins,  who  was  bom 
Oct.  IG,  1745,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  IIo])kin8  of  Harwintoii, 
Conn.,  afterwards  of  Pittsford,  Vt.  Soon  after  their  marriage 
they  went  to  reside  in  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  tlieir  iirst 
child,  Abitlnir,  was  born.  May  G,  17G3.  Tabitha  was  boru 
March  4,  17G5  ;  Lydia,  Oct.  14,  17G8  ;  Huldjdi,  March  5, 
1778;  Sarah,  January  18,  1775;  Ohve,  May  5,  1778;  rha>bo, 
Aug.  12,  1781;  Jesse,  Oct.  G,  1784;  Almon  H.,  April  19, 
1788.  With  the  exception  of  the  first,  the  record  does  not 
stnto  where  the  above  children  were  bom. 

It  is  evident  that  Dr.  Millard  located  in  Pittsford  in  the 
spring  of  1788.  His  lirst  purchase  of  real  estate  in  this  town 
was  "one  CQrtain  acre  lot  of  land  in  the  Town  Plot,  viz.:  Lot 
No.  50  drawn  in  favor  of  Abraham  Morton,  original  pro- 
prietor." The  deed  bears  date  April  IJ,  1788,  and  was  in 
consideration  of  twenty  sliillings.  He  soon  after  purchased 
Lot  No.  9,  of  the  Town  Plot,  or  what  is  now  the  soutliwest 
comer  of  the  lot  owned  ])y  C.  A.  Hitclicock,  being  nearly 
identical  with  the  garden  west  of  the  present  house.  He  cleared 
tliis  lot  and  built  wynm  it  a  house  wliicrh  was  probably  tlie  fourth 
then  standing  on  "Blackberry  Hill."  Tiic  house  was  a  small 
one  hastily  constnicted,'  and  it  was  occupied  as  soon  as  it  was 
completed,  and  the  youngest  child,  Solomon  l^ldy,  was  bom 
here  Feb.  17,  1789. 

Nathaniel  Fairfield  was  from  Plainfield,  K.  H.,  though  he 
was  ])rol)ably  one  of  the  colony  from  Connect iciit  that  settled 
in  that  towushij).    Ho  purchased  of  Joseph  Hosier  forty  acres 
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of  land  in  Pittsford,  Jan.  31,  1788.  This  lay  north  and 
adjoining  the  lot  owned  by  Asn  Stevens,  and  included  land 
now  owned  by  Mrs.  Mills.  lie  made  the  first  clearing  and 
bnilt  a  house  about  where  Mrs.  Mills'  barn  now  stands.  This 
was  lor  some  years  the  residence  of  the  father  and  his  son 
Samuel. 

Israel  !Morgan,  fi  om  Si>eneer,  Mass.,  purchased  of  Gershom 
Beach,  of  Rutland,  firty  acres  of  land  in  I'ittsford,  paying  for 
tlio  same  £18.  This  was  located  east  of  the  home  lot  of  Gideon 
Sheldon,  and  though  the  deed  was  obtained  in  1787,  the  land 
•was  not  occupied  that  year,  but  a  small  house  wjis  built  in  the 
full,  and  the  following  spring  the  family,  consisting  of  tlie 
jmrents  and  live  children,  came  from  Spencer  and  occupied 
the  house  which  stood  about  forty  rods  west  of  the  house  then 
owned  by  Samuel  "Waters,  Jr.  After  the  death  of  the  father, 
Peter,  tlie  son,  born  in  1785,  married  Mary  Page,  July  3, 
180G,  aild  located  on  the  liome  farm.  His  wife  Mary  died 
Feb.  G,  1845,  and  he  married,  2d,  Adalino  Roberts,  A])ril  9, 
1845.  Before  his  death  ho  purcluised  the  Sheldon  farm,  and 
built  a  new  and  substantial  house  which  is  now  occupied  by  his 
son  Byron. 

The  year  1789,  witnessed  the  arrival  of  several  new  settlers, 
and  tlie  nniltiplication  of  families  by  the  marriage  of  several 
young  men  wlio  had  resided  in  the  town  for  longer  or  shorter 
jK'Hods.  Among  tlie  ninnber  we  may  mention  Ithiel  Barnes, 
l*eter  Powers,  Asband  Policy,  Caleb  Hendee,  Jr.,  Ashbol 
IIo])kin8  and  Martin  Hopkins. 

Ithiel  Barnes  was  the  son  of  James  and  Experience  (Wise) 
Barnes,  and  was  born  in  Kew  Fairfield,  Conn.,  April  27, 1703. 
In  1784,  ho  married  Grizzel  Hunt,  who  was  born  in  Kew 
Milfcrd,  Conn.,  Dec.  10,  1765,  and  they  fii-st  hxyited  in  Kew 
Fairfield,  where  were  born  the  following  children,  viz.;  Kancy, 
Abigail,  K.\]>cn('ii(;e  and  Isaac.  He  came  to  Pittsf^ml  in  the 
winter  of  1789,  and  purcha.sed  of  his  co\isii»  John  Barnes 
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eighty  acres  of  Innd  —  \ho  first-division  lot  of  the  right  of 
Edwnrd  Flint— the  deed  l>eing  dntcd  Jniniary  12,  1789.  This 
included  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Cliarlotte  Brfrncs  with 
some  adjoining  land.  The  following  epring  he  built  a  house 
which  stood  about  three  rods  north  of  tJio  house  now  on  the 
farm,  and  as  soon  as  the  traveling  would  permit,  he  went  to 
Connecticut  for  his  family.  We  are  unable  to  state  tlie  time 
of  their  arrival  here,  but  probably  early  in  June.  They  had 
four  children  bom  in  Pittsford,  y\z.:  Susan,  Ann,  Polly  and 
Itliiel.* 

Peter  Powers  had  an  honorable  ancestry.  Peter  Powers, 
bom  at  Littleton,  Mass.,  1707,  and  Anna  Keyes,  bom  at 
Chelmsford,  Mass.,  1708,  being  united  in  wedlock  in  1728, 
moved  to  Dunstable,  N.  H.,  the  same  year.  But  not  consider- 
ing himself  permanently  located  in  that  township,  ho  penetrated 
the  forest  of  N'issitissit,  now  HoUis,  in  the  fall  of  1730,  and 
wjis  tlie  first  white  settler  in  that  township.  They  spent  the 
following  year  and  a  half  in  that  dense  forest  secluded  from  the 
civilized  world  ;  tlieir  nearest  neighbors  could  not  be  visited  in 
a  loss  traveling  distance  than  ten  miles.  On  the  9th  of  March, 
1732,  their  third  child,  Anna,  was  born,  and  was  the  first 
English  child  born  in  that  town.  In  1755,  New  Hampshire 
troops  were  called  upon  to  aid  in  tho  capture  of  Ticondoroga 
and  Crown  Point,  and  a  niunber  of  Ilollis  men  went  on  the 
exi)odition.  At  that  time  Peter  Powers  received  his  commis- 
sion of  Captaincy  under  Col.  Blancluird.  It  was  given  "  under 
the  Hand  and  Seal  at  Anns,  at  J*ortinnouth,  the  bth  day 
of  June,  in  the  28M  year  of  the  Reign  of  His  Majesty, 
King  Oeorgc  the  Second,  Anno  JJojuini  175.') — signed  lien- 
ning  Wentworth,  m  Governor  of  II in  Majesty's  Province  of 
New  Hampshire."    How  long  ho  was  in  the  service  we  are  not 

•  Itlilcl  niiriiCH,  tlio  fiillicr,  cntcrud  the  nriiiy  n*  n  wnllrr  for  IiIh  fiitlicr  who  WM 
I.huitoimiit  III  lliu  Kcvolutiuiiiiry  wur,  mid  llio  MiinUt  MuNtrr  iiiunlcrrd  liliii  out  on 
accuiiiit  or  liU  n)f,  (Ix-lii;;  hut  tiricuii.)  but  liin  rillicr  look  liilii  to  (ii-li.  Putiiiiin, 
w'lio  fuikcd  the  hid  ir  hu  wiiiitt-d  to  >tjiy,  nnd  hu  rf|illcd  vcm.  ■■  Well,"  fald  tbo 
(Jcncrol,  "let  hlin  *lay,  he  will  t^rovf  to  It."    And  he  nerved  tlirougli  the  Mar. 
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informed,  but  lie  died  of  a  mnligiinnt  fever,  Angiiet  27tli,  1757. 
Annn  Powers,  his  widow,  died  Sept.  21,  1798.  Pet<?r  Powcre, 
tlieir  eldest  son,  born  at  Dunstable,  Nov.  29,  1728,  graduated 
at  Cambridge  College  1758,  and  was  a  devoted  minister  of  tlie 
Gospel  more  tlian  forty  years.  He  died  at  Deer  Island  in  the 
year  J  800. 

Stephen  Powers,  a  younger  son,  married  and  located  in 
Hollis,  where  ho  died  in  1775  ;  leaving  a  son  Peter,  born  April 
28,  1765.  The  latter,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  entered  the 
American  navy,  but  in  a  few  months  left  the  naval  service  and 
roturne<l  to  Ilollis.  In  1789,  he  came  to  Pittaford  and  bought 
of  Jonathan  Fassott  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land, 
a  part  of  which  had  been  surveyed  on  the  right  of  John  Jonks, 
and  a  part  on  the  right  of  Ebenezor  Harvey.  This  deed 
appears  to  have  included  a  part  of  the  Fassett  farm — now 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  David  Hall — togetlier  with  land 
which  had  been  o>vned  by  Edward  Owen.  February  17,  1791, 
lie  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lee,  and  resided  a  short 
time  on  the  Fassett  farm.  Ho  soon  after  sold  a  part  of  his 
land  and,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1792,  bought  of  Moses 
Doolittlo  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  the  most  of  which  was 
laid  out  on  the  right  of  Samuel  Johnson.  This  included  most 
of  the  farms  now  owned  by  George  N.  Eayres  and  Marshall 
Wood,  and  wjis  mostly  covered  with  a  dense  forest.  The  first 
clouring  wjis  made,  and  a  small  house  built*  near  where  Mr. 
Eayres'  house  now  stands,  and  this  continued  to  be  Mr.  Powers' 
rcfiidcnce  for  nearly  twenty-nine  years.  Afterwards  he  lived 
for  limited  ])criod8  on  different  farms,  but  finally  located  where 
his  Hon  Samuel  Putnam  now  lives,  and  died  there  April  11, 
1854. 

Nothing  is  known  of  the  ancestry  of  Asljand  Policy,  lie 
"wai*  in  this  town  in  1789,  married  a  daughter  of  Edward  Owen, 
and  resided  for  a  few  months  in  the  family  of  his  brother-iu- 
•  Mr.  Duollitic  had  built  the  bouso  and  made  other  Improvcmootd. 
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law,  Almilmtii  Owen,  lie  owned  no  reni  estate  lierc,  but  Imd 
mndo  arrnngenienU  for  building  n  house  on  land  then  owned 
hy  Mr.  Owen,  nnd  bad  proceeded  so  far  with  the  work  ns  to 
put  up  the  frame,  when  be  wont  to  Peter  Sutbcrland'8  saw- 
mill to  obt«in  boards  with  wbicb  to  cover  tlie  same,  nnd 
while  standing  ui)on  a  pile  of  boards  at  tlie  bead  of  the  Falls, 
the  boards  slipi)ed,  and  bo  wa^i  jireeipitnted  into  the  stream. 
The  following  is  copied  from  the  record :  *'  Asband  PoUey 
died  the  12tb  of  April  1790,  drowned  in  Peter  Sutherland's 
Falls  in  Otter  Creek,  north  part  of  Rutland,  and  was  found  in 
live  weeks  and  one  day  and  decently  buried  in  Pittsford  North 
Burying  Ground  east  side  of  the  Creek." 

Caleb  Ilondee,  Jr.,  was  the  oldest  son  of  Caleb  Ilendeo  of 
whom  some  account  has  boon  given.  As  we  shall  probably 
horenftor  give  a  sketch  of  his  public  life,  a  glanco  at  his  early 
history  only,  is  intended  horo,  and  wo  will  lot  him  toll  his  own 
story :  "  As  I  have  rolatxjd,  my  father  was  married  on  the  27th 
day  of  April  17G7,  to  Caroline  Ellsworth,  at  Simsbury,  Con- 
necticut. On  Friday  at  noon  or  /liff/i  twelve,  the  2l8t  day  of 
October,  A.  D.  17C8,  on  tho  12th  day  of  the  moon,  according 
to  Astrolog}',  Venus  governed  the  day  and  Ju])iter  the  hour, 
their  first  born,  tho  writer  of  this  article,  was  usiiorcd  into  this 
wonderful  world  !  Put  Jis  I  have  no  faith  in  Astrology,  I  have 
pbiced  no  confidence  in  that  juirt  of  tlie  matter.  A  few  days 
after  my  father  moved  into  this  town  (Pitt^sford)  m  tlio  month 
of  March,  being  in  my  sixth  year,  I  narrowly  C8cai)cd  being 
drowned  in  Otter  Crock  near  what  is  called  Stevens'  Fordwa}', 
on  what  is  now  Col.  Hammond's  intervale.  My  Uncle,  Israel 
Ellsworth,  and  ono  Mr.  Warner  were  at  work  (rloarinir  off 
the  timber  into  the  river  the  bank  l)cing  nearly  full,  the  water 
swift  and  cold,  I  with  a  snudl  jiolo  was  endeavoring  to  sbovo 
off  some  flood  wood  to  seo  it  swim  away.  In  leaning  on  tho 
pole  tho  other  end  slipped  off  and  in  I  w(!iit,  head  loremost,  tho 
water  ten  or  fifteen  feet  deep.   Not  being  perceived  by  any  ono 
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I  was  left  to  shift  for  myself.  After  a  short  struggle,  witli  some 
difliculty  I  succeeded  in  extricating  myself  from  a  watery  and 
untimely  grave.  I  had  got  some  rods  from  the  spot  hefore  I 
was  seen  by  my  uncle  and  the  other  man.  In  the  month  of 
December  1784,  my  father  sent  me  to  a  boarding  p<'1ioo1  in 
Danby  under  tlio  instruction  of  an  Englishman  where  I  studied 
four  months,  and  studied  arithmetic,  geometry  and  surveying 
which  I  now  have  in  two  large  nuinuscTipts,  as  well  as  the  largo 
fllate  on  which  I  figured.  This  was  th6  best  and  essential  part 
of  the  8(0iool  instruction  whi<rh  I  received  of  my  father.  About 
the  year  1780,  my  father  purchased  mo  a  set  of  surveying 
instrument*  and  I  commenced  the  business  of  land  surveying 
which  I  followed  occasionally  for  about  forty  years.  About  the 
same  time  also  I  commenced  teaching  school  in  the  winter 
season,  and  followed  it  for  eight  winters,  including  three  years 
that  I  taught  school  constantly.  Fj'om  my  earliest  youth  I 
have  had  a  strong  desire  to  obtain  knowledge,  and  of  course  I 
have  read  and  studied  as  mucii  as  my  other  avocations  of  life 
would  permit.  From  tlie  age  of  seventeen  to  tliat  of  twenty  I 
was  occasionally  unwell,  and  did  not  enjoy  very  good  health  ; 
indeed,  from  sixteen  years  old  till  nearly  twenty  I  was  weakly. 
In  the  fall  of  tlie  year  1788,  by  the  permission  and  assistance 
of  my  father,  I  visited  the  sea  shore  of  New  Haven,  New 
Ivondon,  New  York,  itc,  for  the  benefit  of  my  health,  and 
returned  in  November  with  my  licalth  improved  and  took  a 
school.  On  the  14th  of  January,  A.  D.  1789,  I  was  duly 
joined  in  marriage  to  Lydia,  daughter  of  Elder  Elisha  Rich ; 
this  union  took  jdace  in  consequence  of  along  standing  agree- 
ment, and,  as  I  liad  reason  to  believe,  a  niuttud  attjichmcnt. 
liiit  I  continued  in  tlie  service  of  my  father  till  the  21st  day  of 
the  lollowiiig  ()(!tol)cr,  lie  not  choosing  to  lot  me  have  my  time 
till  I  was  t  \vfnty-f)iio  years  old.  In  November  or  December  1 789, 
njy  wife  and  myscir  (rommenced  keeping  house  for  ourselves.  We 
began  the  world  i-athcr  low  as  to  property ;  she  had  given  her, 
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by  her  fntlior,  al>out  Uiis  time,  twenty  acres  of  wild  land  which 
wo  sold  for  $120,  winch,  witJi  what  she  had  acquired  by  her 
own  indu8tr}*,  constittitcd  her  portion,  with  which  wo  pnrcliased 
two  oows  and  some  furniture.  Some  time  after  tJiis  ray  father 
gave  mo  one  h\indrc<i  acres  of  land  on  which  were  some 
improvements,  hut  no  buildings;  the  land  might  have  been 
worth  about  $600.  He  also  gave  mo  a  three  years  old  colt,  a 
part  of  tlie  value  of  a  pair  of  ordinary  oxen.  I  had  caught  a 
wolf  with  whose  pate  and  skin  I  purchased  some  sheep — ten  in 
number — this  is  all  that  constituted  my  portion,  except  my 
father  gave  mo  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  young  apple  trees 
and  land  to  set  them  on  which  I  now  own.  By  my  own  and 
my  wife's  industrj',  in  a  few  years  we  were  able  to  purchase 
from  my  fatlier  about  eight  acres  more  of  land,  viz. :  four  acres 
of  intor\'alo  and  four  of  upland  for  whicli  we  gave  about  $150. 
It  adjoined  the  other  and  was  bought  to  accommodate  the  same, 
but  still  we  had  no  buildings,  but  lived  in  one  of  tho  old  bar- 
racks at  Fort  Vengeance.  In  February  or  MarcJi  I  exchanged 
tlie  land  I  had  of  my  fatlier  with  Col,  Thomas  Hammond  for 
a  part  of  the  farm  on  which  I  now  live.  I  had  of  him  about 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  which  was  reckoned  at  $1,000, 
and  what  I  let  him  have  at  $750.  By  tlio  industrj'  and  economy 
of  myself  Jind  wife  wo  soon  paid  the  boot  money  and  liavo  since 
added  considerably  more  to  our  possessions.  On  the  first  day 
of  June,  1795,  1  narrowly  escaped  being  killed.  I  was  return- 
ing from  Pittsford  vilhige  in  an  empty  cart  with  a  young  pair 
of  oxen  whi(J»  took  fright  and  ran  rajjidly.  I  was  in  the 
forepart  of  tlio  cart,  and  before  I  could  get  out,  the  cart  was 
turned  upside  down,  and  I  was  thrown  on  my  head  and  face  on 
tlie  frozen  ground  wliich  was  very  rough  from  a  Into  ruin  and 
sudden  freeze.  I  was  very  much  bruiHcd  and  niy  riglit  ear 
knocked  off  and  Imng  only  by  a  small  piece  of  ekin.  My  ear 
was  sewed  on,  but  the  cartilage,  in  healijig,  rotted  and  came 
out,  and  tlio  wound  was  a  long  time  in  getting  well.  About 
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tliis  time  commenced  the  tJiree  years  whicli  I  taught  a  school 
in  Pittsford  village.  I  built  my  bani  under  the  liill,  A.  D. 
1811,  and  my  cider  mill  about  tl»e  same  time.  In  the  summer 
of  1815, 1  built  tlie  house  in  which  I  now  live.  In  the  spring 
and  sununer  of  1821,  I  built  the  bani  called  German's  barn, 
this  side  the  Baptist  Meeting  House.  My  writings  will  show 
my  dealings  in  landed  property.  On  Uio  27tli  of  July,  A.  D. 
1822,  1  was  taken  very  sick  witli  stagnation  of  my  blood  whicli 
oonfincd  mo  to  my  room  about  fifteen  days.  In  tlio  month  of 
Mardi,  1823,  I  wont  on  horseback  to  Boston  and  to  Sharon, 
Mass.,  and  it  being  very  stormy,  brought  on  inflannnation  of 
my  eyes  which  have  never  been  entirely  well  since,  and  I  can 
now  see  but  poorly.  I  had  to  be  shut  up  in  a  dark  room  seven 
or  eight  weeks,  bled,  blistered,  «&c."*  ,  •  ,     v  ; 

Ashbel  Ilopkins  was  a  son  of  Nehemiah,  and  bom  at  West 
Stockbridgo,  Mass.,  and  probably  came  to  tliis  town  with  otlier 
members  of  his  father's  family.  On  tlie  12th  of  May,  1789, 
his  father  deeded  to  him  and  liis  brother  Ebenezer,  the  grist- 
mill and  twenty-seven  acres  and  forty-nine  rods  of  land.  Ashbel 
built  a  house  on  land  now  o^vned  by  Augustus  Hammond ;  it 
stood  some  five  or  six  rods  east  of  the  one  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Hammond.  Ho  married,  and  resided  there  till  his  death  in 
,1793. 

Martin  Hopkins,  brother  of  the  preceding,  was  a  carj>enter 
and  joiner  by  trade,  and  wjis  considered  one  of  the  best  archi- 
tectfi  of  that  day.  The  most  of  the  buildings  erected  here 
during  the  time  of  his  residence  in  the  town,  were  constructed 
under  his  direction.  He  married  Surah,  daughter  of  Stephea 
'Mend,  and  resided  some  years  in  the  first  house  built  by  Caleb 
Cooley ;  afterwards  lie  built  a  house  on  land  now  owned  by 
Charles  Si)encer,  which  stood  a  few  rods  north  of  where  George 
Brown's  house  now  stands.  After  a  few  years  he  moved  to 
tiie  State  of  New  York  wliere  he  died. 
•  Uendce'*  M8.,  Sept.  2l,  1827. 


284  HISTORY  OF  PITTSFORD. 


Ilnving  given  hoihc  account  of  tlie  families  that  located  in 
the  township  duritig  the  last  ten  years  and  pointed  out  their 
places  of  residence,  it  now  remains  to  see  what  was  done, 
during  this  period,  by  the  inhabitants  or  Proprietors  in  their 
collective  capacity,  for  the  benefit  of  society  or  by  way  of  inter- 
nal improvements.  Several  subjects  such  as  the  building  of 
mills  and  tlie  establishment  and  maintenance  of  religious  insti- 
tutions, nn'ght  properly  bo  mentioned  in  this  connection,  but 
the  consideration  of  these  will  be  reserved  for  separate  chapters, 
nnd  we  shall  speak  here  oidy  of  those  civil  and  i)olitical  acts 
which  so  deeply  concerned  the  peojde  of  that  period.  As  tho 
records  are  the  chief  source  of  information  wo  shall  take  tho 
liberty  to  trans<;ribe  from  these,  retaining  tJio  exact  language 
and  orthography  of  tlie  original: 

"  PiTTSFOKi)  March  15th  1780,  then  met  and  opened  tlio  sd 
meeting. 

1.  Chose  Jonathan  Rowley  moderator. 

2.  Chose  William  Cox  Proprietors  Clerk. 

3.  A'^oted  that  the  Proprietoi-s  Clerk  send  to  J)octor  Fassett 
for  the  Proprietors'  Books  and  other  ]*apcrs  tliat  belong 
to  the  Proj^rictors  of  sd  Piltsfonl.  Chose  !Moses  Olmsted 
and  Silas  Moslier  as  a  Connnittee  to  see  the  Pai>ers  fetched. 

4.  Voted  to  adjourn  sd  meeting  to  the  first  Monday  of  May 
next,  at  the  house  of  John  Barnes,  at  one  of  the  clock  in 
tho  afternoon; 

PiTTSFOKD  May  ye  1,  A.  D.  1780,  then  met  and  opened  the 
8(1  meeting. 

1.  Chose  Samuel  Crippen  to  be  the  man  tliat  takes  caro  to 
get  tho  Proprietors'  ]iooks,  and  otlier  Papers  tliat  belong 
to  the  Proprietors  of  Pittsfonl. 

2.  Voted  to  adjourn  sd  meeting  to  tlie  first  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber next  (hcii  to  meet  at  Lieut,  l^foses  Olmsted's,  at  one 
of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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PiTTSFORD  October  2d  1783.» 

Then  the  Proprietors  of  the  township  of  Pittsford  met  at 

tlie  Dwelling  house  of  Esq.  Fjtssett  nnd  jiroceedcd  to  business. 

1.    Made  choice  of  Neheniiah  Hopkins,  ^foderator.  ^ 

2d.    Made  choice  of  James  Ewinj^s,  Clerk. 

8d.  Vottnl  that  every  frcH?  Holder  be  a  voter  in  this  meeting 
according  to  his  interest. 

4tli.    Voted  that  Capt.  Coolev  lie  Treasuary  for  this  Projiriety. 

6tli.  Voted  that  a  con^tnittee  of  five  men  be  Jis  a  comnutteo 
to  Kogidato  the  fornicr  surveys  records,  viz.:  Jonathan 
Kowley,  Capt.  Cooley,  Esq.  Fassett,  Esq.  Drury  and 
Jaine.H  Hopkins,  and  make  their  report  to  the  next 
meeting. 

<>th.    Voted  that  the  Town  Plot  bo  surveyed  in  acre  lots. 

7th.  A^oted  that  Aaron  Parsons  Gideon  Sheldon,  John  Road, 
Calvin  Pitkin,  Joshua  June,  Ephraim  Stevens  bo  a  Com- 
mittee to  lay  out  lands  in  this  town. 

8th.  Voted  that  every  Proprietor  that  has  had  «  survey  of  his 
land  and  has  lost  it  by  rejwon  of  the  war,  shall  have 
twenty  days  to  file  his  declaration  in  the  Clerk's  Office 
where  liis  land  lies  and  the  diincntions  of  it,  that  being 
done  shall  Imve  till  the  next  adjourned  meeting  to  get  a 
proper  svu'vcy  Bill  of  his  land. 

^h.  Voted  that  there  be  3  sliillings  on  a  right  to  defray  the 
charges  ol"  the  Proj)riety. 

J 0th.  Voted  thtit  there  be  an  addition  of  3  shillings  more  on 
each  riglit  wliich  will  niuke  C  shillings  on  the  right  or 
share  of  Land  to  defray  jiublic  charges. 

11th.  Voted  tliat  Mr.  Kowley,  John  Uanies  James  Ewings 
sUmd  jiH  11  Coniinitteo  to  settle  with  Capt.  Cooley,  to  see 
what  has  bcconio  of  the  money,  that  I'itch  of  one  llnii- 
drcd  acres  ol"  hind  was  sold  for,  and  make  a  report  to  the 
next  nifctiii:'. 

•  Tlic  records  from  (lie  1st  of  Miiy,  1780,  to  the  2d  of  October,  17S3,  ore  lost. 
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12tb.    Voted  tliat  this  meeting  be  ndjonmed  until  tlie  first 
Monday  of  January  at  the  dwelling  house  Esq.  Fassett." 

Following  the  foregoing  record  is  this  declaration  in  con- 
formity to  the  eightli  vote : 

«  PrrrsFORD,  Oct.  9,  1783. 

Benjamin  Stevens  this  day  declares  and  says  tliat  he  has 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  land  being  in  Pittsford,  Bounded  as 
follows,  viz. :  Beginning  at  liis  northeast  corner  first  lot,  then 
running  North  160  Rods,  tlien  running  110  East  to  a  Beach 
Staddle  tlien  nmning  round  to  the  first  mentioned  Bounds  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  Land." 

Five  similar  declarations,  claiming  as  many  lots  follow  the 
above,  viz.:  two  more  by  Benjamin  Stevens,  two  by  Silas 
Moshcr,  and  one  by  John  Rhodes. 

PmsFORD,  January  6,  1784. 

Then  met  upon  said  Monday  and  opened  said  Meeting  at 
ton  O'clock  forenoon  and  voted  to  adjourn  said  Meeting  unto 
8  o'clock  said  day.  Met  according  to  adjournment  and  opened 
said  Meeting  and  Proceeded  to  business,  then  voted  tliat  the 
reports  of  the  Committee  is  according  to  the  Resolve  of  tlie 
Proprietors  of  said  town  on  the  disputes  between  Jonathan 
Fjissctt  and  Amjisa  Ladd." 

Then  voted  to  except  tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on 
William  Marsh's  survey  in  said  town. 

Tljcn  voted  to  except  Elihu  Stevens  pitch  and  survey  to  be 
good. 

Then  voted  to  except  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  110 
acres  of  the  right  of  John  Hall  5tli,  William  Cox  and  Joua- 
tlmn  Fassett. 

Then  voted  to  give  untill  the  next  adjourned  meeting  to  the 
iimii  or  n!cn  tluit  hunt  got  a  survey  of  their  land  and  likewise 
for  any  man  or  men  tliat  has  not  got  a  good  Proprietor  to  get 
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a  good  Proprietor  and  cover  tlieir  land,  not  interfering  on 
former  surveys. 

Voted  to  except  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  survey 
of  110  acres  of  hmd  '2d  division  of  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq., 
to  be  good  to  Fnssett. 

Then  voted  to  except  tlio  account  of  the  Committee  for 
services  which  is  £10 — 158  L.  M. 

Voted  to  pay  the  Committee  Mr.  Jonatlian  Rowley,  James 
Ewnngs  and  John  Barnes  for  tlicir  services  in  finding  what  was 
become  of  a  sum  of  money  that  a  pitch  of  Proprietors  land 
was  sold  for  £1 — lOs.  York  Money. 

Voted  to  pny  James  Ewings  for  recording  the  Charter  in 
the  Proprietors'  Book  5  shillings. 

•  Voted  to  except  tlio  report  of  the  Committee  on  Elisha 
Harvey's  110  acres  of  land  not  good. 

Voted  that  James  Ewings  be  Collector  for  the  Proprietora 
on  the  six  shillings,  and  two  and  two  pence  tax. 

Voted  to  raise  one  shilling  more  as  an  addition  to  the  six 
shillings  whicli  will  make  seven  on  each  rite  to  bo  paid  at  the 
same  time  when  the  other  six  is  paid. 

Voted  to  have  John  Rhoads,  Moses  Omstod  and  James 
Ewings  a  Committee  to  settle  witli  Esq.  Jonathan  Fassett  to 
see  wliat  is  come  of  the  money  that  a  lot  of  land  was  sold  for 
(£21  Now  York  money)  and  make  their  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Voted  that  the  seven  shillings  tax  be  paid  by  the  first  day 
of  March  next. 

Voted  that  Esq.  Drury  be  an  assistant  to  the  Collector  to 
P'.ibliHli  all  the  delinquents  lands  in  the  Vermont  Gazette  accord- 
ing to  law,  both  for  the  town  and  Proi)rietors. 

Voted  that  Ebenczer  Lyman  and  Moses  Omstcd  Ik;  a  Coin- 
mittee,  as  an  addition  to  tlie  former  Committee,  to  lay  out  the 
lots  and  Town  Plott. 

Voted  to  adjourn  tliis  proprietors  meeting  untill  the  first 
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Mondnr  of  May  next  at  the  house  of  Lieut.  Omstcd  at  tea 
o'clock  forenoon. 

Attest,       JAifEs  E WINGS,  Clerk. 

Nkhemiah  Hopkins,  Moderator. 

PiTTSFORn  !May  ye  3,  1784. 
Then  met  upon  said  Monday  nt  the  time  and  place  according 
to  adjournn:cnt  and  opened  the  meeting  and  adjourned  the 
meeting  to  Esq.  Fassetts  the  same  day  at  three  o'clock  after- 
noon. 

Attest,       Neiiemiaii  Hopkins,  Moderator. 
James  Ewinos,  Clerk. 

.  PiTTsFoKD  May  yo  3,  1784. 

Then  met  according  to  adjournment  and  oi)ened  tlio  meet- 
ing and  proceeded  to  business. 

Voted  to  except  the  Committee's  report  in  their  sottlemont 
with  Esq.  Jonathan  Fassett  on  accomit  of  the  pitch  of  land 
sohl  by  the  proprietors  at  Vendue  and  find  duo  to  said  proprie- 
tors £1 — 28 — 2d  York  Money. 

Voted  to  chose  a  connnitte  of  three  men  to  examine  Col. 
Doolittle's  account  against  tiic  proj)rietor8  and .  make  their 
report  at  the  next  nieetiiig,  viz.:  John  Roads  Esq.  J.  Fassett 
and  Deacon  Ilarwood. 

Voted  to  <;h()OH<!  a  committee  of  three  to  settle  with  the 
Collector  and  'J'reasurer  on  the  two  j)enny  land  tax,  viz.,  Esq. 
Drury,  Ewp  Fassett  and  Deacon  Ilarwood  and  make  their 
report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Voted  tliat  the  ProjirietorH  liave  untill  tlie  next  adjourned 
meeting  to  get  their  land  surveyed,  not  interfering  on  former 
surveys. 

Voted  to  ndjourn  the  meeting  untill  the  first  !Monday  of  July 
next  at  one  ()\;lock  afternoon  at  tlie  hduse  of  Closes  Omstcd. 

Nkukmiaii  lIoi'Ki.NH,  Moderator. 
Ja3IE8  Ewi.nos,  r.  C. 
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PiTTSFOKD  July  ye  5,  1784. 
Then  met  at  time  and  place  according  to  adjournment  and 
opened  said  meeting  and  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  of 
October  next  at  one  o'clock  afternoon  at  Lieut.  Onisted's. 

At.  KkIIKMIAH  JloPKINS,  M. 

jAMh:8  KwiNOS  V.  C. 

PrrrsKoiin  Octohor  yc  4th  1784. 
Then  met  at  the  time  and  i>lace  acc(»rding  to  adjotmunent, 
nnd  opone<l  the  mooting  and  voted  that  Capt.  Cooloy  has  the 
whole  of  the  two-penny  l^md  tax  ;•  and  find  in  the  two  liridges 
over  the  GtiUoys  and  the  other  Bridges  fifteen  hundred  feet  to 
bo  built. 

Voted  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  first  Afonday 
of  April  next  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  house  of 
IJcut.  Omsted. 

PiTrsFORi),  April  yo  4,  1785, 
Then  met  at  the  time  and  place  and  ])roccedcd  to  business. 
Chose  Kbenozer  Drury,  Ksq,,  Moderator. 
Voted  that  there  be  a  Committee  of  five  men  to  lay  out  the 

Town  Plot  and  idso  to  lay  out  all  the  other  Public  Lands  in 

said  town. 

Chose  James  Ewiiigs,  John  Barnes,  Capt.  Cooloy,  Liout. 
Omstod  and  William  Cox  the  above  conmn'ttee. 

Voted  tliat  the  former  committee  chosen,  see  that  the  Town 
Plot  be  cleared  of  men  and  ]>eople  and  also  all  the  other  public 
lands  in  said  town  by  order  of  the  Proprietors. 

Voted  tliat  .lanios  Ewings,  Deputy  Sheriff,  serve  as  an 
ofliccr  to  warn  the  ])rescnt  Inliabitants  now  residing  on  the 
l'ul)lic  Laiidh  men  arc  cuttin'r  and  ciillin'r  tlie  1iiid)er  on 

wiid  land  and  n]'  tt  making  improvciiicnts  on  said  Pul)lic  J^ands 
whicli  is  a  dctriiiicnt  to  said  ]^-oj)rietors,  and  contrary  to 
Charter. 

•  II  will  l>f  rttolltcK  d  tlmt  the  lwo-i>fUtiy  liiiid  tax  was  niUcd  for  llic  bulldinir  uf 
bridge.  ^ 
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Voted  that  James  Ewings,  Capt.  Cooley  aud  Esq.  Fassett 
be  as  a  committee  in  order  to  examine  Col.  Ephraim  Doolittle's 
account  for  running  tlie  town  lines  and  make  tlieir  report  at  the 
next  meeting  and  also  examine  all  other  accounts  exhibited. 

Voted  tliat  James  E^ving8,  Proprietors'  Collector,  receive 
notes  from  the  present  Inhabitants  for  their  proportion  of  tlie 
seven  shilhngs  tax  and  that  they  settle  by  the  first  day  of  May 
next,  or  their  not  complying  with  the  above  proposal  so  mnch 
of  their  lands  will  be  sold  to  pay  the  above  said  tax,  payable 
by  the  first  day  of  September  next. 

Voted  that  the  acre  lots  be  laid  out  by  the  next  adjourned 
meeting  and  that  the  Proprietors  dcaw  for  their  lots  according 
to  charter. 

Voted  tliat  this  Proprietors  Meeting  be  adjourned  untill  the 
first  Tuesday  in  September  next  at  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, at  the  house  of  Lieut.  Omsted. 

Attest,  EuENEZER  Druky,  Moderator, 

James  Ewikos,  P.  Clerk. 

PrrrsFOED  Sept.  7,  1785. 

Then  met  at  the  time  and  place  according  to  adjournment 
tlie  Proprietors  meeting  fifteen  minutes  unto  the  Meeting 
House.* 

PrrrsFORD,  Sept.  6,  1785. 

Met  according  to  adjournment  and  proceetlcd  to  business, 
firstly  voted  and  chose  Doct.  Easmon  and  Joseph  Ci'ary  as.  a 
committee  to  draw  the  acre  lots  in  the  Town  Plot. 

Exce])ted  tlie  report  of  the  Committee  concerning  the 
account  of  Col.  Doolittle  and  onlcM-ed  tlic  report  to  be  recorded. 

Voted  to  except  a  survey  of  ten  acres  of  liuul,  left  in  the 
Town  Plot,  for  part  of  tlie  sccoiul  divi8ion  of  the  sdiool  lot. 

Voted  to  except  the  Conimittes  doings  in  laying  out  the 
Town  Plot. 


'Thin  wo-s  tlic  log  lucclinc  bouao  whIcL  stood  about  where  Ike  Unptist  mccllog' 
house  uow  Htands. 
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Voted  to  give  Esq.  Jonathan  Fassett  eight  dolhirs  for  tlio 
Plan  of  tlie  Town  of  Pittsford,  drawn  by  Esq.  Tolman  on 
Parchment.* 

Voted  to  pay  Capt.  Joseph  Crary  £2 — lis.  L.  M.,  for  work 
laying  out  the  Town  Plot. 

Excepted  John  Barnes  Account  £1 —  Gs —  Gd 

Excepted  John  Rhoads  Account  0 — 10  —  G 

Excepted  James  Ewings  Account  11 —  8  —  0 

Excepted  Esq.  Drury's  Account  0 —  5  —  0 

Excepted  Capt.  Cooley's  Account  0 —  5  —  0 

Excepted  Lieut.  Omsted's  Account  1 —  2  — 10 

Excepted  Caleb  Ilendee's  Account  1 — 12  —  0 

Excepted  Capt.  Fassctt's  Account  0 —  6  —  0 

Voted  that  Cap.  Cooley  and  James  Ewings  be  as  a  com- 
mittee to  regulate  the  Proi^rietors  and  record  the  doings  regidar 
on  the  Book. 

Voted  to  send  to  the  Assembly  to  get  a  special  act  to  sell 
BO  much  of  the  divided  lands  of  the  Proprietors  as  to  pay  the 
seven  shillings  tax. 

Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  untill  the  first  ^fonday  of 
January  next  at  two  o'clock  afternoon  on  said  day  at  this 
place. 

Attest,  Nkhkmiah  IIorKiNs,  M. 

Jamks  Ewings,  Clerk. 

Monday  January  1786. 
Mot  at  the  time  and  place  according  to  adjournment,  and 
adjourned  this  meeting  untill  the  14th  day  of  March  next  at 
the  l^Ieeting  House  at  two  o'clock  afternoon  on  said  day. 

Attest,  Jasiks  Ewinos,  P.  C. 

NKnEXUAH  Hopkins,  M. 

•TliU  i>1nn  on  purclitnont  Is  still  In  the  orclilvcn  of  tlio  town,  niid  (liou^li  nomo- 
wlinl  «J<  lm  i  .l  1»  Ktlll  (.1  (jrcat  value  in  loi-ntlnu'  llic  ori^'innl  l<it«.  It  U  i  ntlllcd  "  A 
I'Inn  of  (lie  louii  1.1  I*iit„f„r<I  tiikcn  Iroin  BiiUlwln'H  (irl;,'lnnl  tln>ii;,'lit  of  nald  I'lwn- 
•lil|>  li)  T.  Tiiliimii  unit  A.  Fuoacu."  TUe  orlfc'lnnl  drauglil  U  dulcd  iTsa.  TUc  I'lan 
In  UtU  vuluniu  U  a  cojiy. 

17 
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PiTTSFOKD  March  14  1786. 
Met  at  time  and  place  according  to  adjournment  and 
adjourned  the  meeting  untill  the  tii^st  Tuesday  of  May  next  at 
nine  o'clock  A.  M. 

Attest,  Jamks  Ewikos,  P.  C. 

Neuemiaii  IIopklns. 

PrrrsFORD  May  2,  178G. 

Met  at  the  time  and  place  and  opened  the  meeting  and 
made  choice  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Cooley  Proprietors  Clerk. 

Voted  to  except  Capt.  Crary's  account  for  surveying  Public 
Land  in  the  month  of  October,  1785,  it  being  18  shillings. 

Voted  to  except  John  Barnes'  account  for  measuring  land 
for  tlie  Publick  with  Capt.  Crary  it  being  15  shillings. 

Voted  that  the  new  Clerk  rei)ort  Emediately  to  James 
Ewings  and  request  all  tlio  writings  that  belong  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Pittsford. 

Voted  to  adjourn  said  meeting  to  the  first  Tuesday  in 
September  next  at  one  of  the  clock  in  tlie  afternoon  said  meet- 
ing to  be  held  at  the  Baptist  Meeting  House. 

NEUEMIAn  rioi'KINS. 

Benjamin  Coolev,  P.  C. 

September  5,  178G. 

Then  the  Proprietors  met  at  time  and  place  and  opened 
the  meeting  that  stood  adjourned  to  this  day. 

Voted  El)cnezer  ])rury,  Capt.  Benjamin  Cooler  be  a  com- 
mittee to  assist  Air.  Ewings,  Collector,  in  posting  the  delinquents 
lands  on  the  seven  shillings  tax. 

Voted  that  Esq.  Jomithan  Eassett  and  Ca])t.  I^enjamin 
Cooley  and  James  Ewings  be  a  comniitte  to  examine  all 
accounts  against  the  I'roprietors  and  report  at  the  next 
adjourned  meeting  and  all  accounts  cxliibitcd  to  said  Com- 
niiltee  before  said  adjourned  meeting  to  be  foreclosed. 
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Voted  to  ndjourn  8<1  meeting  to  tlie  second  Ttiesday  of 
March  next  4  o'clock  nfternoon  to  the  Biiptist  Meeting  House. 

Kehkmiaii  Hopkins,  Modr. 
Benjamin  Cooley,  P.  C. 

March  ve  13,  1787. 
Then  the  Proprietors  met  nccording  to  adjournment  and 
opened  wiid  nuH'ting  an<l  voted  to  adjourn  said  meeting  one 
forlnitc  from  this  day  at  one  o'ch>ck  at  this  phu-e. 

Nkukmiah  Hopkins,  Mdr. 
Benjamin  Cooi.ey,  P.  Clerk.  • 

March  27,  1787. 
Then  the  l*roprietors  met  at  time  and  place  according  to 
adjournment,  and  opened  said  meeting  and  voted  to  adjourn 
Bjiid  meeting  to  the  first  Monday  in  May  ne.xt,  at  one  o'clock 
afternoon  ut  the  Log  Meeting  House. 

Keiiemiah  Hopkins,  Modr. 

]?ENJAMIN   Cooi.EV,  P.  C. 

PiTTSFORi)  May  7th  1787. 

Then  the  Proprietors  met  at  the  time  and  place  according 
to  the  adjournment  and  oj)ened  said  meeting. 

Voted  that  James  Ewings  record  all  sin-veys  l)rought  to  him 
for  record  when  he  was  Pro])rietors  Clerk  except  that  lot  that 
was  given  to  Mr.  Harwood  by  the  town. 

Voted  that  the  cost  of  laying  out  the  acre  lots  and  Puhlick 
lots      ])aid  out  of  the  acre  lots  hy  tax. 

Voted  fo  lay  out  the  forth  Division. 

Voted  that  the  Pro])iietors  have  untill  the  first  of  October 
next  to  lay  out  the  Puhlick  Lands. 

Voted  to  ndjourn  said  meeting  to  the  first  Tuesday  ?)f  Sep- 
tember next  at  this  place  at  two  o'clock  afternoon. 

Kememiah  Hoi'KiNS,  ^lodr. 
Benjamin  Cooley,  Clerk, 
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PiTTSKoRn,  Sept.  4tli,  1787. 
Tho  Proprietors  of  Pittsford  met  at  tlic  tiiiio  nnd  place,  and 
opened  snid  nr.u'tiii;;  accordinf^  to  adjournment,  and  adj(»iirned 
said  meetinj;  to  the  tirst  Monday  in  October  next  at  one  o'clock 
afternoon  at  the  Log  fleeting  House. 

H?:.NJAMiN  CooLKY,  Proprietors  Clerk. 
Nkhkmiah  lIoi'KiNS,  Moderator. 

PiTTSFORD  Oct.  1,  1787. 
.  The  Proprietors'  meeting  opened  and  proceeded  to  business. 
First,  Voted  that  James  Kwings  collector  advertise  the  aero 
lots  in  said  town,  to  be  sold  to  pay  the  cost  of  surveying  out 
8nid  loti»  as  soon  jis  the  law  directs. 

Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  untill  the  second  Tuesday  of 
March  next  at  two  o'clock  afternoon  on  said  day  at  this  meet- 
ing house  in  Pittsford. 

Attest,  Nkukmiah  Hopkins,  Moderator. 

Jamf:8  EwiNGS,  Clerk  Pro.  tern. 

JMrrsKOKi),  March  11th  1788. 

Then  the  Proprietors  met  at  the  time  and  place  according 
to  adj()\iriinu'nt  and  oi>i!ned  said  meeting,  and  adjourned  said 
meeting  to  Katlian  Websters  at  four  o'ch^ck  on  said  day. 

Voted  to  call  llie  acre  lots  the  fourth  division. 

Voted  to  adjourn  said  meetings  to  the  first  Tuesday  in 
Sei)tember  next  at  four  o'clock  afternoon  to  be  holden  at  tho 
meeting  house. 

Nkukmiah  IIorKiNH,  ^fodcrator. 
Bknjami.n'  Cooi-kv,  Clerk. 

J'lrrsKoui)  Scj)fem]K'r  ye  2,  1788. 
Then  met  at  the  time  and  place  acconbng  lo  adjournment 
and  opened  said  meeting  and  voted  to  adjourn  said  meeting  to 
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the  second  Tuesday  in  November  1789,  nt  2  of  the  cloc^k  in 
the  aftcruoon  to  be  hoklen  at  the  Iionse  of  Nathan  AVcbstcr. 

Nehkmiau  Hopkins,  Moderator. 

Bknjamin  Coolky,  Clerk. 

PiTTSFour),  November  10th  1789. 
Then  met  nt  time  and  phice  according  to  adjournment  and 
opened  said  meeting  and  voted  to  ajourn  said  meeting  to  tlio 
second  Tuesday  in  November  m  tlie  year  17i)0,  two  of  tlio 
clock  in  the  afternoon  to  be  holden  at  the  house  of  Nathjui 
"Webster. 

Nkiikmiaii  Hopkins,  Moderator. 
Benja^^iin  Cooley,  Town  Clerk." 

Tlieso  nro  the  only  existing  records  of  meetings  held  by  the 
Proj)rietor8  during  the  last  ten  years,  and  it  will  bo  seen  that 
at  many  of  them  no  important  business  was  transacted,  but 
they  were  merely  meetings  and  adjournments.  Up  to  1771, 
the  meetings  of  the  Proprietors  had  doul)tleRs  been  held  either 
in  Massachusetts  or  Bennington,  Vermont,  and  the  records  of 
the  proceedings  of  those  meetings  had  been  kejjt  by  diflerent 
clerks,  and  had  become  somewhat  scattered  and  confused.  The 
Proprietors  deemed  it  a  matter  of  considerable  ini])ortancc,  ns 
truly  they  might,  to  have  these  records  collected  and  system- 
atically arranged  or  "regulated."  And  that  the  comniittec 
charged  with  this  duty,  made  some  little  effort  to  accomjjlish 
the  work  assigned  them,  the  records  conclusively  show,  b\it  for 
SDine  reason,  to  us  unknown,  it  was  very  imperfectly  done. 

'J'lio  Town-Plot  Lots  were  siwveyed  in  1785,  in  conformity 
to  the  v()t(!  of  the  Proprietors,  and  these  acre  hjts  were  laid  out 
on  either  side  of  the  north-and-south  road,  thirty-four  on  the 
east  side,  and  an  equal  number  on  the  west,  and  e.vtending 
from  a  jxjint  forty  rodsymd  seven  feet  north  of  the  iiortli  lino 
of  Ujc  Baptist  Burying  Ground,  to  the  south  line  of  the  Con- 
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grogntional  Meeting  IIotiRC  Lot,  or  to  about  the  middle  of  the 
house  lot  now  owned  by  J.  A.  Rmdiill.  On  the  east  side  of 
the  rond  the  north  line  of  "Willard  Randuirs  lot  is  the  south 
line  of  the  fleeting  House  I>ot. 

In  this  Plot  four  acres  were  laid  out  for  the  Conjircsrational 
Moeting-llouse  Ix)t ;  two  acres  and  ten  rods  for  the  Baptist 
Meeting-IIousc  lA)t,  and  two  acres  for  the  North  Burying 
Ground. 

Tlie  whole  Town  Plot  consisted  of  a  little  more  than  eighty- 
six  acres,  but  only  about  scventy-siA  acres  were  included  in  the 
foregoing  lot*,  consequentl}'  tlicrc  remained  in  the  easterh'  part 
of  the  Plot  ten  ac^es  of  conunon-land  which,  according  to  the 
vote  of  the  Proj^rietors,  was  reckoned  a  part  of  the  second 
division  of  the  school  lot. 

A  Plan  of  the  Town  Plot  with  the  original  papers  relating 
to  it,  is  in  the  Town  Clerk's  Office,  the  filing  of  which  is  as 
follows : 

"Field  Book 
Town  Plot  May  10,  1785. 

Joseph  Ckary,  Surveyor." 

All  these  papers  have  been  neatly  recorded  in  the  Proprie- 
tors' Book  by  the  i)resent  town  clerk,  Samuel  II.  Kellogg. 

But  the  most  exciting  events  of  the  last  decade  do  not 
a])pear  u]>on  the  l*roj)rietor8'  records,  and  for  an  ac(;oiuit  of 
these  we  shall  have  to  go  to  other  sources  of  information.  The 
history  of  those  events  has  never  been  fidly  writ  fen,  and  it  is 
very  diiiicult  at  tliis  late  day  to  ajtprcciate  in  their  cntireness 
the  motives  which  infl\icnced  the  candid  and  jmtriotic  men  of 
that  ])criod,  to  adopt  measures  wliicli  to  uh,  witli  our  present 
light  uj)on  tlie  subject,  appear  rasli  and  um-easoiiuMc.  During 
the  war  tlie  ])eo])lc  of  Vermont  had  made  great  efforts  to  aid 
in  the  eonimon  cause— (tlie  defence  of  American  liberty — and 
at  tlio  6amc  time  to  maintain  their  independence.    These  ellbrts 
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hid  rcqliirod  the  expenditure  of  largo  sums  of  money,  nnd  to 
meet  tlie  dcmiindB  of  taxation  a  large  proportion  of  them  had 
contracted  debts,  wliieh  upon  the  return  of  peace,  they  were 
expecting  to  liquidate  with  no  great  strain  upon  their  resources. 
But  the  dose  of  the  war,  instead  of  ushering  in  a  season  of 
financial  pros])erity,  jus  had  hecfi  anticipated,  was  followed  by  a 
ruinous  d-  'in'ciation  in  the  value  of  the  currency  and  all  other 
kinds  of  l>r«./^*ty  ;  specie  wju?  flowing  out  of  the  country  in 
oxclumi^c  for  foreign  merchandise,  and  as  the  result  of  these 
facts  the  debtor  j)ortion  of  the  peojilc  found  it  impossible  to 
meet  their  obligations,  and  were  cojnpletely  at  the  mercy  of 
tlieir  creditors.  So  wide-spread  wjia  the  dissatisfaction,  and  so 
loud  the  complaint  of  suffering,  that  in  August,  178G,  Gov. 
Ciiittonden  prepared  and  published  an  address  to  the  citizens 
of  tho  State,  counseling  mutual  forbearance  nnd  kindness,  the 
cultivation  of  the  necessaries  for  clotluTig  nnd  food,  particularly 
wool  and  flax,  industry',  economy,  and  tho  non-imj»ortation  of 
foreign  products,  and  suggesting  a  ho\)o  of  some  alleviation  of 
t'.ieir  suftering  by  the  action  of  the  next  Legislature.  In  October 
the  IvCgislaturc  assembled  at  the  Court  House  in  Rutland,  and 
it  wajj  soon  found  that  tho  members  of  the  House  of  Rcpro- 
Bcntativcs  shared  in  tho  general  feeling  of  discontent,  and  were 
ready  for  the  adoj>tion  of  ahnost  any  meaBurcs,  however  absurd, 
j)r()vi(led  tliay  held  ojit  the  ])roBpect  of  even  temporary  relief. 
"  A  law  was  passed  authorizing  a  defaulting  debtor  to  tender 
on  execution  the  same  articles  which  would  have  been  good  in 
the  life  of  the  contract;  and  another  was  passed  enabling  debt- 
ors to  ])ay  creditors  in  other  States  in  specific  articles,  according 
to  the  laws  of  those  respective  States.  A  large  party  were  c.lam- 
orotiH  fur  a  State  liank  of  paper  money  and  a  general  tender 
net,  a  law  whicli  would  enable  a  debtor  to  pay  a  debt  in  what- 
ever articles  lie  (^hosc.  Some  three  or  four  al)le  and  conservative 
incinbcrH  of  tin-  Legislature,  with  Nathaniel  Chipman,  then  in 
llullund,  held  a  private  cjusultatiou  in  regai'd  to  the  financial 
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condition  of  the  State  nnd  the  means  of  mitigating  tlie  existing 
evils ;  and  being  fully  convinced  that  the  meiisures  proixocd 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  members,  wonld  aggi"avate  rather 
than  mitigate  these  evils,  they  hit  upon  a  plan  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  laws  which,  it  seemed  to  tliem,  would  be  pernicioas. 
This  plan  conten)j)lated  tlie  postponement  of  the  Avhole  snbject 
until  the  heat  and  excitement  of  the  time  had  passed  away ; 
and  in  order  to  effect  tliis  object  they  agreed  u^wn  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  viz. : 

Resolved^  That  the  people  assemble  in  their  respective 
towns  on  the  first  of  January  1787,  at  the  usual  place  of  hold- 
ing freemen's  meetings,  and  there  express  by  yens  or  nays  their 
approval  or  disapproval  of  omitting  a  small  bank  of  paper 
money  on  loan  or  otherwise,  of  continuing  the  existing  tender 
acts,  and  of  a  general  tender  act ;  the  yeas  and  nays  on  these 
subjects  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Speaker  of -the  Assembly  to 
be  a  guide  to  the  Legislature  at  their  next  session." 

This  resolution,  on  being^  introduced  into  the  House,  met 
with  vehement  opposition  ;  but  the  argument  that  the  people 
were  the  best  judges  of  the  remedies  they  needed  prevailed, 
and  the  resolution  wjis  j)a8sed  the  Slst  of  October.  After  the 
Legislature  had  adjourned  several  reckless  and  un8<;rupulou8 
men  who  were  determined  to  avoid  the  payment  of  their  debts, 
became  quite  active  in  denoimcing  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  and  by  misrepresentation  and  every  artifice  in  their 
power,  they  attempted  to  stir  up  the  people  to  resist  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws.  Among  the  most  conHpicuous  of  these  restless 
spirits  was  Col.  Thomas  I^e  of  Rutland  who  had  sen'ed  as 
Captain  in  Col.  "Warner's  regiment  in  the  Ilevolntionary  war, 
and  was  a  man  well  ailcuhited  to  tiiko  the  lead  in  such  a  rebel- 
lious ontcq^rise. 

On  Tuesday,  the  2l6t  of  November,  the  County  Court  was 
to  commence  its  scBsion.    The  Coiul  coiisiKtcd  of  Chicf- 

JuBtice  Increase  Moseley,  of  Clarendon  ;  Assistant  Judges 
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Sfttnncl  ^Mattocks  nnd  Ebenczcr  Mnrvin,  of  Tinmoutli,  and 
"NVillinm  Ward,  of  Poultiicy;  Clerk,  Kcv.  Obudiah  Kohlc,  of 
Timnouth ;  State's  Attoniey,  Darius  Cliipnian,  of  Kutland  ; 
Slicriff,  Jonatlian  Bell  of  Kutland.  It  was  known  that  a  por- 
tion of  tlio  suits  pending  at  this  Court  hud  been  instituted  for 
tlio  recover}'  of  debts,  and  as  the  General  AsstMubly  had 
omitted  such  legislation  in  reference  to  these  debts  as  tho 
debtor  portion  of  tho  conununity  demanded,  they  resolved  to 
prevent  the  holding  of  tho  Court  and  thereby  to  arrest,  for  tho 
limo  being,  all  judicial  proceedings.  The  excitement  upon  this 
subject  ran  so  high,  that  on  the  nioniing  of  tho  2l6t  of  Kovem- 
ber,  as  the  Judges  came  into  Rutland,  they  found  n  crowd  of 
men  and  boys,  armed  with  clubs,  thronging  tho  streets,  collect- 
ing about  tho  Court  House  nnd  protesting  against  tho  holding 
of  tJio  Court.  The  Court,  however,  was  opened,  but  without 
proceeding  to  tho  business  before  it,  adjourned  to  two  o'clock 
V.  M.  Soon  after  the  adjournment  a  number  of  men  waited 
upon  tho  Judges  and  presented  to  them  a  petition,  requesting 
them  to  adjourn  the  Court  without  transacting  any  businesSi 
Tho  Judges  replied  that  in  the  afternoon,  after  the  docket  had 
been  culled  and  the  business  of  tho  day  attended  to,  the  ])etitiou 
ehould  bo  taken  into  consideration.  Immediately  after  tho 
Court  was  opened  in  the  afternoon.  Col.  Lee,  at  the  head  of 
about  one  hundred  men,  rushed  into  the  Court  room  and, 
in  a  boisterous  ai\d  insolent  numner,  threatened  the  Court 
for  not  grunting  their  request.  The  Court,  for  the  time,  being 
])owerlcKs  against  tho  mob,  wus  by  order  of  the  Judges 
adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning.  This  being  in 
exact  ()i)|)<)8iti()n  to  tlie  request  of  the  mob,  as  exjiresHcd  in 
their  petition,  they  became  greatly  exasperated  and  a  few  of 
tlicir  nuinhcr  ruslicd  to  a  neighboring  house,  where  they  i)ro- 
ctired  a  supply  of  lire-arms,  and  returning,  distributed  thcin 
afuong  their  comrades,  (vlio  immediately  surrounded  the  Court 
llouHc,  guarded  every  avenue  and  held  tlie  Court  and  all  in 
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nttcndnncc  thereon,  prisoners.  By  tlnis  making  an  cxliibilion 
of  their  power  they  were  lioping  to  intimidate  the  Conrt  and 
gain  tlie  ohji'ct  of  tlioir  request.  But  in  this  tliey  mistook ; 
the  Court  was  not  th\is  to  be  overawed  ;  and  after  being  lield 
about  two  liours,  they  were  permitted  to  depart  and  return  to 
their  h)dging8.  Here  the  connnittce  of  tl»e  Regulators — i\»  tho 
mob  styled  themselves — again  presented  their  petition  to  which 
the  Judges  fornudly  replied  as  follows :  "  The  Judges  of  tho 
County  Court,  in  and  for  the  County  of  Riitland,  having  taken 
under  their  consideration  the  petition  of  a  number  of  tho 
inhnl)itant8  of  said  County,  in  which  it  is  requested  that  this 
Court  adjourn  without  doing  any  business ;  the  Court  find  on 
examination  of  tho  docket,  that  a  large  number  of  cases  aro  in 
suit,  in  which  tho  plaintifts  and  defendants  are  mutually  agreed 
to  como  to  a  decisive  trial  this  session,  and  some  other  nmtters 
of  such  imjiortanco  to  tho  peace,  dignity  and  interest  of  tho 
good  people  of  this  County  arc  depending,  that  the  Court  (mn- 
not,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  their  oaths  and  the  general  good 
of  this  County,  comply  with  the  aforesaid  requisition ;  notwith- 
standing this  Court  would  not  wish  to  try  any  causes  at  this 
term,  but  such  as,  in  tho  oj)inion  of  tho  Court,  aro  necessar}'  to 
preserve  tho  ]»oa('e,  happiness,  interest  and  dignity  of  this 
County  in  particular,  and  tho  Ccuistifution  and  State  of  Ver- 
mont in  general."  Failing  thus  far  to  obtain  their  object,  tho 
llegulators  doternn'ncd  to  accomplish  by  fonte  what  they  could 
not  do  by  petition  nor  threats.  A  part  of  their  number,  well 
armed,  took  ])OHHessio!i  of  tlui  ('ourt  House,  with  the  design  of 
holding  it  and  j)rcventing  tlu;  sitting  <»f  tlu;  Court  the  next  day, 
and  exj)rcsscs  were  sent  out  into  tli('  nciglilioring  towns  for 
reinforcements.  In  the  evening  ihr  Sheriff  sent  orders  to  Col. 
Isaac  Clark  of  Castlcton,  Col.  IVarl  of  Pawlct,  and  hient.-Col. 
Spufford  of  Tininoiith  to  raise  iho  militia  of  the  county  and 
come  without  delay,  supplied  with  tirc-arnis  and  three  days' 
provisions,  to  assist  him  in  sustaining  the  Court.    These  orders 
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were  i>roin]>tly  respoiuUHl  to,  niul  1)V  nine  oVloek  Wednesday 
niorninj;,  Cols.  Clark  and  Pearl  arrived  with  ko  formidable  a 
foree  that  the  Reirulators,  intimidated,  quit  the  Court  Ilouso 
and  offered  no  further  rcsistance  to  the  Court. 

Durinj^  the  day  the  militia  came  in  from  every  qiuirter. 
Companies  from  Tiumouth,  lluhhardton,  Castleton  and  I'oult- 
ney,  well  armed  and  (ttHcered,  jdaeed  themselves  under  tl>o 
command  of  Col.  Clark  as  senior  otlicer.  In  the  meantime 
tlie  Kei^idators  had  not  heen  idle,  but  by  niisre]>re8cntin{?  the 
nuswer  of  the  .ludj^es  to  their  jK'tition,  and  by  circulating  false 
reporfi*,  they  stirred  uj)  a  feeling  of  indipiation  towards  the 
Court,  so  that  durinj;  the  da}'  they  received  considerable  rein- 
forcements, <',omin<^  chiefly  from  Pittsford  and  West  Rutland, 
with  a  few  from  Chittenden,  Ira  and  Clarendon. 

After  all  their  efforts  at  drumming  nj)  recruits,  they  were 
not  in  sutiicient  force  to  think  of  contcn(Ung  successfully  with 
the  militia,  but  the}'  kept  up  their  demonstrations  during  the 
<lay.  Inarching  through  the  streets,  confronting  the  nn'litia,  dis- 
cussing the  nature  of  their  grievances  and  demanding  the 
adoj)tion  of  such  measures  as,  in  their  o])inion,  would  afford 
them  relief.  Foremost  in  raising  the  recniits  from  Pittsford 
was  .Jonathan  Fa-ssett,  though  Col.  Penjannn  Cooley,  in  consid- 
eration of  his  long  military  experience,  was  placed  in  command. 
This  company  joined  Lee  early  in  the  day,  and  was  with  him 
in  the  most  of  his  noisy  demojistrations ;  but  at  night  Col. 
Cooler  with  about  fifty  men  retired  to  the  house  of  Lt.  Ros- 
well  Post  about  a  mile  norfli  of  the  Court  Il()use  on  the  Pittsford 
mad.  .Inst  at  niglit  several  of  the  more  prominent  of  the  rioters 
remaining  in  the  village  wen;  arrested,  thougli  Col.  Lee  escaped. 
Th(;  militia  wen;  <juiirf cred  at  Gove's  tavern  and  other  house  s 
in  that  \iciiiity.  Sentries  were  i»laced  in  the  streets,  atnl  none 
were  allowed  to  ])ass  without  giving  the  countersign.  Alxiiit 
midnight  orders  were  r('<-('ived  to  arrest  Col.  (.'ooley  and  his 
company.    Col.  Clark  called  for  volunteers.    Sixteen  hor.se- 
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men  under  tljc  conininnd  of  Capt.  Noah  Ix»c  of  Castlcton,  and 
n  party  of  infantry  offered  tlieir  Perviccs  and  were  soon  im  tlio 
march.  On  arrivinj;  at  tlie  brook  ii  little  Bontli  of  PositV,  they 
took  n  eireuitous  route  and  surrounded  the  house.  So  quickly 
nnd  noisoles.sly  wiu*  this  movement,  made  that  Col.  Coolpy  and 
]m  party  had  no  knowledge  of  the  approach  of  the  militia  till 
called  upon  to  suiTender.  On  beinj  thus  suddenly  arojised, 
they  seized  their  guns  and  prepared  for  resistance ;  but  after 
the  e.xchange  of  a  few  shots  and  some  blows,  they  saw  the  hope- 
lessness of  further  resistance  and  surrendered.  A  few  escaped, 
nnd  these  only  by  leaping  out  of  a  window,  and  taking  advant- 
nge  of  the  darkness  of  the  night.  Nehemiah  Hopkins,  Jr.,  of 
Pitt«ford,  a  member  of  the  mob,  received  a  shot  which  shat- 
tere<l  his  right  arm  from  the  elbow  to  the  wrist.  Amputation 
was  successfully  performed  the  following  day  by  Drs.  Ezekiel 
Porter*  nnd  Dnniel  Reed  of  Rutland.  The  prisoners  were 
conducted  back  to  the  village  nnd  lodged  in  jail.  Tlmrsday 
morning,  the  Regulators  having  di8a]>i>eared  from  the  streets, 
and  the  excitement  somewhat  subsided,  the  Court  was  opened, 
the  prisoners  nn-nigned  nnd  their  trials  commenced.  Some 
were  discharged  without  trial ;  five  were  acquitted  ;  twent}'- 
onef  ])lea(l  guilty  and  were  fined,  some  Os.  and  some  lOs. 
nnd  costs ;  and  fourteen  on  trial  were  Ibund  guilty,  and  were 
fined  from  £3  to  £25  with  costs,  and  were  recptired  to  give 
bonds  varying  from  £20  to  £150,  with  sureties  for  their  good 
behavior  for  one  year. 

The  following  papers  relative  to  thes(!  trials  were  found 
among  the  old  Supreme  and  County  Court  files,  rescued,  eol- 

•  Voun>;  Ilopklnn'  xvomid  wnn  dro^Hcd  liy  ordrr  of  Cid.  Clin  k,  imd  Dr.  I'ortiT'a 
Mil  Cur  :iiii|)Utullon  and  Hubitt-quciit  irciiliiiciil  wiin  JCI 1  :i!<.  TIiIh  wuti  piiid  by  Uui 
btiilr. 

■»  TlicHr  wore  .Tnmfn  Ilopklnw,  ,7olm  Tiilllc,  F,l)CMc/.<  r  n<>|iklnN,  .lolm  Uliddrn, 
F.IUIiii  Wiiriicr,  Miiiliii  llii|>kliii<,  Kii'|di<'ii  llnpkliiH,  .Inlm  'rii|>|>('r,  Ahlihcl  llnpkliiH, 
n.ivid  8lMrk-<,  KIIJnli  Adiiiii-.  (.'idcli  Cixilrv.  Ilriijiiiiiln  SIcm-i  h,  .Ir.,  .Icri  inlnh 
I'nuiTH,  l'.li('iic/cr  Lyiiiuti,  lCII|iili  Krouii,  .^iniiiicl  Atliiiiiit,  IVtcr  I'uwl'Ik,  Amu* 
Ktllotji;,  Suluuiuii  Taylor  uiid  Jabcr  Oluiotrad. 
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I  l«Hrt(><l  luul  l)ouTid  in  ten  Volumes,  by  Gen.  Hopkins,  while 
■       CU-rk  ol"  the  Court,  and  furnished  nio  hy  him  : 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  County  Court,  now  sitting  in  Rut- 
hind,  Mithin  and  for  the  county  of  Rutland,  comes  Darius 
I  Chi[)man,  Attorney  for  said  county,  and  comi>laint  and  infornia- 

^  tion  makes,  that  on  the  22  day  of  Koveniber,  A.  1).  1T8G,  at 

^  said  Rutland,  Jonathan  Faissctt,  Ebcne7.er  Drury,  Dan  Barnard, 

Reuben  Allen,  Jonathan  Swift,  Simeon  Tupper,  Jonathan  Row- 
ley, JkMijamin  Cooley,  all  of  Pittsford  in  sjiid  county,  Gideon 
Ilorton,  ]S'athan  Daniels,  of  Brandon,  and  William  Roberts, 
e  Benjamin  "\Vhipj)le  and  Silas  Mead,  of  Rutland,  in  said  county, 

jiHsemblcMl  in  a  riotous,  rontons  and  unlawful  manner,  with  an 
t  intent  to  prevent  the  sitting  of  the  Honorable  County  (Conrt), 

then  and  there  sitting,  and  being  so  assembled  as  aforesaid, 
witli  guns,  swords,  and  stones,  marched  through  the  streets  at 
Rutland  aforesaid,  to  the  terror  of  the  good  jxjoplo  of  this 
State,  and  then  and  there  disturbed  the  Honorable  County 
Conrt  then  sitting  in  the  Court  House  in  said  Rutland,  and 
many  other  enormities,  they,  the  said  Jonathan,  Ebenezcr, 
Dan,  Rcul)cn,  Jonathan,  Simeon,  Jonathan,  Benjamin,  Gideon, 
AVilliain,  Nathan,  Benjamin  and  Silas  then  and  there  did, 
against  the  ]>eace  and  dignity  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State  cf 
Vermont,  to  the  evil  example  of  others'in  like  manner  offend- 
j  ing ;  wherefore  said   Attorney  prays,  that  they,  the  said 

i  Jonathan,  Kl»enezer,  Dan,  Reuben,  Jonathan,  Simeon,  Jona- 

;■  than,  Benjamin,  Gideon,  William,  Nathan,  Benjamin  and  Silas, 

i  may  Ik;  made  to  answer  this  comjdaint,  and  be  further  dealt 

i,  with,  as  to  law  and  justice  ai)i)ertain8. 

j  Dated  at  Rutland  this  23  day  of  November,  A.  D.  178G. 

D.  Ciin'MAN,  Attorney. 
To  tli(!  SlierifV  of  Rutland  County,  his  Dc])uty,  or  either  of 
I  the.  CoiistablcK  in  snid  county,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 

;  of  the  l''rccni(  ii  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  you  are  commanded, 

,  fortlnvitli  to  a])prehend  the  bodies  of  tlic  within  deUnqticnts, 
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nnd  Puft'ly  keep  and  causr'  to  njipenr  before  the  County  Court, 
now  sitting;  in  Rutland  in  wnd  county,  then  to  answer  the 
within  complaint,  and  do  and  sutl'iT  as  tho  court  shall  order. 

Dated  at  Rutland,  November  23,  1780. 

OijADiAH  KouLK,  Clerk. 

Noveinl)er  2;}d,  178(5.  Tiien,  by  virtue  of  the  within  pre- 
cept, I  have  arrested  the  bodies  of  the  within  Delinquents,  and 
have  them  here  in  court. 

Attest,       JoNA.  Bkix,  Sheriff. 
And  now  the  said  Attorney  says,  that  he  will  prosecute  the 
snid  Joiuithan  Rowley  and  Gideon  Ilorton  no  further. 

]).  Cuii'MAN,  Atty. 
Whereupon,  the  Delinquents,  bein^  called  to  plead  to  said 
Information,  ])lead  not  {juilty,  and  put  thcinselves  on  the  coun- 
try for  trial. 

Whereupon,  a  jury  beiu<^  ini])annelled  and  sworn  to  try 
the  Dclinquonts,  and  havinj:^  heard  the  said  cause,  on  their 
oaths  say,  that  .Jonathan  Fassett,  William  Roberts,  ]?enja- 
min  Coolev,  Jienjamin  Whipple,  Kathan  Daniels,  Silas  Mead, 
are  /^uilt}'  of  the  facts  charged  against  them  in  the  said 
Information  ; 

Whereiqx)!!,  tliis  court  do  adjudge  aiul  sentence  that  the 
said  .lonatlian  Kasscttr  j)ay  a  tine  of  JC25  L.  Money,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  connfy,  and  give  a  bond,  with  sin*ety,  in  the 
sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Fomuls,  for  his  good  beluiAiour 
for  one  year,  and  also  a  l^ill  of  Costs,  taxed  by  said  court  at 
XI.  2.  0.  and  tluit  that  the  said  William  Roberts  ])a>'  a  line  of 
£15  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  county,  and  give  a  bond,  with 
surety,  in  the  sum  of  £100  L.  l^foney,  for  his  good  Itchaviour 
for  one  year,  and  ])iiy  a  Rill  of  Costs,  taxed  by  said  court  at 
£1.  2.  ().  And  that  the  said  Rcnjamiii  Coolcy  ])ay  a  fine  of 
£12.  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  county,  and  give  a  bond,  with 
svu'cty,  of  £100.  for  his  good  behaviour  for  one  year,  and  also 
l)ay  a  Rill  of  Cost,  ta.xed  by  said  court  at  £1.  2.  (».     And  that 
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llio  wlid  Ueiijaniin  AVhinple  pay  ti  fine  of  £10.  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  county  and  give  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  £100.  for  hfk 
good  behaviour  for  one  year,  and  also  pay  a  15ill  of  Cost,  ttuxed 
by  said  court  at  £1.  2.  G.  And  that  Xathan  Daniels  pay  a  fine 
of  £10.  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  tounty,  and  give  a  bond,  with 
Buroty,  for  his  good  l)ehaviour  for  one  year,  and  pay  a  Bill  of 
Cost,  t4ixo<l  at  £1.  2.  C.  And  that  Silas  Mvnd  pay  a  iine  of 
£6.  to  the  Treiwurer  of  this  county,  and  give  u  bond,  witli 
surety,  for  his  good  behaviour  for  one  year,  in  the  sum  of  £50. 
and  pay  a  Bill  of  Cost,  t4ixed  by  said  court,  at  £1.  2.  6.  And 
the  aforesjiid  Delincjuents,  not  being  satisfied  witli  said  judg- 
ment, prayed  for,  and  were  admitted  to  an  ajjpeal  to  the  then 
next  stjited  session  of  the  Supremo  Court,  to  be  holden  at  Eut- 
land,  within  and  for  the  county  of  llutland,  on  the  Third 
Tuesday  of  August  then  next. 

The  rebellion  being  considered  effectually  crushed,  on  Sat- 
urday afternoon  the  militia  were  assembled,  and  after  b«;ing 
addressed  by  Col.  Clark  were  discharged.  But  it  was  so  near 
dark  that  they  remained  over  night,  and  on  Sabbath  morning 
stjirted  for  home.  As  the  militia,  returning  westward,  arrived 
at  Pino  Hill,  they  were  informed  that  some  two  hundred  mal- 
contents were  assembled  at  Col.  Janies  Mead's,  west  of  Otter 
Creek.  On  the  reception  of  this  intelligence  the  Court  issued 
orders  for  tlie  immediate  recall  of  the  mihtia  and  for  reinforcc- 
nientji  from  otlier  ])art8  of  the  county.  Col.  Pearl,  who  had 
gone  southward,  immediately  returned  with  the  militia  under 
his  commuiid,  and  receiving  large  reinforcements  from  the 
west,  halted  at  BlunchHrd's  Corners  in  West  Rutland,  while 
llie  militia  from  tlie  east  ])rocecded  to  Center  Rutland  and, 
jdacin;,'  a  strong  guard  at  Otter  Creek  bridge,  halted  there 
during  the  day,  thus  ])lacing  the  insurgents  in  a  very  unenvi- 
able position  between  two  formidable  forces.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  i)reee(liMg  week,  some  of  the  most  active  in  insti- 
guting  the  rebellion,  had  traversed  the  neighboring  towns, 
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fiiWly  clmrrfin*;  the  Court  with  dealing  frnudulently  with  the 
Ao<^uh»tor»,  and  with  treating  tlie  prisoners  with  tlic  most  out- 
raireons  erueltv.  The  result  of  these  char'res  was  that  even 
the  most  C4in<lid  and  conservative  portion  of  the  ]>eople  were 
arousetl  to  the  highest  state  of  indignation.  Acting  from  tho 
inipulse  of  feeling  created  by  what  they  were  nuide  to  belicvo 
were  the  acts  of  an  \mjust  and  tyranniad  court,  the  assemblage 
at  Col.  Mead's  had  convened  to  inaugurate  active  measures  for 
redressing  their  wrongs.  Sunday  was  improved  by  several 
friends  of  law  and  order,  in  eflbrts  to  convince  tho  malcon- 
tents tJjat  many  of  the  evils  of  which  they  comj)lained  did  not 
exist;  tliat  for  such  as  did  exist,  tho  Court  was  in  no  way 
Responsible;  that  tho  prisoners  had  been  kindly  treated ;  and 
that  the  Court  and  the  government  had  a  common  interest  in 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  relievo  the  sufferings  of  the  people. 
Tiiey  were  told  that  they  had  been  misinformed,  that  they  had 
been  imposed  upon  by  a  few  artful  and  designing  njcn,  and 
that  the  course  they  were  pursuing,  if  persisted  in,  must  inevit- 
ably result  in  bloodshed  and  ruin.  These  efforts  were  attended 
with  gratifying  success  ;  the  Regulators  were  convinced  that 
they  had  been  made  the  dupes  of  a  gross  imposition ;  and  as 
candid  and  honest  men  they  not  only  abandoned  tho  object  of 
their  enterprise,  but  even  joined  the  militia  under  Col.  Chirk 
in  defence  of  tlio  Court  and  the  laws,  Monday  morning,  all 
being  again  quiet,  aJid  no  further  use  for  the  militia  being 
antici])ated,  tliey  received  the  tlianks  of  the  Court  and  were 
dismissed.  Tlic  Court  contimied  in  session  without  further 
interruption  until  Tuesday  evening,  wlien  it  was  adjourned 
without  day.  The  militia  were  afterwards  jmid  for  their  ser- 
vices by  tlie  State,  and  on  tho  2d  day  of  Marcli,  1787,  tho 
(icneral  Assembly  pas-sed  and  caused  to  be  ])ublislied  the 
following  resolution:  Itcsclved ,  Tliiit  this  I  louse  entertains 
a  higli  sense  of  the  services  done  to  tliis  Slate  liy  the  olhcers 
«nd  soldiers,  whoso  spirited  exertions  erusiied  tiie  late  daring 
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insurrection  jigmnst  government,  in  tlie  counties  of  Rutlund 
and  Windsor,*  and  does  Jiereby  return  the  said  olHcers  und 
soldiers  tliuir  liearty  tliunks." 

On  looking  over  the  list  of  niunes  of  tliose  wlio  Avere 
engaged  in  this  insurrection  we  are  not  .a  little  surprised  to  lind 
in  it  the  names  of  sueh  men  as  Col.  Henjamin  Cooh'V,  Capt. 
Caleb  Coolev,  Amos  KeUogg,  ]^l)ene/,er  Lvnu-.n,  Ebeiiezer 
Hoj)kins  and  Elijah  Adams,  ])iojieei's  in  the  settlement  of  the 
town ;  men  who  had  received  a  religious  education  und  were 
deeply  imbued  witli  the  8i>irit  of  Christianity;  who  had  toiled 
together  to  lay  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  of  our  social  and 
religious  institutions ;  who  were  foremost  in  every  enteq>rise 
pertaim'ng  to  tlio  material  prosi)erity  of  the  j)eoplc  ;  and  who 
Avcre  looked  upon  as  models  of  stability  and  embodiments  of 
almost  every  manly  virtue ;  and  we  wonder  how  such  men 
could  have  engaged  in  high-handed  rebellion  against  a  benefi- 
cent gorernment,  and  a  government  which  they  liad  them- 
selves heli)ed  to  establish.  ]?ut  tlie  fact  that  they  did  this, 
sliows  the  extremity  of  their  suflerings,  as  well  as  the  extremity 
of  their  misajiprehension,  in  respect  to  its  causes  and  jjroper 
remedies.  Ihit  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  they  lived  in  a  veiy 
exciting  period  of  our  history.  Not  only  were  the  tinanws  of 
the  country  in  u  very  unsatisfactory  condition,  but  the  jdans  for 
improving  tliem  were  various ;  and  npon  tin's  subject  public 
sentiment  was  very  nnich  divided  and  party  feeling  very  strong. 

At  tliat  time  the  facilities  for  obtaining  information  were 
greatly  inferior  to  tliose  we  liave  now.  There  was  not  a  news- 
])a]»cr  pubb'slicd  in  tlie  county,  and  only  twof  in  the  State,  and 
very  few  copies  of  these  found  their  way  into  the  families  of 
I'itfsfonl.    It  was  not  fio  dilKcult,  therefore,  for  crafty  politi- 

•  A  iiliiilliir  (iiithrriik  lind  occurred  in  Windsor  County. 

t  Al  iliiil  llinr  llii-  Vi  riiionl  Gazette  was  publinlicd  nt  IJcnnlufjtou,  nnd  the  Ver- 
monl  Jouruul  ul  WinUnur. 
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cinns  to  ninnufacture  h  Icx'nl,  public  sentiment  for  or  ngninst  a 
public  uicnsure.  Tiie  people  of  Pittsford  in  coinnjon  witli  tlio 
citizens  of  other  j)ortions  of  tlie  State  were  in  tlebt,  and  sufl'er- 
ing  <;reatly  fnxn  an  almost  worthless  currency;  yet,  that  they 
would  have  risen  in  reb.ellion  against  the  government,  had  they 
not  been  njisinfornied  and  perversely  inllucnced,  we  are  not 
]»repared  to  admit.  The  man  who  of  all  others  did  most  to 
j)romote  n  sjiirit  of  discontent  and  rebellion  in  Fittsford  was, 
undoubtedly,  Jonathan  Fassett.  He  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers, a  large  land-holder,  quite  loquacious,  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  transaction  of  the  public  business,  and,  up  to  this 
time,  upi)earrt  to  have  had  the  confidence  of  his  townsmen,  by 
reason  of  which  ho  had  three  times  represented  them  in  the 
General  Assembly'  of  t)ie  State,  and  had  but  recently  been 
elected  for  a  fourtli  term.  He  had  also  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Feacc  and  County  Judge.  It  is  not  our  purpose 
to  discuss  liis  motives,  whether  honest  and  conscientious,  or 
selfish  and  vindictive;  but  tluit  he,  by  his  personal  influence 
and  j)ublic  harangues,  did  more  tlnin  any  other  to  array  the 
peojde  of  the  town  against  tlie  Court,  there  is  no  room  for 
do\ibt.  It  is  creditable  to  those  whom  ho  had  deceived  tluit 
their  minds  were  open  to  conviction,  and  that  as  soon  as  con- 
vinced of  their  error,  they  deplored  the  course  they  had  taken, 
and  became  law-abiding  and  law-sustnining  citizens ;  while  the 
man  who  luid  deceived  them  and  been  the  j)riiicipal  cause  of 
their  disgrace,  never  afterwards  received  nmch  favor  at  their 
hands. 

Tlio  Court  showed  great  <li-«(-rimination  in  ])assing  judgment 
upon  the  iuKiirrectionists,  and  wiiih-  th(!  majority  of  those  con- 
victed were  discliarged  on  the  ]>aynicnt  of  a  mere  iK)minal  fine, 
Jonathan  FasHctt  was  re<pnred  to  disgorge  the  sum  of  £25, 
nioro  than  doul)le  the  amount  demanded  of  any  otlicr  Fittsford 
man.    But  tliis  was  not  the  wliole  of  his  punisliment,  as  will 
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be  seen  by  tlie  following  extract  from  the  jounml  of  tlio 
proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly,  ftt  its  next  session  in 
Febniary  following. 

"  Jb  the  ironorahle  General  Assembly  now  sitting  in  Ben- 
nington by  adjournment : 

Gideon  Brownson,  Esq.,  complaining,  saith,  that  Jonathan 
Fnssett,  Esq.,  of  Tittsford,  in  the  county  of  Kutland,  and  Rop- 
resentjitivc  to  this  Assembly  for  said  town  of  Pittsford,  for  the 
l)rcsent  year,  hath,  during  and  since  the  session  of  this  Assem- 
bly in  October  la.'^t,  by  seditious  speeches  misrepresenting  the 
proceeding  of  this  Assembly  at  their  oaid  session,  among  tl>e 
good  people  of  this  State,  endeavored  to  influence  the  minds  of 
the  citi/x'us  of  this  State  against  the  proceedings  of  this  Assem- 
bly, at  their  said  session,  and  did  excite  them  to  mutiny,  riot 
and  sedition  against  the  laws  and  government  of  this  State; 
and  did,  on  the  thiixl  Tuesday  of  November  last,  excite,  encour- 
age, aid  and  abet,  a  large  number  of  the  inhttbit^ints  of  tho 
county  of  Kutland,  then  notoriously  and  seditiously  nssem- 
bled  at  said  Rutland  to  oppose  the  sitting  of  tho  County 
Court  for  tlie  county  of  Rutland,  then  and  there  to  be  holdeu 
according  to  law  ;  all  which  conduct  of  the  said  Jonathan 
Fassett  is  contrary  to  and  in  violation  of  a  duty  and  obligation 
of  n  member  of  this  House;  your  complainant  therefore  moves, 
that  intjuiry  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  the  said  Jonathan, 
and  he  dealt  with  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
this  House. 

(Signed)  G.  Bkownson." 

I'hc  (jucstioii  being  jnit  to  Mr.  Fassett  whether  he  plead 
giulty  or  not  guilty  to  said  (!omi)laint,  he  answered  not  guilty. 
And  on  motion  made,  and  agi'eed  to  by  !Mr.  Fassett,  Ordered, 
That  Wi'diicsday  morning  of  next  week,  at  the  0]>ening  of  tho 
House  in  the  morning,  be  assigned  to  take  said  complaint  under 
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considoriitioii ;  ami  that  Mr.  Fnssi-tt  l>e  Husponded  until  tlint 
tiino  {rom  tnkiiijj  his  sout  in  this  House;  and  that  the  State's 
Attonu'V,  for  the  county  of  Kntland,  be  requested  to  bring 
forward  the  evidence  to  su]>i>ort  said  complaint. 
Wednesday  Fcbniary  28,  ITST. 

ALrreeable  to  order,  the  house  took  inider  consideration  the 
complaint  of  Col.  ]iro\vnson  against  Joinithan  Fassctt,  Esq., 
vhich  was  read,  and  ^Ir.  Fassett  not  appearing,  the  evidence 
in  support  of  the  complaint  being  heard,  the  question  was  put, 
whetlier  sjud  complaint  is  su])i)orted,  and  tliat  Jonathan  Fassett, 
Esq.,  be  expelled  from  his  seat  as  a  mend)er  of  this  House  ? 
The  yens  ami  nays  on  the  question  were  required  by  Mr.  Free- 
man, they  stand  as  follows,  viz.: 

Yenfi  —  Mr.  Dewey,  'Mr.  Goodrich,  !Mr.  Gardner,  Mr. 
Speaker,  ^Mr.  O.  Smith,  ^Mr.  Cantield,  JNIr.  Brownson,  Mr. 
Gray,  Mr.  Sluddon,  ^Ir.  JJristol,  ^Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Chipnmn, 
Mr.  J.  Burt,  ^Mr.  Marvin,  Mr.  llandall,  Mr.  Merrinum,  Mr. 
Marsh,  Judge  Ward,  Mr.  Iligley,  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Asabel 
.Sn)ith,  Mr.  Mott,  :Mr.  C.  Carpenter,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  ]J.  Burt, 
Mr.  Frccnnm,  Mr.  Bridgman,  l^fr.  Clark,  Mr.  Spaulding,  Mr. 
Jewet,  ^fr.  Taylor,  Air.  Wells,  Mr.  Briggs,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr. 
Cook,  Mr.  Aiken,  Air.  Hudson,  Air.  Burgiss,  Captain  Ward, 
Mr.  li.  lirown.  Air.  Uisltee,  Air.  JIul)])ard,  Air.  ])avison.  Air. 
Brigham,  Afr.  Ilcald,  Air.  J^mmons,  Air.  Weld,  Air.  Abida 
Smith,  Air.  (ireen,  Air.  Cossccn,  Mr.  J.  ('arpcnter,  Afr.  Bark- 
hurst,  Air.  Jiliss,  Air.  Roslirooks,  Air.  Steel,  Air.  Bartholomew, 
Air.  Hall,  Air.  1'.  Brown,  Mr.  Ferris,  Air.  S.  J^ine,  Air.  Loid, 
Air.  J.  Lane,  Air.  Pierce,  Air.  Hultcrficld. 

So  it  pimsed  unanimously  in  tlie  alliniiative. 

"'riiursdny,  Alarch  1,  1787. 

Air.  Chipman,  State's  Attorney  for  tlic  county  of  Rutland, 
presented  a  bill  of  cost  on  the  comj)lniiit  against  Jonathan 
Fassctt,  Esq.,  as  follows: 
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Two  Sul>iKTMms,  0 

Serving  ditto  on  Esq.  Dniry  and  Mr.  ^[oulton,  3 

Cost  of  taking  dqw.'^itions  tii.xcd  by  Ksij.  Dnirv,  0 
Esq.  Drnrv's  travel  70  miles  and  Mr.  i^foulton's  travel,  1 

SnbpaMia  and  serving  on  Col.  Clark  and  others,  0 

Four  witnesses  atfcndanoo  one  day  oaeli,  0 

Attorney's  fees,  1 

Attondanee  eight  days,                         _  0 

Clerk's  fees,  0 

£9—10—7 

"Whereupon  the  General  Assembly 

Jicffolved,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  Darius  Chij)man, 
Esq.,  £.9:  10:  7.  in  hard  money  orders,  for  cost  of  iirosccuting 
tlio  impeachment  against  Jonathan  Fassett,  Esq.,  and  that  ho 
pay  the  same  to  the  several  persons  that  the  sjime  is  duo  to. 

Jiemlved,  That  Jonathan  Fassett,  Esq.,  pay  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  State  the  sum  of  nine  potmds  ten  shillings  and 
seven  ])once,  lawful  money,  as  cost  of  prosecution  on  au 
impeachment  exhibited  to  this  Assembly  againt  him,  by  Col. 
Gideon  Urownson ;  and  that  the  State's  Attorney  for  the 
cotmty  of  Rutland,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  collect 
the  same  of  tlie  said  Jonathan  Fassett,  and  pay  the  same  into 
the  treasury  of  this  State." 

On  tlio  first  Tuesday  of  January,  1787,  The  votes  on  the 
eslnblislinient  of  a  ]5ank  were  as  follows:  Yeas  450,  Nays 
2197.  On  tlio  i)assago  of  a  General  Tender  Act,  Yeas  150, 
Kays  SSI. 

'Y\n\  votes  in  tlie  Town  of  Pittsford  were  for  the  cstal)lish- 
ment  of  a  l?!ink  against  a  Bmik  25;  For  a  General  Tender 
Act  none,  against  such  an  Act  38. 

During  the  latter  part  of  this  period  an  event  occurred 
which  was  lung  n  inenibered,  and  should  be  recorded  that  those 
v?ho  now  hve  may,  by  comparison,  better  appreciate  the  bless- 
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ings  wliich  nro  luvinliod  upon  tlicm.  The  yenr  1 788  wns  noted 
for  a  severe  fiunino  wliicli  prevailed  tlirougliont  Vermont,  eomo 
other  parts  (»f  Now  Eiif^hind  and  Canada.  It  is  tlnis  dewril)ed 
by  one*  then  livinjj  in  this  to^^^^,  and  prohahly  one  of  the  very 
few  now  livijij^  wlio  have  any  jiersonal  knowledge  of  it : 

"There  wius  at  that  time,  eommencing  m  soon  as  April  and 
lasting  until  harvest,  a  scarcity  of  bread  which  cjivised  great 
Buffering  throughout  Vermont,  the  newer  parts  of  New  York 
nnd  Canada.  !Mo8t  of  the  people  had  one  cow  and  n  pair  of 
oxen.  The  juisture  wius  the  woods  after  the  first  of  May.  The 
plains  had  been  burned  over  a  few  years  before  this,  and  the 
Lord  sent  us  that  year  a  wonderful  croj)  of  wintcrgrcen  berries 
to  begin  with,  and  then  strawberries,  raspberries  and  black- 
berries in  succession.  There  were  a  few  families  in  town  that 
had  n  competency,  but  only  n  few,  and  these  imparted  to  others 
and  put  tlieir  own  families  upon  rations  to  keep  others  from 
starving.  Children  were  dispersed  through  the  day  to  obtain 
berries,  and  the  cow  would  give  us  some  milk  at  night,  and  a 
liandfnl  of  berries  to  a  ])erson  or  child,  and  a  small  piece  of 
bread  baked  in  a  pan,  for  it  would  not  do  to  have  a  loaf  of 
broad,  as  it  would  bo  in  danger  of  being  devoured  at  once. 
But  the  good  mother  would  take,  at  every  meal,  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  flour,  just  CJiough  to  make  o!ic  cuke,  that  would  bo 
faithfidly  divid(!d  aTid  the  rest  must  be  nuide  up  with  milk  and 
berries  and  this  nmst  answer  for  two  meals;  and  for  dinner  wo 
had  greens  and  sometimes  a  snudl  allowance  of  meat  with  a 
few  mouthfidsof  l)read.  lint  many  families  were  without  bread 
or  meat  for  weeks.  Tlic  matx-riul  for  bread  was  not  in  the 
country ;  no  money  could  ])rocur(;  it  bccaiise  it  was  not  here. 
Corn  was  brought  from  Virginia  to  'J'roy,  and  from  thence  to 
I'ittsford  in  an  ox  (;art,  on  such  a  road  iis  a  new  country  fur- 
nished. A  team  would  go  and  return  in  about  ten  days  and 
bring,  with  two  yokes  of  oxen,  twenty-live  buhhcls  of  Southern 

*  Rot.  Blmcon  Farmelc«. 


THE  FAinNE. 


263 


corn.  One  man — I  will  not  call  his  name  for  he  is  dead,  and 
I  hope  in  heaven,  for  he  expected  to  go  there,  but  he  was 
rather  a  selfish  man — brought  a  number  of  bushels  of  old 
wheat  to  nn'll  after  harvest,  and  niy  grandfather,  who  was  then 
the  miller,  gave  this  man  a  severe  reproof  for  koej>ing  his 
wheat  when  his  neiirnbors  were  starviuir.  His  excuse  was  that 
he  did  not  think  it  good  tn-onomv  to  thrash  new  wheat  as  soon 
as  it  goes  into  the  l)arn.  Multitudes  were  offering  to  labor  for 
tlicir  board.  There  were  not  many  in  that  town  that  were  as 
nnich  straiglitened  as  many  in  neighboring  towns.  In  Chitten- 
den, Pittsiield  and  newer  towns,  and  nearer  the  mountains, 
they  suffered  more.  In  some  places,  such  was  the  severity  of 
the  famine  that  many  could  accomplish  but  little  labor,  and 
they  had  forebodings  lest  another  year  would  be  more  distress- 
ing than  the  present.  Let  us  now  cast  our  eyes  abroad  and 
institute  a  comparison  of  the  present  condition  of  our  country 
with  the  state  of  things  that  wo  witnessed  in  our  country  tlien. 
Then  our  <;ountry  was  comparatively  a  wilderness,  and  now  it 
is  a  fruitful  field.  Then  we  had  cabins,  but  now  temples  ;  then 
corduroy  roads  and  now  rails.  Then  it  was  long  trust,  and 
often  imprisomncnt  for  debt,  now  the  latter  is  not  allowed,  and 
m  a  rule  it  is  ready  pay.  Men  now  fail,  and  are  reckless  and 
imprudent,  but  there  is  no  difficulty  if  wo  liave  not  bread 
enough  in  Vermont  or  New  York,  we  can  go  to  Iowa,  Texas 
or  Calirorniu  for  it,  and  it  need  not  cost  us  very  dear.  God 
has  Idcsscd  our  land  with  plenty  and  with  means  of  obtaining 
it  from  any  secttion,  and  we  are  a  very  wicked  ix!0])le  if  we  are 
not  tnily  thankful  for  these  blessings  scattered  broadcast  over 
the  land." 

Tli(!  writer  of  the  foregoing  extract  feels  confident  that  tho 
famiiK!  wiLs  in  17HS,  though  we  find  some  writers  assert  that 
it  was  in  17S!»,  and  others  that  it  was  in  1790. 

"  'i'lie  wurcity  was  attributed  to  the  too  rai)id  filling  uj)  of 
the  countj-y.    The  few  who  bad  made  clearings  and  brought 
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tlieir  Iniul  into  a  Ptnto  <>f  cultivntioii,  were  not  able  to  i-aiso 
provisions  sufficient  to  sustain  tlieniselves,  and  all  those  wlio 
•were  so  constantly  seeking;  to  settle  licrc,  from  the  older 
States."*  Ths  was  a  serious  condition,  and  was  made  still 
more  so  hy  the  dithculty  of  transporting  provisions  from 
abroad. 

In  connection  with  the  In'story  of  tin's  tiTinp^  period,  some 
notice  should  be  taken  of  Ebeiu'zer  Drury,  Esq.,  a  ihan  of 
Inrj^e  heart  Jind  unconiinon  benevolence,  and  whose  syinpathie& 
cinbra<XHl  the  needy  of  all  classes,  lie  was  not  in  affluent  cir- 
cumstances, but  he  was  read}',  at  all  times,  to  divide  his  "stafF 
of  life"  with  his  stifferin;;  nei<;hbors.  He  nuide  a  special  eftbrt 
to  learn  the  (iirctimstance  of  every  family  in  the  townshiji,  and 
ho  not  only  imparted  to  the  needy  from  his  own  stores,  but  ho 
collected  from  his  wealthier  neighbors  aiul  distributed  among  tho 
dostituto.  Almost  every  day  ho  could  be  seen,  on  horseback, 
convoying  packages  of  jirovisions  to  families  in  straightened 
cinrumstances.  By  reason  of  theso  acts  the  trials  of  nuiny  wero 
greatly  mitigated,  and  they  were  enabled  to  jiass  through  this 
period  of  fann'ne  without  siiflering  the  ]>angs  of  starvation. 
By  such  deeds  ^Ir.  Dnuy  merited  ami  received  the  gratitude  of 
the  i)eople  of  the  town. 

•  liUtory  of  Salbbury. 
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CHAPTER  Yll. 

Iininiijrants  and  ilic'ir  jA)C(itiont<  cotitiiiKcd  ;  Kxtracts  from 
the  I\'oj)ri€tonC  Jit  con/ti ;  tSctilcmfut  of  the  Land-t  'itlc 
Controx^erxy ;  Vii'inont  admitted  into  the  Union;  2\oj- 
inentofm^,(m.  171)0—1800. 

Duritifx  tlio  next  ton  3'cnr8,  tlio  iii^itiition  occtasioned  1)}'  tlio 
Avar  linviiif;  Kulwided,  llio  jKiiiulutioii  of  tlie  town  wpiit  on  griul- 
iially  increasing,  wliilc  new  openin<;8  wore  o(>ntinually  made  in 
tlio  forest,  u  greater  l)rea(ltli  of  soil  was  lirouglit  under  tlio 
influence  of  Inisbnndry,  and  the  niacliiner}'  (if  civil  govorniuent 
•was  moving  grncofiilly  along..  This  j)rofi])ofoiis  state  of  things, 
coinhined  with  the  natural  fertility  of  soil,  made  the  towjiship 
n  desirahle  one  for  (Miter])risiiig  young  itien,  who  wished  to 
make  jdeasant  homes  for  themselves  in  some  ]>romising  region. 

Anjong  tlie  mnnher  who  located  here  in  17!K>,  we  find 
Abraham  J)niry,  John  AVfK)dward,  Sanutel  Copley,  I'hineas 
Hammond,  Abraham  Carpenter,  Adget  I.athro])  and  Kathan 
J>.  (iraham. 

Abraham  Drury  was  a  nej>how  of  Kbenezer  Dnu-y  and 
grandson  of  Daniel  J)nn-y  of  Shrewsbury,  ^lass.,  but  his 
father's  christian  name  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain,  lie 
was  born  in  ShrcMsliury,  came  to  I'ittsford  in  ITl'O,  and  ])ur- 
<'has(d  the  westerly  half  of  the  Joshua  AVoodward  farm,  or 
what  constitutes  the  farm  now  owned  by  Krank  1*.  I'arncs. 
Tlx*  r<)ad  at  tluit  lime,  it  will  be  remembered,  passed  consider- 
ably to  the  west  of  the  ])resent  road  and  ab(»ut  sixty  rods  south- 
west of  flu-  present  i-esidence  of  Mr.  IJarnes,  ma<le  a  sliort  turn 
from  a  houthweslerly  to  a  southcuislerly  direction  and  U])on  that 
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cornrr  ^Ir.  DmrN'  built  a  liousc*  lie  niarricd  Abijjnil,  dnufjli- 
tcr  of  .Fuslum  Morse,  niul  resided  there  till  1804,  when  he  built 
the  house  now  owned  by  Mr.  Barnes  on  tlie  present  road.  Ilia 
■wife  Abipiil  (hVd  about  tlie  year  1800,  and  he  married  Lucy, 
<iau<;litor  of  Aldjah  Tucker,  [March  8,  1802.  He  afterwards 
moved  to  the  State  of  Ohio  where  lie  died. 

Calvin  Dnu'v,  the  second  son  of  Ebcnezer,  was  bom  in 
Tenjpleton,  MjisS.,  May  8,  17G5,  canie  to  Pittsford  with  other 
members  of  his  l^itlier's  family,  and  married  Azubiji,  daughter 
of  llcv.  Eleiucr  Jiarwood,  about  the  year  1790.  He  located 
ou  the  homo  farm  upon  which  lie  l)uilt  a  house  which  stood 
about  tlireo  rods  north  of  the  lipuse  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of 
tlio  late  Austin  Andrews.  His  wife  Azubia  died  abovit  1824, 
and  ho  nnirried  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob  Weed,  Sejjtcmber 
22,  1825.  ]Io  wW  industrious,  frugjil,  of  sound  judgment, 
and  took  a  deep  i^itcrcst  in  everything  pertaining  to  tlio  pros- 
perity of  tlio  town  \i\\d  tlio  Christian  Church. 

John  Woodwar^l  wns  the  eldest  son  of  Josliua,  of  whom 
Bomo  account  luw  |)een  given.  AVe  find  but  little  u]>on  the 
records  relating  to^he  Woodward  family,  and  it  is  not  known 
to  the  writer  whcro  any  mcniber  of  it  now  lives.  Jolin  was 
probalily  born  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  before  his  parents  moved 
to  l'itt<*ford,  since  he  was  old  enough  to  take  an  «ctivc  ])art  in 
tlio  Kevohilionary  war,  m  hna  appeared  in  the  account  of  that 
struggle.  Jle  married  and  located  on  tlie  homestead  with  his 
mother,  his  father  having  been  killed  in  the  war.  He  had  two 
brothors,  Joshua,  Jr.,  and  Amos,  botli  of  whoso  interests  in 
the  home  farm  he  bought  in  February,  1 71t2 ;  flic  lormer  at 
that  time  resided  in  Ilarkmore,  N.  V.  John's  first  wife  died, 
and  he  married,  for  a  second  wife,  a  daughter  of  Abijali  Tucker, 
lie  resided  in  the  house  built  by  his  father  till  the  year  1802, 
Avhen  he  built  and  began  to  occupy  the  house  now  owned  by 
('.  Howell.    A  few  years  later  he  moved  fo  New  "^'(jrk. 

*  Tbo  land  on  wLlcb  Uio  bonao  tloixl  «m  purcbuud  of  Jouliuu  Moree. 
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Samuel  Copley  resided  in  Pittsford  some  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years,  but  we  know  nothiiig  of  his  early  life  or  residence.  He 
purchased  eighty-ei<;lit  acres  of  land  of  .Tosiali  Eddy,  and  this 
appears  to  liavc  included  the  soutli  ]>art  of  Eddy's  home  farm. 
In  the  deed  Copley  is  said  to  be  of  Clarendon.  He  resided  in 
a  house  which  he  built  about  thirty  rods  south  of  the  residence 
of  I^fr.  Eddy,  and  a  little  southeast  of  Abraliam  Drury's.  llo 
moved  to  the  State  of  New  York  about  the  year  1804. 

Phincas  Hammond  was  the  second  son  of  Djim'cl,  of  New- 
ton, and  wiis  born  June  4,  1755.  About  the  year  1700,  ho 
cjxme  to  Pittsford,  but  it  does  not  a])pcar  that  ho  bought  any 
real  estate  till  sonie  years  later,  lie  married  and  resided  a  few 
yeai*8  in  the  house  built  or  repaired  by  Caleb  Ilendee,  Jr.,  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  A.  and  J.  Richardson  ;  he  afterwards 
occupied  a  house  which  stood  in  what  is  now  Abraham  Owen's 
garden.    Later  still  he  went  to  New  Orleans  where  lie -died. 

Abraham  Carpenter  was  born  in  Rehobotli,  Mass.,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1739,  and  in  the  French  war  lio  enlisted  in  the 
army  and  was  sent  through  the  wilderness  to  Crown  Point 
Fort,  wlicre  he  remained  through  one  summer,  acrting,  the  most 
of  that  tivic,  as  one  of  the  guard  at  that  fortress.  How  long 
he  remained  in  the  army  we  are  not  informed,  but  when  his 
term  of  service  had  expired,  he  returned  to  Rehoboth  and 
commenced  studying  for  the  ministiy.  He  mamcd  Elizabeth 
Bliss,  also  of  Rchoboth,  who  was  born  April  5,  1738,  and  after 
their  marriage  tliey  went  to  reside  in  Killingly,  Conn.,  from 
which  town  they  removed  to  Phiinfield,  N.  H.,  in  1774.  Ho 
wiiK  there  ordiiiiied  and  settled  over  a  Congregational  Church, 
tlu!  first  in  tin;  township.  From  I'lainfield  he  removed  fo 
Whipple  Hollow,  and  of  his  labors  there  we  shall  have  some- 
tliing  to  sny  hereafter. 

Adgct  Latlirop  was  the  son  of  Cyprian  and  ^fary  Lathrop, 
and  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Aug.  20,  17^.4.  lie  was  a  car- 
penter and  joiner,  and  wrought  at  Lis  trade  some  years  in  his 
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native  State,  l>nt  at  lcni:tli  caiiio  to  Pittstonl,  junrried  Martlm, 
dnujilitcr  of  .Tosliim  ^foi-se,  .Taiiuarv  13,  17!>0,  niul  lowitcd,  in 
tli'c  fall  of  the  same  yt-.-ir,  on  tlie  farm  wliicli  has  hotni  men- 
tioned, MS  liavini;  l)e(Mi  lirst  imiirove<l  bv  Adonijali  ^lontapie. 
On  the  tenth  day  of  Sejitember,  17!>2,  he  Inm^lit  of  I'cter 
Powers  the  farm  whicli  had  beeii,  for  some  years,  occnpied  and 
ininroved  hy  .lonatlnin  Fassett.  ]le  removed  to  Stafford  about 
tlio  year  1810,  and  died  there  April  10,  1840.  Mrs.  Martha 
l>atliro]i  died*  in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  1850. 

Wo  have  no  knowledtxc  of  the  aneestors  of  Nathan  13.  Gra- 
1mm.  lie  was  ])rother  of  John  A.  Graham  of  Kntland,  was 
edncated  as  a  lawyer  and  located  in  this  town  in  1790.  IIo 
ptirchased  of  James  Kwiiij^s  the  house-lot  now  owned  by  J.  A. 
Kandall,  and  built  upon  it  what  was  lon<^  known  as  the  gam- 
brcl-roof  house.  IIo  practiced  his  jirofession  hero  till  the 
spring  of  1790,  when  ho  removed  to  lioston,  !Mas8. 

"Wo  find  the  following  among  tliose  who  loctated  here  in 
1791,  viz.:  ^lilton  Potter,  Kufus  Ward,  Israel  Keith  and  sons 
— Scotland,  Daniel  and  Alfred. 

Milton  Potter  was  born  in  N(nv  Fairfield,  Conn.,  in  1703. 
Jlis  father  was  a  pliysician  and  educated  his  son  fey  the  same 
])rofession  ;  but  i\lilton  ])referre<l  tlie  life  of  a  farmer.  At  the 
ago  of  about  fourteen  Ik;  eidisted  in  the  army  and  renun'ned  in 
tho  service  till  the  dose  of  th(^  war,  taking  an  active  jiart  in 
nifiny  of  tlio  hard-fought  battles  of  tlu;  Revolutioii.  Ho  was 
one  of  the  nu*n  who  rowed  Arnold  to  the  Vulture,  on  the 
Hudson,  when  Ik;  lied  from  AVest  Point,  and  was  by  that  traitor 
delivered  over  to  t\u'.  British  as 'a  |)rls()iier  of  war,  but  was 
afterwards  set  at  liberty  by  Sir  lienry  Clinton,  who,  in  this 
instnn(;e,  had  no  sympathy  witli  Arnold's  meanness.  IIo  wit- 
nesHCfl  tho  exiiciition  of  Andre,  p)irticipate(l  in  most  of  tho 
iiiilitjirv  movements  tipon  the  Hudson  river,  and  near  the 
<-loHe  of  the  war,  received  a  ( 'a|i1iiiii's  connnission,  signed  by 

'Ubu  (iiud  fruin  tlit-  L'irci:ls  of  a  full  which  dUluculcU  her  ucck. 
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AViisliiiigton.  After  tlie  war  lie  returned  to  New  Fairfield  and 
married  Esther  Cone,  wliose  I'atlier  was  a  merchant  at  East 
lladdam,  Conn.,  and  wlio,  on  tlie  breaking  out  o\'  tlie  war,  was 
in  Livei'pool,  Enj^hmd,  with  a  cargo  ul"  mereliandise  wliieli  was 
taken  hv  the  British  government  and  eontiscated,  and  its  owner 
imprisoned.  By  the  aid  friends  lie  wiLs  released  and  retnrned 
to  America,  hut  he  had  lost  his  proju-rty.  Jle  enlisted  in 
the  army,  very  soon  after  iiis  return,  <ind  having  heen  taken 
]>risoner  1)V  the  J^ritish  he  was  (confined  in  u  sugar-house  in  the 
oity  of  New  York,  where  he  soon  died. 

Capt,  Totter  came  to  Pittsford  in  1791,  and  hought  of  Elias 
Hopkins,  Jr.,  forfy-fo»ir  acres  of  land  hounded  as  follows : 
]ieginning  at  a  hendock  stub  standing  near  the  (treat  liridge, 
on  Stephen  Mead's  north  line;  tiience  running  northerly,  with 
the  highway,  to  John  Jiarnes'  land  on  the  west  of  the  highway  ; 
thence  running  westerly  on  said  Barnes'  land  to  an  elm  stub 
imu'ked,  and  standing  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Stephen 
Maul's  land  ;  thence  southerly  on  said  Mead's  ]\m\  to  a  stake 
and  stones,  near  a  beach  staddle  marked  ;  from  thence  easterly 
on  said  ^Mead's  line  to  the  lirst-mentioned  bounds." 

!Mr.  II(>]>kins  had  mad(!  some  imi>n)vements  on  this  land, 
but  to  what  extent  is  not  now  known.  J^fr.  Potter  l»nilt  a  house 
and  barn  on  the  pla(;e,  the  former  of  which  is  still  standing, 
but  the  hitter  has  been  renuived,  and  is  iu)W  one  of  T.  I). 
Hall's  barns.  ]\Ir.  Potter  resided  in  Pittsford  till  IS'M),  when 
he  went  to  AVhiting  to  live  with  his  son  James  A.,  and  died 
tliere,  .lidy  2,  1S40. 

We  can  Icani  but  little  of  Kufiis  Ward,  tliongl!  he  is  reputed 
to  have  been  a  son  of  William,  tlu;  early  settler.  It  is  sup])osed 
that  he  married  iiI)ont  the  year  ITIH,  bnt  when^  he  lirst  located 
is  not  now  known.  It  is  certain  that  Im  owned  land  on  West 
Hill  near  llnbbanlton  liiu',  and  tliat  Ik;  ch-ared  .some  of  it, 
though  he  iicvci-  located  there.  About  th(!  year  IKOC,  he  ]«nr- 
chased  a  few  acrea  of  land  "on  the  east  side  of  the  road  leading 
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nortli  by  tiie  residence  of  Bciijainin  Stevens,  Sen.  The  house* 
in  which  he  lived  is  still  standing  on  the  high  ground  cast  of 
the  road,  and  about  eighty  rods  in  a  northeasterly  direction 
from  where  Mr.  Stevens'  house  stood.  This  lauiily  left  town 
many  years  ago. 

The  Keith  laniily  was  from  Enston,  Massachusetts.  "\Vc  nro 
informed  that  Col.  Israel  Keith  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
ITniversity,  and  that  after  leaving  the  University  he  married 
and  located  in  Boston,  where  he  accumulated  considerable 
])ropcrty.  He  cixme  to  Pitteford  in  the  summer  of  1791,  and 
purchased  of  Joseph  Hitchcock  three  acres,  which  included 
the  laiul  upon  which  the  furnace  now  stands.  The  deed  was 
dated  Aug.  3d,  and  was  "  in  consideration  of  six"  pounds 
L.  M."  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  constructed  a  furnace  and 
commenced  the  maniifacttire  of  iron,  but  did  not  remove  his 
family  to  Pittsford  till  about  the  year  1800,  when  he  lowUed 
on  the  farm  which  has  been  mentioned  as  having  been  firet 
improved  by  Jacob  AVood.  He  bought  this  jdacre  and  occu])ied 
the  house  built  by  Mr.  Weed  till  his  death  in  1821.  His  father, 
Z<<]>haniah,  came  hero,  also,  about  the  same  time,  and  located 
in  the  house  which  has  been  mentioned  as  the  residence  of 
Amasa  Weed,  now  tiu>  Cyrus  Dike  place.  The  house  in  wliich 
lie  lived  stood  seven  or  eight  roils  in  a  southwesterly  direction 
from  the  jtresent  house. 

Scotland  removed  liere  from  Kaston  in  17'.)r),  and  on  the 
4th  day  of  Jxily  lie  piirchascd  of  Col.  Keith  one-eighth  ]>art  of 
the  furnace  and  its  adjuncts,  and  became  one  of  the  tirni  of 
Keith  *fc  Co. 

Daniel  married  a  Simmons,  of  Kasfoii,  and  located  wliero 
AV.  Morseman  now  lives.  He  built  the  iiousc  now  owned  by 
Mr.  M.  in  1 800. 

Alfred  located  on  land  now  owned  by  K.  Randall.  Ho 

•  TIiIh  lioiiMO  wnB  liiiilt  liy  Al>nilinm  Owen,  Hi  ti.,  <iii  llii'  r:ii  in  now  ou  iird  l>y 
]{i('liiir(l  nnd  Clmrh'H  Uurdltt,  uiid  waa  {lualjascd  uiid  rciuuvcd  to  tu  prcHCtit 
locution  by  Mr.  Ward. 
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purcliased  this,  one  liundi'ed  aud  thirty  acres,  of  Elitha  Eicli, 
Dec.  10,  1793. 

The  men  wlio  located  hero  in  1702,  were  O/.iiis  CraMii:<on, 
Daniel  Carpenter,  Alexander  Ewiiij^s,  William  Baxter,  LuJ»er 
"Wicker,  James  Wicker,  Frederick  Wicker,  Jcrcmiali  Need- 
Jiam,  Daniel  Lee,  Oliver  Bogne,  and  Jeremiah  rowers,  Sea 

Of  the  early  life  of  Ozias  Cramj»ton  we  know  nothing.  lie 
camo  to  Pittiiford  in  17U2  and  had  the  title  of  Doctor,  biit  wo 
cannot  learn  that  he  ever  j>racti8ed  medicine.  He  married 
Anna,  danghtcr  of  John  Hitchcock,  and  resided  a  fcM*  yeai>  in 
:tlio  house  which  wjis  hnilt  and  occui)ied  by  J^Ir.  Jlitchcock 
when  he  first  came  into  the  township.  It  stood  a  few  rods 
north  of  the  house  now  owned  and  occu])icd  hy  S.  11.  Kellogg, 
Esq.  Ho  and  Joseph  Hitchcock,  his  wife's  eldest  brother, 
bought  the  grist-mill  and  one-half  of  the  saw-mill,  the  former 
built  by  Elisha  Rich  and  the  latter  by  Elisha  Adams  wlio  still 
retained  one-half  of  it.  This  purchase  was  made  of  John 
Ilot<;hem  March  9,  1792,  and  the  consideration  wjw  two  hun- 
dred pounds.  In  1800  Mr.  Crami)ton  sold  his  real  estate  in 
Pittsford  and  moved  to  Pennsylvania  where  he  afterwards 
died.  His  widow  and  three  sons  returned  to  Pittsford,  and  in  a 
few  months  she  nuirned  a  man  by  the  name  of  Crossman  and 
resided  in  the  house  standing  in  the  lot  northwest  of  the  resi- 
dencte  of  John  Hitchcock,  and  now  owned  by  H.  F.  Lothrop. 

The  fatlier  of  Daniel  Carpenter  was  born  in  England,  camo 
to  America  when  a  young  man,  married  Hannah  Necdham  and 
settled  in  Greenwich,  Mass.,  where  his  son  was  born.  The 
latter,  about  tlie  year  1775,  married  Eu(ry  Kichols  and  located 
in  South  AVill)raliam  wliere  were  born  the  following  diildren, 
viz.:  1st,  Polly,  born  Nov.  27,  177(5;  2(1,  John;  3d,  Artemas; 
4th,  Daniel ;  fjth,  Caleb;  Otli,  Lucy. 

Mr.  Carpenter  made  his  first  purdiase  in  Ladd  Hollow,* 

"1.11(1(1  H'llldw  iiicliidcd  u  purt  ol  Cbittcudcn  aud  thai  pari  of  PitUford  now 
knowu  an  Eu«l  Pitlalord. 
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Pittsford,  An<;.  11,  1TS*2.  This  puivlmso  consisted  oC  one 
luuxlml  acres  vi'  laiid,  "iMmndcd  on  the  north  liy  Nathiinicl 
Ljiid,  on  tlio  ca-st  hv  town  line;  on  the  south  l>y  tlie  (iovernor's 
ri^tt,  and  extends  so  tar  west  as  to  inchide  one  hunchvd  acres." 
Tliii  land  is  de.scriliecl  as  "lying  on  Little  Kiver  c-alled  Kast 
Kr<^k,"  and  was  j)un^hased  ot'  John  SinH)nds  of"  Leominster, 
]^IaAS.,  being  a  i)art  ot"  the  secondHlivi!sit>n  ot"  the  original  right 
of  John  Ilul)l>ard.  It  is  not  known  what  time  he  removed  hift 
family  into  Titthford,  but  probably  soon  after  he  made  his  pur- 
vhnao  here,  lie  and  Nathaniel  Ladd*  arc  rei)uted  to  have 
beoii  the  first  .two  settlers  in  Ladd  lIoH()W.  ^Ir.  Carpenter 
miide  his  first  clearing  and  built  a  log  house  about  where  Mrs, 
KJdy  now  lives,  lie  afterwards  built  u  house  farther  south, 
•where  his  son  Artemas  lived  many  yeai-s.  It  is  now  owned 
by  I),  (lould. .  !Mr.  Carpt'nter  died  in  1811. 

Alexander  Kwings,  roh  of  liev.  Alexander  Ewings  nnd 
brother  of  James,  of  whom  some  account  has  been  given,  was 
a  j)hy8ician  by  jjrofession,  lie  nuirried  and  located  in  I'ittsford 
in  17!)2.  His  first  i)urchaso  of  real  est^ite  was  on  the  2',k\  day 
of  J\Iarch,  and  it  consisted  of  the  buildings  and  two  acres  of 
landf  then  but  recently  owned  and  occujiied  by  Amos  Webster. 
It  is  evident  from  the  records  that  Mr.  AVebster  had,  at  fhiti 
lime,  built  a  house  on  tlie  southwest  corner  of  this  lot  which 
was  identical  with  the  lot  now  owned  by  the  lieirs  of"  the  late 
(icorge  15.  Armington,  M.  I).  Air.  Kwings  undoiiI)tedIy  resided 
for  u  short  period  in  the  first  house  built  by  Mr.  AVebster,  on 
the  lot  now  owned  l)y  Willard  Kaudall,  though  it  is  known 
tliat  he  afterwards  occ,u]>ied  the  newer  house  buill  on  wluit  i» 
now  known  as  Armington  lot.  About  the  year  lS01,he 
IxMight  of  Josej)h  Hooper  tlu;  ])hi(;e  now  occupied  by  .lohn  C. 
Leonard  and  resided  there  till  the  IMh  of"  AIny,  fSO;"),  when  he 

•  Mr.  I,!i<l(l  w»M  lliorc  Home  voiirH  hoforc  Mr.  Cfir|)riil«T. 

■t'l'lilx  wiiM  |iin(  liii>-cil  <)(  AliHiH  Wiiillh  of  Kliorrliaiii,  wlio  iiMicliiiNcd  It  ttio 
Hiiiiic  (Iny  of  Aiiiun  Wcbjttcr,  t<i>;<-llicr  wlUi  I wciily-'-lx  uml  two  llilrdn  luri-B  iiddl- 
lioiiul  luiid. 
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sold  nil  his  real  csUite  in  this  town,  consisting  of  twenty-two 
acres  of  land  witli  the  buildings  thereon,  to  John  Merriain,  the 
price  received  being  one  thousand  dollars.  After  disposing  of 
his  real  estate  in  Pittsford  he  removed  to  Canada,  since  Mhich 
time  we  have  lieard  nothing  from  him. 

William  Ba.xtxjr,  ivom  Rutland,  i)»ir(rhascd  of  JoKei)h  Hitch- 
cock several  acres  of  land  on  Furnace  brook,  including  one-lialf 
of  the  w»w-mill,  the  other  half  being  owned  by  Klibha  Adams. 
The  deed  wjw  dated  Ai)ril  24,  17i>2,  and  was  in  "considera- 
tion of  two  hundred  pounds,  L.  M."  lie  married  a  Buell,  of 
Kutland.  It  is  not  now  known  where  he  resided  when  he  lirst 
moved  into  the  town ;  but  in  1797,  he  was  living  in  a  snudl  house 
which  stood  about  where  Dr.  E.  II.  Drury's  house  now  stands. 
He  changed  locations  quite  often.  The  last  place  he  occui)icd 
in  this  town,  was  the  red  house  now  owned  l)y  Josiah  Leonard, 
and  standing  a  few  rods  north  of  the  one  he  occuj)ie8.  Some 
of  Mr.  Baxter's  traits  were  peculiar,  and  afforded  him  a  degree 
of  distinction.  Ho  was  very  loquacious,  and  he  had  the  faculty 
of  kee])ing  his  listeners  in  a  (continual  stale  of  laughlcr.  Ho 
removed  to  Massena,  N.  Y.,  about  the  yciir  1830. 

But  little  relating  to  the  Wicker  family  bus  been  obtained. 
Frederick,  in  his  lirst  deed  of  land  i)urclinse(l  in  this  town,  is 
said  to  have  been  "of  Easton  in  the  comity  of  Albany  and 
State  of  New  York,"  and  this  may  have  been  the  former  resi- 
dence of  his  two  brothers,  who  evidently  came  to  Pittsford 
about  the  same  time. 

Liither's  first  purcliase  was  made  by  Elijah  Herrick,  and 
conHirtt(Ml  of  one  hundred  acres  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town, 
adjf)iiiing  a  lot  owned  by  Amiusa  Ladd,  the  deed  l)eing  dated 
May  r.,  17l>2.  On  the  IStli  day  of  July,  1790,  he  ])urchaKed 
of  Nathan  Hewitt  sixty-five  acres  whi(;h  included  the  farm  now 
owned  by  M.  Jlcban.  Mr.  Hewitt  had  built  a  hoiise  on  that 
lot  and  made  some  other  improvements;  but  Mr.  Wicker  made 
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inniiy  more  improvctnents,  and  contimicd  to  reside  there  till  his 
dentil. 

Frederick  had  no  very  permanent  residence  in  the  town. 

Jnines,  on  the  13th  of  Aj)ril,  1794,  purchased  of  Steplien 
Esty  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  which  included  a  large 
proportion  of  tlie  land  recently  owned  by  tlio  Town  of  Pitts- 
ford  and  occupied  as  a  Town  Farm*  in  the  support  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  Esty  made  the  first  clearing  on  that  farm  and  built  a 
house  near  where  the  present  house  now  stands,  and  in  this  ho 
resided  nearly  two  years.  Mr.  AVicker  lived  on  that  farm 
a  few  years,  and  then  sold  it  and  left  the  town. 

James  and  Luther  were  both  religious  men,  and  preachers 
of  the  l^Iethodist  doctrine,  and  so  far  as  wo  can  learn  were 
faithful  and  devoted  Christians. 

Jeremiah  Noedham  was  born  in  South  Brimfield,  Mass., 
Feb.  20,  17G0.  Ilis  father,  Jeremiah,  also  a  native  of  tlio 
same  town  married  Elizabeth  Gardner  and  had  the  folh  wing 
children  born  there,  viz  :  Jeremiah,  Elisha,  Anna,  Charles  and 
Rebcc(m,  the  Inst  two  being  twins.  The  father  died  in  Wilming- 
ton, N.  Y.,  August,  1815 ;  the  mother  died  in  Ferrisburgh, 
Vt.,  1819. 

Jeremiah,  the  eldest  son,  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Col. 
Benjamin  Cooley  of  Pittsford,  May  31,  1792.  It  is  not  now 
known  where  ho  first  located  but  in  1797,  ho  bought  the  north 
half  of  the  farm  first  occujiied  by  Gideon  Cooley,  and  for  four 
or  five  years  resided  in  a  house  which  had  been  built  and  occu- 
pied by  Jacob  Cooley,  son  of  Gideon.  This  house  stood  on 
tl»e  west  side  of  the  road  and  about  ciglit  rods  in  a  south- 
westerly direction  from  the  house  now  owned  by  Mr.  Mead. 
In  1801,  ho  purchased  the  easterly  ])art  of  the  fiirm  first 
improved  by  his  father-in-law.    The  land  included  in  this  pur- 

*Tbta  fiirm  wiu  sold  by  the  Town  to  A.  Judson  Sinllh,  In  March,  187U. 
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chase  is  now  mostly  owned  by  Jeremiah  C.  and  Artemas  C. 
Powers,  and  has  long  been  known  as  the  Needham  fiirni.  Tho 
house  Mr.  Needham  occupied  dunng  his  residence  in  this  part 
of  the  township  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  and  about 
five  rods  from  the  easterly  end  of  the  bridge  near  Col.  Cooley's. 
The  most  of  his  time  was  devoted  to  farming,  though  he  ocwi- 
siomiUy  worked  at  shoenuiking,  a  trade  he  learned  in  his 
younger  days.  He  was  a  very  good  penman,  and  some  speci- 
mens of  his  writings  may  bo  seen  upon  tho  town  records,  ho 
having  been  employed  by  Col.  Cooley  to  do  a  part  of  his 
writing  wliile  lie  held  tho  clerkship.  On  tho  2Gth  of  June, 
ISOfi,  Mr.  Ncedluim  removed  to  North  Elba,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Daniel  Leo  was  the  grandson  of  Thomas  who  was  born  in 
London,  England,  and  possessed  so  wild  a  nature  that  his  father 
bound  him  to  a  stern  cooper  to  learn  a  trade,  hoj)ing  thereby  to 
curb  his  wild  passions  and  soften  his  nature.  Young  IvCO 
mastered  his  trade  and  it  was,  at  length,  the  means  of  saving 
his  life.  AVlien  his  term  of  service  luid  expired  he  went  to  sea, 
and  in  every  voyage  he  encountered  ditliculties.  'J'wice  ho 
wjis  shipwrecked,  and  eventually  he  was  taken  ])risoner  by 
l)irute9,  who,  when  they  learned  that  he  wjis  a  cooper,  spared 
hit,  lite  wliile  tliey  put  to  deatli  the  rest  of  the  crew,  lie  tlien 
made  a  solemn  vow  tluit  if  he  sliould  ever  get  Jisliore,  wlierever 
it  might  be,  he  would  never  again  go  to  sea.  One  niglit,  while 
in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  coast  of  Mjissachusetts,  he  managed  to 
get  into  a  boat  and  escape  to  tlie  shore.  lie  married  and  had 
two  sons,  Thomas  and  Daniel.  The  former,  wlio  figured  quite 
conspicuously  in  the  Kevolutionary  war,  was  captain  of  a  com- 
})any  of  Rangers,  and  was  afterwards  commander  of  a  regiment, 
lie  resided,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in  Rutland,  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Nahum  Johnson.  Daniel  uuirried  and 
resided  in  this  town  some  years.  He  purchased  the  confiscated 
lands  of  Roger  Stevens,  Jr.,  Oct.  10,  1792,  but  sold  them  to 
John  Barnes,  Sept.  2,  1793.     He  afterwards  purchased  of 
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Potcr  Sutljcrlnnd  tlio  Gideon  Coolcy  farm,  u|>on  which  he 
re.'^idi'd  till  he  Bold  it  to  Robert  Lovelnnd,  Ang.  29,  1798.  IIo 
left  the  town  soon  alter  this  sale. 

Oliver  I?oj;iie  was  horn  in  Farniinjjton,  Conn.,  April  13, 
1757.  In  1778,  he  married  Lncy  Derrin  of  Guilford,  who  was 
horn  Feb.  15,  17()2,  and  they  first  located  in  Farinington  ;  but 
in  !^^arc•h,  1788,  they  removed  to  Chittenden,*  Vt.,  where  tliey 
resided  lour  ycai*8.  They  then  came  to  Pittsford  and  resided 
four  years  on  the  farm  which  had  been  occupied  by  Joshua 
Morse,  and  one  year  on  the  Jonatlian  Fassett  farm.  On  the 
21  St  day  of  February,  1797,  Mr.  Bogue  bought  of  Pliilemon 
Mossey  Ully-fonr  acres;  and  on  the  25th  da}' of  September  fol- 
lowing, he  bought  of  Samuel  and  Stephen  Hopkins  fifty-one  and 
one-half  acres  which  included  the  greater  part  of  tlie  farm  now 
owned  by  Charles  Musscy.  Some  time  that  year  ho  cleared 
land  and  built  a  house  into  which  he  moved  his  family.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boguo  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  on  that 
farm.  The  former  died  February  22,  1828,  and  tlio  latter 
October  16,  1850. 

Jeremiah  Powers,!  Son.,  father  of  the  Jeremiah  who  lias 
been  mentioned,  removed  from  Greenwich  to  Pittsford  in  1792, 
and  located  in  Sugar  Hollow,  on  a  lot  of  land  now  constituting 
the  farm  owned  by  "William  Nicholas.  He  made  the  first 
improveiiuMits  on  that  farm  and  built  the  house  that  is  there. 
J I  is  wife,  Elizubetli,  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Cooley  of 
Greenwich.  Mr.  Powers  died  in  Pittsford,  June  2,  1801  j  Mrs. 
Powers  died  Aug.  17,  1823. 

Tlie  imnn'gniuts  in  1793,  were  Nathan  Hewitt,  James 
Barnes,  Bildud  Orcutt  and  Hiram  Hopkins. 

Natliim  Hewitt  was  a  native  of  Easton,  Ma«8.,  where  ho 
married  Mary  Finney  and  resided  some  y(!ars.  In  1793,  ho 
cun>e  to  Pittsford  and  bought  of  Elijah  Ilarrick  sLxty-fivo  acres 

•  The  part  cftllcd  New  Boston. 

t  Doru  111  GrocDwIcb,  Dec.  25,  1775. 
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of  laud  which  inchided  the  farm  now  owucd  by  M.  Mchnn. 
The  deed  was  dated  Juue  18th,  and  was  in  consideration  of 
£24,  L.  M.  He  built  a  log  house  on  the  north  side  of  the 
present  road  near  a  hirge  boukler,  and  removed  his  familj  hero 
in  tlie  fall  of  that  yejir, 

James  Bjirnes  spent  the  most  of  his  minority  in  New  Fair- 
field, Conn.  lie  married  Kxporiencc  Bangs  of  Caj>e  Cod,  and 
for  several  years  devoted  his  time  to  farming.  At  the  oj)cning 
of  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  entered  the  army  and  served  as 
lieutenant,  a  title  which  he  ever  afterwards  bore.  His  eldest 
son,  Ithiel,  accompanied  him  in  all  his  military  movements. 
After  the  war  he  returned  to  Now  Fairfield,  where  he  lived  till 
1793,  when  he  removed  to  Pittsford,  his  son  Ithiel  having  then 
resided  here  nearly  four  years,  lie  made  the  first  improve- 
ments, and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Griswold 
in  Wiiipple  Hollow,  but  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  ho 
resided  with  his  son-in-law,  Alfred  Buck,  and  died  there  in 
1809.  Mrs.  Experience  Barnes  died  at  her  son  Ithicl's,  in 
1825. 

Bildad  Orcutt  was  a  son  of  AVilliam  OrcJitt  who  once  resided 
near  wlierc  Cluis.  T.  Colburn  now  lives.  "We  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  his  birth-place,  but  he  came  into  the  town  with  his 
father's  family,  nuirried  Anna,  daughter  of  Elisha  Adams,  Sen., 
and  l()(rated  in  a  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  and  near 
the  residence  of  Simeon  Parmelee,  Sen.  He  i>urchascd  twelve 
acres  of  land  here,  the  deed  of  which  was  dated  Aug.  J 4, 1793, 
and  was  in  consideration  of  £G  12s.,  L.  M.  His  residence  wjis 
here  some  years,  but  being  a  carpenter  by  trade,  nnich  of  his 
time  was  spent  away  from  home  in  the  j)rosecution  of  his  busi- 
ness, lie  changed  his  dwelling  i)lace  several  times  in  this 
town,  and  at  length  removed  with  his  fajnily  to  Malone,  N.  Y. 

Ilinuii  Hopkins,  son  of  Noah,  was  born  in  Nine  Partners, 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  10,  1772.    He  married  Kuche 
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Spottcn*  of  Now  York  city,  February  3,  1793,  and  located  on 
the  Ripley  farm  in  Pittsford.  He  was  a  carjjenter  and  joiner 
by  trade  and  did  not  devote  much  attention  to  fanning,  lie 
changed  his  loc4Jtion  several  times  while  a  resident  of  Pittsford, 
and  about  the  year  1808,  moved  to  Middlebury  where  ho 
resided  some  years,  and  from  thence  he  removed  to  Rutland 
where  he  died  Nov.  23,  1847.  Mre.  Hopkins  also  died  in 
Rutland,  April  30,  1839. 

Among  those  who  came  here  in  1794,  we  find  Samuel  Fair- 
field, Stephen  Esty,  Abraham  Walker,  James  Hewitt,  Josiah 
Taft,  Samuel  Craft,  Israel  Purdy,  Benjannn  Chaffee  and  Abner 
Noedham. 

Samuel  Fairfield  was  the  eldest  son  of  Nathaniel,  and  was 
born  in  Connecticut  before  the  family  removed  to  New  Hamp- 
shire. Ho  married  Martha  Gjillop  of  Plainfield,  and  located 
on  the  homo  farm  with  his  parents. 

"Wo  can  learn  little  of  Stephen  Esty.  He  was  in  Pittsford 
as  early  as  1792,  but  we  are  unable  to  fix  liis  residence  till 
1794.  The  7th  of  August  in  that  year  ho  purchased  of 
Samuel  Williams,  of  Rutland,  tlio  farm  which  had  been  first 
improved  and  occupied  by  David  Crippen  and  afterwards  by 
his  son  Darius.f 

Abraham  Walker,  from  Brookfield,  Mass.,  purchased  of 
Roger  Stevens  the  farm  upon  which  the  latter  had  resided 
from  1770;  tho  deed  of  the  purchase  bears  date  Marcli  10, 
1794.  On  tho  21st  of  April  1795,  ho  purcluised  of  Nathan 
Osgood,  of  Rutland,  twenty-six  and  two-tliirds  a(;res  which 
incliuled  the  i>lace  in  tho  Village  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Ange- 
liue  Gorham,  together  with  a  part  of  the  farm  owned  by  S.  1). 
Winslow.    Osgood  had  obtained  tiiis  on  an  execution  against 

•  Horn  Feb.  7,  1773. 

f  D.irliiH  Crippen  hoM  IIiIh  place  to  Elliu  Wllllniiiii  wlio  Hold  il  to  Samuel,  but 
neither  of  the  lutiur  ever  resided  on  It. 
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Augustine  Hibbard  on  the  13tli  of  the  snine  month.  Wliether 
Mr.  Walker  resided  one  year  on  the  Stevens  place  is  not 
now  known,  but  soon  after  he  made  his  piircliase  in  the  Vil- 
lage he  built  and  occupied  a  house  which  stood  about  where 
Mi"s.  Gorham's  house  now  stands,  and  on  the  30th  of  August, 
179G,  he  sold  tl-.c  Stevens  place  to  his  son  Tilly,  who  occupied 
the  same  some  years. 

James  Hewitt  w.is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Rachel  (Kinney) 
Hewitt,  and  was  horn  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  Feb.  23,  1771. 
Ho  witr.e  to  Vermont  in  1787,  and  in  June,  1794,  married 
Phebc  Mead  of  Kutland,  who  was  born  Feb.  13,  1774.  On 
the  lOtii  of  November,  1795,  he  purchased  of  David  Finney 
of  Rutland,  eiglity-two  and  three-fourths  acres  of  land  which 
included  the  most  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son,  Seth  H. 
Hewitt.  After  making  a  clearing  he  built  a  house  in  which  he 
resided  till  his  death,  April  8,  1858,  Mrs.  Thcbe  Hewitt  died 
August  8,  1855. 

Josiah  Taft.  from  Doughis,  Mass.,  came  here  about  this  time, 

married  Drury.    During  his  residence  hero  he  changed 

locations  several  times.  He  resided  a  few  years  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Jeremiah  Ix?onard,  then  moved  to  a  house  whicix 
stood  near  the  turn  in  the  road  a  little  axst  of  Israel  Brewster's, 
and  finally  he  occupied  for  a  short  time  a  house  which  stood 
near  where  Seth  Hudson  now  resides.  He  died  suddenly  about 
the  year  1844. 

Samuel  Craft  was  a  tailor  by  tF*ide.  "We  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  liis  ])arenfage  or  early  life.  We  Hrst  hear  of  him  in 
17U4,  wiicn  lie  bought  of  Augustine  Hibbard  the  place  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  Alary  Barnes.  In  1797,  he  wjis  living  in  what 
WiiH  long  known  as  the  "  gambrel-roof  house"  which  stood 
where  iIk;  brick  liouse  now  stands,  owned  by  Jeflrey  A.  Ran- 
dall, and  at  the  same  time  lie  had  a  shop  in  a  part  of  the  house 
formerly  owned  liy  Klias  Ilopkinp. 

larucl  Purdy,  from  Litchtield,  Conn,,  ainjc  here  about  this 
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timp  and  locntotl  on  Iniid  now  owned  bv  D.  J.  Griffitli ;  the 
house  he  occupied  stood  n  few  rods  west  of  tlie  site  of  Mr.  G.'s 
bnrn.  After  residinj;  there  n  few  years  he  removed  to  lirnndon 
where  lie  died. 

nenjiunin  Chaffee  was  horn  in  Rehol)oth,  Mass.,  Aug.  7, 
1708.  In  early  life  he  became  n  blacksmith  and  followed  this 
occupation  many  yeai*8.  On  the  10th  of  Janiuir}',  1794,  ho 
married  Judith  Ftdler,  who  was  born  September  28,  1770,  in 
Rehoboth.  Innnediately  after  their  marriage  they  came  to 
PittKford  and  hxtated  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  their  son 
Demas.  Hero  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Mr. 
Challeo  died  Dec.  20,  1850;  Mrs.  Chaftee,  March  20,  1835. 

Abner  Noedham  came  here  in  1794,  married  Melinda, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Mead,  and  located  on  a  part  of  the 
Matson  farm.  The  house  in  which  he  resided  stood  in  what  is 
now  I.  C.  Wheaton's  pasture,  and  a  little  west  of  his  sugar 
house.  Mrs.  Necdham  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children 
before  she  was  quite  thirty-six  years  of  age. 

Among  those  who  became  residents  of  the  town  in  1795, 
•Wcro  Daniel  Warren,  Reuel  Keith,  Matthew  IIo])kins,  Alfred 
Buck,  Nathan,  Cornelius  and  Thomjis  Gibbs,  ^Tohn  Train, 
Samuel  Jones,  Jr.,  Azariah  Ncwconib  and  John  Miller. 

Daniel  Warren,  from  Massachusetts,  purchased  the  place 
which  had  l)een  first  im])r<)ved  and  occu]>ied  by  Elias  Hopkins, 
Sen.  This  purcluwo  included  one  acre  of  land  with  the  build- 
ings thereon,  and  the  deed  bears  date  Aug.  3, 1795.  Soon  after 
this  j)nrchaso  Klisha  Warren,  a  hatter  by  trade,  occuj)ied  tho 
place,  l»ut  whether  he  was  a  sr»n  or  br<»ther  of  Daniel  has  not 
cotne  to  light.  A  ])art  of  the  house  was  (tccupied  as  a  hat 
shop.  Daniel  remained  in  the  t(»wn  l»ut  a  short  time,  and 
Elisha  moved  away  about  the  year  1813. 

Reuel  Keith,  son  of  the  Tsracl  who  has  been  mentioned, 
bought  of  Ebeiu'zer  Gibl)S  eleven  acres  of  land,  "  bouJided  on 
the  north  by  hind  •which  Kathun  Webster  sold  to  Augustine 
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Hibbard,  ejist  on  the  Pine  Lots,  soutli  on  Alexiuider  Ewinj^s' 
land  and  west  on  tlie  In'fflnvav."  The  deed  bears  date  Feb- 
marv  5,  1795.  He  built  a  house  four  or  five  rods  south  of  the 
present  residence  of  lienjainin  Keni]>  and  resided  tliere  till 
about  the  year  1803,  when  he  sold  the  ]>hice  to  Dr.  "NVilliani 
Frisbie  and  became  ]m>nrietor  of  the  Webster  tavern.  He 
moved  to  8helbnrn  alnnit  the  year  1813. 

Matthew  llo]>kins,  son  of  Neheniiah,  married  Mercy,  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Mead,  Feb.  17,  175)r),  and  resided  some  months 
in  the  house  which  had  been  built  by  his  brother  Ebenezer, 
near  the  pist-nn'll.  He  and  his  brothers,  Ebene/.er  and  Martin, 
Juul,  as  eai'ly  as  1791,  purchased  the  saw-mill,  which  stood  on 
the  north  side  of  the  brook  opposite  the  grist-mill,  and  the 
mo.st  of  his  time  was  improved  either  in  the  saw-mill  or  grist- 
mill. Ho  changed  his  location  several  times  while  u  resident 
of  the  town,  luid  eventually  moved  to  the  St^ite  of  Ohio  where 
he  died. 

Alfred  IJtick,  son  of  Isjuic,  married  !Marcia,  daughter  of 
Jamc«  Barnes,  in  1795,  and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
G,  and  L.  Hendce.  He  cleared  the  most  of  the  ctdtivated 
part  of  that  fjirm,  and  fii-st  resided  in  a  log  house  on  the  east 
side  of  the  road  a  little  north  of  the  prescJit  white  cottage; 
afterwards  he  built  another  log  house  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road,  on  ground  now  occu])ied  by  the  garden.  He  built  the 
red  hoiise  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  in  1803,  and  in  this  ho 
resided  till  his  death.  May  23,  1842. 

'i'iie  (iibliH  fumily  were  from  Eastern  Massachusetts.  On 
th<!  4tli  day  of  .luly,  1795,  Kuthaii  Gibbs  i)unthase<l  of  Israel 
Keith  one  undivided  fourth  part  of  the  Furiuice  ])roperty,  both 
real  and  ]iersoiinl.  That  sjimmer  he  moved  his  family  to  I'itts- 
ford  and  resided  in  the  house  which  stood  where  the  brick 
house  now  stands.  He  carried  on  the  funuice  business  in  com- 
pany witli  his  brother,  Cornelius  Gibbs,  l^hvard  Kingman*  and 

*  Kiugiuau  wiui  ulsu  fruui  Eiintcru  MuaoocbUtiClU. 
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Laiko  Reed,  to  encli  of  whom  Keitli  deeded  one  undivided 
fotirth  piirt  of  the  furnace  i)ro}>erty.  Cornelius  and  his  brother, 
Thomas  Gil)l)8,  cnnie  here  about  this  time  and  built  a  house 
whidi  is  now  tl>e  first  south  of  the  school  house,  and  in  tliat 
the  two  fiimiUes  resided  some  years.  Nathan  Gibbs  married 
Ciu*olino  Powers  some  time  before  he  came  to  tliis  town. 
Cornelius  married  Hope  Tierce,  Nov.  25,  1803. 

Oa  the  4th  day  of  December,  1797,  Natlian  Gibbs  bought 
of  Edward  Kingman  tJie  one-fourth  interest  he  had  in  tlio 
Furnace  jiropcrty,  and  soon  after  he  bought  the  remaining  two- 
fourtiis  and  then  ho  luul  the  whole  management  of  tlie  Furnace 
business.  JIo  is  reputed  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  energy 
and  strictly  honest,  but  nmch  given  to  the  exercise  of  authority 
over  tJioso  whoni  ho  employed,  and  in  consideration  of  this 
trait  in  his  character  ho  ol>t4iined  the  appellation,  by  which  ho 
was  generally  known,  of  '*  Master  Gibbs." 

John  Train,  from  Clarendon,  bought  of  Natlian  Osgood  of 
Rutland,  two  pieces  of  land  in  Pittsford.  The  first  contained 
about  sixty  acres,  lay  oast  of  Ott^^r  Creek,  and  was  bounded  as 
follows,  viz.:  "  Bcgimiing  at  about  three  rods  from  the  gate  on 
the  bank  of  Orter  Krick  on  the  road  that  leads  to  Captain 
Potter's,  thence  north  eighty-seven  rods  to  a  beach  tree,  thence 
"VVcHt  ir><>  South  to  the  River,  thence  u})  the  River  to  the  first 
bounds."  The  second  piece  contained  about  eighteen  acres 
and  intrludcd  the  Webster  tavern.  The  deed  bears  date  April 
23,  1795,  and  wjis  in  consideration  of  £300,  L.  M.  Mr.  Train 
resided  in  the  tavern  till  about  the  year  1802,  when  he  left  the 
town. 

Sanmel  Jones,  Jr.,  from  Wallingfonl,  bought  of  Nathan  B. 
Gruham,  of  Rutland,  one  hundred  acres  of  hmd  in  Pittstbrd, 
boimded  as  follows,  viz.:  "Beginning  at  stake  and  stones  at 
Noah  Waitcj's  southwest  corner,  from  llionce  on  the  town  lino 
west,  fiv(!  digrecH  north  one  hundred  and  eighty  rods  or  more 
to  Dennis  Burgess  nortliwest  corner,  from  thence  north  five 
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degrees  Eiist  about  seventy-six  Rods  to  a  stake  and  stones,  being 
the  lialf  distance  from  the  soutli  line  of  said  lot  to  Jonatlian  "War- 
ner's sontli  line  of  his  lioinc  farm,  thence  West  two  and  a  half 
degrees  south  about  two  hundred  Rods  to  Noah  Wait's  West 
lino  to  a  stake  and  stones,  thence  Soutli  twenty  degrees  West 
about  eighty-seven  Rods  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds."  Tliis 
included  tlio  land  now  owned  by  Mr.  Dickerman.  Mr.  Jones 
made  the  first  improvements  on  tluit  farm,  and  the  house  ia 
which  he  resided  stood  some  four  rods  southwest  of  the  barns 
now  on  the  place.  The  2.')th  of  August,  1800,  he  sold  liis  farm 
to  Gardner  Powers  and  left  tlie  town. 

Azjiriah  Nowcomb,  from  Now  Haven,  Addison  County,  Vt., 
came  hero  early  in  1795,  and  rented  the  soutli  part,  (seventy- 
four  acres)  of  the  Stephen  Mead  farm  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 
Tliis  land  had  been  sold  by  Stephen  Mead  to  Caleb  Smith  who 
deeded  it  to  James  Mead  of  Rutland,  and  the  latter  conveyed 
it  by  deed,  dated  Mjirch  8,  1791,  to  Isiuic  Purdy  of  Sharon, 
Litchfield  County,  Conn.  It  appears  tliat  Purdy  sold  one-half 
of  his  interest  in  this  property  to  Nathaniel  Ruell  of  Salisbtiry, 
Conn.,  as  these  two  men  leased  it  to  Newcomb  on  the  22d  of 
January,  1795,  for  an  annual  rent  of  "  five  sliillings  L.  M." 
Newcomb  was  to  clear  and, fence  a  part  of  the  land,  and  if  it 
was  found  tliat  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years  he  had  not  received 
compensation  for  the  improvements,  Purdy  and  Jiuell  were  "  to 
make  him  full  satisfaction  for  what  should  be  wanting."  It  was 
also  stipulated  that  in  case  Newcomb  should  build  a  barn  on 
the  land  Purdy  and  Buell  shotild  find  the  nails  for  the  same. 
It  woidd  a])peur  from  the  records  that  Purdy  came  hero  with 
his  fannly  soon  after  ho  purchnsod  this  land  in  1791,  and  quite 
likely  built  the  house  which  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  road 
leading  to  Anthony  Phillips'  and  a  few  rods,  oidy,  east  of  tho 
brook.  How  long  he  remained  here  is  uiiknown,  but  j>robal)ly 
not  more  than  two  or  tliree  years.  It  is  supposed  that  N(  w- 
comb  occupied  that  place  only  three  or  four  ydars,  as  it  is 
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knowl  tlmt  in  1799,  he  wm  li\nng  in  the  lioutH)  wliich,  at 
tlint  time,  8t()o<l  on  the  Imnk,  near  wliero  11.  V.  Lothrop's  south 
bnrn  now  Ktnndn.  He  wjis  tJien  cniployt'd  to  iittenti  Col. 
(^>oloy'H  wiw-nnll*  wliicli  stotxl  on  the  south  side  of  tlie  bruok 
ojjpoHifo  the  houne.  At\er  Newconib  left  the  jilace  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Creek,  the  house  in  which  lie  hud  lived  was  sold  to 
John  liarnos,  and  it  is  now  Nelson  Loveland's  horse  barn.  The 
barn  which  was  built  by  Newconib  was  sold  to  Pet<;r  Rice  and 
is  now  one  of  the  buildings  on  the  fann  owned  by  Ransom 
liurditt.t    Newconib  left  Pittstbrd  about  the  year  1806. 

John  IMilier  came  here  in  1795.  Wc  have  no  knowledge 
of  his  birth-]»lace.  He  bought  forty-five  acres  of  Gideon 
Coolcy,  Jan.  30,  1795,  which  land  wjis  located  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road  and  directly  south  of  the  present  resident*  of 
William  ^Mitchell.  The  most  of  this  land  is  now  owned  by 
Newell  Leonard.  lie  built  a  log  house  which  stood  some 
twenty  rods  south  of  the  jiresent  residence  of  Mr.  Leonard.  A 
^liss  Mary  Buell  kejit  his  house  for  him  till  Jan.  28,  1828, 
when  they  decided  to  become  husband  and  wife,  and  they  were 
accordingly  joined  in  marriage  by  Samuel  IF.  Kellogg,  Esq. 
Mr.  Miller  died  about  the  year  1833.  Mra.  Miller  died  some 
time  aftcrwiinls  at  Hawkins  Hartie. 

Among  those  who  settled  here  in  1790,  were  John  Lampson, 
Samuel  Morgan,  Anthony  Hutler,  Noadiah  Deming,  William 
Sanders,  J<thn  Penfidd,  Richard  ^l.  Powei-s,  'J'imothy  Jeiiner, 
Jonathan  IL'iidee,  Isaac  Matsoii,  Jr.,  Tilly  Walker,  William 
W.  JJurlow  and  Jacob  Pliilli])s. 

.loliii  Lani]>soii  from  (trcciiwich,  Mass.,  piircbaKcd  of  Elea- 
zcr  AVanicr  tlie  farm  upon  wliicli  the  latter  first  sctllcd,  in  what 
is  now  known  as  Sugar  Hollow.  'J'lic  deed  was  in  considera- 
tion of  XI 'iO,  L.  M.,  and  dated  I  )ccciiib(  r  'JO,  1790.  Ho 
nv.idcd  there  till  about  the  year  1S3(),  when  he  sold  his  real 

"'I'lilfi  mill  w.iM  <iinir(I  iiwny  l>y  llir  Irc-lict  of  Ibll. 
t  Tliu  luud  viuo  Bold  to  8u-i>licu  .Mead,  Jr. 
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estate  in  this  to^^^l  and  removed  to  the  Stnte  of  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  Morgan,  eon  of  Israel,  honglit  of  Ithiel  Field  one 
hundred  at^res  of  land  in  this  town,  December  9,  1793.  This 
included  what  is  now  the  farm  owned  hv  .lames  I).  Butler.  lie 
made  a  clearing,  huilt  a  house  and  married  lictsey,  daughter  of 
Noheniiali  Whipple,  in  1790.  He  resided  in  this  town  till 
1812,  when  he  renu>ved  to  Rutland  and  died  there  in  \SW. 

Anthony  liutler  was  born  in  lioston,  !Mass.,  in  17(>8,  beejimo 
n  hatter,  manned  . I  crush  a  Hill  and  settled  in  Hardwick.  Ho 
bec4inu)  a  resident  of  tliis  town  in  179(>,  though  he  purchased 
no  real  cstwto  till  the  10th  of  January,  1797,  when  he  bought 
of  Jonathan  Sweet  one  hundred  acres,  "being  the  iirst  division 
of  the  original  right  of  Andrew  Powers."  This  included  the 
most  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Allen  ]\Iills,  but  was  then  sub- 
ject to  the  incumbrance  of  a  lease  given  to  David  Gitchell, 
dated  Marcli  12,  1790,  which  lease  gave  to  said  Gitchell  the 
privilege  of  flowing  a  part  of  said  land  for  the  use  of  a  grists 
mill.  Mr.  Butler  sold  this  farm  to  Samuel  Fairfield  and  moved 
to  Oxford,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  February,  1847. 

Noadiah  Doming  was  born  in  Connecticut.  He  was  a 
Boldier  in  the  Revolutioiuiry  war,  and  having  been  taken  ])ris- 
oner  by  the  Indians  wm  carried  to  Canada,  but  was  kindly 
treated.  lie  was  permitted  to  mingle  freely  witli  the  tribe, 
and  he  there  became  fann'liar  with  their  habits  and  (uistoms. 
lie  also  carefully  studied  their  practice  of  medicine.  Mr, 
Doming  wjifl  eventually  released  from  captivity  and  retunu'd  to 
Conne<tticut,  but  in  1790,  he  ])in"chased  of  Abraham  Drury,  of 
this  town,  thirty-nine  and  tliree-fourths  acres  of  land,  the  deed 
being  dated  May  28th.  Tin's  purchase  included  a  part  of  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Simeon  Pannelce,  and  Mr.  Deming  built 
a  house*  some  ten  rods  east  of  tlie  jircsetit  residence  of  ^Ir. 
Parmelee."  lie  practiced  to  some  extent  the  ]n<lian  system  of 
medi(;inc  and  therel)y  ol)tained  the  title  of  Dcjctor.    He  died 

•  Tbls  house  WM  burnt  In  1801. 
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at  the  residence  of  liis  son-iji-law,  Bcnjtunin  Cornish,  tlien 
residing  in  Whipple  Hollow. 

Williiun  Sanders  was  an  Englislunnn  by  birth,  but  cnme  to- 
this  country*  when  quite  young,  and  bewune  a  caqicntcr  and 
joiner.  lie  canic  to  this  town  at  length  and  purchased  of  Tim- 
othy Iligley  what  is  now  the  farm  owned  by  Marshall  Thomas. 
The  deed  wixs  dated  Febnuiry  11,1 796,  and  was  in  considera- 
tion of  £55,  L.  M.  lie  married  a  Mrs.  Soule  and  resided  hero 
till  about  the  year  1S04,  when  he  sold  his  farm  to  Nathan 
AVhitmore  and  moved  to  Canada. 

John  Penfield  was  l)orn  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  Novem- 
ber 6,  1747,  and  in  1770,  nuirried  Eunice  Ogden  who  was 
born  in  Fairfield  in  1753.  lie  served  some  months  in  the 
liovolufionary  war,  and  in  1795,  he  came  to  Pittsford  and 
bought  of  Ebenezer  Hopkins  the  grist-mill  built  by  Nehemiah 
Hopkins,  Sen.,  and  some  land  in  the  vicinity,  the  deed  being 
dated  September  7,  1795.  The  following  Febnuiry  ho  moved 
his  family  into  this  town  and  resided  in  the  house  now  owned 
by  AVilliam  Jl.  Shaw.  In  December  following  ho  opened  a 
j)ul)lic  house  which  he  kei)t  till  1811. 

Kichard  M.  Powers,  son  of  Jeremiah,  formerly  of  Green- 
wich, Mass.,  was  Itorn  Dcccmltcr  25,  1775,  and  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1790,  ho  mjirried  Polly  Carpenter  who  was  born  in 
South  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  Nov.  27,  1775,  but  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage  was  residing  in  her  father's  family  in  Chittenden, 
Vt.  Mr.  Powers  had  resided  in  Pittsford  three  or  four  years 
before  his  nuirriage,  and  in  1795,  he  i)urciuised  the  land  and 
coimuenced  imi)rovements  on  what  has  since  l)een  known  as 
the  Wright  j)lace,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  near  where  John 
^fay  resided.  He  built  a  house  tlicnr  in  the  fall  of  1795,  and 
tlie  next  spring  after  his  nuirriage  coinnicnccd  hoHsckecj)ing. 
On  the  3d  of  October,  1797,  he  sold  this  place  to  Robert  Wright 

•  Jle  cpcnl  BcvcTuI  j-cnru  In  New  Fulrflcid,  Couii. 
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and  soon  after  bought  tlie  James  Ewings  farm,  tlie  most  of  wliich 
is  now  owned  by  his  sons,  Jcreiniali  C.  and  Artemas  C.  Powers. 
He  resided  a  few  ^'ears  in  the  Ewings.  house,  and  then  built 
the  lionse  on  the  cast  side  of  tlie  road,  nearly  oj^jmsite  the  old 
one.  Here  lie  resided  till  his  death  February  28,  1848.  Jklrs. 
Polly  Powers  die<l  October  12,  18(>;{. 

Timothy  Jenncr,  eldest  son  of  Stephen,  mnrried  Kuth 
Ilurlbut  and  loe-ated  on  land  given  to  him  b}'  his  father.  This 
land  included  a  part  of  the  farm  now  owned  b}-  the  heirs  of 
the  lato  James  K.  Smith.  Mr,  Jenner  cleared  the  land  and 
built  a  log  house  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  about  where  Mrs. 
Smith's  garden  is,  and  in  this  he  resided  till  1803,  when  ho 
built  a  frame  house*  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  about  where 
Mrs.  Smith's  house  now  stands.  About  the  year  1815,  ho 
removed  to  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Jonathan  Ilendee,  second  son  of  Deacon  Caleb,  bought  a 
farm  which  is  now  mostly  owned  by  Roswell  Woodcock.  Ho 
built  a  house  a  few  rods  ejist  of  the  present  residence  of  David 
Ward,  married  Sarah  Squires,  daughter  of  Deacon  Caleb  Hen- 
dee's  second  wife,  ajid  resided  on  that  farm  some  years,  but  in 
1820,  he  sold  it  to  his  brother  Solomon  and  moved  to  Moriah, 
!N.  Y.  His  wife  Sarah  died,  and  he  married,  for  his  second 
wife,  a  lady  by  the  name  of  Anna  Stowe. 

Isaac  Matson,  Jr.,  son  of  Isaac  the  early  settler,  married 
nnd  located  on  his  father's  farm — the  one  now  owned  by  Isaac 
C.  WMieaton.  The  house  in  whicli  he  resided  stood  on  the 
Kouti>  side  of  the  road,  where  the  barn-yard  now  is.  He  and 
his  brother  James  bought  this  farm  of  tlieir  father  and  resided 
on  it  till  about  tlie  year  1808,  when  tliey  sold  it  to  TliomaH 
Hammond  and  moved  to  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Tilly  Walker,  son  of  Abraham,  bought  of  his  father  tlie 


•TIiIm  Ih  Ihp  brown  house  next  north  of  Mra.  Stulth'ti  rcsldcucc.  It  waa  removed 
soiuc  yean  iiluec  to  its  preoeDt  loeation. 
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E<)ger  StevciiR  pluco,  Au«;.  30,  179G,  lie  nmrried  and  resided 
on  tlinl  larin  till  about  tJic  your  1824,  when  he  moved  to  the 
iSijite  of  Now  York  where  he  soon  after  died. 

Williuui  W.  Barlow,  from  Greenwich,  Mass.,  bought*  of 
Simeon  Clifford  a  lot  of  land  lying  west  of  his  home  farm.  He 
made  a  clearing  and  built  a  log  house  in  which  he  resided  a 
few  ywirs,  and  then  Imilt  the  house  and  barn  now  on  tliat  farm 
which,  at  the  present  time,  is  owned  by  David  Mills.  He  was 
n  ship  calker,  and  some  part  of  his  time  was  6j)ent  in  Boston 
working  at  his  trade.  Jle  died  in  this  town  about  the  year 
3814.  His  father,  who  wjis  a  blind  man,  resided  with  him  a 
portion  of  the  time. 

.Jacob  l*hillii»rt,  son  of  AntJiony,  married  Lucy  WcUer  in 
171M>,  and  located  on  the  home  farn>  with  his  jjarents.  His 
father  gave  him  a  deed  of  one-half  of  the  farm,  Koveniber  21, 
171K5.  The  son  resided  on  that  farm  till  his  death,  in  March^ 
1848.    ]^Irs.  Uxvy  l'hillii)s  died  in  March,  18r)5. 

Among  those  who  took  up  their  residence)  here  in  1797, 
were  Asa  Jemier,  Sanniel  Cooley,  James  Matson,  Chrirttoi)her 
BrcHcc,  (leorge  Walton,  Oliver  and  Timothy  Morsenum,  Elisha 
AVoodruff  and  Rcnicnibnmce  Hitchcock. 

Ahh  .Icnner,  son  of  Stci)hcn,  was  born  in  Stevenstown, 
I^fiiHs.,  I )(.(!.  17,  1777.  His  parents  were  residing  temporarily 
in  that  town,  having  tied  from  Pittsford  early  in  the  war.  As 
the  frontier  towns  beiranie  less  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy,  they  returned  to  I'ittsford,  and  here  young  Jenner  spent 
the  most  of  Iuh  minority.  Jle  built  a  house  on  land  given  him 
l)y  his  father,  some  two  or  three  rods  nortli  of  the  present  resi- 
dence of  .1.  Jb.we,  and  on  the  y.'ith  of  December,  1797,  ho 
married  Trvpliena  (inindee  and  bi-gan  living  in  Iuk  new  house, 
lie  resided  there  till  ISOI,  when  he  sold  this  jjlace  to  .Tirah 
I'.iirlow,  and  built  unotlicr  housc!  about  where  Willard  Hum- 
phrey's lionse  n()w  htaiids.    In  this  he  resided  some  years  and 
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cleared  considerable  land  in  that  vicinity.  He  also  bnilt  the 
barn  now  on  that  place,  though  at  first  it  stood  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road.  It  has  since  been  moved  across  to  the  east  side. 
His  wife  Trvphcna  died  Nov.  10,  1801,  aged  twenty-two  years 
I  and  nine  days.    The  next  year  ho  married  Nancy  Kirkham  of 

Hnbbardton.  ,Hc  changed  his  residence  (]»iite  ot\en  during  the 
'  latter  j)art  of  his  life,  and  died  on  the  Town  Farm  in  1804. 

Mrt--.  Nancy  Jenner  died  at  the  same  place  in  1809. 

Sanniel  Cooley,  born  Nov.  17,  177r),  son  of  Benjamin, 
married  Polly,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Dike  of  Chittenden, 
October  5,  1797,  and  resided  n  few  years  on  his  father's  farm. 
Ho  then  moved  to  Ciiittenden  and  located  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Patrick  and  William  Shelvy.  Again  he  returned  to 
Pittsford  and  resided  u  short  time  on  the  homestead,  and  then 
ho  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York. 

James  Matson,  son  of  Isjuic  the  early  settler,  married 
Susan,  daughter  of  James  Barnes,  formerly  of  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  and  located  on  the  homo  farm  with  his  brother  Isiuic. 
Ho  occupied  the  house  which  has  been  mentioned  as  having 
once  been  the  residence  of  Jiis  father.  The  two  brothers  sold 
the  farm  to  Col.  Hammond  and  moved  to  Pennsylvania. 

Chri8toi)her  Bresee,  from  AYest  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  located 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grands  jn,  Walla(HJ  E.  Bresee.  Ho 
I  and  Elijah  Hewings  bought  of  John  Sunderland  one  hundred  and 

,  sixty-si.x  acres,  "  being  the  second  part  of  the  third  division  of 
the  original  right  of  Charles  Whittlesey."  The  deed  was  dated 
Jan.  .'il,  1797,  and  was  in  consideration  of  £200,  L.  M.  Breseo 
is  6U])i)0sed  to  have  bought  Hewings'  interest  in  the  land  as  it 
is  known  that  he  made  the  first  improvement  on  it,  built  a 
house,  and  for  some  years  was  the  sole  owner  of  it.  His  wife's 
maiden  name  was  Henman,  (Hannah,)  and  they  had  been 
married  some  3'ears  before  coming  to  Pittfiford. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  some  informufion  respect- 
ing the  ancestry  of  George  Walton  but  without  success.  He 
20 
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puroliiisod  tlircc-lbiirtlis  of  nn  acre  of  laiul  on  the  west  side  of 
the  road,  iu)rtli  of  and  adjoining  Esi).  Graluun's  lot,  and  i!i  the 
deed  lie  is  rejuesented  as  being  a  resident  of  AVliiteliull  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  Tlie  date  of  tliis  deed  was  August  4, 
1797.  lie  prol)al)ly  located  in  Pittsford  about  this  time  and 
built  and  stocked  a  store  which  stood  on  tlie  ground  occupied 
bv  the  brick  store  now  (1870)  owned  by  G.  II.  Sinionds.  IIo 
was  nnniarried  and  boarded  at  tlie  hotel,  but  had  been  in  the 
town  oidy  a  short  time  before  he  committed  suicide  by  cutting 
liis  throat  with  a  razor.  No  reiuson  could  he  assigned  for  the 
deed.  It  was  not  known  here  at  the  time  that  he  had  any 
relatives  in  New  Kngland,  and  his  renuiins  were  interred  within 
the  limits  of  the  North  Burying  Ground,  as  was  then  sup])()sed, 
but  after  llu!  establishment  of  the  boundaries  it  was  ft)und  to 
be  nortliward  of  the  liurvin*;  Ground.  A  few  weeks  after 
"Walton's  death,  a  brother  of  his  came  here,  visited  liis  grave 
and  erected  over  it  a  stone  bearing  the  following  inscription  : 

"  Viilti  iiijin  lieliold  inu  n8  I  ntn, 
Kciiciitli  IIiIh  iiioHHy  clod, 
llcri!  lIcH  llif  Ixxlv  of  (icor^Tf  Wnlton. 
llcavt'U  from  my  <-jcm  did  lildc  the  book  of  fiilc, 
Hiit  ililii  toiiil)  doth  ]>n'hCTll>o  my  i>r('Hciit  Ht4itc. 
Hid  lirollicr  .J.  1).  Wiilloii  ft-om  sciitiiiiciitH  of  llllid  duly  t-oiiHCcnilcg  iMa  hIoiio 
to  IiIh  iiifinory." 

The  exa(rt  time  when  the  Morsemaii  fann'ly  located  in  Pitts- 
ford  is  not  now  known.  On  the  27th  of  ()(-(olicr,  17S7,  Klte- 
nczer  Drury,  Connnissioner  on  the  estate  of  Noali  AVaite, 
deceased,  sold  so  much  of  said  estat(!  as  would  ])av  tlie  debts 
against  the  same,  amoimting  to  £11  -Is.  l"'ilty-liv(!  acres  of  this 
estate  were  sold  to  .losliua  Morscmaii  of  I^Iassachusctts.  The 
nanu!  of  tlu;  town  is  n{)t  given.  It  is  hanlly  piohnlilc  tliat  the 
above  named  .losliua  Morscmaii  locat<-(i  in  I'itt>tiM(l  at  tlial  time 
if  at  all,  l)ut  he  had  two  sons,  Oliver  and  Timothy,  hoth  of  whom 
became  resi(h'iits  of  tliis  town  about  the  ycai-  17'.i7.  Oliver 
nuirried  Esther,  daughter  of  Joseph  Waite,  and  located  on  the 
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"Waite  i'nvm.  Timotliy  iimrricd  niul  lociitcul  ou  laiul  purchased 
of  liis  fatlior,  .loslina.  lie  built  a  house  about  where  Gcorgo- 
]\Iorseinan's  liavii  now  stands,  and  in  this  lie  resided  some 
years.  Oliver  and  Kstlier  Morsenian  had  a  dauj^hter  Hannah, 
and  Timothy  had  a  son  Timothy,  dr.,  who  married  the  above 
named  ]iannah  and  reside<l  some  years  iti  the  house  on  the 
west  sid(>  of  the  road,  now  owned  by  AVilliam  K.  Hall. 

Klisha  Woodruff  was  from  Soiilhin^ton,  Conn.,  but  it  is 
not  now  known  what  time  he  became  a  citizen  of  this  town. 
Accordinir  to  the  records  his  dau;rhfer  Amui  was  born  here 
Sept.  II*,  1T!*4.  In  what  part  of  the  town  he  theJi  resided, 
Ijowcver,  we  are  not  informed.  On  the  11th  day  of  December, 
1797,  lie  jturchased  of  Thomas  llannnond  ninety-two  and 
three-fourths  acres  of  land,  "  bein;^  a  j)art  of  the  third-division 
lot  laid  out  to  the  oriirinal  ri<rht  of  Andrew  Powers."  This 
included  the  most  of  the  farm  riow  owned  by  David  Scolield, 
nnd  extended  easterly  so  far  as  to  inchulo  land  now  owned  ])y 
Samuel  Kurse  with  the  mill  privilej^e.  He  built  u  lo<^  house 
about  twenty  rods  west  of  the  site  of  the  house  now  owned  by 
'Mr.  Scolield,  and  in  that  he  resided  till  ISOlt,  when  he  built 
the  ]>resent  house.  In  17itS,  ho  built  a  saw-mill — the  one 
recentl}-  demolished  to  j^ive  ])lacc  to  the  new  one  now  beiu}^ 
b\iilt  by  Samuel  iS'urse — and  two  or  three  years  later  he  built 
another  saw-nn'll  some  five  or  six  rods  below  the  one  iirst  built. 
He  operated  both  of  these  mills  till  1811,  when  he  was  acci- 
dentally killed  by  a  lo^  rolling  on  hin>.  Ver^'  soon  after  this 
his  family  li'ft  the  town. 

Kcmembranc(!  Hitchcock,  son  of  John,  marrii'd  Eunice 
Allen  of  rittsficld,  J^Iass.,  in  171*5,  and  located  in  Brandon.  In 
17H7,  h(!  came  to  this  town  and  resided  with  his  parents  about 
three  years.  He  built  the  house  which  is  now  the  residence  of 
(''a])t.  ('harlcs  Hitchcock,  in  17i>7,  and  tlie  house  now  owned 
by  l''raid<  liicscc  in  ISdO.  He  i-cmovcd  to  the  latter  house  as 
soon  as  it  was  lini^.lled,  and  resided  tiiere  till  about  the  year 
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1S15,  whvn  lie  e.\rhani;i'(l  fiirnis  witlj  Ciipt.  Potor  Powers,  and 
t*oon  iil'tor  built  tlio  liouso  reci-iitly  reconstructed  by  George  N. 
KnyA'!*.  He  solil  the  Powers  farm  to  aSIiles  JoliUMin,  and  liav- 
ini^  purcliased  a  site,  built  the  house  now  owned  hy  J.  II. 
Peabody.  He  afterwards  built  the  house  now  owned  by  Allen 
Hitchcock,  as  well  as  that  now  owned  by  Mj*s.  Obers.  Mrs. 
Hitchcock  died  in  Auj^ust,  1844;  Mr.  Hitchcock  in  August, 
1841». 

The  nccessions  to  the  inhabitants  in  1798,  were  Levi  Row- 
ley, Kli  Hudson,  Zelotcs  Andrews,  Thomas  Beals,  Ste])hen 
and  Elijah  Avery,  Abraham  Anthony,  Isiuic  Clark,  Robert 
JiOveland. 

iA'\  '\  Rowley,  Bon  of  Jonathan,  married  Esther  "Woodward 
and  located  on  his  father's  farm.  Ho  occupied  the  old  house 
built  by  his  father,  who  moved  to  the  west  side  of  the  road, 
into  the  house  which  has  boon  mentioned  as  having  been  built 
by  his  son  Ho]>kin8.  Jonathan,  his  father,  deeded  to  him  his 
liome  lot  except  the  house  ho  occiipied  and  one  acre  of  land  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road.  The  deed  was  dated  October  13, 
1708,  and  was  in  consideration  of  $1,200.  At  llie  same  time 
the  said  Levi  bound  himself,  his  heirs,  executors  and  adniins- 
trators,  "to  the  said  Jonathan  and  his  wife  Esther  Rowley,  to 
j)rovi(le  and  perform  to  the  said  Jonathan  and  Esther,  each  and 
every  of  th<!  articles  herein  nientioned,  yearly,  during  their  life 
tinu',  viz.:  'I'welve  JJushels  of  "NVhtat,  Eight  liushels  of  Indian 
Corn  and  Four  Bushels  of  Rye,  all  good  and  merchantable, 
'I'hrco  JIundred  pomids  weight  of  g<K)d  fatted  I'urk,  and  as 
jinich  Sauce  of  a  Suitable  Variety  as  tlu?  said  .lonatlian  and 
JCstlicr  will  want  to  eat,  likewise  a  huHici(  iicy  of  Salt,  Pepper, 
(iingcr,  Allspice,  Tea,  Sugar,  tVc.,  for  them  as  they  want,  also 
a  Kiillicicncy  <»f  Wearing  Apj»arel  for  the  said  .lonathan  and 
Esther,  suitable  ftjr  them  at  all  times  and  jdaces,  both  for 
decency  antl  comfort,  and  what  nccessiuy  Pliysic  and  Cordials 
their  heallh  and  age  may  require.    Likewise  their  food  dressed 
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and  a  nui"se  to  attend  them  wlienever  tliey  are  unal)le  to  do  it 
for  themselves,  also  a  Horse,  Saddle  and  Bridle  fit  for  tlic  nso 
of  the  said  Jonathan  and  Esther." 

The  ahovo  were  a  ])art  of  the  eonditions  of  the  bond,  hut 
Low  well  they  were  fulfilled  we  are  nnahle  to  learn. 

Eli  IhuLson,  of  Iladley,*  AIiuss.,  ])OU};ht  of  tMuieon  Clifford 
the  land  re<;ently  ocrenpied  hj  flannel  Ecklev,  the  deed  Ix  ing 
dated  ^lav  1707.  ]le  eleared  the  land  and  l>nilt  a  honse — 
the  one  now  on  the  place — the  following  fall,  and  in  ahout  ono 
yejir  he  married  E»iniee,t  daughter  of  Isiuic  Chase,  and  eoni- 
nionced  housekeeping.  They  resided  on  the  jdaeo  first  ])ur- 
chiwed  till  1S20,  when  they  sold  it  to  Mr.  Eekley,  and  botight 
the  farm  which  had  been  improved  b}'  Josiali  Eddy.  Mr. 
Hudson  died  there,  April  18,  1821.  Mrs.  llndson  died  in 
1844. 

Sei>tcmber  19, 1798,  Zclotes  Andrews  of  Chatham,  Colum- 
Jjia  Comity,  N.  Y.,  purchased  of  Nathan  Hewitt  ninety-fivo 
acres  of  land  in  Pittsford,  which  included  the  farm  in  the 
southeasterly  part  of  the  township  now  owned  b^-  Harvey  Jack- 
soix.  The  most  of  the  earlier  improvements  on  that  farm  were 
made  by  Mr.  Andrews.  On  the  0th  of  Sejitember,  the  same 
year,  he  married  Betsey,  daughter  of  James  Wicker,  and  com- 
menced to  reside  on  the  place  he  had  ])urchased.  He  continued 
to  live  there;  till  181 3,  when  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  malignant 
fever  which  i)rcvailed  that  year.  His  widow  afterwards  mar- 
r'wi]  .lirah  I'arlow. 

Thomas  Heals  married  Charlotte  Dimick  and  resided  a  few 
years  in  Sullivan,  N.  Jl. ;  but  in  1798,  he  boiig/it  the  farm  in 
J'ittsford  now  owned  by  llufus  Thonuis  and  removed  his  family 
here  early  in  the  sunnner  of  that  year,  ile  resided  on  that 
])la<M'  till  iSdC,  wlicii  he  sold  his  real  estate  in  this  town  and 
removc(l  to  I'cimsylvunia. 

*  Mr  IIiii1<i>ii         lioiii  III  Sdiilliini^toii,  Conn.,  Nov.  17.  I77-I. 
1  Kiiiilc  r  <  li.i-i-  wiiM  1,0111  ill  SuUou,  .MubH.,  31urcli  10,  1770.  ilr.  Iludiiou  cnarricil 
MU»  'JUu*c  lu  17V8. 
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StojOion  atid  IClijali  Avery  wore  brotliers,  luul  cnuic  Iroiii 
Brookfic'ld,  ^las.-;. 

On  the  l.'Uli  of  Jaiuiarv,  170S,  Stejilion  bought  of  lienja- 
umx  CtnAvy  one  acre  and  tifty-tive  rods  of  land  lyiiif:;  Boutli  niul 
mljoiniii;^  the  \ot  fornerly  owned  by  IClias  IIoi)kins.  This 
inchided  the  liousedot  and  jxardeiis  now  owned  by  A. 
Caverly.  Dnrini^  tlie  following  summer  he  Iniilt  the  house 
which  has  pince  l)een  known  as  the  KcmoII  house,  and  was  the 
one  recently  reconstructed  by  Dr.  Caverly.  On  the  30th  of 
Auril  th(*  same  year  he  juirchased  of  .lames  Kwing  five  acres 
and  sixty-seven  rods,  and  on  the  8th  of  A])ril,  1 700,  he  pur- 
chnKcd  "seven  acres  and  three-<|uarters  of  an  acre,"  both  of 
wliicli  ]>ieceH  lay  south  or  southwest  of  the  lot  lirst  j)urchased, 
niul  tlio  whole  inchuled  the  easterly  portion  of  what  has  since 
been  known  as  the  Kewell  farm. 

On  the  r>th  of  October,  ITOS,  Elijah  Avery  bought  of 
Alexander  Kwinirs  one-half  of  an  acre  of  land  Iviu}'  south  of- 
Abraham  Walker's  house-htt  on  the  east  side  of  the  highway 
in  the  Yillagi;.  'JMiis  included  the  house-lot  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  S.  I ).  AViiislow.  !Mr.  Avery  married  J)eborah 
Knowles  and  located  on  that  ])lace. 

The  two  brothers  bonirlil  the  store*  which  ha<l  been  owned 
and  occupied  l>y  (Jcorgi-  AValton,  and  there  carried  on  mercan- 
tile business  in  coiM]iaiiy. 

Elijah  died  licrc  in  1S0,'5,  and  Slej>hen  sold  out  his  real 
estate  in  J'ittsford  in  ISO"  and  returned  to  Hrooktield.  llo 
came  to  I'ill^lbrd  again  in  I  Si and  in  com])Mny  witli  others 
orect(!(l  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloth.  This  mill 
stood  just  below  grist-mill  now  owned  liy  Mr.  Stevens.  In 
addition  to  the  manufacture;  ot"  clotli  tlu-y  carried  on  tht;  busi- 
ness of  carding  wool  and  dressing  clotii.  Kculx  n  Colton  was 
the  agent  of  this  coiiip:niy,  and  for  a  time  tiicy  did  a  brisk 

•  \Vf  liiive  recently  Icariicd  tliiil  UiIh  store  wiw  Ixiilt  \<y  Klir-lm  I.;uicl. 
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business.  Mr.  Avery  retired  from  tlie  linn  in  1821,  and  moved 
to  Brandon  where  lie  soon  after  died.* 

Abraham  Antliony,  from  ])anl)y,  located  in  the  Ewings 
tavernf  in  1708.  lie  kept  a  public;  house  dm'ing  the  greater 
part  of  his  residence  here  which  terminated  in  1803.  He  then 
moved  to  Kutland  where  he  resided  a  few  years,  and  thence  to 
Pawlet  where  he  died. 

Isiuic  Clark,  u  blaeksnn'th  by  trade,  wjis  for  some  time  a 
resident  of  Sullivan,  N.  II.,  but  in  1708  he  came  to  Pittsford 
and  bought  of  ^Michael  Sanders  forty-two  acres  of  land,  the 
deed  being  dated  the  21st  day  of  June.  This,  a  part  of  the 
origiiud  right  of  Aaron  Deniho,  was  located  west  and  adjoining 
the  farm  owned  by  Richard  Adams.  Mr.  Clark  biiilt  a  house 
on  the  west  side  of  tlie  north-and-soutli  road  near  where  it 
intersects  the  east-and-west  road,  and -011  land  now  owned  by 
Lewis  "White.  'Tho-ruihs  "of'tlio  house  •^re-' still  visible.  Mr. 
Clark  resided  here  till  about  the  ytear  lSiS,  M^en  lie  removed 
to  Brandon.J       -  "        *,  '  -         ,  . 

Ilobert  Loveland -was  tlie  son  of  Robert  who  married  Eliza- 
beth Gaines,  Dec.  17,  1701,  and  settled  in  Hartford,  Conn. 
Their  children  were  Elizabeth;  Robert,  Olive,  Erastus,  Abel, 
.I()si'])li,  Temperance  and  Austin."  Robert  wfts  born  in  Hart- 
ford, J\Iarch  10,  1705,  married  Ruth  Mill)er,  and  located  in 
Kullaiid,  Yt.  He  bought  of  Dnm'el  Lee  the  Gideon  Coolcy 
farm,  Aug.  20,  17!)8,  and  about  tliut  time  located  in  Pittsford: 
H(!  resided  on  tlic  Cooley  farm  till  liis  deatli.  Mrs.  Ruth 
Ivoveland  died  l^faroh  18,  1840. 

Seven  families  located  in  this  town  in  1709.  The  following 
names  represent  them  :  Daniel  Hcndee,  Cyrenius  Bro\m,  Hezc- 
kiah  (.'arr,  William  ^Morgan,  John  Mead,  Peter  "Worden  and 
Ozem  Slroii''. 

•  Mr«.  Si<  i.|ii  ii  A\(  iv  wn.sa  (l:iu^'litcr  of  Abmliaiii  Walker. 

1   S(l«    111!     It.linl  llDllff. 

1  Mri".  Clirk  waa  u  uiatcr  of  Mrs.  Seymour  Stcvcus,  aud  woa  from  Cliarles- 
towii,  .N.  U. 
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Daniel  Ilcndrc  was  (lie  third  of  Deacon  Caleb,  auul 
was  horn  in  I'ittsfonI,  ^iny  21,  177«'>.  At  the  ime  of  twenty- 
one,  his  futher  pivu  iiiin  a  lot  of  land  adjoining  the  town 
of  Brandon,  an»l  he  afterwards  houj^ht  a  lot  eontigiious, 
within  the  limits  of  Brandon.  lie  nuule  a  elearing  and 
built  a  log  house,  on  land  which  has  since  been  set  off 
to  the  town  of  Brandon.  This  land  included  what  was  the 
furni  recently  owned  by  Daniel  Goodnongh.  Young  Ilendeo 
married  ]^ncy,  daughter  of  William  Allen,  ani^l  located  on  his 
farm.  They  had  several  children,  but  the  most  of  them  died 
youjig.  Mrs.  Ilendee  died  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  Mr.  Ilendeo 
married,  for  his  second  wife,  Sally  Bnrdett,  and  resided  hero 
till  about  the  year  1835,  when  he  moved  to  Dansville,  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y. 

Cyrcnius  Brown  was  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Lydia  Brown, 
nnd  was  born  in  Coventry,  Conn.,  April  30,  177-i.  It  is  not 
now  known  what  time  he  came  to  this  town,  bnt  quite  likely 
it  was  abont  the  time  that  other  niend)crs  of  the  family  came, 
in  1784.  llo  nnirried  E.xpc/ience  l^arnstable,  Oc-tober  12, 
1799,  and  resided  for  a  time  in  the  house  which  stood  just  east 
of  the  brook  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  near  the  ])resent 
residence  of  Mrs.  Hennessey.  He  changed  his  location  (juito 
often  while  a  citi/en  of  the  town,  and  moved  to  the  State  of 
Now  York  about  the  year  180(>. 

Jlezekiah  Carr,  from  ]^Iid(il(!town,  bonglit  of  Kl)ciiezcr 
Hopkins  about  one  Inmdred  and  ten  acres  of  land  in  this  town, 
the  deed  being  dated  De(r.  1  1,  1798.  This  j)m"chase  included 
tho  land  luljoining,  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  highwiiy,  o])p(>- 
sito  the  residence  of  Jonathan  Fassctt,  and  it  ciiiliraced  a 
house  and  barn  ;  the  former  stood  near  llic  road  and  about 
eight  rods  southeast  of  the  I'assctt  house.  This  land  was  a 
part  of  the  Fassctt  farm,  and  a  ]>ortion  of  it  was  taken  on 
execJition  in  favor  of  .loini  Shmnway  of  Uorscl,  and  hv  him 
deeded  to  Epliraim  Dooliltlo  of  Shorehum,  May  10,  1791. 
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Tlie  Irttter  deeded  it  to  Ebenczer  IIopkiiiB,  iS'oveiiil>er  12, 1792. 
It  is  not  now  knowi  by  whom  the  liousc  was  Imilt,  but  as  it 
had  been  built  previous  to  the  jniirliaK'  of  the  estate  by  IIoj>- 
kins  it  is  quit«  probable  that  .lonathan  Fassett  was  the  builder. 
Mr.  Carr  roside<l  on  this  farm  till  the  Hpriii^  of  1804,  when  he 
sold  it  in  divided  jmrtions  to  Col.  Coolcy,  Amos  Kellogjj,  Adget 
Lothrop  and  others,  and  moved  back  to  l^Iiddletown. 

William  Alorj^an,  son  of  Israel,  married  Kaehel,  daughter 
of  Gideon  Sheldon,  Sen.,  Feb.  21,  171M),  and  located  in  a  log 
liouso  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Jonathan  Gould.  lie  after- 
wards built  the  house  and  barn  now  on  that  farm  and  resided 
there  till  his  death. 

"\Vo  have  no  knowle<lgo  of  the  ancestry  of  John  Mend.  IIo 
resided  in  Chittenden  a  few  years,  but  the  3d  day  of  Ai)ril, 
1799,  he  purchased  the  lot  of  land  in  this  town  now  o(;cupied  by 
Patrick  Douland.  It  scHjms  quite  evident  that  Mr.  Mead  made 
the  first  improvements  on  that  farm. 

Peter  "NVorden  was  from  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  but 
nothing  is  known  of  his  ancestry.  He  married  Hannah,  daugli- 
ter  of  Gideon  Sheldon  of  Pittsford,  about  the  year  1799,  and 
located  on  land  now  owned  by  Josei)h  AVolcott.  Thr;  hoiso 
he  occupied  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  and  oidy 
a  few  rods  east  of  the  school  house  in  District  No.  10.  The 
liouse  re(rently  ocrcupied  by  Hiram  Pates  stands  where  the 
former  hous(!  stood.  He  resided  there  till  about  the  year  1834, 
when  he  sold  his  real  estate  here  to  his  son  Humphrey,  and 
moved  to  Pennsylvania. 

Ozem  Strong  was  from  Piltstield,  ^fass.  AVe  know  nothing 
of  his  ancestry.  February  10,  1799,  he  took  a  lease  of  Mrs. 
!Marv  Hopkins  of  the  ])lacc  which  had  l)een  the  residence  of 
her  deceased  Inisbaiid,  Ellas  Hopkins.  I'liis,  as  already  stated, 
include<i  a  small  )»iece  of  land  now  owned  by  1{.  li.  Drake  ; 
and  the  house  stood  alxmt  wlicn;  his  store  now  stands,  ^{r. 
Strong  apj»eurs  to  have  been  a  man  of  considerable  business 
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cajiucity,  luul  duriiii;  his  residence  lioiT,  was  frnjuently  lioiiorcd 
witli  such  olHccs  as  wiTc  within  tlio  j^ift  ol"  liis  fdlow-i-iti/.ens. 
lie  hi'ld  the  dtlicc  of  first  coiistabk-  and  collector  of  taxes  tVoni 
ISOr.  to  1S1;{,  jmd  soon  after  tlie  latter  date  he  removed  to 
Canada.    i\rrs.  Sironij  was  the  dauj^hter  of  Elias  Hopkins,  Sen. 

That  matters  of  j)ul)lic  interest  were  not  alto<:;ether  neglected 
during  tlie  jiast  ten  years,  will  1)C  made  ajiparent  by  the  follow- 
ing extract**  from  the  records  of  that  i)eriod  : 

"rrrrsKoKD,  March  10th  1700. 

Then  Annual  ^Meeting  o]>ened  according  to  Avurniiig,  and 
innde  choice  of  Thomas  llammond  moderator  for  sd  meeting. 

2.  A'ofed  to  adjurn  sd  meeting  to  the  house  of  Nathan 
AVehster,  sd  ajtirnment  is  three  (juarters  of  an  hour.  Then 
met  according  to  ajurnment  and  opened  sd  meeting  and  read 
the  Kegulations. 

3.  Voted  that  Col.  Benjamin  Cooley  Be  Town  Clerk. 

4.  A^)ted  Col.  l^enjamin  Cooley,  Klish  Adams  and  Thomas 
Be  Selectmen  tlie  year  Insuing. 

5.  A'^oted  Thoihas  Hammond,  Town  Treasurer. 
G.  A''oted  Nathan  AVel)ster  iirst  Constal)le. 

7.  Voted  Sanmcl  Coley  2  (nonstable. 

8.  Voted  I'hineas  Riplc}'  lirst  grandjurvman. 
0.  Voted  John  Barnes  2  grandjnr\-man. 

10.  A'oted  Caleb  llcndee,  Jr.,  O/.ias  Cram])ton,  Insign 
James  Field,  Insign  Ladd,  .lolm  Barnes,  Listers. 

11.  Voted  the  first  Constab  Be  collector  to  collect  the 
Town  Taxes. 

12.  Voted  Ebenczer  Lyman  lie  other  Lister. 
l;5.  Voted  Noah  Jlojtkins  Bound  Keeper. 

"  'I'liCHC  cxlnicls  lire  from  llic  cnrllcMt  cxImiIiii,'  lowii  rccorilH.  Tlic  rcrnnlM  of  tlio 
town  wen;  Imriil  hIkmiI  Ilir  ycnr  17SS.  (%>1.  ('onli  v,  wlio  \v:it  iIk  ii  Town  (.'Icrk, 
<'lii|>loy>'(l  II  iiiiiii  liy  (III-  liiiliK  of  (fiitcH,  u  ho  ri't.|ili'i|  hoiiir  fl \l  \  li>{|!4  I'jisI  ot  tliu 
ri-hl(li  iiic  of  .loiiiiiliiiti  KiiHHcIl,  to  do  Honic  uiIiIhl'  (oi  IiIiii.  Wliilr  llu-  iccoidn 
win-  In  ]iot<»rHhioTi,  IiIh  lioMBi-  look  llri-  lunl  uii-.  Iniiiil,  lo:,'i  lli(  r  willi  (lio 

lc<-orilH.  (,'onb<  i|ni  nlly  «<•  Imvc  no  nicnih  of  Knou  ini:  w  In  n  lln-  (own  wur.  or;;iui- 
Izi'd,  \>ul  iniihUMK  li  Hh  lliu  lowu  ulllL'crii  can  Ijc  IracL-d  IhicIv  lo  liSO,  ll  mubt  Liiivo 
lii  rn  |irlur  lo  Umt  in  iiod. 
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14.  A'^oted  Lieutenant  Olinstead  Tvdinj;  man. 

15.  Voted  Lieutenant  Calogg  2  Tvdin^  man. 

IG.  Voted  Calvin  Drnr/,  Sexton  Adams,  Peter  Powers, 
Elislia  Warner,  Hog  Howards. 

17.  Voted  Penjamin  (Jooley,  Pcnjann'n  Stevens,  Jolin 
Barnes,  fence  vewers. 

IS.  Voted  Anthony  T*liili]>s,  .Tosepli  ^loslier,  Robert  Sweet, 
Deacon  Hendee,  lienjainin  Stevens,  .ledediali  Ix-e,  Altraliam 
.Drurv,  Klijali  Prown,  Amasa  "Weed  Hij^li  Way  Surveyors. 

1}>.  V(.ted  .Joseph  .Alcslier,  Deer  PeaC. 

20.  A^)led  Kliius  Hopkins,  Sealer  of  Weights. 

21.  A^)ted  Deacon  ]I»)])kinp,  Sealer  of  Measures. 

22.  Voti'd  :^^r.  Lvman  lie  Sexton  to  di-'  <rruvcs. 
255.  Voted  to  shut^up  Hogs  and  Sheep. 

24.  Voted  to  build  a  Pound  in  the  middle  of  the  Town  by 
the  middle  of  May  next. 

25.  Voted  to  discontinue  the  llom]  Pednninfr  near  the 
Purying  Place  on  the  west  side  of  llie  Uiver  Jinnning  the  east 
side  of  Jienjann'n  Stevens  now  Dwelling  House,  about  half  u 
mile  nortli  (A'  Israel  Lakes  now  Dwellintr  House. 

2i\.  Voted  that  Lieutenant  Olmstead  shoidd  not  be  in  the 
List  of  tliis  town  to  ]»ay  'i'own  I'axcs. 

27.  Voted  to  raise  a  Town  Tax  of  Fifty  Pounds  L.  M.  sd 
money  {.>  be  j.aid  on  the  grand  List  of  the  year  17!H),  tobe 
collected  by  tlic  lirst  of  December  next  to  be  j.aid  in  AVheat, 
Jiye,  Indian  Corn,  Beans,  Peas,  Oats,  AVool,  Flax  or  Tow 

Clotll. 

2h.  Cliasc,  Petty  .Inrymcn. 
.Noah  Ilo](kins, 
( "ah'b  ( 'ooK'\-^ 

'i'homas  llamond,  Abel  Stevens, 

Alott,  David  (iit.-lifll, 

O/AH!,  Crampton,  Sanmel  Fairlield, 
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Culvin  J)niry,  Justus  Brewster, 

Ainiisa  l>jid(l, 

riiineas  Hijilcv, 

Sanuu'l  Coolcy, 

Amos  ('iiloj^g, 

.IcHkHliali  lx;c, 

Simeon  I'urmeley. 

Att<;st,       Benjamin  Cooley,  Town  Clerk." 

At  n  Hjieciiil  meetijig  lield  on  the  rjtli  of  Aj>n],  1791,  of 
wliic.li  Thomu«  Ilanuuond  was  Moderator,  the  "Town  made 
choice  of  a  Committee  to  take  a  view  of  tlie  ground  that  was 
laid  out  jiH  Common  ]>and  on  the  main  road  leadinj;  throu'rh 
8(1  Town,  north  of  Nathan  WehsterV,  and  make  a  just  estima- 
tion mtcording  to  tlio  best  of  their  Judgment  what  tlie  ods  was 
in  the  two  picirea  of  ground  that  was  there  proposed  for  the 
purpose  of  Building  meeting  hoiises  on  for  the  two  denoniina- 
tioufl  in  sd  town,  viz.:  the  Baptists  and  ('ongregational  order. 
The  HJiid  Committee  according  to  tlieir  instructions  took  a  view 
of  the  ground  and  Ilei>')rted  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  the 
price  of  ground  8o\ith  of  the  training  field  and  Is'ortli  of  Amos 
Webster's  land  was  Twenty  four  FcMmds  of  liie  most  value 
than  tliat  was  where  tlu;  ]}ai)tiHt  meeting  liousc  llicn  stood. 
Then  the  Town  dc(redied  to  Kxccpt  tlu;  Report  of  tiu;  Com- 
mittee, an<l  tiien  sd  Town  voted  to  draw  lots  for  the  ground 
aforesaid  and  stated  the  matter  that  th(!  dcnoniinntion  that 
drew  the  spot  south  of  the  training  Held  should  ]>iiy  to  the 
other  twenty-lbur  I'ouiids,  and  tlu;  other  was  to  take  sd  sum. 
Then  the  two  d(;nominations  proceeded  to  the  dnniglit,  and  the 
Congregational  order  in  said  1'own  drew  llie  spot  south  of  tlio 
training  field,  and  also  gave  their  oldigiitioii  to  tlie  Baptist 
order  at  the  same  time  for  the  sum  of  £'24. " 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  'JSth  of  Mmch,  I  TitJ,  (he  (own 
"voted  to  choose  a  Committy  of  three,  to  wit:  Lieut.  Ivelogue, 
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Esq.  Dnuy,  Siimuel  Co]>ley  to  be  Cominitty  to  Settle  with 
Lieut.  Ilammoiul,  tlie  former  Treasurer  and  also  Col.  Cooley 
tlie  present  Treasurer  and  make  their  report  to  tlie  next  ajinual 
Meeting.  Voted  to  raise  three  Pence  on  the  Pound  on  the 
List  of  1792,  Payable  by  the  25th  DecendnT  next  in  wheat  at 
48 — Od  jier  bushel  and  rye  at  -is — .'5d,  and  Peans  and  Peas,  Peef 
and  Pork  agreeable  to  that  price  and  Corn  and  oats  as  Town 
Tax.  The  Road  from  School  House  No.  3,  is  Discontinued  to 
the  place  where  it  strikes  the  other  Koad 

Petty  Jury  kok  1792. 

William  SjuMicer,  Calvin  Drury, 

Sanuiel  Cojdcy,  Sanuiel  Fairfield, 

Abraham  J>rury,  James  Hopkins, 

Samuel  Hopkins,  David  Gitehell, 

Israel  Lake,  Abell  Stevens, 

Gideon  Sheldon,  Thomas  Hammond. 

Amos  Kki.ixjoo,  Moderator. 
Penj.  Cooi-ky,  Town  Clerk." 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1793,  the  town 

"Voted  to  lay  out  a  Road  in  the  most  convejiient  Place 
from  the  meeting  House  to  Wm.  Cox's  South  Line. 

Voted  to  lay  out  a  Jiurying  Place  Northeast  of  the  Meet- 
ing House  Lot  on  the  Town  Plot. 

Voted  to  build  two  Pridges  over  the  Brook  on  Mr.  Row- 
ley's interval  at  tlie  Town's  Cost. 

('hose  Pcnjaniin  Cooley,  Thomas  Hannnond,  Noah  Hop- 
kins, Williuiii  Cox,  Sanuiel  Coi)le3',  a  Committy  to  lay  out  u 
Purying  Place. 

('Iidsc  AVilliiim  Cox,  Amos  Calog,  Caleb  Cooley  to  Rei>air 
the  Pridges." 

At  th(!  annual  meeting,  March  3,  1794,  after  choosing  the 
usiud  town  oliiccrs,  tiio  town 

"  Voted  to  raise  four  Peuoc  on  a  Pound  ou  the  Liiit  of 
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1794,  stl  iiifiiu'V  to  IV  niiscd  in  Wlioat,  Com  and  Oats,  Wlu'at 
nt  lour  sliilliiiirs  six  ]hmici'  jht  Imslicl,  Corn  at  thrco  sliillini^s. 
Outs  one  and  six  pciico  per  Imshfl,  I'aaldc  by  tlio  lu-st  of  Jan- 
nary  noxt/' 

"  Sept.  21,  1794. 
Kosju'ctin^  tlio  Soldi(,'rs  in  Fittsford  that  did  List.  Voted 
that  tliis  town  will  make  nji  the  soldiers  their  wages  to  40  bhil- 
lings  ])er  month  during  the  time  they  arc  in  actvnd  service. 
Sargents  to  he  nia<le  good  Eight  Dollars  ])er  months.  Corpo- 
rals 44  shillings  per  month  Trovidi-d  that  Congress  does  not 
nor  the  (Jeneral  Assembly  jirovide  tor  them  ecpud  to  that,  and 
that  the  Selectmen  of  sd  Town  is  directed  to  make  up  on  tho 
(iraiid  JJst  the  sum  for  each  person  to  jiay  and  the  lirst  months 
wages  to  be  j>aid  when  they  are  called  to  march." 

"  Septend»er  the  1st  1705. 
Tlien  tho  inliubitants  of  tho  Town  of  Pittsford  that  are 
legal  voters  met  at  the  time  and  jdace  as  the  Law  Directs  and 
()j)ened  sd  meeting  and  Procteeded  to  ]>isncs. 

1.  Chose  Thomas  llanmiond,  ]^[oderator. 

2.  Voted  to  ]{uild  a  Bridge  acrost  the  Little  Kiver  near 
]ienjamin  Cooler's. 

15.  Voted  to  choose  a  Conmiite  to  Huj»eriiilend  the  Building 
of  th(!  above  said  l>rid<rc. 

4.  (/hose  the  Selectmen  as  tho  above  said  (Jommite. 

5.  Voted  to  raiK(!  thirty  j>onnds  to  b(!  rmpriatccl  fowai'ds 
the  Building  a  i'ridgt;  over  Orter  Krick  I'lasf  of  the  Wid. 
Jlondee's  Provided  thai  there  is  enough  subscribed  by  Individ- 
uals to  liiiish  the  bridge." 

March  1,  I70('.. 
Voted  that  the  Onuitv  that  shall  build  a  <'ood  ni  idire  over 
Orfcr   K'rick  near  ^fr.  Daniel   Lees*  when  sd  nrid"-c  is  well- 
finished  shall  draw  tiftecii  Pounds  out  of  the  Town  'J'rcasury. 

•  IJanlfl  Lfc  at  UiIh  time  lived  on  tlic  Abel  Slcvrim  lanii. 


EXTKACT8  FKOM  KKCOKDS. 


A''ote(l  to  raise  four  IVncc  on  tlic  PoiukI  of  the  List  of 
Kincty-Six  to  be  paid  in  any  kind  of  Grain  by  tlic  first  of 
January  next. 

Voted  tliat  the  Selectmen  hire  some  jierson  to  sweep  the 
Meeting  House  one  year.    Caleb  llendee  found. 

October  the  Isl,  1700. 
A^oted  to  I^uild  a  l^ridgo  erost  the  liiver  I'y  I'enjamin 
Co(di'y's. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  u  Committy  to  Build  sd 
3?ridgc. 

A''oted  that  the  Selectmen  shall  have  Liberty  to  draw  ten 
Pounds  in  Addition  to  lifteen  I'oimds  out  of  the  Treasury  that 
was  given  Last  ]\Iarch  for  the  purjKjse  of  building  the  liridge 
over  Orter  Krick  Near  Daniel  ]>ee8  if  more  is  Needed  AVlien 
sd  Jiridge  is  Finished. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  shall  have  Liberty  to  Praw  Kight 
Pounds  out  of  the  Town  treasury  for  the  support  of  mr,  Jones 
Family. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  Draw  Six  J'ounds  out  of  the 
Town  treasury  for  the  I'urpos  of  laying  a  (/ow  to  lend  lt>  mr. 
]Liwl<s. 

Voted  to  Ttaise  one  I'eney  on  tlie  Pound  on  the  List  of 
IS'inety-Six  Paable  in  any  kind  of  (irain  by  the  first  of  January 
Next. 

J)cs()lved  sd  meeting. 

Attest,        NoAK  ITorKi.NS,  ]\rod('rator. 

Pk.n.iamin  Cooi.kv,  Town  (Jlcrk." 

"September  2.^t]l  171)7. 

Then  tli(!  Inlialiifunts  of  IMttsford  met  at  tlie  time  and 
J'lace  acordiiig  to  the  warning  and  o])ened  sd  -Meeting  and 
Proceeded  to  I'.isiics  as  tlie  Law  Directs. 

First,  made  choice  of  Amos  Kellogg,  Moderator. 

ti.    Voted  to  Lxce])t  the  Kuad  as  it  wab  laid  out  by  the  \ii>t 
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Cominity  that  was  njijwiiiitcd  hy  tlic  Siiprem  Cort  from 
fiold's  Mills  to  .lolm  Trains  House*  and  from  tlioncu  to  Col. 
]latninon<ls  House. 

y.  Voted  tliat  tlic  Selectmen  should  Draw  Six  Pounds  out 
of  tlie  Treasury  for  the  l'uri)os  of  Making  beas  to  clear  the 
Koad  from  Penlields  ^[ills  to  John  Trains  House. 

4.  Voted  that  the  Selectmen  should  superintend  the  Bisncs. 

5.  A^'oted  that  the  sd  Work  begin  the  third  Monday  of 
October  Next. 

G.  Voted  that  tlic  Selectmen  Draw  twenty-five  Dollars  out 
of  the  Town  Treasury  for  the  sujiport  of  Singing  Schools. 
7.  Voted  to  Disolve  sd  Meeting. 

Attest,  Amos  Ivkllooo,  Moderator. 

Bknja.  Coolky,  Town  Clerk." 

PirrsFOKi);  March  13th  1798. 

Voted  to  Raise  two  hundred  Dollare  on  the  grand  List  of 
the  year  1798,  sd  Tax  to  bo  raised  in  any  kind  of  grain  liy  tlio 
first  of  .Tamuiry  Next. 

Voted  to  sell  the  timber  on  the  reserved  i»art  of  the  School 
Lott  and  that  the  Selectmen  and  Esquiro  Kellogg  be  trustees 
to  sell  sd  Timber. 

Votccl  to  ])ay  Fifteen  T^ollars  out  of  the  Town  Treasin'v  for 
ouch  (Jrown  Wolf  that  is  killed  in  I'ittwford,  not  followed  in 
from  other  'J'owns.  If  a  "Wolf  shall  bo  drove  from  I'ittsford 
and  killed,  sd  scid]>  shall  be  jtaid  for  by  the  'J'own. 

Vot<'d  to  give  John  Train  the  rHviledgt'  of  keeping  good 
gatcrt  to  secure  his  Intervale,  one  at  l^Icad's  Hridgr  and  one  at 
tfic  East  end  of  the  Intervale  in  the  j>hice  where  the  old  Gate 
stood." 

March  -1,  1709. 

Voted  that  Swine  run  at  large  with  a  Suficient  Yoke  and 
King. 


•  Till*  woo  llju  WcbBtcr  tAvern. 
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Voted  that  the  Foinid  Keeper  be  tlie  sole  Judge  with 

respect  to  their  Yokes  and  rings. 

Voted  that  Sheep  sljould  not  run  at  hirgc. 

Voted  tliat  Horses  sliould  not  run  at  large. 

•  ••••••••• 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  and  a  Counuitty  of  two  others, 
viz,  Captain  Handy  and  Sanuicl  Copley  view  the  Spot  for  a 
Bridge  near  Pikes  over  Orter  Creik  and  make  a  rej)ort  at  the 
ftjurned  meeting. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  provide  a  "Work  House  or  a  place 
for  the  Towns  Poor. 

Voted  to  aJurn  sd  meeting  to  the  hist  AVensday  in  this 
month  at  3  of  the  Clock  After  Noon." 

March  27th,  1799. 

Then  tlio  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Pittsford  met  at 
time  and  place  acording  to  ndjurnment  and  opened  sd  meeting 
and  Proceeded  to  Bisnes. 

Voted  to  raise  one  cent  on  a  dollar  to  be  hiid  on  the  Grand 
List  of  the  year  1799,  sd  Tax  to  bo  Paid  in  AVheat  at  48 — Gd 
per  liushel,  or  Rye  at  5  and  9  ])ence,  Indian  Corn  at  38 — Od. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  lay  out  twenty  Dollars  in  making 
the  Road  Ijy  Mr.  Copley. 

Voted  to  make  a  Roi)e  suficient  for  raising  Bridges. 

Voted  to  By  a  Pall,  or  grave  Cloth. 

Voted  to  Reconsider  the  vote  of  the  Town  of  Pittsford 
wliich  was  to  give  fifteen  Dollars  for  the  killing  of  Wolves  per 
Head. 

Voted  to  give  .'i  Dollars  for  a  Bounty  to  any  one  that  shall 
kill  a  grown  Wolf. 

Voted  to  give  8  cents  for  each  grown  Crow  that  sludl  bo 
killed  in  Pittsfonl  between  tlic  lotli  of  April  and  the  20th  of 
June  Next. 

A  ot(-'d  to  give  :{  cents  for  each  grown  Blackbird  killed  in 
sd  town  between  the  lotli  of  April  and  tlie  20th  of  June  next. 
21 
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Voted  that  the  pcliool  trustees  take  the  acount  of  the  above 
Crows  ami  lihiokbirds  tliat  arc  killed  as  above  disfribed,  who 
kills  tlu'in  and  how  iiiaiiy. 

Voted  to  give  one  cent  for  each  liead  or  so^ilp  of  prey,  black, 
or  read  or  chip  squirrill  killed  from  this  time  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January  Next,  killed  in  Pittsford,  sd  Calps  to  be  brought 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  School  Districts  or  Selectmen. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  draw  out  the  Town  Treasury 
five  gallons  of  Rum,  to  give  to  the  side  that  shall  Beat  in  tlie 
Squirrel  Hunt  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  Next. 

Voted  that  tlio  Selectmen  provide  a  Black  Bear  for  to  carry 
the  Dead  on. 

Voted  to  Desolvo  this  meeting. 

Tno8.  Hammond,  Moderator. 
Benja.  Coolkv,  Town  Clerk." 

In  the  early  part  of  this  period  the  long  ]>ending  land-title 
controversy  with  Now  York  was  broiight  to  a  successful  termi- 
nation. New  Hampshire  had  long  since  relinquished  her  claim 
to  this  territory,  and  New  York  had  become  convinced  that 
further  efforts  to  recall  the  people  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  to  her  jurisdiction  would  be  futile,  and  that  it  would  bo 
for  the  interest  of  all  j)arties  that  their  indcju-ndcncc  should  bo 
acknowledged.  As  early  as  the  14th  of  July,  1789,  the  legis- 
lature of  that  St4ito  passed  an  act  appointing  commissionere 
'.'with  full  powers  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  in  such 
manner  and  form,  as  they  should  judge  necessary  and  proper 
to  declare  the  consent  of  the  legislatiire  to  the  ere<;tion  of  the 
district  of  Vermont  into  a  new  State."  It  wns,  liowevcr,  pro- 
vided that  the  act  should  not  be  construed  to  give  any  persons 
claiming  lands  in  such  districrt,  to  be  erected  into  an  inde- 
pendent State,  any  right  to  comj»enBation  from  tliat  State. 

On  tlio  23d  of  October  following,  the  Icgishiturc  of  Ver- 
mont paascd  an  act  appointing  coinmisbioneiB  with  authority 
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"to  treat  with'coiniiiis-sioners  tlint  now  are  or  lioreafter  may  ho 
Hiipointcd  l)y  tlie  Statu  of  Now  York,  ami  granting  tlieni  full 
jioworp  to  ascertain,  agree  to,  ratify  and  eontiriii,  a  jurisdictional 
or  boundary  line  between  the  State  oi'  Vermont  atid  the  St^ito 
of  New  York,  and  to  ndjuftt  and  Hnally  determine  all  and  every 
matter  or  thing  which  in  any  wise  olmtructa  a  union  of  the 
State  with  the  United  Stiites." 

The  eonnnissionorrt  of  the  two  States  met  in  the  city  of 
Now  York  in  Fehruary,  1790.  But  it  wjis  soon  found  that  the 
New  Y<«rk  commissioners  had  no  authority,  under  the  act  hy 
which  they  were  a]>|)ointod,  to  make  stipulations  which  would 
he  satisfactory  to  the  ]>eo]>lo  of  Vermont,  and  the  negotiations 
were  hroken  off.  But  the  legislature  of  Now  York,  on  the  Cth 
of  Alarch,  rei>ealcd  the  former  act,  and,  m  a  suhstitute  for  it, 
passed  another,  conferring  on  the  commissioners  fidl  power,  not 
only  to  relinquish  the  jurisdiction  of  Now  York  over  the  terri- 
tory of  Vermont,  hut  also  to  provido  in  such  manner  ob  they 
should  consider  ]troj)or  for  seoiring  the  titles  to  lands  tlicrein 
against  jx-rsons  claiming  the  same  lands  under  grants  from  the 
State  of  New  York  ;  and  it  further  jirovided  that  any  comj)en- 
sation  that  might  he  received  for  the  relinquishment  of  territory 
should  he  fur  the  use  of  the  hind  claimants  and  not  for  tJio 
State.  The  conuuissioners  ajipointod  under  this  act  mot  the 
Vermont  commissioners  on  the  27th  of  September,  and  after 
cjircful  deliberation  the  New  York  commissioners  entered  into 
a  written  agreement  declaring  the  consent  of  New  York  that 
Vermont  1h;  admitted  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  tiiat  immediately  on  sudi  admissioii  all  claim  of 
jurisdiction  of  tlu;  State  of  New  York  within  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont hlioidd  cease.  And  it  was  further  agreed  that  if  the 
legislature  of  N'erniont  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 17'.t"J,  decliin!  that,  on  or  before  the  lirst  day  of  June, 
171M,  tlic  suid  State  of  Vermont  woidd  pay  to  tlie  State  of 
New  ^  ork  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  all  rights  and 
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titles  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Vermont  under  {;rant8  from 
the  Into  eolony  of  New  Vork  or  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
Bhonid  cease.  On  the  2Sth  of  tlie  same  montli  the  letrislaturc 
of  Vermont  ]>assed  an  act  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
tlie  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  accordance  with  the  stipulations 
which  had  been  suhscribcd  by  the  commissioners  of  the  two 
States.  Agreeably  to  a  adl,  a  convention  of  delegates  from 
the  several  towns*  in  Vermont  met  at  Bennington  on  the  6th 
of  January  following  to  act  upon  the  question  of  the  adoption 
of  the  United  States  Constitution  which  was  ratified  on  the 
10th  of  the  same  month;  and  on  the  4th  of  March,  1791, 
Vermont  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  member  of  tho 
United  Suites  of  America. 

Tho  thirty  thousand  dollars  which  had  been  appropriated 
by  tho  legislature  of  Vermont  for  compensation  to  New  York, 
had  accumulated  in  tho  Treasurer's  vault  at  Rutland,  and  some 
responsible  person  was  wanted  to  convey  it  from  thence  to  the 
office  of  tlio  New  York  State  Trejisurer  at  Albau}'.  An  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Pittsford,  Thomas  Hammond,  was  appointed  to 
this  imporUmt  trust.  Late  in  May,  1794,  in  season  to  reach 
Albany  at  the  appointed  time,  he  had  the  coin  packed  in  bo.xes 
which  were  placed  in  a  wjigon,  and  one  morning,  long  before 
daylight,  accompanied  by  Sanniel  Mattocks,  then  State  Treas- 
urer,! ho  set  out  on  his  journe}'.  On  descending  the  hill  a  little 
Bouth  of  Clarendon  Meeting  House,  one  of  the  bo.xes  burst 
open  and  tho  coin  rolled  out  on  to  the  ground.  As  it  was 
dark,  they  had  to  go  to  a  neighboring  house  for  a  light  to 
enable  them  to  gather  up  their  scattered  treasure.  In  this  they 
succeeded,  so  that  not  a  dollar  was  lost,  and  the  funds  commit- 
ted to  their  care  were  safely  deposited  in  the  Treasurer's  otlico 
at  Albany  .J 

•Tlic  (li'lcjrntc  to  tills  ronvpnilon  from  Plllslord  wn»  TlioiiinB  Ilnmmond. 
1  And  Mr.  MattockH'  hoiih,  Willliiin  inid  Joliii. 

}  Ttic  docuiiioiit<  show  tliiit  twi-nlv-llvt:  tliouHiind  dollam  were  imld  nt  tLla  time  ; 
wliua  the  balauco  of  llvo  tliousaud  was  paid  U  uut  knowa  to  lUc  writer. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

Immigrants  and  their  Locations  continued ;  Proprietors' 
Jiecords  ;  Wolves,  and  measures  taken  for  their  destruc- 
tion. 1800—1810. 

Luke  Opgood,  born  in  Wendell,  Mass.,  March  15,  1778, 
Bon  of  Ltikc  and  Ennice  (Crosby)  Osgood,  located  in  Pittsford 
in  1800.  Ho  came  here  for  tlio  lirst  time  in  1799,  and  pur- 
chased one  hundred  acres  of  land  which  included  the  most  of 
tlic  farm  now  owned  by  William  Creed.  After  making  a  small 
clearing  and  building  a  log  house,  ho  returned  to  Wendell 
where  he  spent  the  winter.  On  the  10th  of  February,  1800, 
ho  married  Olive  Dresser,  and  in  March  following  they  settled 
in  this  town.  Mr.  Osgood  died  hero  March  31,  1853.  Mrs. 
Osgood  died  November  5,  18(59. 

Leonard  Rawson,  from  Rhode  Island,  purchased  of  Israel 
Keitli  the  "  Harwood  farm,"*  so  called,  *'  bounded  north  by 
land  of  Peter  Powers,  east  by  .John  Fenii's  farm,  south  by  land 
of  Jacob  Cooley  and  West  by  Daniel  Lee's  home  farm.t  It 
contained  about  eighty  acres,  tliougli,  to  quote  tlie  deed,  "  four 
acres  on  which  are  Nathaniel  Kingsley's  house,  barn  and  tan- 
yard,  arc  to  be  reserved  to  Sftid  Kingsley."  Mr.  Rawson  was 
a  joiner  l)y  trade,  and  soon  alter  ho  purchased  this  land  ho 
])uilt  the  house  wliicli  now  stands  nearest  to,  and  a  few  rods 
west  of,  the  school  liousc  in  District  No.  2.  On  the  Oth  of 
Mardi,  1800,  ho  married  Lydia,  daugliter  of  John  Hitchcock, 
Sen.,  and  commenced  to  occupy  this  new  house.  Roth  died  in 
tliis  town  ;  ]^[rs.  Rawson  in  1810,  and  Mr.  Riiwson  in  1820. 


•  Tlild  wn«  the  Innd  upon  wlilch  ElcAzcr  Harwood  first  located  lo  ILU  towo. 
t  Daolcl  Leo  at  ihU  iluic  rualdcd  on  the  Abel  StoTcnt  l&nn. 
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Gnrtlncr  Powers,  sou  of  Jernniali  of  Groonwioli,  ^[nss., 
boti^ht  of  Snnmol  Jonos,  Jr.,  the  farm  next  soutli  of  Auinsa 
Ijidd's,  <-onsisfiii<;  of  one  Imndred  neres,  Aug.  25,  1800.  lie 
mnrried  Chloe  Towers  niid  resided  on  that  fann  till  abont  the 
year  IS'M,  wIumi  he  ietl  tlic  town. 

Joshua  Kingsley,  son  of  Kathaniel,  married,  May  28,  1800, 
"Wealthy,  daughter  of  Amos  Weller,  aJid  located  on  the  honie- 
Btoad  in  Pittsford.  He  was  a  tanner,  a  trade  he  learned  of  his 
father,  and  he  worked  at  it  some  years  in  this  town.  His  wife, 
Wealthy,  died  in  1800,  and  the  following  year  he  married 
Lucy  Robinson  who  was  born  in  "NVindham  County,  Conn.,  in 
1779.  The  marriage  took  place  in  Dorset.  They  resided  in 
Pitt«ford  till  about  the  yejir  1830,  when  they  removed  to  Troy, 
Ponn.,  where  Mr,  Kingsley  died,  Aug.  G,  1857.  Mrs.  Jvings- 
loy  died  Fob.  14,  1859. 

Eli  AVilliams  resided  in  this  town  but  a  few  years  and  wo 
know  littlo  about  him.  lie  married  Elizabeth  Wheeler,  May 
25,  1800,  and  located  on  the  place  which  luis  been  n»cntioned 
as  the  former  residence  of  Jacob  Cooley,  and  afterwards  of 
Jeremiah  Needham. 

John  Pcnfield,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  New  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  in  1774,  and  at  an  early  ago  wjis  placed  as  an  ai»i>ren- 
tice  to  a  saddler  on  (Quaker  Hill,  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  IIo 
came  to  Pittsford  in  1797,  and  opened  a  sho])*  where  the  red 
homo  now  stands,  at  the  juiu^tion  of  the  Rutland  and  Chitten- 
den roads,  near  the  ])rescnt  residence  of  David  lilair.  July  2, 
1800,  he  nuirried  Patience,  diuighter  of  Abraham  Anthony, 
and  lo(!ate(l  in  the  house  now  owned  by  l^Iartin  Ix-ach.  lie 
left  Pittsford  in  1803,  and  died  in  Whiteludl,  Oct.  9,  1848. 

Chauncey  Fenn,  son  of  Gideon,  married  Sarah  Ward,  and 
resided  a  few  years  on  the  homestead  with  his  parents  and 
afterwards  left  the  town. 

Nathan  Wright,  son  of  Abel,  married  Abigail  Woodruff, 

*  Tbit  fibop  lia«  beta  removed  aod  It  U  now  Tbo».  UvniicAsy'*  b&rn. 
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July  17,  1800,  and  located  on  land  now  owned  by  Natlian 
Hand.  The  house  lie  occupied  stood  in  the  southwest  conier 
of  the  ordiard,  a  little  north  of  Mr.  Hand's  north  barn.  It 
was  near  the  road  wliich  at  that  time  passed  some  rods  west  of 
tlie  present  road.  His  wife  Abigail  died  in  1802,  and  ho 
married  Esther  Fassett  October  27,  1803.  Ho  left  tlio  town 
about  the  year  1808. 

Moses  Hitohcoitk,  son  of  John,  Jr.,  married  Baird 

of  Chittenden,  and  locvited  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Ncho- 
niiah  Barnes.  His  house  stood  on  the  cast  side  of  the  road, 
and  ho  had  a  blacksmith's  shop  on  the  opposite  side  about 
where  the  present  hoiise  now  stands.  Ho  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade  and  to  this  cmj)loyment  the  most  of  his  time  was  devoted. 
Ho  moved  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  about  tlio  year  1806. 

Ephraim  Dunlap  was  born  in  Windliam,  Conn.,  April  17, 
1746.  At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary  war  ho 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country.  Ho  assisted  in  tl>o  con- 
struction of  the  redoubt  on  Breed's  hill,  during  the  night  of  the 
16th  of  June,  1775,  and  participated  in  the  battle  which  fol- 
lowed. Ho  was  afterwards  appointed  orderly  sergeant  in  which 
capacity  he  served  several  months.  Mr.  Dunlap  married  Betsey 
Tedder*  al)out  the  year  1790,  and  located  in  Andovcr,  Vt.,  in 
1798,  from  which  town  he  came  to  Pittsford  in  1800.  Ho 
roHidcd  one  year  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  Erastus  Par- 
melee,  though  the  house  at  that  time  stood  on  the  west  side  of 
the  road.  In  1801,  he  moved  to  Whipple  Hollow,  and  built 
the  house  now  owned  by  his  daughters,  Racliel  and  Betsey,  and 
in  that  he  resided  till  his  death. 

James  Tedder,  son  of  James,  was  boni  in  New  Ipswicth, 
N.  H.,  March  3,  1768,  and  married  Polly  Patten  of  Temple, 
lie  resided  in  his  native  town  till  1798,  when  he  removed  to 
And(ner,  Vt.,  and  from  tlience  to  Pittsford  in  1800.  Ho 


•  Bora  in  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  Sept.  2,  1765. 
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re^idod  a  few  vi-ars  on  tlie  larni  formerly  owned  by  Dr.  Dcnn'nir, 
and  now  by  i^inieon  I'arnielcc.  lie  changed  his  residence  sev- 
eral tinios  while  a  citizen  of  the  town.  Mr.  Tedder  moved  to 
Whitehall  about  the  year  1818. 

The  Booth  family  is  of  Welsh  descent.  Simeon  Booth  cnmo 
from  Wales  about  the  year  1G80,  and  settled  in  Endfiold,  Conn, 
lie  had  two  sons,  William  and  Zachariah.  The  latter  liad  two 
sons,  John  and  Joseph.  Joseph  had  several  children,  one  of 
whom  was  Isiuic,  who  had  Isaac,  Jr.,  and  Benjamiti.  The  last 
was  born  Hay  17,  17G8,  in  Union,  Conn.,  and  in  the  year 
1800,  he  married  Anna  Needham,  n  native  of  Brimfield,  and 
lowitcd  in  Pittsford,  Vt.  They  resided  for  n  time  on  the  farm 
formerly  owtied  by  James  Hopkins,  but  afterwards  removed 
to  the  place  now  owned  by  Seth  Hudson.  The  house  they 
occupied — the  first  on  that  place — stood  on  the  same  ground 
as  the  present  house.  Mr.  Booth  died  Jan.  18, 1839,  and  Mrs. 
Booth  in  !May  following. 

The  first  wo  hear  of  Samuel  Buell  is  in  1799.  On  the  30th 
of  December  in  that  year  ho  bought  of  Peter  Breseo  forty  acres 
of  land  which  in(;luded  a  ])art  of  the  farm  now  owned  by 
David  Mills.  Mr.  Buell  bm'lt  the  easterly  part  of  the  house 
now  occii])icd  by  ]\Ij-.  ^lills.  lie  ip.arricd  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Kichard  llciidce,  and  resided  some  years  on  his  farm  which 
was  several  tiuics  enlarged  by  additional  ])urcha8cs.  Mr.  Buell 
came  here  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1800,  and  removed  to 
Brandon  about  the  year  1813. 

Simeon  Gilbert,  from  Oakham,  Mass.,  located  hero,  in  the 
year  1800.  Jonathan  Gill)ert,  his  father,  was  born  in  Brook- 
field,  in  August,  172G.  He  mai  i  icd  Hannah  Abbott  who  was 
born  in  New  Braintree.  They  located  in  Brookfield,  where 
the  following  children  were  born,  viz. :  Martha,  Jacob,  Eleanor, 
Afla,  Sarah,  Daniel,  Sin^.eon,  Jonathan  and  Josiah.  Simeon 
was  born  Aug.  29,  17G1.  July  12,  1787,  he  married  Sarah 
Amodon,  who  was  born  in  Kew  Braintree,  Feb.  12,  1766. 
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They  located  in  Oiiklmin,  but  removed  to  Pittsford,  Vt.,  Jnn- 
imrv  18,  1800,  and  bought  tlie  farm  tlien  owned  by  Amnsa 
Lndd.  Upon  tliis  they  spent  the  renuiinder  of  tlieir  days. 
Mr.  Gil!)ert  died  January  5,  1835. 

Ilezekiah  Parmelec,  Pon  of  Simeon,  Sen.,  was  born  at  West 
Stoekbridge,  Miuss.,  in  1775,  and  married  ^lirinm,*  daughter  of 
"WiUiain  Oreutt,  April  5,  1801.  lie  l(H*ated  on  the  pateriud 
homestead  where  lie  resided  till  about  the  year  1815,  when  ho 
removed  to  the  farm  formerly  owned  b}'  Josiah  Eddy,  where 
ho  live<l  seven  years.  After  spending  one  year  on  the  Daniel 
Keith  place  he  bouglit  the  Dr.  ])eming  farm  and  resided  there 
till  his  deatli,  Sci)tembor  19,  1853.  Mrs.  Parmelec  died  Jan- 
uary a,  1840. 

Calvin  Conant — brother  to  John  of  Brandon,  and  Ebenezer 
for  a  time  of  Pittsford — married  Esther,  daughter  of  Elder 
Elisha  Rich,  May  24,  1801,  and  resided  a  short  time  with  his 
father-in-law;  but  ho  allerwards  built  a  house  on  the  cast  side 
of  tho  Brandon  road,  a  few  rods  south  of  the  branch  road, 
leading  to  tho  present  residence  of  Imnv.  C.  "Wheat on.  IIo  had 
probably  resided  in  this  town  one  or  two  years  bef  jre  his  nuir- 
riage,  Jis  we  find  that  ho  became  a  member  of  tho  Bajitist 
cliur(;]i  on  the  9th  of  November,  1800,  and  was  cliosen  cliurch 
clerk  two  years  later.  His  dwelling  house,  being  quite  large, 
was  occupied  by  tlie  Bajjtist  society  as  a  jdace  of  worhliip,  from 
the  time  they  left  tho  present  Town  House  to  tho  completion 
of  tlicir  new  Iiouhc  of  worsliiji.  About  the  year  1811,  ho 
removed  to  Bran<loii,  thence  to  Slielburne,  and  thence,  in  1810, 
to  I'utiiaiii,  Ohio,  wliere  he  died  in  1825.  Mrs.  Conant  died 
in  "  ^Ir.  Coiuint  was  an  iugenius  mechanic,  and  said 

to  be  H  good  physi(;iHn  wliich  profession  he  followed  some 
years,"t 

Jirah  Barlow  of  Greenwich,  Mass.,  brother  of  William, 


•  Horn  III  .S.  jii.  lubcr,  17T0. 
-t  UcndcV*  Mb. 
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nlready  inciitionod,  nunc  licre  in  1700,  nnd  purchnsed  of 
Cluster  Powers  a  "piece  or  pnrcel"  of  lund  lying  east  and 
northeast  of  Ponfield's  mill-lot,  and  it  included  the  water  privi- 
lege, "  together  with  the  fulling  mill,  dye  house,  two  Btrings  of 
tendcrhars,  dwelling  house,  and  shoji,  and  one  pair  clothier's 
shcjirs,  one  iron  screw  and  box,  and  one  clothier's  plait." 
Powers  purchased  this  property  the  31st  da}'  of  March,  1797, 
of  Noel  "William  Avery,  who  had  built  the  mill  the  prc\nou8 
year.  This  mill  stood  on  Ripley  Brook  some  twenty  or  thirty 
rods  from  its  entrance  into  Furnace  Brook.  Soon  after  Mr. 
Barlow  made  this  ])urchjiflc,  he  bought  the  water  privilege 
below  Pcniield's  null,  and  built  what  is  now  a  part  of  tlie 
straw-board  mill,  owned  by  Mr.  Allen.  Here  ho  airdcd  wool, 
nnd  niantifactured  and  dressed  cloth.  On  the  ojjposito  side  of 
tlio  stream  }»o  btult  an  oil  mill,  and  a  few  rods  below  this  he 
put  up  a  distillery.  On  the  6th  of  July,  1801,  ho  married 
Anna,  daughter  of  Simeon  Parmeloo,  and  located  in  a  house 
which  stood  on  the  bank  in  tho  mill  yard,  two  or  throe  rods 
southwest  of  tho  barn  now  owned  by  II.  F.  Lothrop.  Ho  was 
a  man  of  coTisiderablo  energy  but  tlio  result  of  his  operations 
showed  that  he  had  more  business  on  his  hands  than  he  could 
nuiiuige  to  advantage.  He  left  this  town  about  the  year  1820, 
and  went  t^  tho  State  of  Illinois. 

Tho  Whcatoii  family  is  of  English  descent;  the  first  in  this 
country  wiw  'i'liomas  Wheedon  (English  ortli()grai)hy )  who 
came  hero  from  England  in  1  (!.")().  lie  wjis  then  nineteen 
years  of  ago,  and  he  w(!iit  to  North  Brandlord  where  he  learned 
the  tanning  and  currying  business  of  a  man  by  the  luime  of 
(iilbert.  About  the  year  1(>.')7,  he  niarrii-d  Hannah  Harvey, 
Ho  became  a  man  of  wealth  and  died  at  the  age  of  ninety. 
His  family  cctusisted  of  two  sons,  'J'liomas  and  .loiiathan,  and 
four  daughters.  One  of  these  sons,  it  is  not  certain  which,  had 
a  son  Isaac,  who  married  and  had  three  sons,  viz.:  Solomon, 
Isauc  and  James;  tho  latter  married  Diuu  \Vhedou  by  whom 
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lie  had  sons,  Rnfus,  Isaac,  Pittnian  and  James ;  and  dangh- 
ters,  Eunice,  Irena,  Olive  and  Lois.  James,  the  fatlier,  died 
March  8,  1804. 

Isaac  Whcaton,*  (jis  he  spelled  his  name,)  the  son  of  James 
above  mentioned,  became  a  joiner  by  trade,  and  came  to  Tliet- 
ford,  Vt.,  where  lie  worked  a  few  weeks  and  then  cjimo  to 
Chittenden  and  bought  the  Rmdall  farm,  but  kejU  it  only  a 
few  months.  After  tliis  ho  married  Ircnn,t  daughter  of  Jona- 
tluin  Dike,  aiid  resided  n  short  time  in  the  house  with  Capt. 
Caleb  Cooley ;  but  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  1801,  he 
bought  of  Stephen  Mead,  Jr.,  fifty-livo  acres  of  land — a  part 
of  the  first-division  lot  of  tlio  right  of  Alexander  Scott — which 
included  a  part  of  tlio  Sanmel  Crippen  farm,  now  owned  by 
Ransom  Burdett.  lie  resided  here  the  following  winter,  but 
on  the  Ist  of  February,  1802,  he  sold  this  farm  to  Hiram  Hop- 
kins, and  on  the  19th  of  April  following,  he  bought  of  Abel 
Wriglit  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  tjie  most  essential  part  of 
what  has  since  been  known  as  the  "Wheaton  farm.  Mr.  Whcaton 
made  many  improvements  on  tluit  farm  and  resided  there  till 
hia  death,  Nov.  25,  1851,  wlien  it  pjissed  into  the  hands  of 
his  worthy  son,  Isaac  C.  Whcaton.  Mrs.  Wheaton  died  July 
5,  1855. 

Cliapinan  Ilitclicock,  son  of  John,  married  Chrissey  Hill  in 
1801.  He  made  the  first  improvements  and  built  a  house 
where  E.  Sewurd  now  resides — known  us  the  Alexander  place 
— and  occupied  it  till  after  the  death  of  his  fathfcr  wlien  he 
returned  to  tlio  paternal  hoinestead.  He  ])ossosse(l  a  cultivated 
mind  and  wuh  very  fond  of  music  in  wliicli  he  becunie  very 
]>r(jficieiit.  For  several  winters  he  taught  singing  schools,  and 
b}'  our  older  inliabitaiils  he  will  be  remembered  aii  the  leader 
of  the  choir  in  the  old  Congregational  Meeting  House,  where 
were  often  heiird  old  Claremont,  Judgment  Anthem,  etc.  He 

•  H(.m  A  111;-  1",  l"'^- 
t  bora  Juuu  'Zi,  177U. 
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was  also  very  much  given  to  Imnting,  being  always  ready  to 
join  his  neiglibors  in  a  hunt  for  bears  or  deer,  many  of  which 
were  roaming  about  the  township  or  neighboring  hills.  On 
one  occasion,  in  company  with  Andrew  Barnard,  lie  followed  a 
bear  up  on  the  side  of  the  hill  west  of  his  house,  where  tho 
dogs  drove  bruin  up  a  tree.  On  coming  up  Barnard  fired  and 
brought  tho  beast  to  the  ground,  wounded,  but  abundantly  able 
to  fight.  Hitchcock  raised  his  gun  to  fire,  but  Barnard  cried 
**  Hold  on,  you  will  kill  my  dog !"  Ho  then  seized  a  hand- 
spike and  struck  a  heavy  blow  which  the  bear  warded  off,  but 
it  killed  tho  dog.    Ho  then  took  his  gun  and  killed  the  bear. 

Potor  Breseo,  from  Stockbridgo,  Mass.,  brother  of  Christo- 
pher who  has  already  boon  mentioned,  married  Hannah  June 
of  ]Jrandon,  Jan.  7,  1802,  and  located  on  the  farm  which  has 
boon  mentioned  as  once  tlie  home  of  John  Hall,  now  that  of 
Alexander  Parmelec.  There  were  two  houses  then  on  that 
farm,  both  standing  north  of  the  present  house  and  near  tho 
north  barn  ;  and  in  one  of  these  Mr.  Brcsce  resided  a  few 
years,  wl>en  he  moved  a  little  nortli  to  the  farm  now  owned  by 
David  H olden.  Ho  removed  thence  to  a  house  which  stood  a 
few  rods  south  of  the  west  end  of  tho  Mead  bridge.  He  had 
a  blackHmith's  shop  near  the  house,  in  which  he  wrought  at  his 
trade,  that  of  a  blacksmith.  He  moved  to  Canada,  where  he 
afterwards  died. 

Klisha  Rich,  son  of  Elder  Elisha,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade, 
though  ho  occasionally  officiated  as  a  Baptist  prea(;her.  Ho 
married  Peggy  liarnes,  Feb.  9,  1802,  and  resided  a  short  time 
with  his  purentH  in  this  town,  after  which  he  moved  to  Sugar 
Creek,  Penn.  He  iidierited  the  most  of  his  father's  estate,  a 
l)art  of  which  was  in  this  town.* 

Levi  Gitchel,  son  of  David,  married  Diadania,  daughter 
of  John  Diiniuick,  January  31,  1802,  and  located  on  the  homo 
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fiirin  with  his  juirents.  Anotlicr  son,  Eh',  iiinrried  ami  resided 
there,  also,  till  about  tlie  year  1806,  when  the  two  brothers 
removed  to  Pennsylvania.  David,  the  lather,  died  about  the 
year  1803,  and  iiis  widow  left  the  town  witii  her  sons. 

Samuel  Luais  was  a  school  teacher  by  profession,  and  was 
employed  in  this  business  during  the  niost  of  the  time  that  ho 
resided  in  this  town,  lie  nmrrie<l  Sandi,  eldest  dauj^htcr  of 
Nathaniel  Kingslcy,  and  lociited  on  the  place  now  owned  by 
Martin  Ix;ach.*  lie  wjis  a  cripi)le,  unable  to  labor  on  a  farm, 
and  consequently  devoted  his  time  to  teaching;,  lie  sold  the 
place  upon  whi(;h  he  first  located  to  Abraham  AValker,  Oct. 
29,  1804,  and  the  lirst  of  November  he  took  a  deed  of  twcnty- 
nino  acres  of  Absalom  Burnham — the  same  land  now  owned 
by  Henry  Sherman,  James  Bucknam  and  Josiali  Ixjonard.  The 
house  in  which  ^Ir.  Lucas  here  resided,  stood  a  few  rods  south 
of  where  Mr.  Bucknam  now  lives.  Soon  after  he  piirchased 
this  land  he  sold  one  acre  of  it  to  Abraham  Drury.  This  was 
a  corner  piece  and  the  same  ujKm  which  Mr.  Ix^onard's  red 
house  now  stands.  Lucas  sold  the  renuunder  of  his  land 
(twenty-eight  acres)  to  Phineas  and  William  Kijtlcy,  December 
10,  1807,  and  moved  to  Amsterdam,  Is.  Y.,  where  he  died. 

Thomas  AVinslow  was  from  Greenwich,  Mass.  His  mother 
was  ^Margaret,  daughter  of  Benjamin  (^ooley  of  that  town,  and 
sister  of  Col.  Benjamin  Cooley  of  Pittsford.  He  came  to 
I'itthford  about  tlie  year  1802,  and  married  the  widow  of 
Timothy  ^fead.  Timothy  l^fead,  son  Stephen,  Sen.,  had  built 
a  house  sr<nie  live  or  six  rods  south  of  his  father's  residence, 
and  had  married  and  resided  there  till  his  death  in  the  year 
1800.  Two  yi-ars  later  Thomas  Winslow  married  j\lr.  ^lead's 
widow  and  occupied  that  house  till  aboiit  the  year  1S18,  when 
he  removed  from  tlu;  t(nvn. 

Harvey  Houghton,  from  Brimfield,t  Miuis.,  married  Polly 


•  Hr  ptirctiriKfd  tl,i«  ).ln<c  of  John  Penflclr),  .Jr.,  Mnrcli  10.  1803. 
t  before  couilm;  to  I'Ulsford  he  had  resided  In  Chaze,  N.  Y. 
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Brcwstor  of  tins  towni,  July  7,  1803,  nnd  locntod  on  n  piece  of 
land  north  of  nnd  adjoining  tlie  farm  of  John  liarnes.  The 
liouse  in  wliicli  lIou<;hton  lived  stood  about  three  nnls  west  of 
the  ]>re8ent  hifjhway,  and  fifteen  rods  southwest  of  tiic  thrco 
large  boulden*  on  the  east  side  of  the  highway.  Solomon 
Muulton,  also  from  Briintield,  had,  at  an  earlier  period,  lomted 
a  few  rods  ftirther  north,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  nearly 
opposite  the  burying  ground,  llougliton  left  the  town,  '^it 
Moulton  died  hen  J)out  tlio  year  1830. 

Charles  I^unb  wna  born  in  IScotland  in  1747,  and  became  a 
mason  and  8tone-<Mitter  by  trade.  He  enlisted  into  the  British 
military  service  in  1775,  and  was  sent  to  America  in  the  expe- 
dition under  (ten.  Howe.  In  the  vicinity  of  Boston  lie  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Americans,  whether  willingly  or  unwil- 
lingly wo  are  not  informed.  At  any  rate,  he  never  again 
joined  the  army,  but  retired  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life. 
Ho  married  Sarah  Pierce  of  Pittsticld,  Muss.,  in  1777,  and 
located  in  that  town  where  ho  resided  till  1791,  when  he  moved 
to  Salem,  N.  Y.  In  1803,  March  11  th,  he  bought  of  Asa 
Blackmer*  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  datightcr,  Mrs.  Sally 
"Walker.  Ho  resided  on  that  farm  till  iiis  death,  February  4, 
1834.    !Mrs.  Lamb  died  in  Se])tember,  1S41. 

Joab  Powers,  son  of  Jeremiah  of  (Greenwich,  ])robably 
came  to  Pitthf(»rd  with  other  members  of  his  father's  family. 
On  the  31st  of  August,  171M),  he  bought  of  Joseph  Rowley 
fifty-five  acres  of  land,  "being  the  easterly  half  of  the  second- 
division  lot  of  the  original  riglit  of  Peter  Johnson  and  on 
the  Ctth  of  Novend)er,  the  same  year,  lie  l)ought  also  of  Joseph 
Rowley  iifty-fiv(!  acres,  tlu;  same  "being  one-half  of  the  tliird- 
divihion  lot  of  the  original  rigbt  of  Peter  Johnson."  This  land 
was  located  in  Sugar  Hollow  and  was  nearly  identical  with  the 

•  A^a  HIiK-ldiKT  lundc  llic  flrnl  lin|ir(>V('iiiciilH  on  ilmi  furm,  litil  we.  nrc  (innli'c  to 
Imrn  whi-n  lie  ciiiiiiiii'tic'cd  llitiu.  Hu  wa»  from  (iri-inu ich,  .Mass.  In  1S03  ho 
uovcd  to  Untiidou.  ' 
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farm  recently  owned  by  John  Rjind.  Mr.  Powers  bnilt  tlie 
house  now  standing  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  and  about  the 
year  1803,  married  Milleant  ,  and  h)C'ated  on  tlie  west- 
erly lialf  of  that  farm.  lie  died  there  about  the  year  1830. 
Justus  Powers,  brother  of  the  precedinj;,  nuirried  Lucy,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Carpenter,  and  located  with  his  parents  on  the 
east  side  of  the  lughwa>',  opposite  his  l;rother.  He  moved  to 
Kutland  about  the  year  1810. 

David  Hall  wjis  born  in  Colchester,  Conn.,  Nov.  8,  1704, 
and  when  a  young  man  he  went  to  Surry,  N.  11.,  where  he 
married,  April  3,  1784,  Abigail  Hitchcock,  who  was  born  in 
Bolton,  Conn.,  April  12,  1702.  They  resided  a  sliort  time  in 
Surry,  and  then  removed  to  Newport,  and  from  thence  to 
Brandon,  Vt.,  where  their  son  David  was  born,  June  3,  1795. 
In  1803,  the  family  came  to  Pittsford  and  located  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Alexander  Parnielee.  They  occuj)ied  one  of 
the  two  log  houses*  which  at  that  time  stood  a  lew  rods  north 
of  the  house  now  on  that  farnu  Mr.  Hall  died  in  Pittsford, 
Nov.  7,  1841 ;  Mrs.  Hall  died  in  Sudbury,  Aug.  28,  1833. 

Asa  Mead,  son  of  John,  married  Polly,  daughter  of  Hezo- 
kiah  Carr,  September  4,  1803,  and  resided  some  years  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  Carr.  During  his  residence  here  his  time  was 
principally  employed  in  making  shingles.  He  and  Mr.  Carr 
left  the  town  about  the  same  time. 

William  Chapman,  when  a  young  man,  worked  for  Major 
Cheney  in  the  north  part  of  Rutland;  but  on  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1803,  he  married  Elizabeth  Tupper,  and  located  on 
n  ])iece  of  land  lying  east  of  the  ])resent  residence  of  Royal 
Hall,  and  north  of  Lot  Keeler's.  Some  vestiges  of  the  house 
may  still  be  seen,  t<jgether  with  the  ontlmrd  near  it.  'J'here 
WJifi  a  William  Chapman  at  one  time  living  in  a  log  hoiisef 

•  Mr.  Hall  aniTwnrtlH  built  and  occuj)led  the  hounc  wlilcli  In  now  the  rculdciico 
of  Alexander  l*iirnieh-e. 

1  There  were  two  hdnneM  noiir  Ihnt  barn.  One  wo*  for  a  lime  occupied  by  Chap- 
laan,  uud  tbo  uihcr  by  a  Mr.  Urooka. 
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wliidi  Ptooil  on  tlio  Ilubbardton  roail,  on  tlie  liill  west  of  Mnr- 
bIuUI  Thoimis',  niid  nenr  where  the  bnrn  r.ow  etnmls.  Quite 
likoly  this  wns  the  same  man  who,  some  time  aftcrwiirils  moved 
to  the  State  of  New  York. 

Bradley  Squire  was  from  Manchoster,  Vt.,  but  we  can  learn 
little  of  his  ancestry.  Ho  Wfts  a  large,  portly  man,  and  in 
early  life  became  a  school  teacher,  a  voc4ition  m  IucIi  ho  followed 
several  years  in  tliis  town.  He  married  Sally,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Rowley,  July  80,  1803,  and  resided  a  short  time  in 
the  family  of  Deacon  Caleb  Hendeo  who,  in  1791,  had  married 
bin  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Squire,  then  a  widow.  Mr.  Squire 
resided  in  this  town  but  a  few  years  after  his  marriage.  Ho 
had  a  brother,  Phineas  Squire,  who  married  Esther,  another 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Rowley,  and  resided  some  years  on  the 
Rowley  farm,  but  eventually  moved  to  Pennsylvania. 

Joshua  Rates,  born  in  Mendon,  Mass.,  March  20,  1782, 
came  to  Pittsford  in  1801,  and  married,  Dec.  6,  1804,  Rebecca 
DotigliiH,  who  was  born  March  0,  1785.  They  located  on  the 
fiinn*  first  improved  and  occupied  by  Ellas  Hall.  His  wife 
Reitecca  died  Sept.  9,  1839,  and  he  married  Mary  Warner  who 
died  Sept.  10,  1805.    Mr.  Bates  died  February  10,' 1807. 

Noah  Cooley,  son  of  Col.  Benjamin,  married  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Sutherland,  January  24,  1804,  atul  located  on  the 
\\eHt  side  of  Otter  Crock,  uj)on  land  now  owned  by  RniiHoni 
Btirdett.  The  house  ho  occupied,  Imilt  l>y  him,  stood  on  the 
east  side  of  the  old  road  leading  from  the  residence  of  Tilly 
AVulker  to  that  of  Peter  Rico — now  R.  Ihinlctt'rt.  The  cellar 
of  the  house  cum  still  be  seen  in  lh(^  piihtiire  about  thirty  rods 
west  of  the  railroad,  Mr.  Cooley  resided  there  a  few  years, 
and  then  removed  to  the  western  (rountry  where  lie  died,  Jap. 
II,  1850.    Mrs.  Cooley  died  July  4,  1S54. 

•  Mr  Hiiir*  houiflii  farm  of  hi*  cider  broibcr,  MItbacI,  who  purchased  it  of 
Ella*  Uall,  Sept.  0,  1705. 
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Elislm  Woodruff,  Jr.,  son  of  Elislm,  married  Welthen, 
daughter  of  William  Spencer,  Jan.  5,  1804,  and  locjited  on 
tlie  place  now  owned  by  Peter  Bullet.  lie  removed  to  St. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  1814:. 

Peter  Thomjis,  born  in  Concord,  Mass.,  March  1, 1770,  son 
of  John  Marion,  located  here  in  1804.  lie  well  remcmlKjred 
tho  battle  of  Ixsxington  and  the  cventAd  scenes  of  that  day. 
His  parents,  in  common  with  other  inhabitants  of  tho  town, 
"wero  alarmed  by  tho  approach  of  tho  enemy,  and  while  Mr. 
Marion  joined  tho  men  of  tho  town  in  secreting  what  was  left 
of  common  and  military  stores,  Mrs.  Marion  and  her  son,  a 
little  more  than  five  years  of  ago,  with  other  women  and  children 
fled  to  tho  hills  for  safct}'.  There  young  Marion,  who  after- 
wards took  tiio  name  of  Thomjis,  saw  tho  British  Regulars  as 
they  marched  into  tho  town ;  and  after  their  departure  ho  saw 
tho  dead  bodies  of  several  i)erson8  whom  they  had  murdered. 
These  events,  at  that  tender  age,  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
liis  mind,  and  ho  was  accustomed  to  narrate  them  with  deep 
emotion.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Joseph  Ilead  of 
Acton,  in  October,  1803.  Tho  following  year  tliey  came  to 
this  town  and  located  on  tho  farm  now  owned  by  his  son 
Marshall.  Mr.  Tlioinas  purchased  this  oi"  Joiin  Marion  who 
had  it  of  Nathan  Whittemore.  Mr.  Whittemore  built  tho 
liouse  in  which  the  family  resided  till  1846,  when  it  was 
removed  and  tlie  present  one  built  by  Marshall  Thomas. 

Thomas  Burditt,  from  Lynn,  Mass.,  came  to  Pittsford  about 
the  year  1804,  and  located  on  the  cjistcrly  slope  of  West  Hill, 
on  land  now  owned  by  Ransom  Burditt.  lie  made  tho  first 
clearing  tlicre  and  l)uilt  a  liouso  very  nearly  west  of  the  present 
residence  of  Mrs.  Susan  Burditt.  Mr.  Burditt  and  his  wife 
botli  died  in  this  town. 

Wo  know  little  of  Samuel  Smith.    lie  married  Rebecca, 
daughter  of  Abruliain  Owen,  December  24,  1804,  and  located 
in  tho  westerly  part  of  the  town,  on  the  easterly  slope  of  tho 
22 
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Iiill  west  of  Tlioinns  BenU'  j)lnco — now  Rufns  Thomas'.  The 
hotuo  he  occupied  wns  aliout  one-half  mile  from  Mr.  BcnU'. 

From  that  place  he  removed  to  Canada  where  he  resided  a 
few  years,  and  then  returned  to  Pittsford  and  occiipied  the 
house  now  owned  hy  Haskell  Burditt,  This  Jiouse  formerly 
stood  on  the  William  Bcals  fjinn,  but  was  removed  to  its  pres- 
ent position  hy  Mr.  Smith,  who  resided  there  a  few  years  and 
tJion  moved  to  Michigan  where  ho  died. 

Isaac  I/K)nard  wns  from  Eiiston,  Mass.  His  father,  Jacob 
Leonard,  was  born  in  Easton  in  1746,  and  married  Jerusha 
Oapcn  who  was  born  in  Stoughton,  Mjiss,,  in  1750.  They 
located  in  Easton  whore  were  born  the  following  children,  viz.j 
Isiuic,  Jacob,  Cai)on  and  Militiah.  On  the  lltli  of  July,  1801, 
Jacob,  the  father,  purchased  of  Elislia  Bradford  a  tract  of  wild 
land  in  Vermont,  a  i)art  of  wliich  lay  in  the  northeast  part  of 
Pittsford  and  a  part  in  Chittenden.  The  Pittsford  portion  was, 
in  1805,  deeded  to  his  son  Isaac*  who  built  a  house  and  made 
the  first  improvements  on  it.  Before  this,  however,  in  1796, 
lie  had  married  Rutli  Fullorf  of  Sharon,  and  tliey  came  to 
Pittsford  and  located  on  this  land  which  is  the  farm  now  owned 
by  tlioir  son  Martin.  Mr.  Leonard  died  in  1855  ;  Mrs.  Leonard 
in  1839. 

Samuel  Mead,  son  cf  Jolvn,  married  Anne,  daughter  of 
Elijah  Brown,  Jr.,  March  13,  1805,  and  resided  some  time  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Nathan  Ndlson,  on  the  place  now  owned  by 
George  Brown.  Mrs.  Mead,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  was 
only  about  fotirtoen  years  of  ago.  The  latter  j)art  of  their 
married  life  wjih  passed  in  the  eastorly  part  of  the  towiisliip  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  J.  McCaW.  There  Mr.  Mead  died, 
January  11,  1831.  Mrs.  Mead  died  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  May  31, 
1806, 

William  Beals,  from  Cornish,  N.  II.,  came  hero  in  1806, 


•  Horn  In  lT721n  ^a«tOD. 

♦  Boro  In  ITip. 
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nnd  bouglit  tlio  place  upon  whicli  Richard  Adams  had  resided, 
and  made  the  first  improvements.  Mr.  Beals  built  a  new  house 
and  barn  some  rods  northeast  of  the  house  built  by  Mr.  Adams, 
nnd  here  he  resided  till  his  death,  when  the  farm  passed  into 
the  possession  of  his  son  William,  Jr.  This  has  for  years  been 
known  ns  tlio  Bonis  farm,  but  it  is  now  owned  by  John 
Egglcston. 

Sturgcs  Penfiold,  son  of  John,  Sen.,  was  bom  in  New  Fair- 
field, Conn.,  Sept.  1,  1780,  and  came  to  Pittsford  with  his 
father's  family  in  1796.  While  a  young  man  he  learned  the 
linttcr's  trade  of  n  Mr.  Butler  of  Rutland.  On  tlie  12th  of 
Jnnunry,  1800,  he  married  Laura  Giddings,  who  was  born  Jan- 
uary 23,  1785.  This  event  took  place  in  New  Fairfield.  The 
pair  came  directly  to  Pittsford  and  resided  in  a  house  which 
stood  on  the  same  spot  where  they  ever  after  lived  and  where 
they  died.  This  house  was  formerly  the  saddler  shop  of  Mr. 
Pcnfleld's  brother  John,  but  it  had  been  removed  and  fitted  up 
for  a  dwelling  house.  His  father  built  him  a  hat  shop  which 
stood  five  or  six  rods  south  of  the  house,  nnd  in  this  ho  carried 
on  lint  making  some  years.  This  building  has  recently  been 
removed,  and  it  is  now  the  house  occupied  by  John  Lique.  In 
1808,  Mr.  Penfiold  built  a  store  at  the  corner  of  the  road,  on 
the  ground  formerly  oc(uipied  by  his  brother's  saddle  shop  and 
traded  thcro  about  ton  years.  Then,  in  comj)any  with  his 
brothers,  Allen  and  Abel,  ho  bought  the  woolen  factor}',  which 
had  been  operated  for  some  time  by  Stcj^hcn  Avery  and  others; 
nnd  hero  the}*  carried  o:j  wool-carding,  and  manufacturing  and 
drcfwing  doth.  After  a  few  yoai-s  the  three  brothers  diHsolvcd 
tlieir  coimrtnershij),  when  Mr.  Sturges  Penfiold  bought  his 
brothers'  interest  in  the  stock  property,  though  he  did  little 
manufacturing.  Retiring  from  business,  ho  devoted  the  rem- 
nant of  his  life  to  light  horticultural  pursuits.  lie  was  a  man 
of  strong  constitution,  great  energy  and  strict  integrity.  Ho 
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also  au  exemplary  Christian,  and  did  much  to  support  the 
religious  institutions  of  the  .town. 

l^fartiu  Leach,  the  son  of  Abisha  and  Patience  (Wood) 
Leacli,  was  born  in  Easton,  Mass.,  in  1771.  lie  became  a 
blacksmitli  by  trade  and  worked  witli  his  brother  Andrew  in 
Pitt«ford  as  early  as  1798,  and  allerwjirds,  he  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Middlebury.  In  1801,  he  married  Sylvia  Powers  of 
Norton,  Mass.,  who  was  bora  in  1774,  and  they  located  in 
Cummington  where  they  resided  till  1806,  when  they  cjime  to 
Pittsford  and  resided  on  the  place  now  owned  by  Asa  Nourse. 
The  house  they  oanipiod  has  since  been  removed,  and  it  is  now 
the  liouse  owned  by  Jcduthan  Tlionuis.  During  tlio  time  of 
his  roHidonco  on  that  place,  ho  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  shop, 
which  stood  n  few  rods  west  of  tlie  house.  But  wishing  to 
devote  his  time  to  agriculture  he  sold  this  place  in  1809,  and 
bought  tlie  farm  then  owned  by  Martin  Mead,  and  now  by 
Moses  P.  Humphrey.  The  constrvietion  of  the  house — the  one 
now  on  the  farm — had  been  commenced  by  Mr.  Mead,  but  it 
was  not  finished.  Mr.  Leach  completed  the  work  and  soon 
occupied  it.  The  most  of  the  improvements  on  that  farm  are 
the  result  of  his  labor.    He  died  in  1855  ;  Mrs.  Ixiuch,  in  1858. 

Elisha  Cox,  son  of  William,  married  Abiguil,  daughter  of 
Edward  Clifford,  Sen.,  March  6,  180G,  and  located  on  the 
homo  farm.  The  house  ho  occupied  had  been  built  by  his 
father,  and  it  stood  on  the  east  side  of  the  present  highway  and 
about  sixty  rods  south  of  the  stone  house  owned  by  Mr.  Sar- 
gent. Mr.  Cox  was  a  soldier  from  this  town  in  the  war  of 
181'2,  and  after  the  war  he  became  somcwliat  onibnrniBscd  in 
liirt  iiiuiiKrial  matters,  sold  his  farm  to  his  brother-in-hiw,  Ebene- 
zcr  Coiiaiit,  of  Brandon,  and  moved  to  Canada. 

William  Kiploy,  son  of  Phiiieas,  niarried  Ellis  Durfee, 
October  20,  1800,  and  located  on  the  homestead,  where  ho 
resided  till  1818,  when  ho  moved  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
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Stephen  Wood,  a  stone-cutter  by  trade,  married  Deborali 
Avery,  July  13, 1806,  and  located  on  the  place  formerly  owned 
by  Dr.  William  Frisbie.  His  principal  business  was  the  making 
of  pavcstoncs,  and  he  quarried  his  stone  from  a  ledge  now 
owned  by  Abraham  Owen,  and  lying  a  little  southeast  of  the 
residence  of  Abel  Morgan.  lie  changed  his  residence  several 
tijnes  M'hilo  n  citizen  of  the  town  and  left  it  about  the  year 
1814. 

The  Tottinghnm  families  of  tliis  country  have  mostly 
do<»cendo<l  from  Henry  Tottiiigham  (or  Tottman  aa  formerly 
often  written  and  pronounced)  who  was  boni  in  England, 
but  waa  in  Charlestown  in  1G40,  when  and  where  ho  sub- 
w.ribed  the  "  Town  Orders"  for  Wobuni.  He  removed  shortly 
after  to  Woburn ;  was  taxed  there  in  1645,  1646,1666;  and 
liad  a  right  assigned  him,  in  1668,  in  the  common  lands  of  the 
to^^'n.  By  his  wife,  Anna,  he  had — 1st,  Nehemiah,  born  Aug. 
28,  1646,  died  28t.h  March,  1714;  2d,  Elijali,  bom  Feb.  28, 
1651.  Anjia,  Ins  wife,  died  Feb.  23,  1663,  and  ho  married 
Alicx)  Alger,  July  13,  1664.    Elijah,  son  of  Henry,  married 

Mary   ,  and  had  Anna,  Mary,  Sarah,  Henry,  Elisha, 

Elizabeth,  Alice  and  Arminell.     Elisha,  son  of  Elijah  and 

Mary,  was  born  July  22,  1696,  and  married  Rebecca  , 

by  whom  ho  had  Rebecca,  Elisha,  Elizabeth,  John,  Phebe  and 
Abigail.  Illisha,  son  of  Elisha  and  Rebecca,  married  Sarah 
I^wrenco  of  Woburn,  May  27,  1736,  and  had  Elisha,  Sarah, 
Nathaniel,  Ephraim,  Moses,  Jonathan,  James,  Rebecca,  Abi- 
gail and  David.  Natlianiel,  son  of  Elisha  and  Sarali  (Lawrence), 
was  born  June  10,  1740,  married  Esther  Brown,  of  Lexington, 
and  settled  in  Westminster,  Mass.  Joseph  Tottiiigham,  stip- 
])osed  to  have  been  the  s6n  of  Natlumiel,  was  born  in  West- 
minster, September  14,  1783,  came  to  Pittsford  in  1805,  and 
on  the  14t]i  of  August  of  that  year  he  bouglit  one  acre  of  land 
witli  tlie  l)uildingfi  thereon,  the  land  the  same  that  is  now  owned 
by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bogue.  This  purchase  was  made  of  William 
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Baxter,  and  tlie  house,  an  old  one,  was,  some  years  after,  burnt. 
Mr.  Tottinglmin  married,  Januar}'  16,  1806,  Nancy  Wood  who 
was  bom  in  Westnunstcr,  Feb.  16,  1786.  They  located,  in 
Fcbniary,  on  the  place  purchased  in  Pittsford,  and  resided  on 
the  same  till  1813,  wlien  Mr.  T.  purchased  of  Jonatluin  Kendall 
a  farm  of  which  part  is  now  owned  by  Abraham  Owen.  Ho 
resided  in  the  Kendall  house  till  1816,  when  ho  built  a  new 
hoiiso — the  same  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Owen.  Mrs. 
Tottingham  died  Nov.  9,  1841.  Mr.  Tottingham  died  July  4, 
1859.  He  was  a  man  of  great  moral  worth,  a  deacon  of  tiio 
Congregational  church,  and  one  of  the  men  who  organized  tlie 
Pittsford  Temi>eranco  Society. 

Amos  Crippen,  son  of  Samuel,  was  bom  May  22,  1778, 
And  was  the  only  son  in  his  futlior'a  family,  tliough  ho  had  two 
sisters.  After  the  death  of  Ids  father,  aliout  tlie  year  1788,  ho 
was  placed  in  the  family  of  Samuel  Fairfield,  of  Whipple  Hol- 
low, where  he  remained  eight  or  ten  years.  Some  time  in 
tliis  period  he  came  near  being  dro^^Tied  in  Otter  Creek.  It 
appears  that  he  was  visiting  his  cousin,  Darius  Crippen,  at 
some  time  when  there  was  no  bridge  over  the  Creek  near 
Roger  Stevens'.  The  water  was  high  and  he  attempted  to 
cross  the  stream  in  a  boat  at  tlie  fordway,  but  had  i)roceeded 
only  a  short  distance  from  the  bank  when,  by  some  mismanage- 
ment, the  boat  was  upset  and  he  was  precipitated  into  deep 
water.  Some  boys  on  the  bank  gave  the  alarm,  and  Abel 
Stevens,  being  in  the  hay-field  near,  ran  to  his  rescue  and  saved 
him.  Ho  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and,  about  the 
year  1800,  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  John  IIitclico(tk,  Jr., 
and  located  on  the  place  now  OM'ncd  by  Nehemiuli  Barnes. 
His  house  and  shop  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1814,  ho  bought  of  John  Hitchcock,  Jr.,  sixty  acres 
of  land  which  included  the  principal  part  of  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Lewis  White.  Tlie  house  in  which  Mr.  White  now 
jcaidcfi  was  built  by  Mr.  Crippen.    In  a  few  years  ho  sold  that 
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place  and  bought  the  one  wliich  had  been  owned  by  Lyman 
Rockwood  —  now  owned  by  James  Bucknam  —  and  occupied 
the  house,  working  at  liis  trade  in  the  shop  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  road.  He  removed  to  tlio  State  of  Pennsylvania  about 
the  year  1855,  and  died  tlicre  in  August,  1864.  He  was  twice 
married.  Ilis  wife  Lucy  having  died,  he  subsequently  married 
Mrs.  Lucinda  Ives,  who  now  lives  in  this  town. 

Moses  Haven,  Jan.  7,  1807,  married  Polly,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Davis,  who  was  born  March  7,  1787.  Ho  resided 
Bomo  years  in  a  log  house  which  stood  on  .the  west  side  of  tlio 
road,  about  one  hundred  rods  north  of  the  lato  residence  of 
Israel  Burdott,  docejised.  Ho  removed  from  the  town  some 
years  since. 

Andrew  Leach  "was  tho  son  of  Abisha,  who  was  bom  at 
Titicut,  Mass.,  March,  1740,  and  in  1766,  married  Patience 
Wood  who  was  born  at  Bridgewater,  Septomber,  1745.  They 
located  in  Enston,  whoro  were"bo)*n  Andriew,  Philip,  Mar- 
tin, Jason,  Shepherd,  'Cephasj  Solomon,  Jerasba  and  Anno. 
Andrew,  tho  eldest,  born  Dec.  14,  1788,  became  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  came  to  Pittsford  in  1795,  and  worked  some  time  in 
the  shop  formerly  occupied  by  Elias  Hopkins.  In  1805,  ho 
purchased  what  has  since  been  known  as  the  Leach  farm,  includ- 
ing land  now  owned  by  William  C.  Cotting,  Joshua  D.  Barber, 
Jeffrey  A.  Randall,  Henry  F.  I^othrop  and  Asa  Nourso,  witli 
some  land  on  the  north  side  of  tlio  present  highway.  He  built 
a  blacksmith  shop  near  where  Thomas  Tennian's  shop  now 
stands,  and  in  1806,  built  the  house  now  owned  by  W.  C. 
Cotting.  On  the  24th  of  February,  1807,  he  married  Mary 
PowerH,*  and  occupiod  tlie  new  house.  His  wife  Mary  died  in 
June,  1810,  am]  the  following  October  ho  married  Deborah 
Spooncr,  wlio  was  born  in  New  London,  Conn.,  Fcbniary, 
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1779.  Mrs,  Delwrnh  Lcacli  died  February  7,  1823,  and  Mr. 
Lcacli  married  Olivia  Moulton,  of  Fairliaven,  Nov.  13tli,  tho 
same  year.  Mr.  LfCach  died  September  15,  1862.  Mrs.  Olivia 
Lcacli  died  August  27,  1840.  Tbe  following  extract  from  an 
obituary,  publislied  sliortly  after  Mr.  Leach's  death,  probably 
shoNvs  the  true  character  of  the  man : 

"  Ho  removed  to  Pittsford  when  a  young  man,  and  by 
industry  and  energ}'  in  business  as  a  mechanic  accumulated 
considerable  property,  and  on  account  of  his  integrity,  prompt- 
ness and  trustworthiness,  luis  ever  hold  a  prominent  station  in 
tho  community.  The  wuiso  of  education  found  in  Mr.  Loach  a 
firm  and  stcadfjist  friend.  Though  his  own  educjition  was  very 
limited,  yet  having  a  strong  nativo  intellect,  ho  became  a  very 
intelligent  man,  and  cherished  enlarged  and  libcnJ  views  of 
tlie  importance  of  mentid  training  and  development.  *  *  • 
•  •  •  •  •  He  early  made  a  profession  of  religion,  and 
united  witli  tlie  Congregational  church  of  which  ho  remained, 
to  tho  time  of  his  deatli,  one  of  tho  most  useful  and  active 
members.  Decisioix  and  constancy  were  the  most  prominent 
traits  in  his  character.  Li  no  pursuit  could  it  bo  said  of  him 
tluit  when  *  ho  put  his  hiuul  to  tho  plow  he  looked  back,'  and 
least  of  all  could  this  bo  said  of  him  in  the  work  of  religion 
In  late  years  CBj)ccially,  when  old  age  and  infirmity  were  upon 
him  he  sought  no  rchixution  from  Christian  duty,  but  mani- 
festly grow  ill  gruce  Jis  ho  advanced  in  yeai"s,  and  continued 
unto  tho  end.  The  heart  of  Mr.  Ixjach  was  fixed  on  the  object 
of  building  up  the  Savior's  kingdom.  This  was  manifest  not 
only  from  his  diligence  in  Christian  duties  at  home,  but  {vom 
the  liberality  witli  which  he  contributed  of  his  substanto  to 
send  tho  gospel  abroad.  All  tlic  principal  societies  for  tho 
extension  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  received  from  him  a 
constant,  and  according  to  his  innnns,  an  uncommonly  lil)cral 
support.   For  many  years  his  annual  contributions  to  Domestic 
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Missions  was  twenty  dollars,  and  to  Foreign  Missions  one  liun- 
drcd  dollars.  In  eleven  successive  years,  he  has  made  as  many 
members  of  his  family — liimself,  children,  and  wife's  children — 
life  members  of  the  American  Board." 

Jonathan  Dike,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born  in  Chittenden, 
April  16,  178G,  and  in  May,  1808,  married  Tumc8in,born  Jan- 
uary 4,  1787,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hammond,  and  located 
on  the  Juno  farm.  Mr.  Dike  built  a  house  on  the  cast  side 
of  the  present  highway,  and  about  midway  betwi.xt  the  old 
Juno  house  and  the  present  stone  house  on  the  Cox  farm.  IIo 
wjis  ft  Deputy  Sheriff  some  years,  and  was  eventuall}'  appointed 
Sheriff  of  the  couTJty,  when  ho  removed  to  Rutland  where  his 
wife  died  Aug.  23,  1829.  Mr.  Dike  died  in  Crown  Point, 
N.  Y,,  1871. 

Solomon  Farr,  Jr.,  a  moulder  by  trade,  married  Mabel 
Dean,  January  3,  1808,  and  located  on  the  place  now  owned 
by  Mrs.  Eliza  Council  lie  resided  in  the  town  but  ^  few  years 
and  the  most  of  this  time  was  spent  in  the  service  of  Gibbs  & 
Co.,  at  the  Furnace. 

Justin  Darling  was  bom  in  Marlboro',  Mass.,  October  30, 
1784,  and  his  early  life  was  spent  in  that  township.  He  camo 
to  Pittsford  when  a  yoimg  man,  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
Caleb  Coolcy,  March  17,  1808,  and  located  in  the  house  now 
owned  by  Mrs,  Margaret  Hennessey.  They  resided  in  this 
town  till  1830,  when  they  nioved*  to  the  western  part  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

Daniel  Sherman  wjis  the  son  of  Daniel  who  was  bom  in 
MjuwacliusettH,  in  Jul}',  17G3,  and  married  Anna  Knight  who 
■was  born  May  8,  1766.  They  died  in  Polton,  leaving  one  son, 
Daniel,  who  was  born  July  23,  1785.  IIo  became  a  wheel- 
wright, and  having  migrated  to  this  town  in  1806,  he  bought 
tlie  i)lace  now  owned  by  his  son  Ilenr}'.  In  1808  lie  married 
Polly  Ciorlmm,  who  was  born  in  Connc<;ticuf ,  April  16,  1790. 
Mr.  Sherman  built  the  house  and  otlier  buildings  now  owned 
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hy  his  son.  llo  worked  at  his  trade  a  hirge  proportiou  of  the 
titno  till  his  death,  June  29,  1854. 

John  Diniick,  from  Sullivan,  N.  II.,  located  here  in  18G8, 
lie  l>ou«;ht  of  Michael  Sanders  the  farm  now  owned  by  Joeeph 
AVoleott,  the  deed  being  dated  November  3,  1808.  The  first 
improvements  on  that  farm  were  made  by  Mr.  Sanders  who* 
resided  some  time  in  a  log  house  which  stood  on  the  west  side- 
of  the  road,  and  some  distance  northwest  of  the  present  house- 
which  Mr.  Sanders  had  built  before  he  sold  the  farm  to  Dimick.. 

Jacob  Thayer  married  "Wealthy  Grossman  and  located  in 
Easton,  Mass.  In  1809,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Pittsford 
and  purtrhiised  the  fann  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Eliza  Connell. 

Samuel  Wheeler  was  born  in  1787.  Ilis  birth-place  is  not 
known  to  the  writer,  thoijgh  his  parents  resided  some  years  in 
this  town.  In  1809,  ho  married  Catherine — born  Nov.  22, 
1789 — daughter  of  Caleb  Cooley,  and  resided  a  few  years  in 
the  family  of  his  father-in-law.  Ho  afterwards  removed  to  tljo 
Isle  La  Motto,  Grand  Isle  County,  where  ho  died,  April  10, 
1851.    Mrs.  Wheeler  died  Feb.  5,  1869. 

John  Juno,  son  of  Joshua,  born  in  1780,  married  Lydia, 
daughter  of  Ebenezcr  Lyman,  Jamiary  1,  1809,  and  resided 
some  years  on  the  Lyman  farm — now  David  Scofield's.  After 
changing  his  residence  several  times  ho  settled  in  Bnuidon, 
where  ho  died  in  June,  180G. 

Zachariah  Riind  became  a  resident  of  this  town  in  1809. 
lie  was  the  son  of  Col.  John  R^md  who  was  residing  in  Naira- 
gansct,  Mass.,  in  1753,  whose  lin+t  wife,  Kli/abcth,  died  Dec. 
14,  1750,  and  who  married,  1700,  widow  Tabitlia  Stedman. 
lie  had  Za<;liaria]i,  John,  Thomas,  William,  Samuel,  and  four 
daughters.  He  sust^iincd  important  town  oIHcch  and  rose  to 
the  rank  of  Colonel  in  the  militia.  lie  alho  served  as  Colonel 
in  the  Revolution.  He  died  Dec.  11,  1781),  in  the  sixty -seventh 
year  of  In's  age.  Ilis  eldest  son,  Zachariah,  lK)rn  in  Westmins- 
ter, Mass.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.    His  namo 
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is  found  upon  the  roll  of  a  company  of  eight-montlis  men  who 
enlisted  into  the  service  immediately  after  tlie  Lexington  alarm. 
At  the  time  when  the  alarm  was  excited  by  the  Bennington 
figlit,  in  August,  1777,  his  name  is  found  upon  the  roll  of  a 
company  of  men  who  marched  from  Westminster  and  were  in 
service  ten  days.  After  the  war  ho  married  Jerusha  Sawyer 
and  located  in  Westminster,  his  native  town.  He  had  the  fol- 
lowing children,  viz.:  Asa,  PIicIkj,  NatJumiel,  Jcruslia,  T«mar, 
Lucinda,  Susanna,  Betsey,  John  Stark,  Ebeiiczer  Blanchard, 
Diantha.  In  January,  1809,  he  removed  from  Westminster  to 
Pittsford,  Vt.,  and  lo<;ated  on  the  Powers  farm  in  Sugar  Hol- 
low, now  owned  by  Watson  C.  Rand  and  William  Nicholas- 
Mr.  Rand  died  hero  in  April,  182G;  Mrs.  Rand  died  Augiist 
13,  1844. 

Some  of  the  public  acts  of  the  past  ten  jears  will  appear 
from  the  following  quotations  from  the  records  of  this  period : 

At  a  meeting  held  on  the  24th  of  February,  1800,  the  town 
"voted,  ou  application  of  Hiram  Hopkins,  that  tlio  selectmen 
for  the  time  l)eing,  be  authorized  to  Deed  to  Ephraim  Morgan 
of  Troy  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  his  Heirs  and  Assigns, 
60  much  Land  from  off  the  S.  E.  Corner  of  S.  side  of  the  Plot 
of  Land,  on  which  the  Meeting  House  now  stands,  jis  will  com- 
pensate him  or  them  for  the  Land  which  now  lies  in  Common 
or  Highway,  which  belonged  to  the  said  Morgan's  House  lot, 
now  occui)icd  by  Hiram  Hopkins  and  take  a  Deed  to  the  Town 
of  Pittsford  of  the  Common  Land  from  the  said  Morgan's  Lot, 
and  agreeable  to  tlie  former  contract  made  between  the  Town 
and  the  prior  owner  of  sd  l^t." 

*'  Voted  to  raise  a  Tax  of  three  Mills  on  a  Dollar  on  tlio 
<irand  List  for  A.  D.  1799,  payable  on  the  first  day  of  Juno 
next." 

"Voted  to  rnisc  a  Tax  of  one  Cent  on  a  Dollar  on  the 
'Grand  List  of  A.  D.  1800,  payable  in  Rye,  Wheat  or  Indian 
"Com  on  the  first  day  of  January  next'*  . 
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«'  Tuesday,  March  25,  1800. 

Voted  tlmt  the  Selectmen  bo  allowed  to  grant  lil)erty  to  any 
number  of  Individuals  of  sd  Town,  to  build  a  Horse  Shed  or 
Sheds  on  tlie  Town's  Land,  near  the  Meeting  House  for  liis  or 
their  own  use." 

"  Tuesday,  September  2,  1800. 

Voted  to  Establish  a  Survey  of  a  Road  as  a  Town  Road 
laid  by  tlie  present  Selectmen  from  Mr.  Penfield's,  by  Jenner's 
Mill  to  Andrew  Leach's  Uwern." 

"March  3,  1801. 

Voted  that  Swino  bo  allowed  to  rxm  at  largo  well  yoked 
and  ringed,  the  Pound  Keeper  to  be  the  Judge  of  the  suffi- 
ciency of  said  Yokes  and  Rings." 

"  Voted  that  there  bo  a  Connnittee  of  three  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  a  squirrel  hunt  this  spring  and  report  to  this  or  our 
next  adjourned  meeting.  Chose  Caleb  Hendee,  Jr.,  Caleb 
Cooley  and  Ebenezer  Hopkins  for  said  Committee." 

*'  Voted  to  raise  a  Town  tax  of  one  Cent  and  five  Mills  on 
the  Dollar  to  bo  assessed  on  the  Grand  List  of  A.  D.  1801." 

"  Hero  follows  a  list  of  the  persons'  names  who  were  admit- 
ted by  (ho  Selectmen  to  the  i>rivilcge8  of  freemen  and  were 
duly  Hworn  us  the  Law  directs  at  the  aforesaid  meeting,  viz.: 
EliHhtt  Rich,  Jr.,  Samuel  Lucafl,  Edward  Clifford,  Paul  Luc^, 
Timothy  Tall,  Eleazcr  Harwood,  Jr.,  Calvin  Conant,  Heman 
Johnson,  Joab  Powers,  "William  Allen,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Warner, 
Jr.,  Nathaniel  Quincy,  Gordon  NcwcU,  Joseph  Johnson,  James 
Hicock,  Ihuuc  ^fathon,  Hiram  Haxter,  Thomas  Joy,  Hiram 
Phillips,  Howard  I^jitlirop,  Peter  Presee,  Jr.,  Isaac  Clark, 
Calvin  Wilder,  Aiiioh  Churchill. 

Attest,       Caleii  Hk.ndkk,  T.  Clerk." 

"  March  2,  1802. 

Voted  to  give  a  bounty  of  tlio  Town's  nioiioy  of  ten  dol- 
lars, for  each  grown  Wolf  tliat  shall  be  caught  in  tho  Town  of 
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Pittsford,  or  pursued  out  of  sd  Town  and  cnught  by  any  Inhab- 
itant or  luhabitiints  of  sd  town,  and  five  dolljirs  for  each  young 
Wolf  caught  as  aforesmd. 

On  appHcation  to  the  Town  to  advance  money  to  repair  tlio 
bridge  over  Otter  Creek  near  Tilly  Walker's ;  It  was  voted  that 
the  Seiectnien  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  on  a  view 
and  examination  of  the  premises,  to  use  their  discretion  as  it 
respects  advancing  money  for  the  repairs  thereof." 

At  Freemen's  meeting  Sept.  7,  1802,  "the  following  per- 
sons were  didy  admitted  and  sworn  as  Freemen,  viz.:  Nathan 
Jonncr,  Natlmn  D.  Wright,  Asa  Blackmer,  Riduird  Bristol, 
TJiomas  Wiuslow  and  John  Kimball,  all  Inhabit4ints  of  Pittsford. 

Attest,       Calku  Hkndek,  T.  Clerk." 

"September  7,  1802. 

Voted  to  raise  a  Town  Tax  of  one  Cent  on  a  Dollar,  to  bo 
assessed  on  tljo  present  year's  list  and  made  payable  in  Grain, 
on  the  firet  day  of  January  next." 

"March  8,  1803. 

Voted  to  Build  a  Bridge  over  Otter  Creek,  near  Mr.  Matt- 
son's  Limd  within  a  year  from  this  time." 

"Sept.  6,  1803. 

List  of  Freemen  sworn  at  the  foregoing  Meeting — to  wit ; 
William  Allen,  Abel  Wright,  Jr.,  Daniel  Pierce,  Lot  Hudson, 
Oliver  C.  Bogue,  Elijah  Brown,  3d,  Simeon  Parmelee,  Jr., 
Fbenezcr  Titus,  Jr.,  Robert  Iloore,  Union  Keith  and  Sanniel 
Buel. 

bworn  by  Caleu  IIkndee,  T.  Clerk." 

"  September  fi,  1803. 

Voted  to  raise  one  Cent  2  Mill  on  the  Dollar  of  the  Grand 
List  of  the  yeiir  1803,  jiayable  in  Money  the  5th  day  of 
December  next.    Voted  that  the  Selectmen  have  leave  to  set 


334 


HISTORY  OF  PITTSFORD. 


up  the  Inooulntion  of  tlio  6mall-|)OX,  to  continue  until  the  first 
of  ^In\'  next  under  tlje  proper  restrictions  of  the  Law,  in  such 
cnscs  provided." 

"Septemher  8,  1804. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  nnd  they  nro  herchy  nuthorized 
to  appropriate  Seven  Dollars  of  the  Town's  Money  towards 
repairing  the  Bridge  over  Otter  Creek,  near  Tilly  Walker's, 
Providing  that  Neighborhood  or  others  complete  the  remmnder 
of  sd  repairs." 

•'Tuesday,  September  3,  1805. 

List  of  persons  admitted  to  take  the  Freeman's  oatlu  to  wit: 
Abrulium  Breseo,  Chauncy  Fonn,  Ezra  Mead,  Ira  Ladd,  John 
Gillett,  Eliiis  Plumb,  Elisha  Drury,  Elias  S.  Mead  and  Jesse 
Wheeler. 

Sworn  before  me,  Calrb  Hkndee,  Je.,  T.  Clerk." 

"March  26,  1806. 

List  of  Freemen  admitted  nnd  sworn  at  the  above  Free- 
men's Meeting,  viz:  Israel  Elswortli,  Thomas  Spencer,  Solomon 
llendee,  Bradley  Squire,  Allen  Cobb  and  Isaac  Rowley. 

September  2,  1800. 

List  of  ])or8oiiH  admitted  and  qualified  as  freemen  as  the 
Imw  directs,  to  wit:  Reuben  Wicker,  William  Ripley,  Ozias 
Osborn,  Nathan  Wadsworth,  Dan  Dike,  Elislia  Woodrijff,  Jr., 
John  Parsons,  Elisha  Hall,  Samuel  Fairfield,  Jr.,  Ciicster 
Ix'oiuird,  Allen  Penficld,  David  Mauley,  Sardius  Manley,  The- 
ojihilus  1^.  Rowe,  Justine  Darling,  John  Munson,  Orin  Policy, 
I-i:mc  Gillett,  Elisha  Cox,  Ashhel  Parnielee,  Ehenezer  A. 
Walker,  1'imothy  Talt,  Jr.,  Eli  Gitchell  and  Thonuis  Wylbys. 
Sworn, 

Before  me, 

Calkb  Hendek,  Jh.,  Justice  Peace." 

Wolves  committed  such  ravages  among  the  sheep  at  this 
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period,  that  a  public  meeting,  composed  of  men  from  tliis  and 
tlio  adjoining  towns,  was  lield  at  Kendall's  liotel  in  Pittsford, 
the  16tli  of  Januar}',  1807,  "  for  entering  into  measures  for  the 
destruction  of  wolvt*.  The  following  is  copied  from  the  record 
of  the  "  Proceedings  of  this  General  Conference :" 

1st.  Made  choice  of  Gen.  Amos  Kellogg,  Chairman. 

2d.  Chose  Caleb  Hcndee,  Jr.,  Clerk. 

3d.  Voted  to  recommend  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns 
of  Rutland,  Pittsford,  Brandon,  Philadelj)hia,  Chittenden  and 
Medway,  to  raise  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  in  addition  to  the 
State  bounty*  for  each  grown  Wolf  that  shall  within  the  period 
hereafter  named,  l>e  killed  within  the  limits  of  either  of  the 
aforesaid  Towns,  or  upon  a  fresh  pureuit  from  within  the  same, 
to  any  other  place  and  there  killed,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  Bounty,  the  person  killing  any  Wolf  in  cither  of  the 
cases  aforesaid  to  give  sufficient  Evidence  to  the  satisfnction  of 
tl>o  Majority  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  in  which  the  Wolf 
shall  1)C  killed,  or  pursued  from,  upon  cxamituitiun  uj>on  oath 
or  </therwi8e. 

4tk  Voted  that  each  Town  shall  pay  their  equal  jirojiortion 
of  the  aforesaid  Bounty,  according  to  the  Gnind  List  of  the 
ReBj)c«tive  Towns  for  the  year  A.  D.  1806. 

5tlu  Voted  that  the  Period  in  which  the  wolves  shall  be 
killed  to  entitle  the  person  killing  to  the  aforesaid  Bounty, 
shall  be  from  tJie  16th  day  of  January  instant,  until  the  first 
•day  of  May  next  both  days  included. 

0th.  Tluit  from  the  first  day  of  May  until  the  first  day  of 
Juinuiry  next,  tlie  Bounty  shall  be  ten  Dollars  in  addition  to 
1ho  State  Bounty,  for  each  grown  Wolf  taken  within  the  limits 
•of  either  of  th(!  jiibresuid  Towns,  the  evidence  given  and  money 
apportioned  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

7th.  Voted  that  the  several  Towns  make  a  return  of  the 


•  By  ft  »lntutr  Inw  of  177^,  twt-nty  dollnr«  wai  to  Iks  pnld  bv  tlic  Slalc  for  every 
full  growu  wolf  killed,  uud  u-u  duUnm  fur  every  wotft  wbelp  Vllled. 
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j^rofoediiifcs  of  tlie  sninc  to  the  Chairman  and  Clerk  of  this 
meeting  at  this  place  on  the  5th  day  of  February  next. 

8th.  Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  without  day. 

Done  at  Pittsford  this  16th  day  of  Januar}',  1807. 

Attest,       Amos  Kellooo,  Chairman. 

Calkb  IIkni>ee,  Jr.,  Clerk." 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  aforesaid  meet- 
ing, the  selectmen  of  Pittsford  issued  a  warrant  for  a  town 
ineeting  to  be  held  on  the  30th  day  of  the  same  montli,  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  see  if  tlie  inhabitants  would 
raise  money  by  the  Grand  List  or  otherwise,  to  encourage 
the  destruction  of  wolves,  and  to  transact  any  other  busi- 
ness thought  necessary  and  proper  when  met.  At  the  time 
appointed  the  meeting  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  Adgot 
Latlirop,  Moderator;  and  the  town  then  voted  to  accept  the 
reconmiendation  of  the  General  Conference  for  dostroying 
wolves.  Also,  "voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  out  of  tl>o  Treasury  such  a  sum  as 
will  bo  our  ])ro))ortion  of  tlie  aforcsjiid  additional  bounty,  with 
those  towns  tliut  may  adopt  the  recommendations,  under  the 
same  regulations  as  therein  specified,  after  deducting  the  share 
of  sd  bounty  that  would  fall  to  those  towns  that  do  not  accept 
the  recominenchitions." 
"March  3,  1807. 

Voted  that  the  Selectmen  purchase  at  the  expense  of  t)ie 
town  a  Spado,  Pick  Ax  and  Pall  Cloth.  Voted  to  allow  Mr. 
Tottijigliam  four  dollars  for  sweeping  the  Meeting  House  the 
year  piirft." 

"At  tlie  Frecmcirfl  meeting  September  Ist,  1807,  the  follow- 
ing were  admitted  and  qualified  as  freemen,  viz :  Danforth 
Wales,  Joseph  Durfy,  Josiah  Hopkins,  Isiah  Noyes,  Samuel 
"\>'arncr,  Eli  Stevens,  Bela  Rogers,  Stephen  Stark,  John  Lilly, 
Daniel  Keith,  Phineas  Woodruff,  Edward  Gibbs,  Abraham 
Thomas  and  Michael  Fairfield." 
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At  Freemen's  iiieetiiig,  lield  on  tlie  first  Tnesday  of  Sep- 
tember, ISOS,  the  following  persons  were  admitted  as  freemen 
and  sworn,  viz  :  Natliun  Gibbs,  Abijali  Tucker,  Israel  Brewster, 
Jx'wis  Phillipp,  Simeon  Gilbert,  AVilliam  Barlow,  Benjamin 
Badielder,  Joiin  ^Miller,  Daniel  Sherman,  Benjamin  Salisbury, 
Luke  Osgood,  Josiah  Wieker,  Isathan  Gibbs,  Jr.,  Isjiae  Ix-onard, 
Steplien  Jenner,  Jr.,  (/harles  Ijunb,  Joseph  Tottingham,  Sam- 
uel Kiggs,  Ej»hraim  Farrar,  A})ner  Jackson,  Tlionias  Walker, 
Otis  Claj>j>,  Kzekiel  ]iel)ee,  Beriah  Grundy,  Jr.,  Mace  IJncoln, 
Solomon  1'hayer,  Samuel  Gould,  Samuel  Merriam,  Betcr 
Thomas,  William  Beals,  layman  B.  Walker,  Ephraim  Dunlap, 
Jacob  Thayer,  James  Lamb,  Cornelius  Bresec,  Ixiwis  Barlow, 
Homer  Potter,  Scolland  Keith,  Cornelius  Gibbs,  Samuel  Row- 
Ic}',  Joiuithan  Dike,  Jeremiah  F.  Wood,  Peter  Morgan,  David 
Ilendee  and  John  Foster." 

In  February,  1809,  oc<;urred  ono  of  those  exciting  wolf 
hunt*  which  occasionally  took  j)laco  in  the  early  Instory  of  tho 
town.  One  bright  moon-light  night,  Adgct  l^othrop  heard  an 
unusual  noise  in  his  sheei)f»)ld.  Hurrying  out  to  ascertain  tho 
cause  of  such  disturbance,  he  discovered  among  his  sheep  two 
wolves,  which  had  already  killed  some  eight  or  nine  of  tho 
flock.  After  frightening  away  the  wolves,  ho  called  up  his 
boys  and  sent  tliem  to  alnu)8t  every  house  in  the  town  to  notify 
tli(!  i)('0])lo  to  assemble  early  in  the  morning  for  a  general  wolf 
ljunt.  Tiie  call  was  promptly  responded  to,  and  by  day-light 
in  the  morning,  people  from  all  directions  began  to  assemble  at 
]^Ir.  Lollirop's. 

After  th<!  wolves  had  been  driven  from  the  sheepfold,  they 
went  directly  to  tlic  Creek  which  they  followed  northward  upon 
tin;  ii-e.  'i'lie  snow  was  deep,  and  as  the  wind  had  Idown  it  off 
from  the  i(!e,  tlic  C^rcek  afforded  a  mucli  easier  ])ath  than  the 
l)a;iks  (lid.  When  they  had  reached  a  ])oint  opposite  Elder 
Harrington's,  they  were  discovered  l)y  William  Harrington,  the 
Elder's  eldest  son,  who  had  risen  at  a  very  early  hour,  and  was 
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nt  n  burn  on  tlio  hank  of  tl)e  Creek,  feoflin<i  sonic  cattle.  AVitli 
pitrlifork  in  hand  lie  turned  tlieni  and  drove  tlieni  baek,  soutli- 
ward.  Wlu-n  tliev  were  a  little  above  the  Mead  road,  finding; 
their  retreat  in  that  direetion  cut  off,  they  left  the  Creek  and 
went  into  the  swamp  on  the  west  side,  then  mostly  owned  by 
Peter  Kiee.  This  was  soon  surrounded  by  the  hunters,  but  ns 
they  bepui  to  elose  in  upon  the  beasts,  both  escaped  through 
the  i-ing  and  fled  to  the  highland,  southward,  near  the  residence 
of  Tilly  Walker.  The  hunters  were  not  long  in  encircling  this 
highland,  but  again  the  wolves  escaped,  crossed  the  Creek  and 
went  ijito  the  swamj)  near  tlie  foot  of  Sutherland  Falls.  By  this 
liino  the  number  of  hunttjrs  hud  so  increjised  that  tliis  swamp 
wjiH  enclosed  by  a  very  strong  force.  As  the  encircling  ring 
cloHod  in,  the  wolves  were  driven  upon  the  ice  just  at  tho  foot 
of  tho  Falls,  and  there  they  were  shot,  one  by  Ezra  Si)enccr, 
and  tho  other  by  a  marksman  standing  in  Sutlicrland's  saw- 
mill, but  whoso  name  is  not  now  remembered. 

After  the  wolves  had  been  killed,  the  retreat  was  sounded 
and  tlio  Imnters  re-assendtled  in  the  road,  not  far  from  the  pres- 
ent re8i(len(!e  of  Mr.  Patch,  where  Gen.  Caleb  Ilcndec,  who 
was  one  of  their  number,  took  a  list  of  their  names,  in  order 
to  make  a  just  distribution  of  the  bounty  money.  This  list  of 
mimes  as  taken  by  Gen.  Ilendee  may  be  seen  in  the  Appendix 
of  this  book.  After  their  names  had  been  taken,  the  most  of 
them,  some  in  sleighs  and  others  on  foot,  went  to  Mcrriam's 
store  in  tlic  Village,  where  li(juor  was  served  out  to  their  satis- 
faction. It  was  a  time  of  general  hilarity  with  them  ;  and  it 
would  not  be  strange  if  some;  of  them  nuide  crooked  tracks  as 
they  departed  for  tiieir  homes. 
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CILVrTER  IX. 

Iinviigraiits  and  their  Locdiions  <'0)Uinin'(I ;  Kj-fracts  from 
the  Jieconh;  The  Great  Flood.    1810- -1820. 

Joliii  Hull  was  of  Knglish  doscent.  His  futlior,  whoso 
naino  \\i\f>  also  John,  married  and  located  in  Canaan,  Conn., 
wlierc  lio  resided  till  a  short  time  before  the  Kevohitionary 
war,  when  he  removed  to  Cjistleton,  Vt.,  and  located  a  short 
distjince  east  of  the  village,  where  the  Ilultbardton  road  inter- 
sects tlie  road  Iwiding  from  Rutland  to  Cjistleton.  lie  was 
mortally  wounded  in  a  fight  with  a  detachment  of  Burgoync's 
army  near  liis  own  house,  on  Sunday,  iinnunediately  aft<;r  the 
battle  of  Ilubbardton  ;  and  during  the  few  days  ho  survived 
ho  was  brutally  treated  ])y  the  Tories.  His  children — EHas, 
John,  Royal,  Ira,  Samuel,  Harvey,  Mercy,  Mary  and  Olive — 
M'itb  one  or  two  excei>tions,  were  born  in  Canaan.  Elias 
located  in  Castleton.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutioiuiry 
war,  and  served  with  distinction.  John,  born  July  3,  1747, 
married  Mary  Stevens,  of  Canaan,  and  resided  a  sliort  time  in 
his  native  town.  While  the  Revolutionary  war  was  in  ]iro- 
gress  lie  entered  the  army  and  served  a  short  time  as  orderly 
sergeant.  After  its  close  he  returned  to  Canaan.  About  the 
year  1810,  he  removed  to  Pittsford  and  resided  a  short  time  on 
a  jiart  of  the  Matson  farm,  now  owned  by  I.  C.  AVheaton, 
though  never  owned  real  estate  here.  From  this  town  ho 
rciiKtvcd  to  Chittenden,  and  irom  tlience  to  Lu/.eriie,  Warren 
(Jounty,  N.  Y wli(  ro  he  died  al>out  the  year  184'J.  His  wife 
die<l  at  the  same  ])l!ic(>. 

Saiiiiicl  Warner,  son  of  Eleazer,  born  ]\I:iy  24,  1785,  mar- 
ried M(  nty,  daughter  of  Kathan  Smith,  of  Graiiby,  March  15, 
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1810,  niul  locutc'd  <>ii  tlie  larm  now  owned  by  tlie  lieii-s  of 
l)(»uj;liis  Hatos.  Tliis  farm  wiis  first  improved  hy  John  Titus, 
who  resi(U'd  soino  years  in  a  log  house  which  stood  a  Httlo 
north  of  the  present  liouse.  Mr.  Titus  sold  this  farm  to 
Eleazer  Warner,  who  deeded  it  to  his  son  Samuel.  The  latter 
resided  on  it  till  1835,  when  lie  sold  it,  and  has  since  resided 
with  his  ciiildrcn.  From  his  youth  he  was  blessed  with  u  good 
constitution,  and  he  is  still  quite  vigorous.  Mrs.  Warner  died 
May  31,  18G4. 

Allen  Pcnfield,  eon  of  John,  wiis  born  in  New  Fairfield — 
now  Sherman  —  Conn.,  July,  3,  1785.  He  married  Anna, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hammond,  December  27,  1810,  and  took 
his  fatlier's  place  in  the  hotel — now  the  residence  of  William 
B.  Shaw.  The  following  year  his  father  built  the  house  now 
owned  by  John  Stevens,  and  in  that  he  resided  till  his  death. 
Allen  continued  to  manage  the  liotel  till  1828,  when  ho  sold  it 
to  German  Hammond  and  removed  to  Crown  Point.  Ho  has 
been  an  active,  onergotic  man,  prompt  and  reliable  in  his  busi- 
ness transactions.  Ho  has  now  retired  with  nn  ample  fortune, 
and  resides  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Dr.  Nichols,  at  Burlington. 
Mrs.  Pcnfield,  died  at  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  in  1859. 

Eli  Mead,  son  of  John,  married  Sally,  daughter  of  Walter 
Hougliton,  Se])tembcr  10,  1810.  He  and  his  younger  l)r()thcr 
juisuuiod  the  care  of  the  homo  farm  where  they  spent  a  few 
years  and  then  move<l  to  the  West. 

We  know  but  little  of  Josiah  Parsons.  Ho  ])urchaKed  of 
Walter  Houghton*  the  farm  now  owned  by  AVarren  Clmfce, 
and  he  and  Iiis  son  Arza  resided  there  till  about  the  year  1830, 
wlieu  Abel  Pcnfield  bought  the  farm,  and  they  removed  from 
the  town. 

Eli  Stevens,  son  of  Daniel,  married  Phih-cta  Wheeler  in 
1810,  and  l<)i;:ituJ  on  the  small  place  next  east  of  the  farm  of 

*^r.  iluugbluD  Uitulu  Uic  Ural  improvcmcDU  on  llial  fana. 
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Abel  Morgan  and  resided  tliere  fonr  years.  In  1821,  lie  honglit 
tlic  farm  which  was  once  the  property  of  Roger  Stevens,  Jr., 
and  confiscated  in  consequence  of  his  treasonable  conduct.  He 
removed  to  Cornwall  in  1839,  and  died  there  in  1859. 

Nathan  ILiwley  bought  of  Elislui  Woodruff  two  and  one- 
half  acres  of  land  including  the  north  saw-inill,  June  29,  1807. 
lie  wius  then  living  in  Pliiladclpliia,  Vt.  On  the  24th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1809,  he  bought  of  John  Merriam*  the  Dr.  Abiathar 
^lilhird  j)lacc,  and  the  following  winter  removed  his  family  to 
this  town.  Ho  died  in  the  house  now  owned  by  !Mis9  Achsjdi 
Ix;acli,  Juno  7,  1849,  aged  eighty  years.  Mrs.  Hawley  died  in 
J3randon,  April  23,  1851,  aged  eiglity-six  years. 

Oliver  Wolcott,  son  of  Oliver,  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
Jan.  IG,  1761.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  wjir, 
married  Lydia  Haynes,  of  Natick,  Mass.,  Feb.  24,  1792,  and 
resided  in  that  Stnto  till  1810,  when  he  lcju»ed,  of  tlio  Select- 
men of  Pitti^ford,  fifty  acres  of  the  school  right  which  had  been 
pitched  on  tlie  hill  west  of  tho  jjrcsent  residence  of  Rufus 
Thonuis.  Ho  resided  some  time  in  a  log  house,  some  one  liun- 
dred  rods  southwctit  of  the  liouse  now  owned  by  Mr.  Thonuis. 
He  afterwards  resided  on  tho  Benjamin  Stevens  farm,  and  from 
thence  he  removed  to  the  Owens  farm,  now  owned  by  Orlin 
Smith,  wliere  he  died,  August  10,  1845.  Mrs.  Lydia  Wolcott 
died  November  0,  1844. 

Sanmcl  Hcndee,  born  April  23, 1791,  son  of  Caleb  Hcndee, 
Sen.,  married  Abigail  Paine,  of  Leicester,  Dec.  2,  1810,  and 
located  on  the  home  farm  witli  his  parents.  He  is  an  iiulustri- 
ous,  quiet,  faithful  man,  and  is  one  of  the  deacons  in  tho 
l'ai)fist  church,  as  was  also  his  father.  He  has  never  left  the 
farm  wliicli  lie  inlierited  from  his  father,  and  this  is  one  of  tho 
few  inst^iiices  in  wliich  a  farm  is  still  owned  and  occupied  l)r 
the  posterity  of  an  original  settler. 

•  Mcrrimn  bought  this  place  of  Dr.  Millard  Iti  the  spring  of  180S. 
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RtMibcn  Afcud,  the  3'oungest  son  of  John,  mnrried  Sopliia 
Ilowp,  Doct'inher  22,  1811,  ami  located  on  tlie  home  farm  with 
his  jiarentj^.  Oi\  tlio  .'iOtli  of  November,  1813,  liis  fatlier 
deeded  him  thirty-seven  aeres  of  the  homestead,  lie  and  Ins 
brother  Eli  resided  on  the  farm  till  after  the  death  of  their 
parents  and  then  left  tiie  town. 

Elisha  Adams,  Jr.,  son  of  Elisha,  married  Stella,  danrjhtcr 
of  Oliver  liojjue,  in  1811,  and  after  residing  a  few  jnonths 
with  liis  father-in-law,  moved  to  Malonc,  N.  Y.,  where  ho 
remained  four  years ;  thenee  he  removed  to  Norfolk,  where 
Mrs.  Adams  died  in  1820.  Mr.  Adams  died  in  Canada  about 
the  year  1 850, 

Solomon  Ilendce,  son  of  Dcaeon  Caleb,  was  born  October 
80,  1784,  and  resided  with  his  parents  till  lie  married  Ja)\b 
Paine,  of  I/ei<restvr,  January  21,  1811.  His  father  as  early  ns 
the  23d  of  March,  1800,  gave  him  one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres 
of  land  which  included  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son-in-law, 
Roswell  Woodcock.  lie  commenced  improvements  on  it  soon 
after,  and  built  a  log  house  wlicre  the  small  cottage  now  stands, 
a  few  rods  back  of  the  stone  house.  After  his  marriaffo  lio 
()C(!Upied  that  house  till  ho  built  the  stone  ho)isc  in  182S.  Mr. 
llendee  died  July  10,  1803.    Mr».  Ilendee  died  in  1870. 

Elijidi  Hrown,  3d,  son  of  Elijah,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Rut- 
land, A))ril  15,  1782,  about  two  years  before  his  ])arent8 
removed  to  I'ittHford.  JIo  became  n  tanner  and  currier,  and 
oil  the  3d  of  Septeml)er,  1805,  bought  of  Andrew  Trindlo 
on(!-half  of  the  Nelson  tannery,  and  N»)vember  11,1808,  ho 
bought  of  Elias  I'hunb  the  otlier  lialf  of  it.  On  the  flth  of 
DcciMuber,  1811,  he  married  Mary  Williams  who  was  l)Orn  in 
Rutland,  July  22,  171)2.  He  and  his  brother,  Samuel  A., 
carried  on  business  together  till  1827,  when  Elijah  sold  his 
interest  in  tlic  tannery  to  his  brother  and  bought  the  AVebster 
tavern.  He  kept  a  public  house  till  1830,  when  he  sold  his 
locution  to  Alichael  Sanders  and  uftcrwurda  wub  enuged  in  man- 
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gnnese  operations  in  CliittendeTi.  lie  -was  accidentally  killed 
on  the  railroad  in  Providence,  E.  I.,  Jan.  20,  1860.  Mrs. 
Brown  died  in  Chittenden,  Feb.  18,  1847. 

Ezra  Spencer,  son  of  William,  born  in  1790,  married 
Nancy  Snell  in  Jainiary,  1811,  and  after  rcsidinj^  two  years  on 
the  Cox  farm,  moved  to  Pennsylvania.  His  wife  died  in  the 
spring  of  1813.  lie  returned  to  Pittsford  and  was  one  of  the 
Plattbbnrgh  volunteers  in  1814.  lie  married  Mary  AVIiitney 
in  January,  1815,  and  again  moved  to  Pennsylvania.  He 
returned  to  Pittsford  in  1819,  and  pun-hased  of  William  Allen 
the  Simeon  Clifford  farm,  u])on  which  he  located  and  resided 
till  1843,  wlien  he  purcluised  of  Edward  Lowth  the  Purdy 
farm — now  D.  J.  Gritiith's.  lie  purcluised  the  Gibbs  place  in 
llitchcockville,  in  18G5,  and  thi.s  has  since  been  his  residence. 

Consider  Bowen  located  in  this  town  i;i  1811.  He  was 
born  in  Rehoboth,  Mjiss.,  in  1753,  and  in  early  life  he  went  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  served  an  apj)renticeship  with  a 
carriage-maker.  He  was  in  the  American  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  wjis  in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Prince- 
ton, and  was  with  tlio  army  in  most  of  its  operations  on  the 
Hudson.  After  the  dose  of  the  war  he  worked  at  liis  trade  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  married,  about  the  year  1788,  Sabra 
Ilosmer,  wlio  was  born  in  17G0.  After  residing  in  Hartford 
some  fifteen  years  l)e  removed  to  that  part  of  Chittenden,  Vt., 
known  as  New  Boston.  On  the  14th  of  October,  1811,  ho 
bought  of  Allen  Bowen,  the  easterly  part  of  the  Woodward 
farm,  Allen  Bowen  had  purcluised  this  of  his  father,  Simeon 
Bowen,  wlio  had  j)urchased  it  of  John,  son  of  Joshua  Wood- 
ward, Manrh  2,  1 807.  Mr.  Consider  Bowen  died  on  this  farm 
in  1834,    MrH.  Powon  died  in  1854, 

Jacob  Sheldon  was  a  descendant  of  William,  who  with 
tlireo  brothcrH,  Al)raham,  EjOiraim  and  Natlumiel,  settled  in 
Reading,  Mum.,  in  the  early  period  of  "its  history.  William 
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had  two  eons,  Sninucl  niid  Willinm ;  the  Inttcr  wn#  killed  in 
tlio  French  war  l>y  the  Indians.  Samuel  nmrried  and  repided 
n  few  years  in  Rending,  and  then  removed  to  Wilttm,  N.  II. 
His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Wellman.  Thev  had  five  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Tiieir  sons  were  Jneoh,  Samuel,  Willinni, 
Michael  and  Uzziel ;  their  dniighters,  Sarali,  Tamar  and  Zilm. 
Jacob,  born  December  8,  1763,  married  Dorothy  Lovojoy,  in 
1792,  and  located  in  Nelson,  N.  II.  There  lie  resided  a  few 
years  and  then  removed  to  Andover,  Vt.  They  had  fo\ir  sons, 
Jacob,  John,  Joel  and  Joseph ;  and  two  daughters,  Sarah  and 
Dorothy,  Jacob,  the  eldest,  born  at  Nelson,  May  19,  1794, 
married  Joanna,  daughter  of  Nathan  Hawley  of  Pittsford,  and 
located  in  the  house  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bogue.  Ho 
was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  worked  in  the  shop  which,  at 
tliat  time,  stood  on  ground  now  forming  C.  A.  Hitchcock's 
garden,  west  of  his  house.  Mr.  Sheldon's  wife  Joanna  died, 
and  ho  married  Ix)uisa  Tinkham,  a  native  of  Greenwich,  Mass., 
October  20,  1822.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hawley,  about  the 
year  1848,  ho  purchased  of  his  heirs  the  place  now  owned  by 
0.  A.  Hitchcock  and  resided  there  till  his  death,  August  6, 
1851.    Mrs.  Louisa  Sheldon  died  August  7,  1859. 

John  Hawkins  married  Persis  Hitchcock,  March  1,  1812, 
and  Iwated  in  the  old  house  which  lias  ]xicn  mentioned  as  onco 
the  residence  of  Joshua  Woodward.  This  ho  had  purchased 
of  Joshua  Brooks  of  Salisbury,  March  5,  1811.  He  changed 
his  residence  several  times,  but  died  in  this  town. 

Thomas  Burditt,  son  of  Thomas,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  was  bom 
at  that  pla(»  in  February,  1781,  and  in  Jjinuary,  1812,  married 
Susan,  daiigliter  of  Reuben  and  Klizabeth  Weston  of  Maiden. 
He  located  in  Pittsford,  and  bought  one  hundred  acres  of  land 
lying  south,  or  a  little  southwest,  of  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Marsludl  Tlioinas.  There  ho  built  a  frame  house  in  wliich  ho 
resided  eleven  years.    Uo  tlicu  bought  the  liu  tn  upon  which  ho 
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afterwards  lived  and  died.  lie  cleared  the  most  of  the  culti- 
vated land  on  that  farm  and  built  the  house  and  barn  that  aro 
on  it.    lie  died  February  IG,  1860. 

Peter  McCollum  married  Nancy  Parkman,  December  2, 
1813.  Just  before  his  marriaj^e  he  had  liuilt  a  house  on  land 
then  owned  by  Israel  l^ake.  This  house  stood  a  few  rods  cast 
of  the  present  residence  of  D.  .1.  (trillitli,  and  McCollum 
resided  there  some  years  before  ho  became  a  landholder ;  but 
on  the  9th  of  November,  1820,  he  i)urc.hased  of  Israel  l>ake  a 
piece  of  land  bounded  south  by  land  of  Klijah  Adams;  west 
by  the  road  leading  from  said  Adams'  to  the  school  house ;  and 
north  by  the  Johnson  farm — now  Alexander  Parmelee's.  Tho 
same  deed  included  the  house  in  which  he  then  resided.  That 
house  luis  been  twice  moved,  and  is  now  the  first  house'north 
of  Nathaniel  Willis',  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  McColluin 
left  the  town  about  tho  year  1843. 

Ebency.er  Merriam  nuirried  Polly,  daughter  of  Ozcm  Strong, 
Aug.  2,  1813,  and  resided  for  a  time  in  what  was  known  as  tho 
"  gambrcl-roof  house,"  which  stood  where  Mr,  Kandall's  brick 
house  now  st^mds.  He  was  enijOoyed  as  clerk  for  his  brother 
John,  in  the  store,  for  about  four  years,  and  then  moved  to  tho 
State  of  Virginia. 

Jonathan  Tilson,  a  cabinet-maker  by  occupation,  was  born 
in  New  Braintree,  Mass.,  May  17,  178G.  II o  came  to  Pitts- 
ford  in  the  winter  of  1812,  and  bought  of  Chester  Leonard  the 
place  where  he  afterwards  lived  and  died.  The  deed  of  this 
purchase  was  dated  February  25fh.  February  8,  1813,  ho 
married  Charlotte  "Wood,  who  died  March,  5,  1814.  .^Ir. 
Tilson  uuirricd  Almira  Simmons,  of  P'aston,  !Mass.,  Nov.  10, 
1815.  He  (lied  ^March  13,  1858.  Mrs.  Tilson  resides  on  tiio 
homestead  and  is  an  invalid. 

Stephen  Powers,  born  Septcm])er  4,  1701,  son  of  Peter, 
married  Diadama,  dauglitcr  of  Zebulon  I'ond,  Sen.,  January 
27,  1814,  and  located  with  Lis  parents  on  tlic  form  now  owned 
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by  Gcorpo  N.  Eayrcs.  lie  duuij^od  locations  several  times 
during  his.  life,  resitlinj;  at  one  time  in  the  first  house*  east  of 
the  i>resent  resilience  of  Afrs.  Mary  G.  Ilendee,  the  one  recently 
repaired  and  now  owned  by  Chester  Graiij^er.  I  lis  wife 
Diadama  died  in  1843,  and  he  afterwanJs  married  again,  \n\t 
eventually  went  to  reside  with  his  son-in-hiw,  Joel  Thomas,  and 
died  there  Sept.  3,  1862. 

John  Barnes,  son  of  John,  born  September  10,  1787,  mar- 
ried Se]»tcmbcr  14, 1814,  Electa  Dimickf  who  was  born  August 
25,  17SKJ.  lie  resided  for  a  time  in  the  Ewings  tavern  which 
his  father  had  purchased.  The  next  8l>ring,  March  30,  1815, 
his  father  deo(tod  one  undivided  half  of  the  same  to  him  and 
his  brother  Jeffrey.  John,  Jr.,  bought  of  Jirah  Barlow  the 
Tupper  farm  Fcbnmry  28,  182r),  and  at  ouw  removed  there 
with  his  family.  Mr.  Barnes  whs  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812-14,  and  for  a  time  held  the  rank  of  orderly  sergeant, 
lie  died  Decomber  1,  1850,  and  his  son,  John  llandolph,  now 
owns  jind  occupies  the  paternal  homestead. ' 

Ashcr  Bnrditt  was  a  native  of  XSilsnm,  N.  H.  Ilis  father, 
Ebenc7,er,  born  in  Lancaster,  Mass.,  in  17G1,  si>ent  his  early  life 
on  a  farm.  At  the  connncncement  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
he  and  another  brother  cidisted  in  the  service  of  their  coimtry, 
and  were  attached  to  a  privateer  which  jmt  to  s<'a  and  soon 
caj)ture<l  a  British  ship  that  had  been  jireying  ujxm  American 
commerce.  The  trophy  of  their  victory,  however,  was  lost,  for 
jis  they  wen;  a!)()ut  to  board  the  vessel  her  magazine  exjJoded 
and  she  soon  disaj»]>cared  fonrver,  with  all  but  twelve  of  her 
crew.  After  the  close  of  the  war  the  two  brothers  returned  to 
Lancaster.  Asher  married  Ituth  Loveland  of  (iilsuni,  K.  IL, 
ill  1785,  and  settled  in  that  town,  'i'heir  children  were  Ebe- 
ne/.cr,  Asher,  Abel,  Israel,  Amasa,  David,  (iilman,  Kuth,  Mary 

*  TIiIm  liciiitc  wnH  foriiii'ily  .lolm  niid  llciiry  Sliniiiiiln'  ntorc,  and  btuud  on  tlio 
gtciniid  now  o<'('ii|iird  li_v  llii-  lirlt  k  Htiirc  In  tin'  vlll.i^j-. 

t  Uauglitcr  ol  JuUu  Diuilck,  furucrly  of  Sullivan,  N.  11. 
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niid  Clinrlottc.  Asher,  l)orn  March  31,  1788,  mnrricd  Melinda 
Davis,  of  Ciicstcr,  Vt.,  Marcli  24,  1814.  The  following  year 
lie  came  to  Pittsford  and  located  on  tlie  farm  now  owned  by 
his  son  Ransom.  He  had  purdiased  fifty  acrcp,  a  ]mrt  of  the 
first-division  lot  of  the  riglit  of  Alexander  JScott,  November  17, 
1814.  This  inclnded  the  most  of  the  land  in  that  farm  lying 
on  tlic  west  side  of  the  road,  and  ^Ir.  ]^urditt  occnj)ied  the 
Ijonse  which  stood  on  the  same  ground  where  once  stood  the 
log  cahin  of  Samuel  Crippen.  Oi\  the  11th  of  May,  1820, 
]\Ir.  liunhtt  bought  of  Jason  Ilarwood  thirty-three  acres  on 
the  onst  side  of  the  road,  including  the  house  now  occupied  by 
Austin  Chingreau,  and  which  had  been  built  by  Mr.  Ilarwood. 
Mr.  Burditt  resided  in  this  house  till  184G,  when  he  bought  of 
Harris  Bogue  tlic  farm  now  owned  by  In's  son,  FraJiklin 
Burditt,  and  there  he  resided  till  his  death,  October  22,  1855. 
Ho  was  twice  married;  his  wife  Melinda  having  died  Feb.  21, 
1832,  iio  married  Mrs.  Damaris  C.  Deming,  daughter  of  Oliver 
Bogue,  in  1834. 

Luke  Dean,  son  of  James,  married  Mary  Thomas,  January 
12,  1815.  Ho  located  on  tlie  farm  north  of  and  adjoinijig 
Enos  Bailey's  farm,  llie  place  tliat  Kathanicl  Willis  recently 
bought  of  Augustus  Bailey.  Mr.  Dean  occui)ied  an  old  house 
tliat  formerly  stood  where  tlie  ))resent  house  stands. 

Capcn  Ix'oiuird,  son  of  Jacrob,  was  born  in  Easton,  Mass., 
in  1782,  and  in  1802  he  married  Mehitable  Forbes  who  wjis 
born  in  ]>ridgcwater  in  1778.  They  located  in  Chittenden, 
Vt.,  but  HMuoved  to  Pittsford  in  1815,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
first  ijiiproved  l)y  Chapnum  Hitchcock — now  tlie  Alexander 
]»lace.  They  aftcrwiinls  resided  on  tlie  I'hiir  jdacc;  at  Mill 
Village,  but  returned  to  the  Alexander  place,  where  ^Ir.  Leon- 
ard died,  December  10,  1845.    Mrs.  Ix-onard  died  ^lay  21, 

18(;:j. 

Asa  Moon,  son  of  Jesse,  married  Tamar  Salibbury,  Octo- 
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bcr  31,  1810,1111(1  resided  nbout  one  year  with  liis  fntlicr-in- 
law,  Benjiiiiiin  Salisljury,  and  then  moved  to  the  West. 

Andrew  Sutherhmd,  born  in  1776,  son  of  Peter  Sutlier- 
hind,  of  Ruthmd,  married  Naotni,  daugliter  of  Col.  lienjamin 
Co;)U<v,  .lamiary  0,  1807,  and  located  with  his  parents  at  Suth- 
erland's Falls.  After  the  death  of  Col.  Cooley  his  estate  was 
divided  among  his  heirs.  Mrs.  Sutherland  inherited  a  part  of 
her  father's  ]iropcrty,  and  in  January,  1816,  her  husband 
bou-rht  of  "  Koah  Beach  and  his  wife  Eunice"  —  another 
dausrhter  of  Col.  Coolev — their  interest  in  the  estate,  and  then 
moved  on  to  the  Coolev  farm  in  this  town.  But  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year  tliey  sold  all  of  their  real  estate  in  Pittsford  to 
Aslier  liurditt,  J«u»on  Ilarwood,  R.  M.  I'owers,  and  Harris  and 
Ale.xander  Bogue,  and  the  following  8j)ring  moved  to  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

James  D.  Butler,  born  July  25,  1705,  son  of  Anthony, 
married,  Oct.  0,  1810,  Kispah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Morgan, 
and  soon  after  located  on  the  farm  with  his  father-in-law.  Mr. 
Butler  has  continued  to  occupy  and  im[)rovc  that  farm. 

Ehcnezer  Conant,  born  June  5,  1777,  married  Faimy,* 
daughter  of  Edward  Cliflbrd,  and  located  in  Jh-andon.  In 
ISK!,  he  ]>nrcliase(]  of  EliHha  Cox  the  farm  which  had  been 
the  homestead  of  his  decteased  father,  William  Cox.  Mr 
Coiumt  removed  liis  family  here  this  yeiir,  ajid  soon  after  built 
the  stone  liouse — now  llie  resideiKto  of  .lunia  Sargent — and 
made  other  im])rovem('iitH  on  the  farm.  He  removed  from  the 
town  in  1S33,  and  for  some  years  has  resided  in  (Jeneva,  Til. 

Charles  0.  Boanlman  is  a  descendant  of  Timotliv,  who 
wius  born  in  WeiillicrHlieUI,  Conn.,  December  2,  1727,  and  on 
the  14lli  (lay  of  November,  1750,  married  JciMinia  Johnson, 
who  was  born  in  the  month  of  August,  17;?'J.    They  located 

•  Uoiu  Ffljruary,  1780. 
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in  Middletown,  where  were  born  to  tlieiii  the  Ibllowiiif;  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Tiniothj,  Oliver,  Marv,  Klisha,  Betsey,  Joseph, 
Sarali  and  William.  Timothy,  the  lather,  died  in  1792  ; 
Jemima,  the  mother,  in  1798.  Timothy,  the  eldest  son,  horn 
Jan.  20,  1754,  married,  SejU.  28,  178;$,  Mary  Ward  who  was 
born 'October  21,  1753.  They  located  in  West  Kntland,  Yt., 
and  hud  the  Ibllowin^^  children,  viz.:  Hannah,  Tin)othy,  l^Iary, 
Samuel  W.,  Klijah,  Charles  G.  and  Jk-tscy.  The  mother  died 
in  West  Kvjtland  in  J)e<;ember  1830;  the  father  died  in  !Middle- 
bnry,  Ajjril  3,  1839.  Charles  G.  the  si.xth  child,  nuirried 
Submit  Wntkins,  of  Rutland,  and  located  on  the  Abraham 
Drury  farm  in  Pittsford — now  owned  by  Frank  B.  Barnes. 
This  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  hud  been 
purchased  by  his  lather,  April  24,  1810,  and  now,  1817,  he 
(Charles  G.)  took  jwssession  of  it  and  kept  a  jniblic  house.  Ho 
was  assisted,  however,  by  his  older  brother,  Sanuiel  W.,  who 
shared  with  him  the  i)rofit8.  On  the  5th  of  ^March,  1823, 
Timothy  Boardmun  deeded  to  his  son,  Charles  G.,  the  tavern- 
stand  and  sixteen  acres  of  land,  and  to  his  son  Samuel  W^., 
ciglity-foiir  acres  of  the  north  j)artof  the  Dniry  farm.  Charles 
G.  kept  the  hotel  till  1837,  when  he  sold  it  to  Nehemiah 
Barnes  and  removed  to  Rutland,  wliere  he  now  resides. 

David  Hall,  Jr.,  son  of  John,  of  Kewi)ort,  N.  H.,  was  a 
stone-cutter  by  occupation,  having  learned  his  trade  of  his 
cousin,  John  Hall,  of  Sudbury.  On  the  10th  of  March,  1817, 
ho  married  his  cousin  Abigail,  daughter  of  David  Hall,  Sen., 
of  I'ittsford,  and  resided  a  short  time  in  Brandon,  and  also  in 
Sudbury,  from  whicli  town  he  came  to  Pittsfcjrd  and  occnijiicd 
the  house  built  by  Dr.  Frisbic,  then  stjuiding  on  land  now 
owned  l)y  Bradley  Burditt.  He  removed  to  Ijjudon,  ^liclii- 
gan,  about  the  year  1830. 

Lynum  Hitchco(tk,  eldest  son  of  Remend)ranc(',  was  bom 
in  1790,  married  Parthena  Weed,  in  l)eceml>cr,  1S17,  and 
located  witli  Ixis  parents  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  George  ]S- 
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Enyrcs.  lie  rcsiilcd  a  few  years  in  Rutland,  but  the  most  of 
lu8  nmrried  life  was  spent  in  Chittenden.  He  died  while  on  a 
visit  at  the  residence  of  llenry  Merrill  in  Pittsford,  in  January, 
1846. 

Enos  Bailey,  son  of  Enos,  married  Relief  Johnson,  Janu- 
ary 1,  1818,  and  resided  a  few  years  with  his  parents  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  II.  C.  Stetson.  The  Hret  improvements 
on  that  farm  were  made  by  Enos  Bailey,  Sen.,  and  the  house 
was  built  by  him  about  the  year  1800.  His  son  Enos  resided 
there  but  a  limited  jn-riod  after  his  marria<^e. 

Jabez  Euthcr,  from  Rhode  Island,  came  here  in  1818,  and 
resided  a  short  time  on  the  Daniel  Stevens  farm.  He  had  had 
one  arm  amjiutated  just  above  the  elbow,  and  the  other  at  tho 
wrist ;  nevertheless  ho  could  do  almost  any  kind  of  work ;  and 
tho  feats  he  jM-rformed  were  subjects  of  general  remark.  Ho 
changed  his  residence  quite  often  while  a  citizen  of  tho  town, 
and  removed  to  Dorset  in  1830. 

Timotliy  Tx^ster,  a  blacksmith,  from  Hartford,  Vt.,  camo 
hero  in  1818,  and  bought  of  Aniasa  Weed  tho  farm*  now 
owned  by  Amos  C.  Kellogg.  Ho  built  tlio  brick  house  in 
1831,  and  made  other  improvements  on  that  farm  which  ho 
sold  to  Samiu-1  II.  and  Amos  C  Kellogg  in  1837,  and  removed 
from  tho  town,  llv  returned  to  this  town  and  resided  some 
four  years  in  the  hoiiHo  recently  owned  by  Parker  Kenip,  then 
rcnjoved  to  the  West. 

Ansel  Burr,  son  Of  Riifiis  and  Lydia  Burr,  was  born  in 

!Mai4sa(-imsetts,  May  2,  ITJHl,  uiarried  Khthcr  in  1818, 

and  located  on  tlie  fariu  now  owned  by  1  larvcy  Jackson.  Both 
died  in  this  town,  Mr.  Bmr,  Eeb.  3,  1871  ;  Mr«-  Burr,  some 
3'ears  earlier. 

Nathaniel  K.  Andri-wH,t  son  of  Kellogg,  married  Eunice, 
daughter  of  John  Barnes,  January  3,  181!".     He  rotidcd  a 

•  flu-  .liiliii        liLJck  fiiriu. 
t  liui  u  111  17U4. 
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pliort  time  on  the  pliice  formerly  owned  by  James  Hopkins, 
tluMi  houj^lit  tlio  farm  now  owned  by  Clinrles  Stiles,  and  after 
residing  there  about  one  year,  he  exchanged  farms  with  his 
brother-in-law,  Nehemiah  liarnes,  who  had  purcliased  the  David 
Hall  farm,  now  owned  by  Alexander  I'armi'lee.  After  residing 
on  the  latter  ])laee  a  short  time  lie  pmehased  of  .lonathan  Dike 
what  is  now  the  town  farm,  a!id  there  he  resided  till  his  death, 
June  8,  1855. 

Jnnia  Sargent  wjm  the  soti  of  Timothy  C,  who  was  bom  at 
sea,  on  t lie  voyage  from  England  to  America,  in  1751,  and 
whose  early  life  was  spent  in  Williamstown,  Mass.  In  1770, 
he  nnirried  Ann  Jlorton,  of  Londonderry,  Vt.,  who  was  born 
in  1755,  and  they  located  in  that  town.  At  the  eonnnenee- 
nicnt  of  the  Revolutionary  war  Mr.  Sargent  enlisted  in  the 
army,  and  as  he  enlisted  from  "Williamstown  it  is  quite  likely 
that  he  had  returned  to  that  town  before  enlisting.  But  ho 
had  had  a  little  military  experience  before  enlisting  in  the  regu- 
lar service,  and  probably  before  lie  removed  from  ]x)ndonderry, 
as  it  is  known  that  he  went  with  Allen  to  Ticonderoga  and  wit- 
nessed the  cjipturo"  of  that  fortress  in  1775.  After  entering 
the  regular  army  he  was  stationed  some  time  at  Fort  Edward, 
shared  in  most  of  tlie  military  movements  in  the  vicinity  of 
North  River,  was  one  of  the  number  detailed  to  escort  Andre 
from  prison  to  the  i)lace  of  execution,  and  after  serving  through 
the  war  was  honorably  discharged,  and  returned  to  his  family. 
He  had  live  sons,  Timothy,  Enoch,  Ephraim,  Junia  and  Ira; 
and  Hvc  daughters,  Alice,  Lucinda,  Nanc}',  Jerusha  and  Euni(^o. 
Junia,  the  fourth  son,  born  in  I^ondonderry,  July  5,  1788, 
married,  Kelmiary  17,  1800,  Sally,  daughter  of  Tliomas  Clark, 
of  Kit/.william,  N.  II.,  and  located  in  Rutland,  Vt.  In  1819, 
he  <ramc  to  Pittsford  and  located  on  the  Rood  farm  now  owned 
by  I).  A.  and  .1.  Richardson.  In  1821,  he  ren:oved  to  th(! 
Caleb  Ilcndic  fiiriii  where  he  resided  two  years,  and  after 
changing  his  residence  several  times  in  this  town,  bought  a 
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farm  in  IIul)l>ur<ltoii,  whither  he  removed  and  resided  six  or 
eovcn  years,  and  then  returned  to  tliis  town  and  spent  tho 
remainder  of  his  hie  witli  liis  son  Leonard.  lie  died  May  20, 
1801).*    l^frs.  Sally  Sargent  died  April  12,  18G3. 

.lol)  "NVinslow,  brother  of  Thomas,  married  Lucy,  daughter 
of  William  Spencer,  in  1819,  and  located  on  the  south  part  of 
the  liice  farm,  lie  had,  as  early  as  the  28th  of  January, 
180'.),  bought  of  I'eter  Kice  (who  had  married  his  widowed 
mother)  fifteeen  acres  from  the  south  part  of  his  farm,  and 
Hoon  al'ter  built  the  housef  which,  after  his  marriage,  ho  occn- 
l)ied  till  his  death,  in  1828.    Mrs.  "Winslow  died  in  1824. 

Henry  Simonds  located  here  in  1811).  lie  was  a  descend- 
ant of  William  Simoiids  who  settled  in  Woburn,  Alass.,  about 
1(»44,  near  a  place  still  known  by  tho  name  of  Dry  Brook,  llo 
(William)  nuirried,  .Ian.  18,  1043,  Judith  Ilayward,  widow  of 
J  amen  Ilayward,  who  had  nuirried  her,  when  Judith  Phippcn, 
u  fcll-paHHcngcr  and  a  fellow-servant,  on  board  the  "  Planter," 
from  London,  1(535.  The  house  Simonds  built  and  occupied 
in  Woburn  was  used  as  a  fort  during  the  Indian  wars,  lie 
was  one  of  tlu;  ])roj)rietors  of  that  town  and  became  a  consid- 
erable landlutldcr.  He  wilh  dcn(>minat(;d  a  planter,  lie  served, 
as  most  (if  the  men  of  that  day  did,  in  the  current  militaiy 
movcincntH.  lie  was  admitted  a  frcenum  in  1(570,  and  died 
the  same  year.  His  widow  siirvived  hint  twenty  years,  and 
<li<;(l  .lamniry  5,  1G()().  Th(?y  had  elev(!n  children.  C/aleb,  tho 
oldest  son,  born  Aug.  20,  1040,  nuirried,  Sept.,  1(577,  Sarah 
liacoii.  To  them  wen;  born — Ist,  Samuel,  .luiie  (50,  1(578  ;  2d, 
.lames,  .January  15,  1(583;  3d,  Sarah,  Nov.  1  1,  1(587.  Caleb 
Simonds  died  lS'*)V.  4,  1712.  Wid.  Sarah  SiinondH  died  Ajiril 
12,  1727.  .lames,  by  bis  wile  Lydia,  bad  .lames,  (Jaleb,  Sarah, 
Lydia,  Abigail  and  Susanna.    .lames  Simonds,  the  eldest  son 

•  Ml'  lind  ri'Hldrd  plioii*  ixvo  yrnid  on  the  Kcnjiiiniii  SIcvciim  fiitiii,  now  owned  liy 
I(  inid  K  llriidri-,  iiikI  wIiIIi-  llirrr  Idn  iil'<  d  I.iIIk  i  \m  hi  to  live  uilli  liiin,  iiuil  dii'd 
IIk  i.-  Ill  ISJ7.    Ill-  wllV,  Ann,  di.til  In  lli.ld..ucl!nii  In  lH.".t. 

1  'I'lili  w.iH  llic  lioii.ii;  now  adindln^  uboul  one  liundnd  rudn  Buuth  uf  Kansotu 
iiurUai'b. 
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of  Jamss  Hiid  Lydia  Simoiids,  was  born  April  22,  1714,  and 
married  Ann  Convors  about  Ani;nst,  1745.  To  tlicin  were 
born  Anne,  Jude,  lilsther,  Ilaznel  ("  Asahel"),  Ebcnczer  and 
Keziali.    Ilazacl,  above  mentioned,  was  born  December  28, 

1752,  married  ^farv  and  settled  in  Cliarlestown,  Kew 

Hainpsliiro.  Tlieir  eliildren  were  :  Josiali,  llonrv,  John, 
Josopli,  William,  llannali.  Funny,  Kstlicr  and  Caroline.  Josiah 
married  and  s,^ttled  in  Wliitin<r,  Vt.  Henry,  born  May  2, 
1791,  married  Mary  Jones,  of  Claremont,  N.  II.  On  lliol7th 
of  November,  in  company  with  his  brothers,  Josiah  of 

"NVhitin;:,  and  Jolin,  he  purchased  of  Williatn  Barnes,  of  Rut- 
land, the  !Merriam  store*  and  the  place  now  occupied  by  John 
Leonard.  Tlie  firm  took  the  name  of  "'J.  Simonds  &  Co.," 
nnd  after  trading  a  short  time,  Henry  and  John  bought  Josiah's 
interest  in  tlieir  Pittsford  property  and  continued  business  under 
the  firm-name  of  *'  Simonds  &  Co."  In  1826,  thoy  bought  of 
Whipple  Spooner  the  place  now  owned  by  tho  lieirs  of  Henry 
Simonds  and  occupied  by  his  widow.  Tliey  lived  in  nn  old 
liouse  whi(;h,  at  that  time,  stood  near  where  the  horse-barn  now 
stands,  and  liad  a  distillery  n  few  rods  soutliwest  of  the  house. 
Tn  1834,  John  sold  liis  share  of  the  property  to  his  brother, 
Henry,  who  continued  tho  mercantile  business.  About  tho 
year  1840,  he  built  tlie  house  now  on  tlio  premises,  and  sold 
tho  oM  house  which  was  removed  to  the  lot  now  owned  by 
John  Fleming,  and  was  soon  after  burnt.  Mr.  Simonds  was 
married  llircc;  times.  His  wife  Mary  died  Aug.  25,  1825,  and 
lie  married,  l^Iay,  1820,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Caleb  Ilendec  ;  sho 
<lic(l  Oetober  H>,  18:53,  and  he  married,  May  2,  1834,  Betsey, 
<laughter  of  Martin  Leach.  Mr.  Simonds  died  December  4, 
1 8<;5. 

Tlic  period  from  18t)9  to  1820,  is  distinguished  by  no  very 
marked  transact  ion  in  the  civil  affairs  of  the  town,  though 

•  Tlji»  nlorc  Wan  built  liy  Elli.liu  Ladd. 

24 


354 


HISTORY  OF  PITTSFOED. 


every  ycftr  brought  witli  it  some  change,  the  necessity  for  which 
was  made  apparent  by  experience. 

The  General  Assembly  at  its  session  .hi  October,  1810, 
passed  an  act  making  it  the  "  duty  of  the  selectmen  of  the 
several  towns  in  this  st^ite  to  assess  a  t^ix  of  one  cent  on  a 
dollar  on  the  list  of  the  polls  and  ratable  estate  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  their  respective  towns  for  the  purpose  of  schooling;" 
and  a  provision  was  made  that,  "  any  town  at  any  meeting 
warned  for  that  purpose,  may  by  vote  direct  the  collection  of 
such  t4ix  in  such  articles  of  produce,  as  may  be  most  advan- 
tageous to  such  towns.  The  Selectmen  cjdled  a  meeting  of  the 
legal  voters  of  Pittsford  on  the  Slst  day  of  December  follow- 
ing, "  To  BOO  if  the  Inhabitants  will  have  a  mind  to  vote  to 
pay  tho  cent  tax  on  the  Dollar,  aHsessed  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature at  their  Session  at  Montpelier  in  October  last,  in  produce 
agreeably  to  tho  provisions  of  said  act."  At  this  meeting  tlio 
town  "voted  to  raise  one  half  Cent  or  five  Mills  on  tho  Dollar 
of  tho  list  of  tho  present  year,  payable  in  grain  to  bo  appro- 
priated for  tho  support  of  schools,  as  provided  in  tho  act  men- 
tioned in  tho  warning."  At  this  meeting  the  town  also  "vv)ted 
to  appropriate  twenty  Dollars  out  of  tho  Town's  money  for 
tho  purpose  of  repairing  tho  Bridge  across  Otter  Creek  near 
Tilly  Walker's." 

At  a  special  meeting  held  on  the  28th  of  March,  1811,  tho 
town  "  voted  to  admit  llio  Small  Pox  in  Town  by  Enoculation 
noxt  fall,  to  bo  under  tho  direction  of  tlie  Selectmen  and 
authority  of  sd  Town." 

At  Freemen's  Meeting  on  tho  first  Tuesday  of  September, 
1811,  the  following  persons  were  adiiiitted  as  freemen,  viz. : 
Daniel  Tucker,  Orin  Strong,  William  Il.msc,  Eli  Mend,  John 
Blauden,  John  Hall,  P'raticis  l^t«clarc,  Hiram  Ives,  William 
Pearse,  William  Stevens,  Josliua  Hay,  John  Hudson,  Azariah 
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Cooloy,  Samuel  Masters,  George  N.  Gilbert,  Daniel  Lincoln, 
Jr.,  and  Ebenezer  Smith. 

About  the  11th  of  July,  this  year,,  occurred  one  of  tlie 
most  remarkable  floods  that  lias  ever  visited  tliis  section  of  the 
country.  It  commenced  early  in  tlie  morning  with  a  succes- 
sion of  thunder  showers.  Towards  noon  the  clouds  gathered 
blackness,  the  rain  descended  in  torrents,  and  during  tlio  after- 
noon and  following  night  it  seemed  as  though  '*  the  fountains 
of  tlie  great  deep  were  broken  up."  The  next  morning  the 
rain  ceased  and  tho  clouds  cleared  away ;  but  the  roads  were 
so  washed  in  many  places  as  to  bo  impassable,  and  tho  streams 
were  overflowing  thoir  banks,  spreading  devastation  and  ruin 
in  every  direction.  Otter  Creek  rose  to  an  unprecedented 
height,  tho  waters  overflowing  tho  intei"vale  to  a  vast  extent  on 
either  side.  When  at  tho  highest  pitch,  they  washed  the  door 
eills  of  the  house  of  Stephen  Mead  on  tlio  west  side,  and  boats 
were  propelled  on  tho  lino  of  the  higliway  from  Milton  Potter's 
to  Mr.  Mead's.  Tho  bridge  near  Mrs.  Cooloy's,*  as  well  as 
tlio  Walker  and  Hammond  bridges  on  Otter  Crook,  wore 
swept  away;  but  the  Mead  bridge  was,  by  great  exertions, 
saved,  though  its  structure  was  greatly  damaged.  When  it 
was  perceived  that  this  was  seriously  endangered,  the  neighbor- 
ing inhabitants  turned  out,  and  having  taken  up  tlie  planks, 
piled  heavy  timbers  upon  the  rails,  so  that  the  superincumbent 
weight  was  sufficient  to  resist  the  force  and  uplifting  power  of 
water. 

In  the  midst  of  these  operations,  the  following  little  episode 
occurred :  Several  hours  of  hard  labor  had  been  passed  in  tho 
heat  of  the  sun  when  the  fatigued  and  thirsty  men,  conform- 
ably to  the  customs  of  the  time,  bethought  themselves  of  a 
potation  stronger  than  water.  But  there  was  no  liquor  at 
hand,  nor  could  it  be  obtained  at  any  point  nearer  tlmn  tlio 
Village,  and  as  there  was  no  boat  near,  how  to  obtain  it  was  a 

•  'Vho  widow  of  Col.  Benjamin  Cooley. 
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puzzling  (jnestioii.  At  loiigtli  fi  courageous  young  man  pro- 
posed to  swim  the  Creek  and  obtjiin  the  liquor  on  (umdition 
thut  otliLMs  would  p:iy  the  bill.  The  proposition  was  aex-eded 
to,  and  our  adventurous  hero,  stripping  himself  of  all  gar- 
nient-'i  except  his  shirt  and  jtaiits,  plunged  into  tlue  Hood  and 
gradually  worked  his  wa}'  to  the  eastern  shore,  coming  out  at 
Gen.  Ilendee's  harn  near  the  present  dei)ot.  He  then  went  to 
Merriani'ri  store,  obtained  a  live  gallon  cask  tilled  with  rum, 
and  placing  it  upon  his  shoulders  set  out  on  his  return.  In 
order  to  take  advantage  of  the  (rurrent,  he  proceeded  south  to 
the  farnj  owned  by  Adget  Lathrop — now  J).  K.  llalFs — and 
there  turned  west  and  went  upon  the  iiigh  point  of  land  extend- 
ing out  into  the  water — ah  it  was  then — and  upon  the  wcstera 
cxtnunity  he  procured  a  large  plank,  upon  which  ho  hislicd  his 
mviU,  and  couunitling  it  to  the  water  he  swum  with  it  abreiist, 
intending  to  come  out  near  the  workmen  at  tlio  bridge.  Tlio 
current  wan  bo  strong,  however,  that  he  was  carried  several 
rods  below,  where  he  <!ame  out  safe  upon  tcri'a  firma  amidst 
the  shoutj*  of  the  nndtitude.  This  was  a  during  feat,  and  such 
fts  few  young  men  at  the  ])r('SL'nt  day  would  bo  willing  to 
undert4ike.  'X\w  young  man  who  accomplished  it  wns  William 
Stevens,  son  of  Daniel,  and  grandson  of  Jienjamin,  Sen.  AVo 
nuiy  Huppf)se  that  the  workmen  had  u  jovial  time  during  the 
rcnininder  of  the  day. 

At  a  special  meeting  (mlled  on  the  Hd  of  Septend)cr  tho 
town  "voted  to  raise  two  cents  on  a  Dollar  on  the  list  of  ISll, 
])ayablo  in  (train  first  of  .lamuirv,  ISl'J,  and  two  (;ents  on  a 
Dollar  on  the  list  of  1812,  ])ayal)l(;  in  (iraiii  first  of  .January, 
181  ;i,  to  llcbuild  and  Repair  the  fom-  huge  I'.ridgcs  in  sd  Town 
carried  off  by  the  late  freshet  and  to  d(:fniy  other  expenses. 
Voted  that  the  Selectmen,  with  the  addition  of  A<lg('t  Lathrop, 
and  Ashlud  Lee,  be  a  connnittce  to  sup  'rintcnd  the  I'uilding 
and  Ilrpairing  the  Uriilgcs  aforesaid.  Vottd  thiit  the  Select- 
uien  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  put  up  the  Town 
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Poor  to  be  kept  nt  rnblio  Auction  to  tlie  best  bidder." 

At  tl»e  nnnual  meeting  in  March,  1812,  tlie  town  "voted 
tliut  tlie  Selectmen  bo  a  Committee  to  hear  and  grant  the 
Request  of  Israel  Brewster,  Jr.,  Samuel  Duttoii,  Zelotcs 
Ajulrews,'  Jo.siah  ParsoJis,  Ira  Parsons,  Nathaniel  Anson, 
Jiison  Ladd,  Justus  Powers,  Artemas  and  Caleb  Carpenter  to 
be  exonerated  from  l>aving  their  projiortion  for  building  the 
three  Prid;rc«  over  Otter  Creek  and  the  one  over  ^lill  Kiver 
by  Willow  Coolev's,  where  the  old  ones  were  carried  olFby  the 
bite  freshet,  on  ac^count  of  their  building  Bridges  over  East 
Creek  near  where  they  live. 

Voted  to  Ueliininish  the  Poll  Tax  of  Christoiihcr  Brcscc, 
Jr.,  for  the  year  1811,  on  account  of  his  being  equipped  in  tlio 
Militia  as  the  law  directs. 

-  At  the  nnnual  meeting  of  the  8th  of  March,  1814,  tho 
town  choS3  n  connnittee  consisting  of  the  Selectmen — Thonins 
Hammond,  Samuel  Fairfield,  Ebenezer  Beuchj  Nathan  Gibbs, 
San\uel  Smith  and  Oliver  Boguo — to  explore  and  see  what 
alterations  it  is  necessary  to  make  in  the  road  from  Strong's 
Tavern  to  John  Penlield's,  also  from  Holland  Weeks'  to  tlio 
Mead  Bridge,  so  called. 

"At  Freeman  Meeting,  September  5,  1815,  the  following 
])ersons  were  adnu'tted  freemen  b}'  taking  tho  prescribed  oath, 
vi/,. :  Oriii  Ives,  Francis  Goodalc,  Aloy  Churchill,  Cyrus  Chnse, 
Jacob  Sheldon,  Asa  Moon,  Levi  Stratton,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Jr., 
Horatio  Walker,  Azor  Dickerman,  Nathan  H.  Wescott,  Gcr- 
man  Hainmond,  Jedediah  Bugbeo,  John  Gillitt,  Jr.,  James 
Wheelock,  Kobert  L.  Loveland,  Tlieophilus  Capen,  Jr.,  John 
Olds,  Jr.,  George  C.  Bidle,  Natiianiel  X.  Andrews,  John 
Dean,  James  liowcn,  and  Jonathan  Tilson.  Nathan  Pratt 
aijd  SaiMucl  II.  Bottom,  from  a  foreign  government,  wero 
adnn'ttcd  and  took  the  oath  of  Allegiance  to  this  State  and  to 
siq>port  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  tho 
Freemen's  outh." 
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At  n  meeting  lield  December  11,  1815,  "  tlic  Selectmen 
having  stated  tlio  debts  and  credits  of  the  town,  on  motion, 
voted  to  mise  one  Cent  on  the  Dollar  of  the  present  year's 
list,  to  bo  added  to  the  Tax  voted  last  March  meeting,  to  defray 
tlio  necessary  expenses  of  the  town. 

Voted  not  to  prosecute  the  Bail  of  Ozem  Strong  tiU  after 
next  March  Meeting. 

Voted  that  tlio  Meeting  House  Bell  be  nmg  till  next  March 
meeting  on  Sundays  and  Funeral  Occasions  at  tlie  expense  of 
tlie  town." 

The  following  is  found  upon  tlio  records  of  1817 : 

"  Received  of  Peter  Powers  and  Tilly  Walker  their 
Kotos  to  the  amount  of  four  Hundred  and  twenty  Six  dollars 
Tvhich  is  in  full  of  the  demands  of  the  Town  of  Pittsford  for 
Bonds  ontorod  for  Ozem  Strong,  Constable,  and  tlio  said  Peter 
and  Tilly  are  hereby  discharged  from  said  Bonds  in  full. 
Pittsford,  December  1,  1817. 

Isaac  "Whedon,   ^  Selectmen  of 
Samuel  Smtph,     >    the  Town 
Andrew  Leach,  J  of  Pittsford. 
Received  the  above  on  Record  December  2d,  1817. 

Attest,        Calku  Hkndke,  Jr.,  T.  Clerk." 

At  Froomen's  mooting,  Sept.  1,  1818,  the  following  persons 
■were  admitted  freemen  and  took  the  customary  oath,  viz, : 
Elias  Hayward,  Augustus  Bailey,  Jr.,  I^ovi  F.  Ilayward, 
Rccompcnco  "Wadsworth,  Arba  Bassett,  Lutlier  Wicker,  Jr., 
Jolin  Van  Allen,  Jr.,  John  Cooley,  Bradford  Andrews,  Daniel 
Priest,  Marquis  D.  F.  Gibl)8,  Jeremiah  Morse,  Jr.,  Jolm  Sim- 
son,  Isaac  K.  Drury,  Dexter  Babbit,  William  Hunter,  Graten 
Jackson  and  Thomas  Adams,  Jr. 

The  most  exciting  event  of  this  period  was  the  second 
war  witli  Great  Britain,  commencing  in  Juno,  1812,  and  ter- 
minating with  the  rati£catioD  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  in  Febru- 
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nry,  1815,  Altliough  public  sentiment  in  tliis  State  was  divided 
in  respect  to  the  policy  pursued  by  the  dominant  \mrtj  of  the 
country,  yet  when  the  national  fljig  was  insulted  and  the 
national  honor  at  stake,  party  feeling  was  laid  aside  and 
the  people,  with  great  unanimity,  rallied  to  the  support  of 
tlie  government  It  is  very  much  to  bo  regretted  that  so  much 
of  tlio  necessary  material  for  writing  a  full  history  of  this  war 
should  bo  inaccessible.  None  of  the  muster  rolls  of  the 
soldiers,  witli  the  exception  of  those  of  the  Plattsburgh  volun- 
teers are  to  bo  found  in  the  archives  of  the  State.  Some  years 
since  they  were  transferred  to  Washington,  and  all  efforts  to 
recover  them  have,  thus  far,  been  unavailing.  Consequently, 
■with  the  exception  above  mentioned,  we  are  unable  to  give  the 
time  of  enlistment  or  term  of  service  of  the  volunteers  from 
Pittsford,  and  as  the  most  of  these  have  passed  away  from  t}ie 
earth,  we  can  do  little  more  than  give  a  list  of  their  names 
•witli  a  few  incidents  in  tlieir  military  experience,  as  tliey  are 
found  in  the  memories  of  tlieir  descendants.  The  following 
list  of  the  names  of  persons,  known  to  have  served  for  a  longer 
or  shorter  period  in  the  regular  army,  has  been  gatlicrcd  from 
various  sources,  and  though  probably  not  complete,  yet  it  is 
as  nearly  so  as  wo  can  make  it  without  access  to  the  origi- 
nal rolls : 

John  Axtell,  Amherst  Lee, 

John  Lampson. 

John  Barnes,  Jr., 

Israel  Burditt,  Samuel  Miller. 

David  L.  Beebe, 

Rufiis  Bur,  ^  Bildad  Orcutt, 

Enos  Bailey,  Jr.,  Amasa  Owen. 

John  Bctts, 

II.  M.  Powers, 
Elisha  Cox,  R.  M.  Powers,  Jr., 
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Samuel  Cook. 

John  Dean, 
Asa  Durgee, 
Ezra  Day, 
Justin  Dulling. 

Leonard  Fargo. 

W.  D.  Hitchcock, 
Sanuiel  V.  Ilawes- 

Rcubcn  Jackson, 
Graton  Jackson. 

John  U.  Lincoln, 


Joab  Powers, 
Gardner  Powers, 
Zebulon  Pond. 

Natlianiel  Rand. 

"William  Spencer, 
Gideon  Sheldon. 

Lucas  Thomas. 

Abel  Wheeler, 
Sanuiel  Wheeler, 
Arden  AVeller, 
Edward  AV heeler, 
Robert  "Wright. 


Early  in  September,  1814,  the  Governor  General  of  Can- 
ada, wifli  an  army  of  fourteen  thousand  men,  some  of  wliora 
had  had  tlie  advantage  of  military  expeiience  in  the  wars  of 
Europa,  invaded  the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States,  by 
way  of  Lake  Champlain.  Litelligencc  of  this  invasion  spread 
rapidly  through  Vermont,  prodmriiig  the  most  intense  excite- 
ment, and  arousing  tho  patriotism  of  the  ]>eople,  v  ho  at  onca 
determined  to  drive  back  the  foe  and  to  defend  their  posses- 
sions. To  contest  the  advance  of  tho  enemy  upon  PIat(sI)urgh, 
Rnthuid  Connt}'  furnished  two  hundred  and  seventy -four  men, 
of  wliom  one  himdred  and  six  were  from  riffnford.  On 
Friday  afternoon,  the  9tli  of  Scptemher,  Col.  Hammond 
received  notice  of  the  invasion,  with  the  retpiest  that  he  would 
collect  as  many  men  as  i)OKriible,  and  liusten  to  (he  ashi.stuncc  of 
his  countrymen.  The  Colonel  mounted  his  horse  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  residence  of  his  neigld)()r  (icneral  Ilendee,  with 
whom  ho  hud  a  short  coueultation,  and  they  either  went  or 
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sent  incssoiigcrs  into  all  parts  of  the  town  to  call  the  ]>coi)le  to 
urnis.  That  evening  u  large  number  af^souiljled  at  Van  Allen's 
hotel*  where  it  wa?  arranged  that  they  shmild  meet  at  the  same 
place  the  next  morning,  properly  armed  and  e<iuip|K'd,  organ- 
ize, and  march  to  the  wene  of  coidlict.  On  the  10th,  at  tho 
hour  appointed,  niore  than  one  hniulred  men,  with  their  ninskets 
nnd  two  (hiys'  provisions,  i»arade(l  on  the  Comtnon  in  front  t>f  tho 
liotol.  They  hud  exju'cted  (/ol.  Ilanunond  to  lead  them  ;  hut 
M-hwi  they  c4»mo  to  balhtt  for  a  connnandcr,  ho  declined  to  ho 
a  (Mindithite;  conse(jnently  GeJi.  Caleb  Ilcndee,  Jr.,  was  \nuini- 
«iou«ly  elei^tcd,  nnd  Iuk  acceptanco  of  tlie  connnand  was  highly 
gratityin;^  to  the  company. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  tho  muster  roll : 


Caleb  Ilendec,  Jr., 

Captain. 

Isaac  Whcaton, 

First  Lieut. 

Harris  ]?ogne, 

Second  Ditto. 

Jonathan  Dike, 

Ensign. 

K.  WiriHlow, 

Surgeon. 

George  N.  Gilbert, 

Surgeon's  ^Nfatc. 

Jonathan  Kendall, 

"Wagon  ]\Ia6tcr. 

John  Barns,  Jr., 

Sergeant. 

Joel  Burroughs, 

Ditto. 

Willianj  Cushman, 

Ditto. 

Antliony  C.  Itice, 

Ditto. 

Jolin  If.  Lincoln, 

Ditto. 

Amos  ])i-ury, 

Corporal. 

Jason  Ilarwood, 

Ditto. 

Reuben  Jacksiui, 

Ditto. 

Tliomas  Barlow, 

Ditto. 

Japliet  L.  AVarner, 

Ditto. 

Azer  l^ickerman, 

Ditto. 

Enos  Bailey,  Jr., 

Drummer. 

*  Now  £.  B.  Kaud's  Loiuc. 
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Snniucl  Ilolcoiiib,  Drummer. 

Ardiii  Wilier,  Fifer. 

"William  licel,  Jr.,  Ditto, 

Z<'l)idco  Cooper,  Jr.,  Ditto. 

Natlinniol  K.  Andrews,  Private. 

Bradford  Andrews,  Ditto. 

Jeffrey  Barns,  Ditto. 

Oliver  Brown,  Ditto. 
Jonathan  P.  Barron  for  Allen  Penfield. 

David  L.  Becbe,  Private. 

George  Burditt,  Ditto. 

Gcr«liain  Beach,  Ditto. 

William  W.  Barlow,  Jr.,  Ditto. 

Daniel  Barton,  Ditto. 

Edward  Clifford,  Ditto. 

Zcbidoo  Cooper,  Jr.,  Ditto. 

Caleb  Carpenter,  Ditto. 

Luke  Denn,  Ditto. 

Jolm  Downey,  Ditto. 

Horace  Downey,  Ditto. 
"WiiHlungton  Davis  for  John  Kingsley. 

linger  Eglcston,  Private. 

Cameron  Mt^Gregor,  Ditto. 

Francis  C.  Goodale,  Ditto. 

John  A.  Gillet,  Ditto. 

Eli  IIudHon,  Ditto. 
William  Hay,  discharged  on  the  lltli  inst.  on  acc't 

of  old  age. 

Alvin  Ilewit,  Private. 
Natlmiiicl  Hunter  for  Martin  Leech. 

Duiiiel  Hendeo,  Private. 

David  Jackson,  Ditto. 

David  A.  Jackson,  Ditto. 

Hezekiah  June,  Ditto. 
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Lott  Keeler, 

Private. 

Amherst  Lee, 

Ditto. 

Roger  Ladd, 

Ditto. 

Robert  L.  Lovelnnd, 

Ditto. 

Jolm  IvninpsoH,  Jr., 

Ditto. 

Ebenozcr  Mitchell  for  D.  H.  Ilnmmond. 

Jesse  Moon, 

Private. 

Hirnm  Millington, 

Ditto. 

Eli  Mnnley,  Jr., 

Ditto. 

John  Miller, 

Ditto. 

Discharged  on  the  11th 

on  account  of  old  age. 

Joseph  A.  Montngiie, 

Private. 

Abraham  Owen, 

Ditto. 

Justus  Powers, 

Ditto. 

Richard  M.  Powers, 

Ditto. 

Joab  Powers, 

Ditto. 

Peter  Powers, 

Ditto. 

Zebulon  Pond, 

Ditto. 

Ira  Persons, 

Ditto. 

James  Perkins, 

Ditto. 

Elijah  Richardson, 

Ditto. 

Oliver  Rice, 

Ditto. 

"William  Stevens, 

Ditto. 

Ezra  Spencer, 

Ditto. 

Jacob  Simmons, 

Ditto. 

Obid  C.  Smith, 

Ditto. 

John  Simmons, 

Ditto. 

Ilighman  Stevens, 

Ditto. 

James  Tedder, 

Ditto. 

William  Woods, 

Ditto. 

Nathaniel  II.  Wescott, 

Ditto. 

Oliver  Woloott, 

Ditto, 

Lemuel  Whituiore, 

Ditto.  Deserted. 

Simeon  Wright, 

Ditto. 
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Alvin  "NVrii^lit, 

Private. 

Horatio  Walker, 

Ditto. 

Vvtvr  Warner, 

Ditto. 

Jnlm  ( >.  AVntlswortli, 

Ditto. 

Oliver  Vaw, 

• 

])itto. 

Amos  Kellojjg, 

Wagoner. 

;Mil(oii  Potter, 

Ditto. 

Andrew  Ix'aeli, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Isaac  Clark, 

Ditto. 

Ihiuic  Seirar, 

Ditto.  $3.30. 

«1  allien  liuck, 

Ditto.  $1.31. 

•Tet*He  l^Iooti, 

Ditto. 

William  SjKniccr, 

Ditto. 

lyCU'is  l^arlow, 

AViigoncr, 

only  one  horse. 

c  above  waLjoners  carried 

loads  both  ways  between 

1  and  I'itthlbrd. 

Adj,'ate  l-atliro]>c. 

Wagoner. 

Jo8(')>li  Tottingliam, 

Ditto.' 

Tilly  Walker, 

Ditto. 

AVilliam  ^lorgan. 

Ditto. 

These  carried 

Ahmr  llciidcc, 

Ditto. 

'  Loads  but  one 

German  Hammond, 

])itt«). 

way. 

.TnKtUH  I'uwerH, 

])ittr,. 

.Tosiali  I'erKonn, 

Ditto.  ^ 

The  tbn'iioon  was  spent  in  (»rganizing,  and  making  tlio 
neccssarv  j)r('liminary  arrangements,  and  immediately  alter 
dinner  the  comi'any  to(»k  up  t!ie  line  of  march  tbr  I'.mliiigtoii. 
That  iiiirht  th(>v  reached  I'oardman's  tavern  in  Leicester,  where 
they  found  <]uarters  for  the  night,  sonu!  in  the  house  and  others 
in  the  stabh;  or  barn.  Stinday  morning  they  resumed  the 
inan  li,  and  on  arriving  at  V<'rgcnn(;s,  stopped,  and  those  not 
BuppLied  with  good  lirc-ai"mb  dicw  thcui  li'oiu  die  urbcuul  at 
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that  place.  The  company  tiien  8ct  out  tor  Cl'urlotte  wliidi 
tlicy  rcacluHl  tliat  iiii;lit.  On  their  way  thither  tliey  Iicard  tlio 
boominii:  ot'  cnniioii  \vliicli  bo  iiitiiiiitlatcd  one  of  tlieir  number, 
Lemuel  "Wliitmorc,  tltat  he  deserted  the  luHowini^  nii;lit.  ^Mon- 
day  morning  they  ])n)(!i'eded  to  Burlington  \\herc  they  drew 
rations,  and  iVom  thence  crossed  the  lake  to  l'lattsl>urgh,  hut 
too  late  to  tidvo  part  in  the  contest  which  resulted  so  triunj- 
phantly  to  the  American  arms.  The  enemy  liuving  been 
repidse<|  made  a  hasty  retreat,  and  the  Vermont  volunteer 
being  no  longer  needed  were  discharged  and  returned  to  their 
lu>mes.  Captain  IJendee  received  a  (;<»mplimenfary  letter  from 
Gen.  Macomb,  thanking  him  and  liis  num  for  their  ])atriotiu 
efforts  to  maintain  the  h(>nor  and  dignity  of  their  country. 

The  town  of  Tittford  was  not  slow  to  recognize  tlie  claims 
of  the  soldiers,  and  provision  was  made  for  tlieir  wants,  as  will 
bo  seen  by  the  following  extract  from  the  records  of  a  meeting 
held  October  10,  1814. 

"  Voted  that  the  Selectmen,  together  with  the  CoininnnOing 
oHicerH  of  the  several  com])anies,  for  the  time  being  be  u  Com- 
iiiiltee  to  look  into  tlie  subject,  for  procuring  necessaries  for 
the  Standing  Militia  when  called  into  actual  servi(;e,  and  to 
api>ropriate  such  sum  or  sums  as  they  nuiy  think  necesswy, 
not  to  exceed  fifty  dollars. 

Voted  that  the  Town  pay  to  Caleb  Ilcndee,  Jr.,  Sixteen 
Dollars  and  ninety-three  cents 'for  monies  by  him  borrowed  for 
the  use  of  the  A^dimteer  Company  from  Pittsford  in  their  late 
Expedition  to  Phittsburgh. 

\'otc(l  to  npproi)riatc  a  sum,  not  to  exceed  twenty  Dollars, 
to  be  hiid  out  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commanding  Ollicers  of 
the  kopcctive  (^'oiiipanics  of  ^Militia  of  this  town,  in  treating 
their  ukmi  when  called  out  and  drilled  for  Military  Kx(  rcis<  s." 

*' Marcii  Itli,  ISiT.  A'oted  to  Kaisc  two  Cents  on  the 
Dollar  to  be  a])]ii-o](ri;ited  towards  the  expenses  of  tin-  Tlatts- 
burgh  Expediliou,  uud  one  and  oue-half  lor  olher  purposes  ou 
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tlio  Grand  List  of  A.  D.  1817,  to  be  paid  tJie  one-half  in 
money  and  tlie  other  half  in  Grain  by  Uie  first  day  of  January 
next. 

The  volunteers  from  Pittsford,  whether  in  the  regular  army 
or  sen-ing  for  a  limited  time  witli  the  miUtia,  suffered  but  few 
casualties.  It  is  believed  that  nearly  all,  after  having  sen'ed 
out  their  term  of  enlistment,  returned  to  their  homes. 

Arza  Lee,  son  of  Ashbel,  lost  a  leg  in  the  battle  of 
WilHamsburgh,  and  David  Jackson  died  on  his  way  home 
from  tlio  scene  of  tlmt  conflict. 

Abel  Wheeler,  son  of  Jesse,  a  young  lad  who  went  as  a 
waiter  to  Col.  Rumscy,  of  Ilubbardton,  wjia  killed  by  a  musket 
ball  which  entero<l  his  abdomen. 

Amaaa  Owen,  son  of  Abndiam,  enlisted  in  July,  1812,  for 
five  years.  lie  was  in  Capt.  llawlcy's  Company,  Col.  Clark's 
Bogimont.  Ho  was  at  Sackott's  Harbor  at  the  time  of  the 
British  attack.  May  29,  1813.  Ho  was  also  in  the  battle  of 
"Williamsburgh,  on  the  11th  of  November.  In  this  battle  he 
was  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a  musket  ball,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  tlio  enemy  and  was  carried  to  Prescott,  where  his  wound 
was  dressed,  and  he  remained  a  short  time  in  tlio  hospital  at 
that  ])lace.  Ho  was  then  tjikcn  to  Montreal,  thence  to  Quebec 
and  afterwardH  to  Halifax,  and  was  confined  in  prison  on 
Mellvillo  Island.  He  esca]>ed  from  j)riHon,  and  resided  some 
time  in  New  Brunswick,  where  ho  nnirried  Mary  ^IcKocl  in 
1818.  He  returned  with  his  family  to  Pittsfbrd  in  1824, 
though  he  resided  here  but  a  short  time.  He  is  now  living  at 
the  "West. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Immigrants  or  Settlers  and  their  Zocatinns,  continued. 
1820—1830. 

Abel  Penficld  located  hero  in  1820.  IIo  wns  the  Bon  of 
John  Pcnfiold,  was  born  in  New  Fuirficld,  Conn.,  Nov,  12, 
1787,  ftnd  cnine  to  Pittsford  with  his  father's  family  in  1796. 
"When  a  young  man  ho  was  placed  as  an  ai)prontice  witli 
Eleazer  Ilarwood,  Jr.,  to  learn  tho  clothier's  trade.  After  ho 
had  acquired  his  trade,  ho  located  in  Hartford,  Vt.,  in  company 
pany  with  Mr.  Harwood,  his  teacher,  and  they  carried  on  man- 
ufacturing business  there  from  1812  to  1820.  In  1816,  Mr. 
Penfield  married  Pedy  Lincoln  who  was  bom  in  Keenc,  N.  H., 
March  6,  1786.  Ho  sold  liis  property  in  Hartford  in  1820, 
returned  to  Pittsford  and  occupied  his  father's  house— now  tho 
residenco  of  John  Stevens — till  1828,  when  ho  built  the  house 
in  which  he  recently  resided.  About  the  same  time  ho  bought 
one-third  of  tho  woolen  factory,  tho  grist-mill  and  ten  acres  of 
land,  the  other  two-thirds  being  owned  by  his  brothers,  Sturges 
atid  AUen.  In  1824,  he  sold  his  interest  in  all  this  property, 
excepting  the  grist-mill  which  ho  rebuilt,  and  tho  same  is  now 
the  one  owned  by  John  Stevens.  He  Bol(^the  mill  proi)erty  to 
Mr.  Stevens  in  1836,  and  since  then  ho  luis  devoted  the  most 
of  his  time  to  fanning.  '  Mrs.  Penfield  died  October  8,  1842. 
Mr.  Penfield  died  March  9,  1871. 

GriUon  Jackson,  son  of  James,  married  Malinda  Dunham, 
of  liriiiidon,  Nov.  20,  1820,  and  located  about  otio-fourth  of  a 
mile  ciiht  of  the  residence  of  Sauuiel  Waters,  on  land  now 
owned  by  MurHliull  llowlund.  He  died  about  the  year  1830, 
and  his  widow,  soon  afterwards,  moved  to  the  "West. 
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Pavid  Hull,  son  of  David,  -was  horn  in  Brandon,  Jnne  3, 
1795,  married  Eloc-tn  Esther,  dnugliter  of  Iwiac  Wlicaton, 
April  '20,  and  resided  some  months  in  the  house  now 

owihmI  1»v  E.  li.  Kand.  Afterwards  he  l>ou<rht  the  Stephen 
J^fead  farm,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Creek,  and  after  oeeu]'ving 
it  u  few  years  ho  exchanged  it  for  the  John  Barnes  farm,  a 
part  of  whieh  is  now  owned  by  A.  N.  Loveland.  In  1849,  lio 
bought  of  Warren  Barnard  the  Jonathan  Fassett  farm,  to  the 
improvement  of  which  Ije  devoted'  tlie  most  of  his  energies  in 
Ruhsequcnt  life.  He  brought  liis  lands  into  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  reconstructed  tho.Luildings  and  niado  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  estates  in  \\w  town.    Jlc  died  Mm-h  7,  ISOO. 

Clark  Taft,  born  in  IHOO,  son  of  Josiah,  iimrried  Mary  A., 
daught-cr  of  Moses  Hitchcock,  April  26,  1820.  Soon  after 
their  mnrriago  they  >oinovc(l  Hopkinton,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
resided  till  1828,'  whort  tlicy'  rcinrhod' to  Pittsford,  and  after 
residing  in  vnriotie  places,  locjitcd  where  'Jolm  iFleinjning  now 
resides.  Mrv  T^lft  bought  the  liinish  ^\'liic)i' 'forinorly  stood 
where  Mrs.  Sinionds  now  resides,  wndTorhftvod lit  to  tho  pres- 
ent Fleiiiing  place,;  where  it  was  soon  after  burnt,  and  lie  built 
the  j^resent  house  on  its  site  in  1854.  Ho  removed  to  AVeston 
in  I860.    His  wife  Mary  died,  and  he  married  a  second  time. 

J<)hn  P.  Stjuiton,  from  Williston,  married  Lucy  HublK'U, 
daughter  of  Oliver  Boguo,  Nov.  28,  1820,  and  resided  a  short 
time  on  the  Rice  farm,  occupying  a  house  which  stood  at  that 
time  about  where  tli^  brick  house  now  stands.  Afterwards  ho 
resided  a  year  on  the  John  Gillctt  j^lacc,  and  in  18.'12,  removed 
to  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  David  Mills.  Tiiere 
he  resided  two  years  and  then  removed  to  Westport,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died  in  1868.    Mrs.  Stanton  died  in  1840. 

Nicludus  Wes(;ott,  married  Abigail  Gibson,  March  2,  1820, 
and  lociited  on  the  Benjamin  Stevens  farm,  where  he  resided  fi 
few  years,  and  then  moved  to  the  State  of  New  York.  Ho 
remained  there  u  short  time,  after  which  ho  returned  to  tliift 
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town  nnd  resided  in  Whipple  Hollow  one  or  two  years,  llo 
finally  removed  to  Puwlet,  where  lie  now  resides. 

German  F.  Ilendec,  son  of  Gen.  Caleb,  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Asa  Jones,  of  Clarcmont,  N.  II.,  Nov.  30,  1820, 
and  lof4itod  on  the  home  farm,  where  ho  resided  some  four 
yeai-8,  and  then  bought  the  farm  which  was  first  imj)roved  by 
Benjamin  IStovens,  Sen.  This  puroluise  w  ns  made  of  Asahcl 
AVolcott,  the  deed  being  dated  1839.  lie  built  the  house  on 
tlio  bluff  nt>ar  tho  depot  in  1849,  and  the  following  year 
returned  to  the  home  farm  and  occupied  this  new  house.  Ho 
died  August  2:1,  1803. 

John  Simonds,  son  of  Jahnzcl,  born  in  Charleston,  N.  H., 
April  22,  1793,  came  hero  witli  his  brother  Henry  iii  1819, 
and  was  one  of  tho  firm  of  "  J.  Simonds  &  Co.,"  traders.  Ho 
married  Nancy  Malinda,  daughter  of  Asji  Jones  of  Clarcmont, 
N.  II.,  Nov.  30,  1820,  and  located  with  his  brother  in  tho 
house  now  owned  by  John  C.  Leonard.  Ho  and  his  brother, 
llonry,  bought  the  place  how  owned  by  tho  heirs  of  tho  latter, 
and  tlicy  traded  hero  in  comjjany  till  1834,  when  John  sold  hia 
share  of  their  Pittsford  property  to  llonry,  and  removed  to 
Shoreham.  There  ho  resided  till  tho  fall  of  1804,  when  ho 
removed  to  Brandon.  Ho  died  there  April  17,  1809,  leaving 
bix  children  and  seventeen  grand  children.  He  was  a  man  of 
eound  judgment  and  of  e.vcellent  business  habits,  and  was 
fiuccesiful  in  accumulating  a  large  property.  He  was  twico 
married.  His  wife  Nancy  M.  having  died  Miirch  29,  1841,  ho 
married  Maria  Kirby  tho  following  September.  She  now 
resides  in  Brandon. 

Thonnis  V.  Boguc  became  a  citizen  of  this  town  in  1820. 
Tho  first  of  ttw  Booge  (as  formerly  written)  family  in  this 
comitry  was  Jolm  Booge,  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  in  tho 
city  of  Gl.'usgDw  and  a  tob:icconist  by  occupation.  Ho  was  a 
niligioiis  ami  ciitci'prising  voung  man;  and  considering  lliat  in 
the  colonics  he  could  enjoy  civil  and  religioua  liberty,  and  ut 
26 


370 


HISTORY  OF  riTTSFORD. 


the  eiimo  time  luiuled  propert}',  and  tlierc  lay  a  better  founda- 
tion lor  liis  own  support  and  that  of  a  family,  if  he  sliould  have 
one,  than  l»y  workini;  at  Ids  trade  in  his  native  hind,  he  deter- 
mined that  it  was  desirable  to  emigrate,  lie  accordingly  left 
Glasgow  and  all  his  connections,  and  came  to  America  about 
the  year  1G80.  The  jdaco  he  selected  for  his  residence  was  in 
the  soutli  part  of  East  Iladdam,  Conn.,  near  the  river,  IIo 
•was  the  fifth  man  who  made  a  be'iinnin';  in  that  town.  "When 
tt  church  wjia  formed  there  ho  was  ajipointed  an  elder,  in  which 
caj)acity  ho  served  through  life.  IIo  wjis  frequently  chosen  a 
rcj)rcftent«tivo  to  the  legislature  of  the  colony,  and  such 
wjis  his  good  and  exemplary  conduct  an^ong  the  people 
with  whom  ho  dwelt,  that  they  gave  him  the  appellation  of 
Good  Man  I^oogo."  IIo  married  Rebecca  "NValkley,  of  Ilad- 
dam, who  ])roved  herself  to  bo  equal  in  worth  to  the  good  man 
with  whom  bIio  hod  been  united.  They  had  a  large  family, 
comprising  seven  sons  —  John,  William,  Richard,  Daniel, 
Stephen,  James  and  Ebenezer;  and  three  daughters — Sarali, 
Hannah  and  Rebecca. 

Ebciiczcr  Boogo,  the  seventh  son  and  yougest  child,  was, 
at  the  ago  of  fourteen  years,  bound  out  by  his  father  as  an 
apprentice  to  a  Capt.  Butler,  of  Saybrook,  to  learn  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner.  lie  served  out  the  time  of  his  appren- 
ticeshij)  faithfully,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  master.  About 
tho  time  ho  completed  his  apprenticeship,  ho  became  the  sub- 
ject of  very  serious  and  powerful  religious  impressions,  and 
having  obtained,  after  a  time,  a  good  hope  of  pardon  and 
accoj)t4in(to  with  God,  he  decided  to  devote  liimsclf  to  tho 
Christian  ministry,  ])rovided  ho  might  be  able  to  enter  upon 
that  goodly  work  with  a  proper  education.  As  he  lacked  tho 
means  rcfpuKite  to  obtain  a  college  education,  ho  cmploj'ed 
himself  at  his  trade  about  two  years,  during  which  time,  by 
tlif!  stricfcst  economy,  he  saved  a  large  ]tn»]>ortion  of  his  earn- 
ings.   IIo  then  commenced  u  course  of  study  to  qualify  himself 
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for  ftdniission  to  college.  Having  gone  through  this  prepara- 
tory course  he  was  examined  and  admitted  to  Yule  College  at 
the  commencement  in  1744,  being  then  a  little  Hiorc  than 
twentj-four  years  of  age.  He  graduated  in  174S,  and  nWcr 
devoting  some  time  to  theological  8tu(lic.«;,  entered  upon  the 
labors  of  the  ministry.  He  accepted  a  call  from  the  parish  of 
Northington,  in  the  town  of  Farniingfon,  Conn.,  and  was 
ordained  Nov.  27,  1751.  On  the  10th  of  Decen-.ber,  1750,  ho 
married  Daniaris  Cook  of  Wallingford,  Conn.  This  worthy 
lady  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Samuel  Cook  of  Wallingford, 
one  of  (ho  most  respectable  men  in  the  town. 

By  this  lady  Mr.  Boogo  had  seven  children  —  five  sons, 
Aaron  Jordon,  Samuel  Cook,  Oliver,  Jefl'rey  Amherst,  and 
Publius  Virgilius ;  and  two  daughters,  Rebecca  Walklc}'  and 
Damaris  Corintha.  Rev.  Ebenczer  Booge,  died  February  2, 
17C7,  aged  fifty-ono  years  nearly.  Ono  writes  of  him  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Ho  wjis  not  only  an  eminent  and  finished  scholar,  but 
had  an  ardent  desiro  to  promote  learning  and  education.  For 
this  purpose,  in  addition  to  his  nndtiplied  and  arduous  labors 
in  the  ministry,  he  tjuight  many  young  men  the  Latin  and 
Greek  languages  and  prej)ared  them  for  admission  into  college; 
and  besides  this,  such  was  his  tender  regard  for  the  youth  and 
children  of  his  peo]>le,  for  whom  in  that  day  it  was  difiicult  to 
procure  education,  that  he  usually  gave  four  months  schooling 
in  a  year  to  the  youtig  ])eoplc  and  children  of  his  congregation 
gratuitously,  and  without  fee  or  reward,  at  his  own  house  and 
at  sucli  otlior  liouscs  as  were  most  convenient  for  his  people. 
Tills  excited  great  gratitude  in  his  society  among  botli  parents 
and  (thildicn,  and  greatly  endeared  him  to  them." 

Jeffrey  Ajnhcrst  Booge,  the  fourth  son  of  Rev.  Ebenczer 
Booge,  was  born  in  Farmington,  and  married  Freedom  Bar- 
nard, of  Coventry,  who  was  born  in  1773.  They  located  in 
Chittenden,  Vt.,  a-id  had  the  following  children,  viz.:  Jofl'rcy 
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A.,  ClarissH,  Sarnli,  Thomas  F.,  Dan  B.,  Louisa,  Sophia, 
Ahiiira,  Nancy,  SaniUfl  and  Virgilius  B. 

Thonuis  F.  Boguc,  (as  he  wrote  his  name,)  the  second  son 
of  JoflVey  Amlierst,  wiis  born  in  Cliittendeii,  June  17,  1795, 
and  married,  in  1819,  Elizabeth  Stewart,  who  was  born  in 
Sherman,  Conn.,  in  1704.  They  locjit^jd  in  Pittsibrd,  on  the 
Parsons  farm,*  which  Mr.  Bogue  purchased  of  Elder  William 
Harrington  early  in  1820.  Mr.  Bogue  possessed  those  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  lieart  which  fitted  him  for  prominent  positions 
in  the  town,  and  at  different  times  he  held  almost  every  oftico 
within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-townsmen.  Ho  died  July  11, 
1804.  Since  his  death  liis  family  lias  sold  the  home  farm  to 
A/.ro  Dickennan,  and  now  own  and  occupy  the  Sheldon  place, 
in  tlio  Village. 

Joseph  Whitmoro  married  Betsey,  daughter  of  David  Jack- 
son, Feb,  25,  182 J,  and  locuted  on  land  now  owned  by  Henry 
Mills.  The  house  stood  west  of  the  road,  nearly  opposite  tlio 
present  residence  of  Michael  Cane.  After  residing  there  a 
sliort  time  he  removed  to  the  farm  now  owned  by  Stephen 
Whipple.  The  house  ho  there  occupied  stood  a  few  rods  north 
of  the  one  now  occiipicd  by  Mr,  Wliipple,  From  that  farm 
Lo  removed  to  Cliittenden. 

Iliratn  Jackson,  son  of  Daniel,  married  Experience,  daugh- 
ter of  VcU  r  Worden,  Dec.  31,  1821,  and  located  in  Wliipplo 
Hollow,  on  land  now  owned  by  Ix'onard  Sargent.  The  house 
lie  occupied  stood  some  rods  northeast  of  (iraton  Jackson's. 
He  removed  to  Pennsylvania  about  the  year  1840. 

Ale.xander  Bogue,  son  of  Oliver,  married  Hannali  Stanton, 
Sept.  9,  1821,  and  located  on  the  homo  farm  witli  his  parents. 
His  life  was  mostly  spent  upon  tluit  place,  where  he  died  Dec. 
15,  1842.    Mrs.  Bogue  died  July  5,  18:59. 

*  II  will  bo  rcincriibcrcd  tliul  ElUlm  ItlcL  l>ou{;lit  ihU  Turiu  of  Aarou  Parsons, 
aud  aolil  li  to  Mr.  Ilurriuglou. 
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BcJijamin  C.  Needham,  born  Aug.  17,  1794,  sou  of  Jcre- 
niiali  Nccdham,  married  Aclioah  Thayer,  March  17,  1814,  aud 
located  in  Wihuingtou,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.  His  wife  Acliouh 
died,  aud  he  married  Feb.  22,  1821,  Lois  Huntley,  who  was 
born  in  Salisbury,  Juno  20,  1797.  lie  located  at  tliis  time  in 
I'ittsford,  and  occupied  a  house  wliich  stood  near  the  bank  of 
the  Creek,  some  forty  rods  south  of  the  house  which  had  been 
tlio  residence  of  Col.  Benjamin  Coolcy.  Soiuc  years  since  he 
removed  to  Parkersburgh,  Butler  County,  Iowa,  where  he  now 
resides.    Ho  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

John  Ilarvey  Lincoln,  born  in  Taunton,  Mjiss.,  came  to 
Pittsford  with  his  father's  family  in  1809.  He  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  tlie  war  of  1812,  and  served  fifteen  months,  and, 
besides,  was  one  of  the  vohmteers  in  the  expedition  to  Platts- 
burgli  in  1814.  Li  June,  1821,  he  married  Dulcima,  daughter 
of  Sanmel  Fenton,  ajul  after  residing  a  few  months  in  the 
house  now  owned  by  Charles  Stiles,  bought  the  fana  now 
owned  by  Capon  Ix'onard  aud  built  the  liouse  in  which  Mr. 
Leonard  now  resides.  Ho  occujued  that  farm*  till  1852,  when 
ho  removed  to  Brandon,  and  there  ho  died  in  18G7.  Mrs. 
Lincoln  died  in  1855.  ' 

Samuel  Morgan,  born  in  March,  1802,  son  of  Samuel, 
married  Eunice  Stevens,  Jan.  30,  1822,  atul  located  on  the 
homo  farm  witli  his  parents,  where  ho  resided  till  about  the 
year  1835.  He  then  moved  to  Rutland,  and  after  residing 
there  a  year  or  more,  he  removed  to  the  north  ])art  of  tho 
St4itc,  and  tlierc  died  in  February,  18G7. 

Bradford  Andrews,  son  of  Kellogg,  married  Fanny,  daugh- 
ter of  Williiim  ]5axter,  March  14,  1822,  and  after  residing  in 
tills  t'jwn  a  f(!w  montlis,  moved  to  tlie  State  of  New  York, 
where  he  resided  some  3'car8,  and  wliere  his  wife  died.  Ho 
afterwardri  returned  to  Pitt-sford,  and  one  morning  in  the  year 

•  lie  sola  llic  form  to  Cvrus  Dike,  Dec.  21,  IS:.^. 
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1843,  ho  was  found  (load  hy  the  side  of  the  road,  a  little  north 
of  the  present  rosidenco  of  A.  J.  Tiffany. 

And»ro80  Paniu'lco,  born  in  Seabrook,  N.  II.',  in  1763, 
marrit'd  Atnolia  Connnt,  of  Clarcniont,  in  1805,  and  locjitcd  in 
Windsor,  Vt.,  from  wliicli  place  he  came  to  Pittsford  in  1822, 
and  bought  of  Jonathan  Dike  the  June  farm  ;  the  deed,  dated 
April  20th,  was  in  consideration  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  dollars.  Ho  removed  his  family  here  that  spring  and 
resided  on  his  farm  till  1844,  when  ho  removed  to  Chittenden 
where  ho  died  in  1853.    Mrs.  Amelia  Parmelco  died  in  1862. 

Eli  Lincoln,  sixth  son  of  Daniel,  born  in  Taunton,  Mass., 
married  Dorris  Downey,  Feb.  29,  1822,  and  locjited  in  what 
waa  then  called  the  Iiea<th  house,  a  part  of  which  is  now  stand- 
ing n  few  rods  north  of  the  present  residence  of  Eliab  Randall. 
After  residing  there  about  one  year  ho  removed  to  Wilmington, 
N.  Y.,  and  remained  there  about  two  years.  His  wife  died  in 
Wilmington,  January  25,  1825,  when  ho  returned  to  Pittsford 
and  was  engaged  in  farm  work  in  various  places.  He  married 
Hannah  Powell  Oct.  1,  1844,  and  located  on  the  place  now 
owned  by  Siloe  Dmiklec,  occupying  an  old  house  which  for- 
merly stood  where  Mr.  Dunklce's  house  now  stands.  Ho 
exchanged  his  place  of  residence  quite  often  till  1857,  when 
ho  settled  on  the  ])lace  he  now  oc<!upics. 

Lyman  Rockwood,  from  Fitzwilliam,  N.  II.,  married  Betsey 
Powell,  and  located  in  Pittsford  in  1822.  Ho  purcluised  of 
his  brother,  John,  one  undivided  half  of  a  lot  of  land  which 
tlic  latter  had  bought  of  Andrew  Ix;ach.  This  included  the 
lots  now  owned  by  Paschal  Whitakcr  and  Simeon  Gilbert  as 
well  as  one-half  of  the  saw-niill.  The  deed  bears  date  March 
25,  1823.  The  two  brothers  built  the  Whitaker  house  that 
spring  and  the  following  Bun)mer.  Lyman  bought  of  Nathan 
Dana  "40J  rods  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  highway 
leading  from  Pittsford  Village  to  Hcman  JohuKon's,  and 
adjoining  John  and  Henry  Simouds'  gai'ding."     The  deed 
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,  bears  date  January  25,  1825,  and  the  consideration  was  tliirty 
dollare.  He  built  a  liousc  upon  this  lot  the  following  summer 
—  the  same  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Charles 
Walker,  D.  D.  He  resided  on  this  ])lace  till  the  24th  of 
October,  1826,  when  he  sold  it  to  "Warren  liarnard.  On  tho 
2d  day  of  September,  1828,  he  purchased  of  Benoni  Taylor 
tho  land  now  owned  by  James  Bucknam,  and  soon  after  built 
tlio  house  now  o<;cuj)ied  by  Mr.  B.  His  trade  was  that  of  a 
wheelwright^  but  atlcr  locjiting  on  this  place  ho  worked  at  sash- 
making  and  painting.  His  wife  Betsey  died  in  1833,  and  ho 
married  Julia  Bliss  in  1835.  He  sold  the  last  mentioned  \)h\co 
to  Amos  Crippen,  September  30,  1835,  and  left  the  town.  Ho 
returned  in  1842,*  bought  tlio  location  now  owned  by  Rollin 
S.  Meacham,  and  in  1844  built  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
M.  He  traded  there  till  A])ril  20,  1850,  when  he  sold  tho 
location  to  Thomas  II.  Palmer  and  again  left  tho  town. 

Samuel  A.  Brown,  tanner  and  currier,  bom  July  23,  1798, 
eon  of  Elijah,  Jr.,  married  Betsey  Ilemenway,  Feb.  11,  1822, 
and  located  with  his  brother  Elijah  on  tho  place  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  his  son  George.  Tho  two  brothers  carried  on 
the  tanning  and  currying  business  in  company  until  the  1st 
day  of  March,  1827,  when  Samuel  A.  bought  the  location  of 
his  brother,  paying  him  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars. 
He  resided  there  until  his  death,  Nov.  IC,  18G7. 

Nehemiah  Barnes,  son  of  John,  bought  of  David  Hall,  Jr., 
tho  farm  now  owned  by  Alexander  Parmclee,  the  deed  being 
dated  A])nl  20,  1819;  and  in  the  spring  of  1820,  he  exchanged 
farms  with  Nathaniel  K.  Andrews  who  had  bouglit  and  resided 
on  tho  farm  now  owned  by  Charles  Stiles.  lie  married  Ladoi  ia 
Andrews,  March  9,  1823,  and  resided  on  the  farm  first  men- 
tioned till  1805,  wlicn  he  exchanged  it  with  Charles  Stiles  tor 
the  one  on  which  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Stiles  had,  a  short  time 
before,  i)urchase(l  it  of  Austin  Andrews. 
•  Uu  purcLiuicd  ililn  place  of  Scucca  Townsond  and  Ira  Button,  April  2C. 
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Sninnel  AVnrd  Boardnian,  son  of  Timotliy,  wap  born  in 
Rutland,  Nov.  27,  17S0,  and  tlic  most  of  hie  minority  was 
spent  in  tliat  town.  He  came  to  Pittsford  in  April,  1817,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Charles  G.,  and  assisted  him  in  tho 
care  of  the  farm  and  tavern.  Tlio  Pittsford  property,  of  whidi 
tJio  two  brothers  liad  the  care  and  income,  was,  up  to  April  5, 
1823,  owned  by  their  father,  Timothy,  then  residing  in  Kut- 
Innd.  At  this  time  ho  deeded  the  tavern  and  a  few  acres  of 
land  adjoining,  to  Charles  G.,  and  tho  north  and  larger  part 
(cighty-foiir  acres)  of  tho  farm  to  Sanmel  W,  This  included 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Josiah  I^onard.  On  tho  Sth  of  May, 
1823,  Sanmel  W.  married  Anna,  born  Dec.  6,  1793,  danghter 
of  Simeon  Gilbert,  and  occupied  tho  red  house  now  o\\-ned  by 
Mr.  Ix?onard,  and  standing  but  a  few  rods  north  of  tho  brook. 
Ho  resided  there  till  1836,  when  ho  removed  to  West  Eutland, 
and  tho  following  year  to  Castleton  where  ho  resided  till  1860, 
when  ho  went  to  Middlebury  and  resided  with  his  son,  Prof. 
Georgo  N.  Boardman.  lie  returned  to  Pittsford  in  tho  spring 
of  1809,  and  died  hero.  May  13,  1870.  Few  men  have  left  a 
better  record.  Ho  took  a  great  interest  in  the  peace  move- 
ment, and  many  articles  upon  this  subject  from  his  pen  wore 
published  and  widely  circulated. 

John  Rockwood,  born  in  1790,  son  of  Samuel,  of  Fitz- 
william,  N.  II.,  came  to  Pittsford  in  1821,  and  bought  of 
Andrew  I^cach  one  and  one-half  acres  of  land,  which  inclndcd 
tlic  house  lots  now  owned  by  Paschal  Whitakcr  and  Simeon 
Gilbert,  also  "one-half  of  tlie  saw-niill*  and  one-half  of  tho 
mill  yard  north  of  the  bridge  on  the  road  leading  from  tho 
village  to  Ileman  Johnson's."  The  deed  was  dated  September 
1!),  1821,  and  was  in  consideration  of  three  liundrcd  and  fifty 
dollars.  As  heretofore  stated,  he  and  liii  brother,  Lyman, 
built  the  house  now  owned  by  Mr.  "Whitakcr  in  1822,  and  ho 
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married  Lucinda  Kimball,  Oct.  2,  1823,  and  resided  in  the 
house,  with  his  brother.  In  early  lite  he  had  worked  at  clock- 
making,  but  here  he  devoted  the  most  of  his  time  to  wagon- 
making.  Tlio  shop  in  which  lie  worked  stood  where  Mr. 
Gilbert's  house  now  stands.  This  was  removed  some  years 
since,  and  is  now  one  of  the  shops  recently  o<'cupied  by  Dudley 
and  North.  His  wife  I.iicinda  died  in  1 840,  and  lie  married 
Delia,  daijghter  of  Kzra  Cumniings,  early  in  1841,  and  in  1844 
ho  removed  to  Mcllenry,  111. 

AVilliam  Wheeler  miirricd  Philinda,  daughter  of  Eobert 
Ix)veland,  in  1823,  and  located  near  the  south  line  of  the  town 
occupying  the  first  house  south  of  the  present  railroad  bridge, 
near  Sutherland  Falls,  IIo  clumgcd  locations  several  times 
while  residing  in  this  town,  and  at  one  time  moved  to  eomo 
part  of  t!ie  State  of  New  York,  bnt  returned  to  Pittsford,  and 
eventually  moved  to  Brandon  where  ho  died  in  18G7. 

Oliver  Brown,  harness-maker,  born  October  17,  1703,  son 
of  Elijah,  married  Lydiu  Maria  Bi.xby,  Nov.  14,  1823,  and 
located  on  the  Elias  Hopkins  place,  now  owned  by  K.  11. 
Drake.  lie  resided  in  fho  south  part  of  the  house,  and  used 
tlio  north  part  for  a  work-shop.  It  would  aj)j)ear  that  ho 
rented  tin's  place  for  a  term  of  little  more  than  two  years,  as 
we  find  that  he  purchased  it  of  Gordon  Newell,  Esq.,  the  0th 
day  of  May,  1820,  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars.  Mr. 
Brown  ro^sided  on  this  place  till  1842,  when  he  sold  it  to  B.  R. 
Drake,  and  has  since  resided  in  various  places,  though  for  tho 
last  four  or  five  years  he  has  been  living  witli  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  "William  Eayrcs,  of  Butland.  His  wife,  Lydia  ]\Iaria, 
died  May  12,  1840. 

John  Coolc}',  son  of  Capt.  Caleb,  married  Amanda  ('ook, 
Octo])er  12,  1823.  Ilis  trade  was  that  of  a  potter.  He  located 
in  a  log  house  on  the  north  sloj^e  of  the  hill,  some  one  hundrc<l 
rods  southeast  of  Demas  Chafl'ee's.  After  residing  there  a 
short  time  lie  purchmsed  the  laud  ou  the  south  bide  of  tlie  roud, 
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near  wimt  wns  known  n»  tlic  '*  Pocket  Fumncc,"  nnd  built  tlio 
two-story  house  now  occupied  by  George  Putnnm.  He  resided 
tliere  n  few  years,  and  manufactured  earthen  ware.  He  after- 
wards built  the  house  now  owned  by  his  son,  Orin.  This  was 
built  on  the  southeast  part  of  what  was  his  futlicr's  home  farm. 
He  died  there,  July  17,  1856. 

Jeffrey  Barnes,  son  of  John,  was  bom  May  27,  1792, 
married,  Feb.  24,  1823,  Violet,*  daughter  of  David  Brewster, 
and  located  on  the  homo  farm  with  his  parents.  Afterwards 
ho  resided  some  months  with  his  brother  on  the  Johnson  farm, 
now  owned  by  Alexander  Parmelee.  Ho  bought  the  Weeks 
place,  ncjvr  the  Village,  in  1825,  but  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  ho  bought  of  his  heirs  the  homo  farm,  upon  which  ho 
resided  till  1832,  when  ho  exchanged  farms  with  David  Hall, 
nnd  obt^iined,  by  tho  exchange,  tho  Mead  farm,  now  owned  by 
B.  J.  Douglas.  In  1855,  Mr.  Barnes  bought  of  Fmnk  May- 
nard  tho  place  which  had  a  short  time  before  boon  fitted  up  by 
tho  latter,  and  on  tho  12th  of  November  ho  commenced  to 
occui>y  it.  While  in  tho  vigor  of  manhood  ho  wjis  a  very 
industrious  man,  and  well  understood  tho  public  business  of 
the  town  ;  and  for  a  long  period  ho  held  some  office  within  tho 
gift  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  died  December  17, 18G1.  Mrs. 
Barnes  died  February  19,  1865. 

(ieorgo  Godfrey  located  here  in  1823.  His  grandfather — 
whoso  name  was  also  George — was  a  Brigadier  General  in  tho 
Revolutionary  war.  Ho  married  Bethiah  Hodges  and  settled 
in  Taunton,  Mass.,  where  were  born  tho  following  children, 
viz.:  Mary,  Joanna,  Lydia,  Wealthy,  Jcrusha,  George,  Rufus, 
Johti  and  Melinda.  George,  the  father,  died  at  Taunton,  Juno 
30,  1793.  George,  the  eldest  son,  was  l)oni  Sept.  17,  1758, 
and  during  tho  early  part  of  the  war  was  in  tho  army  as  waiter 
for  liis  father,  but  afterwards  entered  tlio  ranks  as  private. 


•  Born  Feb.  28,  1707. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  liis  life  he  drew  a  pension  from  tho 
government.  He  married,  December  20,  1782,  Abigail  King, 
who  was  born  June  22,  1763,  and  they  settled  in  Bennington, 
Vt.  They  had  eight  cliildreji,  viz.:  .lame.';,  Sanuicl  L.,  Abigail, 
George,  Melinda,  Bradford,  Catherine  K.  and  J.  Pitts.  George, 
tho  third  son,  was  born  Nov.  21,  1793,  and  was  a  soldier  in 
tlio  war  of  1812.  lie  married,  Nov.  G,  1823,  Relief  Lincoln, 
who  was  born  March  3,  1787.  Tlioy  cjimc  to  this  town  and 
located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  James 
K.  Smith.  Air.  Godfrey  died  October  5,  1837.  Mrs.  Godfrey 
afterwards  married  llandall,  and  died  May  20,  18G3. 

Lyman  Granger — son  of  "Simeon,  hereafter  to  bo  men- 
tioned—  was  born  in  Sandersfield,  Mass.,  ])ecember  22,  1794.. 
Ho  was  graduated  from  Union  College  about  1820,  and  at 
onco  entered  upon  tho  study  of  law.  He  commenced  tho 
study  of  his  jjrofession  at  the  Litchfield  Law  School  and  closed 
it  with  Judge  Sannicl  Church,  of  Salisbury,  Conn.  He  com- 
menced practice  in  company  with  Moses  Strong,  Esq.,  of  Rut^ 
land,  in  1823.  Li  the  fall  of  this  year  lie  nuirried  Frances 
Smith  of  Rutland,  wlio  was  born  Feb.  23,  1799.  About  this 
time — in  com])any  with  his  father,  then  living  in  Salisbury, 
Conn.,  and  his  younger  brotlier,  Chester — lie  purchased  several 
small  lots  of  land  in  Pittsford,  and  the  following  year  ho 
came  here  to  reside.  For  a  little  time,  ho  occupied  tho 
Ewings  house,  now  known  as  tlie  Arniiiigton  house.  On  tho 
SOtli  of  Novemljer,  1820,  ho  and  his  brother,  Chester,  jujr- 
chased  of  Andrew  Lcacli  the  furnace  property,  "consisting  of 
IfiO  acres  of  land  with  all  tlie  buildings  standing  thereon," 
and  the  sum  jiaid  was  six  thousand  dollars.  Immediately  after 
this  ptircliase  Lyiiiiui  removed  to  tlie  white  cottjjge  on  the  soutli 
aide  of  the  rojul  leadiu"-  from  tlio  road  on  which  the  school 
house  now  stiinds,  to  tlic  Furnace.  Tlie  father  and  two  sons 
carried  on  tho  l"iiriiHco  business,  and  the  firm  was  known  ha 
"Simeon  Granger  &  Sons,"  though  the  father  had  not  yet 
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removed  his  residence  from  Conneetietit.  Tlie  compnuy  built 
tljc  wlutc  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  and  a  few  rods 
cast  of  the  eotta|;e  ah-eudy  mentioned,  in  the  spring  of  1827, 
and  LvMiun  afterwardri  oecupied  this.  lie  practiced  hiw  about 
two  years  after  lie  located  in  this  town,  but  after  acquiring  an 
interest  in  tlio  Furnace,  ho  relinquished  professional  business 
and  devoted  his  whole  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
pany. His  wife  Frances  died  December  31, 1834,  and  in  183G 
he  married  lictsey  Spurr.  The  following  year  he  sold  his  inter- 
est in  tlie  furnace  property  and  moved  to  Gmnville,  N.  Y,  IIo 
died  suddenly  at  Utica,  on  a  visit,  June  18,  1839. 

Anjamiel  li.  Kckley,  eon  of  George,  was  born  in  Boston, 
MaHS.,  Juno  27,  179G,  and  nuirried,  1824,  Polly  Simmons,  who 
was  born  in  Chittenden,  Vt.,  April  2G,  1798.  They  resided 
some  years  on  the  west  part  of  the  farm  once  owned  by  Simeon 
Clilford,  a  part  of  which  had  been  sold  to,  and  occupied  by, 
Eli  Hudson.  In  1807,  Mr.  Eckley  and  his  son  Samuel  bought 
the  Ixjwis  Barlow  farm,  and  on  this  they  now  reside. 

Asa  Puino  also  located  in  this  town,  in  1824.  IIo  was  tho 
son  of  Edward  and  Nabby  (Smith)  Paine,  and  was  born  in 
Leicester,  August  20,  1801.  He  bought  the  Rowley  farm  in 
1823.  January  15,  1824,  he  nuirried  Ilarnet  Ilorton,  of  Mt. 
Holly,  and  located  on  the  recently  purchastnl  farm.  His  wife 
Harriet  <licd  Nov.  18,  1820,  and  ho  married  Sally,  daughter  of 
Lot  Keeler,  of  Pittsford,  ;March  18,  1827. 

Hum|)hrey  Worden,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  in  Dover, 
DutchesH  County,  N.  Y,,  August  29,  1800.  AVhile  an  infant 
his  jiarentH  removed  into  this  town,  where  his  minority  was 
Hlient.  He  married  Anna,  <]aiight<  r  of  Ilhicl  I^arnes,  in  June, 
1825,  and  located  with  his  parents,  then  occuitying  the  first 
house  cast  of  tho  echool  house,  in  District  No.  10.  He  sold 
that  farm  in  1841,  and  jiurchascd  the  ouv  upon  which  he  after- 
wards lived  and  died.    He  die<l  N<»v.  5,  lS(i9. 

Wurren  Bju  nurd  wua  boru  August  20,  1790,  the  son  of 
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Andrew,  born  November  28,  1704,  tlie  pon  of  Dan  who  hns 
been  mentioned  ns  coming  from  Coventry,  Conn.,  in  1784, 
settb'ng  in  the  south  part  of  tliis  town,  and  afterwards  remov- 
ing to  Chittenden.  "Warren  married  Klizabetli  Ch>rk,  Nov.  4, 
1813,  and  located  in  Chittenden,  wliere  ^trg.  Barnard  died 
January  G,  1814.  lie  came  to  Tittsford  in  1825,  and  boarded 
some  months  at  the  hotel;  October  24,  182(5,  ho  jmrdiased 
of  Lyman  Kockwood  the  place  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  tho 
late  CharleH  Walker,  1).  1).,  and  the  4th  of  December  follow- 
ing, he  married  Abigail  II.  Lincoln,  and  located  in  that  hojise. 
He  sold  his  place  for  u  parsonage,  and  in  1834,  bojight  of 
Michael  Sanders  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  lato 
David  Hull.  He  resided  on  this  farm  till  1839,  when  he  sold 
it  to  Hall,  and  bought  the  place  he  now  occupies  of  Ira  Hitch- 
cock. His  wife  Abigail  died  April  5,  1857,  and  ho  married 
Laura  W.  Shivw,  April  24,  18G0. 

David  Ward  is  a  descendant  of  William  who  emigrated 
from  England,  and  was  living  in  Sudl)ury,  Mass.,  as  early  ns 
1039.  David's  ancestry,  traced  back  in  a  direct  line,  is  as 
follows,  viz.:  David,  of  I'ittsford,  born  in  Shoreham,  Vt.,  Feb. 
27,  1797,  son  of  Adam  P.,  born  in  1709,  son  of  William,  born 
in  Union,  Conn.,  July  13,  1741,  son  of  Uriah,  born  Feb.  24, 
1715,  son  of  William,  born  in  Marlboro,'  Mass.  June  9,  1091, 
eon  of  AVilliam,  born  in  Sudbury,  (probably,)  June  7,  1070, 
son  of  Oltadiah,  born  about  1032,  the  third  son  of  William, 
the  first  of  the  family  in  this  country. 

David,  of  Pittsford,  married  ^lary  Ann  McCollmn,  Feb.  7, 
1818,  and  located  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y.  He  removed  to  May- 
field,  aiul  from  thence  to  Fittsford,  Vt.,  in  February,  1820, 
locating  on  the  i)hicc  he  has  ever  since  occupied.  His  wife, 
Jihivy  Ann,  died  ^Murcli  2»),  1852,  and  he  married  Aincliii, 
daugliter  of  Edward  Cliflbrd,  March  2,  1853,  and  she  died  in 
1854,  and  he  iiiarried,  Sept.  13,  1855,  Eveline  Lord,  who  was 
born  iu  Putney,  Yt. 
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Jcdutliun  Tlioinns,  born  June  27,  1807,  pon  of  Ebcl,  of 
Chittenden,  ninrried  ^linervii  Scott,  Deccniher  27,  1820,  and 
resided  sonic  years  on  the  Woodruff  farm — now  David  Sco- 
fiold's.  In  1 803,  he  removed  to  his  present  phicc  of  residence, 
formerly  owned  by  Lutlicr  Nurse  and  his  son  William. 

David  Johnson,  son  of  Isachar,  married  Estlicr  Bailey, 
February  20,  1826,  and  located  with  his  father  on  the  Stephen 
^lead  farm,  now  owned  by  B.  J.  Douglas.  They  had  resided 
on  that  farm  several  years  before  the  son  married.  The  father 
bought  of  Jeffrey  Barnes  the  farm  upon  whrdi  Alexander 
Parmeleo  now  resides,  and  not  long  after  they  removed  to  this 
farm,  Isachar,  the  father,  died.  After  residing  there  n  few 
years  David  removed  from  tlie  town. 

Ebene/.er  Blanchard  Rand,  son  of  Capt.  Znclmriah,  was 
born  in  Westminster,  Mass.,  December  17,  1802,  mnrriod 
Betsey  Scofield,  of  Brandon,  March  C,  1826,  and  located  on 
the  homo  farm  in  Sugar  Hollow.  In  1840,  ho  bought  of 
Ebene/.er  Brooks  the  Ewings  tavern  nud  kept  a  public  house 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  January  3,  1851. 

Jonathan  I'urditt,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in  Lancaster, 
!Ma8s.,  Nov.  16,  17K8.  His  early  life  was  spent  with  his  father 
on  the  farm,  but  after  he  had  attained  his  majority  lie  went  to 
Canada  and  engaged  in  the  lumbering  buHiness.  Aik'r  an 
nbsen<to  of  a  few  years  ho  came  to  I'ittHford,  where  his  j)arent8 
then  lived,  and  bought  liio  small  farm  east  of  Marshall 
Tliomas',  near  what  was  called  the  "  Four  Corners."  The  5th 
day  of  A])ril,  1827,  ho  married  Sally  Floyd,  who  ^as  born  in 
Springfield,  Mass.,  A]>ril  30,  180},  Tliey  located  on  the  farm 
above  mentiotied,  and  resided  there  tmtil  the  full  of  1852, 
when  they  bought  of  Aliraliain  Owen  what  had  formerly  been 
known  as  the  Mosher  jdace,  now  owned  by  Kicliard  and 
Charles  Burditt.  Mr.  Burditt  die<l  on  tliis  farm,  July  6,  1808. 
Mrs.  Burditt  died  December  10,  1863. 

Harris  W.  Fhillips,  son  of  Jacob,  married  Fami}',  daughter 
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of  Ebcnezcr  Coimnt,  in  1827,  and  located  on  the  lionio  farm 
with  Miis  brotlier  Orin.  The  house  he  occnpicd  stood  some 
rod&  north  of  tlie  house  now  occupied  b'y  his  brother.  Ho 
resided  on  that  fann  until  1850,  when  he  sold  his  share  of  it  to 
Orin,  and  removed  to  Illinois. 

Lftban  Bowen,  was  clerk  for  Sturfjcs  Pcnficld,  in  the  store, 
some  years  before  he  was  married,  lie  married  Esther,  eldest 
daughter  of  Amos  Crippen,  December  G,  1827,  and  located  in 
tlio  house  now  owned  by  Thomas  Ileimessoy.  This  house  had 
been  built  for  him  by  Mr.  Penfield.  After  residing  there  a 
few  years  he  moved  to  Pennsylvania. 

Amos  Cushman  Kellogg,  born  Nov.  22,  1803,  son  of  Amos, 
married  Nan(ry  Bogue,  of  Chittenden,  October  9,  1827,  and 
located  on  the  home  farm  with  his  brother,  Sanmel  II.  He 
resided  there  until  1837,  when  he  bought  of  Timothy  Lester 
the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides.  At  one  time  he  took  nn 
active  part  in  the  military  affairs  of  the  State,  and  rose, 
through  various  grades  of  subordinate  oflicca  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier  General. 

Chester  Granger,  born  July  5,  1797,  son  of  Simeon,  mar- 
ried Mary  Smith,  of  Riitland,  December  5,  1827,  and  located 
in  the  white  cottage,  on  the  south  side  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
Furnace.  lie  took  possession  of  tin's  immediately  after  it  was 
vacated  by  his  brother  Lyman,  and  resided  there  about  nine 
years,  or  until  L^'inan  moved  to  Granville,  and  then  took  his 
])laco  in  the  house  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  road.  After  the 
deatli  of  tlie  father,  Simeon,  his  share  of  the  furnace  proj)erty 
claimed  by  his  heirs  was  purchased  in  1835,  by  Chester  and 
his  brotlier,  Edward  L.  Granger,  and  the  Imsiness  of  th('  firm 
•was  conducted  in  the  name  of  C.  and  E.  L.  Granger  until  184G, 
when  the  younger  member  of  this  firm  died,  and  liin  share  of 
the  property  was  jjurcliascd  by  George  Hodges,  when  the  busi- 
ness was  c()ii(hi(  tc'(l  in  tlio  name  of  "  (iraugcr,  Ilcjdgcs 
Co."    The  furnace  property  was  afterwards  transferred  to  the 
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"  Pittsford  Iron  Co.,"  ami  Granger  and  Ilodgcs  retired.  Mr. 
Granger  lell  Pittsford  and  engaged  in  the  iron  business  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  also  assisted  in  a  foundery  establishment  in 
Providence,  11.  I.  Witliin  a  few  years,  however,  ho  has 
retin-ned  to  his  adopted  town,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  an  indtistrious  life.  His  wife  Mary  died  in  Pittsford, 
April  1,  1838,  aged  thirty-two  years,  nine  months  and  twenty- 
eight  days. 

Jnmes  Lowth  is  the  son  of  James  who  was  born  in  Dun- 
dalk,  Louth  County,  Ireland,  in  1705,  married  1788,  Margaret 
McGuire,  who  was  born  in  Coat  Hill,  Cavan  County,  in  1768, 
and  located  in  Killeary,  !Meath  County.  They  had  two  sons, 
James  and  Kdward.  The  father  was  liberally  educated,  and 
for  some  years  the  principal  of  an  academy,  byt  died  in  1794 ; 
tlio  mother  died  in  1820.  James,  the  eldest  son,  born  May 
14,  1790,  nuirried,  in  1800,  Marcella  Guirk,  who  was  born 
Juno  20,  1791,  They  came  to  America  in  1827,  and  soon 
lo<'4itod  in  Pittsford.  For  a  few  years  Mr.  Lowth  found 
emi)loyment  at  the  Furnace,  but  on  the  21st  day  of  April, 
1832,  ho  purchased  of  Chirk  Taft  the  farm  u])on  which  he  still 
resides,  with  his  son  Matthew.  lie  has  been  an  industrious 
jium,  of  gtwd  habits.    His  wife  died  June  21,  1848. 

John  K.  Dunlap,  born  August  23,  1802,  married  (1827) 
Sarah  Walker,  and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel 
Kay.    He  left  the  town  in  1843. 

Addison  Buck,  son  of  Alfred,  was  born  February  19, 1804. 
A  part  of  his  early  life  was  spent  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  his 
undo,  then  residing  in  liridport.  H(!  manicd  Amanda  II. 
Hay  ward,  of  P.ridport,  Ai)ril  1(»,  ISL'7,  and  located  on  tho 
I^Iott*  ))]a(rc  in  Pittsford  Villiigc.  H(!  ImiU  a  store  a  littio 
south  of  tlu^  house  and  went  into  mercantile  business.  His 
hton;  was  burnt  in  llie  winter  of  1S27-S,  and  ho  built  a  new 

"  T1jI«,  for  a  tluic,  was  owned  by  Dr.  Moll. 
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one  upon  its  site  and  continued  to  occuj)y  it  as  a  store  till 
about  tljc  year  1853.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  under 
the  administration  of  President  Jackson,  and  served  as  such 
through  the  administration  of  Martin  Van  I3uren.  Mrs. 
Amanda  H.  Buck  died  November  4,  1858,  and  Mr.  Buck 
married  Fidelia  E.  Field  of  Brattleboro,  July  10,  18G1.  ]Io 
is  now  residing  on  tlio  Cooley  place  and  is  employed  ns  a 
meat  merchant. 

Simeon  Smith  is  the  son  of  Abijah  and  Sabra  Smith,*  and 
■was  born  in  I'ittsford,  February  7,  180G.  December  24,  1827, 
he  married  Lydia  Bickford,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  June  14, 
1806.  They  resided  some  years  in  the  westerly  part  of  the 
town,  but  in  1856,  Mr.  Smith  bought  of  Newell  Leonard  the 
John  Parmelce  place,  and  luis  since  resided  on  it. 

Rufus  Whedon  (as  he  spelled  his  name)  was  the  eldest  son 
of  James  Whedon,  and  brother  of  Isaac,  who  has  already  been 
mentioned.  IIo  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1757,  and  at  tho 
comnienccment  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  being  then  eighteen 
years  of  age,  ho  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  American  army, 
and  served  through  tlie  war.  He  wjvs  with  Washington,  in 
the  most  of  that  General's  hard-fought  battles,  and  during 
some  part  of  the  time  he  was  a  meml)er  of  liis  body-guard. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  he  married  Anna  Norton,  and 
resided  in  Connecticut  till  1827,  when  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  this  town,  and  resided  a  year  with  his  brother  Isaac. 
April  2,  1828,  lie  purchased  of  Abel  Penfield  tlie  farm  which 
had  been  ounied  and  improved  by  Ebenezer  Hopkins,  the  same 
which  is  now  owned  by  William  P.  Ward.  Mr.  Whedon 
moved  on  tliis  farm  very  soon  after  he  bought  it.  Mrs. 
Whedon  died  of  small-pox,  February  9,  1832.  !Mr.  Whedon 
afterwards  m;  rried  a  AVidow  Gatt,  of  Rutland.   He  died  April 

*  Aliljali  Smllli'd  clillUrcii  were  Abigail,  Israel,  Mury,  Slmrou,  Lcaudcr  aud 
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5,  1810.  Ho  Wfts  a  tiiU,  portly  mnn,  quite  socinl,  ami  delighted 
to  iiiirruto  his  luilit^iry  experience,  and  he  had  a  land  of  aucc- 
dotcs  ro8pcctin<^  the  "  Futlicr  of  his  country." 

Wo  have  little  knowledge  of  Leonard  Fargo  prior  to  tlio 
time  he  came  to  Pittsford.  lie  had  reeidcd  some  tinio  in  Kut- 
land,  and  there  lost  his  first  wife.  Ho  came  to  this  town  iu 
1828,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  December,  that  year,  married 
Hepzibah  Rider,  daugliter  of  Rufus  Wbeaton,  and  perhaps* 
resided  a  sliort  time  in  Rutland,  though  not  long  alter  tiieir 
marriage  they  were  occupying  the  Rawson  ]>lace  in  this  town. 
After  tho  death  of  Mrs.  Fargo's  father,  in  1840,  his  ftirm  waa 
divided  among  her  heirs,  and  Mrs.  Fargo  had  her  share  set  olf 
to  her  from  the  south  j)art  of  it,  and  Mr.  Fargo  built  a  house 
and  barn  upon  that  part — tho  same  that  now  stand  near  tho 
foot  of  the  hill,  south  of  William  P.  Ward's.  Mr.  Fargo  died 
there  in  18G8 ;  Mrs.  Fargo  died  in  1870. 

Thomas  H.  Palmer  wjis  born  in  Kelso,  Scotland,  Dec.  27, 
1782,  and  in  early  life  came  to  Philadelphia  and  was  thero 
employed  some  years  in  a  printing  ofti(!e.  His  attention  was 
mostly  directed  to  literary  i)ursuits,  and  being  a  man  of  great 
OJtergy  and  perseverence,  he  soon  acquired  an  extensive  knowl- 
edge of  alinOKt  every  department  of  science.  On  the  8th  of 
July,  1822,  ho  married  Joanna  T.  Fenton,  who  was  born  in 
Georgia,  Vt.,  September  25,  1800.  They  resided  in  Philadel- 
phia four  years,  then  came  to  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  resided  two 
years;  and  on  tho  eleventh  of  J\me,  1828,  Mr.  Palmer  bought 
of  Jeremiah  Howard  the  Phincas  Ripley  farm  in  Pittsford,  for 
which  he  i)ai(l  three  thousand  d()llurs.  This  farm  luid  been 
mortgaged  by  !Mr.  Rii)ley  to  llie  Vermont  State  ]^ank,  and  it 
was  afterwanlH  sold  to  ]\Ir.  Howard.  Mr.  Palmer  located  in 
Pitt.-.ford  about  tlie  time  ho  purchased  this  farn),  and  occui)ied 
for  some  time  the  Ripley  hou.se,  now  owned  by  Samuel  T. 
Fenton.    In  1832,  he  built  the  brick  house — one  of  the  largest 
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niul  ploasanlcst  houses  in  tlic  town — and  in  this  lie  resided  till 
his  death,  July  20,  18G1.  The  lionicsteud  is  still  retiiincd  and 
oeeupied  liy  the  Pidiner  faniil}*. 

Ahiel  Mitc-luU,  son  of  Ahiel,  was  horn  in  Easfoii,  ^rass. 
lie  married  Saraii  Linghani  and  located  in  Chittenden,  Vt., 
prior  to  ISOO'  In  1828,  he  ttought  of  Daniel  Keith  the  i)hi<  o 
on  which  his  son  William  now  resides,  near  "Sand  Hill,"  so 
cidled.  lie  died  there  in  September,  1848,  and  his  6on  "William 
then  houj^ht  the  jdaee. 

The  Granj^i  r  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  fii-st  of  the 
Pittsford  branch  settled  in  Alassaehusetfs  in  the  early  part  of 
the  last  eentu/y.  The  Christian  name  of  the  early  immigrant 
is  not  now  remembered,  b\it  ho  had  a  son  Simeon,  who  was 
born  in  Sullicld,  Conn.,  September  17,  1734,  married  Abigail 
Dudley,  of  Sayluook,  Conn,,  Nov.  20,  1757,  and  located  in 
Si)ringHeld,  ^lass.  IIo  afterwards  removed  to  Sandersfield, 
where  ho  died  in  1815.  His  wife  Abigail  died  in  Deerlield, 
Ohio.  Their  yt)unge8t  son,  Simeon,  born  in  Si)ringfield,  l^lass., 
Mar<;h  17,  1770,  married  Phebo  Couch,  of  Sanderstield,  Conn., 
in  1791,  and  resided  there  till  1801,  when  ho  removed  to  Salis- 
bury, Conn.,  where  ho  was  a  farmer  and  real  estate  broker. 
IIo  purchased  some  real  estate  in  Pittsford  in  1825,  and  as 
heretofore  stated,  becaino  the  head  of  the  firm  of  *'  Simeon 
Granger  &  Sons,"  in  1826.  Though  ho  did  business  in  Pitts- 
ford,  his  family  rcnuiined  in  Connecticut  until  Ma}',  1829, 
when  they  removed  to  this  town  and  occui)ied  the  Keith  house, 
which  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  brook,  where  Scba  Smith's 
house  now  stands.  He  died  hero,  November  9,  1834.  Mrs. 
Granger  died  February  C,  1840. 

Arbehi  Adams,  born  April,  1804,  son  of  Thomas,  married 
Olive  Ilawes,  of  Croydon,  N.  11.,  August  17,  1829,  and  located 
on  a  jiart  of  the  home  farm.  The  house  built  for  him  stood  on 
the  eatt  side  of  the  road  between  the  jirescnt  residence  of  Klias 
T.  Adams  and  tliut  of  Seba  Smith,  but  scureely  a  vestige  of  it 
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remains.     He  roinovcd  to  the  West  about  the  year  184G. 

WiUiain  Koiirse,  youngest  son  of  Ebenezer,  was  born  in 
FitzwilUani,  N.  11.,  .luiic  3,  1807,  and  in  early  lile  learned  the 
jwtter's  trade  of  Si)lonion  Godchird,  of  Troy,  lie  nuirried 
Cluirlotle  Kiuiball  in  1827,  and  in  the  winter  of  1829,  eanie  to 
I'ittsford  and  bouglit  of  Andrew  Leaeli,  si.xty  equare  rods  of 
land  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  and  near  the  east  end  of 
what  is  now  known  as  tlic  Colhuni  bridge.  Upon  this  he  built 
a  jiottery  and  made  earthen  Marc.  He  resided,  at  this  time,  in 
the  house  wliieh  stood  near  where  Asa  Nourse's  house  now 
stands.  On  the  5th  of  June,  18;>4,  he  sold  the  pottery  to  his 
brother  Asa  and  removed  to  Soutli  Chittenden,  where  ho 
engaged  in  tlio  same  business.  Soon,  however,  he  removed  to 
Michllebury  where  ho  resided  a  few  years,  after  which  ho 
removed  to  "Weybridgc  where  he  died. 

James  Gorham  came  hero  in  1829.  lie  was  the  son  of 
"VVjikeman  Gorliam,  wlio  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  married 

Polly  ,  and  located  in  Chittenden,  Vt.    Their  children 

were  Polly,  Lucy,  Carter,  James,  Jerusha  and  Almira.  James 
was  born  in  Cliittenden,  in  June,  1801,  married  Dec.  9,  1829, 
Angclino  AVood,'  daughter  of  Joseph  Tottiiigham,  and  located 
on  the  Abraham  Walker  place  in  Pittsford  Village.  Air.  Gor- 
ham was  a  shoemaker,  and  worked  at  his  trade  in  a  small  shop 
wliich  stood  a  fo'W  foot  south  of  the  house.  lie  built  the  pres- 
ent house,  and  died  there  Jamuary  10,  1849. 

Tiio  town,  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  March  29,  1820, 
Voted  to  raise  two  Cents  on  the  Dollar  of  the  list  of  A.  D. 
1820,  half  paid  in  (iraiii,  payal)le  tlic  lirst  of  Jamuiry  next." 

"Chose  William  Tlionuis  School  Trustee  in  Pleasant  Valley 
District. "t 

"  Voted  tliat  tlie  Selectmen  liavc  discretionary  j)0wer  to 

•  H  irii  O  lolxr  I,  \mt. 

t'l'liU  (ll.lricl  liicliiili  il  wiml  Ih  knnw 
dcdU-r  III  III. It  (liiliU'l,  hr.iihi;,'  noiiie  |>t'H«iii  hi'C.iUlii;:;  iil  i(  in  UiliMol  ik-rl-liMl, 
rrprovfil  llic  bcoIIlT  iiiul  clirlnU'tic'd  (li.U  hcciIhu  oI  tliu  lowu  I'UaiatU  Vattejf 
UislrkC,  1^  uumu      wlii^U  ll  wiu(  (uuj^  oiler  kuuw. 
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pnrcliHse  Wliisky,  or  Cider  Bnuicly  for  Squirrel  liuntcrs  not  to 
exceed  six  Gallons." 

Mnrch  1,  1821.  "Voted  to  \my  the  Listers  twelve  dollars 
each  for  their  services  in  IStiO." 

At  this  time  the  most  of  the  larirer  l»ri(l<;os  in  the  town 
were  built  upon  trestle  work,  and  almost  every  spring  on  the 
breaking  u;)  of  the  ice  in  the  streams,  they  were  more  <»r  lcs« 
injured,  so  that  the  cost  of  supporting  them  was  felt  by  the 
tax-payei"8  to  be  a  heavy  burden.  Many  persons  were  of  the 
0]>inion  that  several  of  the  bridges  and  roads  in  the  town  might 
bo  dispensed  with ;  and  the  seketnien  were  requested  to  call  a 
6pe<;ial  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  town,  for  the  pur- 
jioie  of  tt.king  some  action  ui)on  this  nnitter.  A  meeting  was 
cjUJed  by  a  warrant  containing  the  following  articles: 

"  Ist.    To  choose  n  Moderator. 

2d.  To  see  what  number  of  bridges  in  said  town  they  vill 
jxgreo  to  8ui)port,  and  what  inimber  they  will  agree  to  dis- 
continue. 

3d.  To  lix  on  the  method  of  rebuilding  those  that  should 
])C  regarded  necessary  or  expedient,  either  by  raising  tax  or 
other  way  8," 

The  following,  copied  from  the  record  of  the  proceedings 
of  tliat  meeting,  will  show  that  ])ublic  sentiment  was  divided 
in  relation  to  the  subject  under  consideration  : 

"Proceeded  to  choose  a  moderator,  whereupon  Isaac  AVhca- 
ton  was  appointed. 

2d.    Api)ointed  G.  Newell,  clerk  i>rotcmporc. 

3d.  Voted  tiiat  the  town  wiJl  not  discontinue  the  cast  and 
"ivest  road  from  tlie  village  across  tlie  bri<lge  near  Isachar 
Johnson's.* 

4th.    Voted  to  discontinue  the  road  leading  from  the  road 


*  UivUsu  JuLiiauu  al  IhU  time-  lived  ou  tliu  Mcud  place 
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]>nssint;  l>y  Robert  Wriijlit'ft*  nrross  the  Crock  ii.tcrsccting  tlio 
roatl  (»M  the  west  si<le  ot"  tlie  Creek. 

r>tli.  Voted  to  appoint  H  coiuniittee  of  the  to  joine  tlio 
s'.'lcctiiu'ii  to  examine  tlie  l>est  place  for  a  road  tVoin  tlic  villii<;o 
to  IViitield's,  and  app:.inted  Thonuis  Ilaniniond,  Calvin  Dniry, 
Nathan  (lilihs,  Amos  Kellogg  and  Thomas  Adams,  and  make 
rej)ort  at  the  next  meeting. 

Oth.  Voted  not  to  discontiiUTO  the  road  and  bridge  from 
the  village  in  Piltsford  to  K.  Wright's  h\  the  wiiiow  Cooler's. 

7tli.  Voted  to  discontiniie  tlie  road  from  the  west  side  of 
the  Creek  a<rros8  to  Thomas  IlannnoiKTs  honse. 

8tli.  Voted  to  diseontimie  the  bridge  by  Capt.  Allen  Pen- 
field's  aj*  a  town  britlge, 

Dth.  Voted  to  diseontinuo  tho  bridge  near  Andrew  Leach's 
liousc,  east. 

10th.  Voted  to  recind  tho  vote  ns  to  the  bridge  near 
widow  Cooley's. 

11th.  Voted  to  recind  tho  former  vote  as  to  the  Mend 
bridge  and  tho  road  leading  thereto." 

A  Htillicient  cxidanation  of  the  foregoing  record  will  bo 
found  in  the  fact  wo  have  already  noticed,  tiiat  there  wero 
many  infhienfial  men  in  th(^  town  who  felt  that  there  were  more 
bridges  than  the  public  could  afford  to  support,  and  accordingl}', 
whenever  oih;  was  swept  away  or  needed  extensive  repairs,  an 
effort  was  made  to  dis(rontinuo  tho  bridge  and  the  road  leaihng 
thereto.  One  ])arty  would  (xutasionally  su(r<!eed  in  dis{t«)ntinuing 
a  bridge  and  road,  and  ariother  would  resort  to  sucli  expedients 
as  would  soon  cause  them  to  be  legally  reopeiu;d.  By  the  eighth 
vot(!  an  effort  was  made  to  throw  the  expense  of  supporting  the 
Mills  bridge  upon  the  inliabitanls  in  that  neighborliood. 

"March  Cth,  1827.    Voted  to  instruct  the  Selectmen  to 


•  Itubci  t  Wilylit  al  llils  llinc  lived  on  the  Abel  Slcvciis  i>lucx. 


EXTRACT  FROM  RFXORD8. 


391 


tli'lcTid  the  Piiit  in  court,  concerning  tlic  road  nnd  bridge  near 
TJionms  Ilunnnond'8." 

It  will  be  remembered  tlint  the  town  voted,  in  1820,  to 
discontinue  this  road  ami  bridge,  and  the  mil  referred  to  was 
brought  to  compel  the  town  to  reopen  them. 

"March  3,  1829.  ChodO  Itov.  Willard  Child,  Tliomafl 
II.  Palmer  and  A.  Q.  Dana,  Superintending  Conwnittco  of 
Schools. 

Voted  the  above  conimittoo  servo  without  compcusation." 
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